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North Platte Decree Committee Meeting 
DRAFT Final Minutes 
October, 5 2016 
 
Attendees: 
Representatives of the NPDC: 
Carlie Ronca, Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) 
Erin Light, Colorado Division of Water Resources (CO-DWR) 
Patrick T. Tyrrell, NPDC Chair / Wyoming State Engineer’s Office (WY-SEO) 
Gordon W. “Jeff” Fassett, Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (NE-DNR) 
 
Others in Attendance: 
Jeff Cowley  WY-SEO 
Brian Pugsley  WY-SEO 
Rob Foreman  WY-SEO 
Tom Hayden  NE-DNR 
Tim Freed, Sr.  NE-DNR 
Melissa Mosier  NE-DNR 
Mahonri Williams Reclamation 
Lyle D. Myler  Reclamation 
Art Hill   Reclamation 
Matt Wells  Reclamation 
Tracy Zayac  NPNRD 
 
 
 
 
1. Introductions 
 Introductions were made and The NPDC meeting began at 1:00 p.m. MT on October 5, 2016, at 
 the Goshen County Fairgrounds, Brand Room, Torrington, Wyoming.  Patrick T. Tyrrell, the 
 current NPDC chair, conducted the meeting.  The sign-in sheet / attendance list from the 
 meeting is Attachment A. 

 
2. Review Agenda 

A draft proposed agenda was distributed to the NPDC members on September 2, 2016, and a 
Final Proposed Agenda was distributed on September 23, 2016.  The meeting proceeded per the 
agenda, which is Attachment B. 

 
3. Review and Approve April 2016 Minutes – Regular Agenda 

The minutes for the April 7, 2016 meeting in Scottsbluff, NE were approved (Bureau motioned 
Nebraska Seconded, motion carried unanimously) and the signature page was circulated to the 
committee members for signature.  The signature page to the April 2016 minutes is Attachment 
C. 
 

4. Water Administration, Operational/Accounting, Allocation Issues, Other 
4.1. Wyoming:   

Brian Pugsley  commented on the banner water year and how the snow pack moved from 
below average to above average over the whole basin.  A considerable amout of water was 
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produced in the Laramie River drainage, about 300,000 acft was recorded at the Fort 
Laramie gauge.  Kudos were given to Wheatland Irrigation District, Grayrocks Reservoir, and 
the Bureau for there efforts to minimize flooding in Wyoming.  He then gave a run down of 
some of the reservoirs that filled and the dates they filled.  Grayrocks Reservoir went 
approx. 12,000 acft into its surcharge or flood pool this year.  He also described some peak 
flows along the North Platte River and other drainages.   
Patrick Tyrrell commented on the Arapahoe fire and how it presumably affects the amount 
and timing of runoff events in the North Laramie drainage.   
Brian Pugsley commented that approx. 1,000,000 acft crossed the state line and water 
orders for diversion below the Stateline were approx. 250,000 acft.  He then gave dates that 
major irrigation canals turned on and off, the approx. number of active wells in Water Year 
2016, and the carry over storage of several reservoirs within Division One.   

 
4.2. Reclamation: 

Mahonri Williams went over reservoir inflows and all were well above average.  He 
described the movement of water to Pathfinder Reservoir that caused it to spill instead of 
Seminoe Reservoir and the reasons for that. The end of year storage was at 2,011,000 acft in 
the system.  So the following year will “probably not be an allocation year”.  He then 
described the Guernsey rehab project and the need to drain that reservoir completely and 
how they are keeping track of those releases for accounting purposes.   

 
4.3. Nebraska: 

Tom Hayden commented on flooding through Nebraska and how the Bureau really helped 
minimize flooding where they could.  One peak was 9000 cfs at Bridgeport NE.  There was 
also an issue at the choke point near North Platte, NE which was near 3500 cfs.  Hail storms 
also affected the flooding as farmers didn’t need to irrigate so ditches were not diverting 
what they could.   
 
Inland Lakes Discussion 
Jeff Fassett would like to work on documentation before the spring meeting that would 
provide the committee some guidelines to allow for the refilling of Inland Lakes Evaporation 
when conditions allow.   
Brian Pugsley also brought up that he would like to memorialize how releases  of EA water 
out of Guernsey are accounted, and suggested that an Ad Hoc committee be appointed to 
work on the language for these items. 
Patrick Tyrrell mentioned that the NPDC has created Ad Hoc committees before so he would 
not be opposed to creating another, and would entertain a motion to create the same.  He 
suggested giving some direction to create procedures for filling the evap account in the 
Inland Lakes and describing release of EA water from Guernsey.   
Carlie Ronca asked where the document would be located.  
Patrick Tyrrell thought it would fit in the Natural Flow and Ownership section and Jeff 
Fassett agreed.   
Jeff Fassett motioned to create an Ad Hoc committee (Natural Flow and Ownership 
Subcommittee) to memorialize new procedures to handle inland lake evaporation 
accounting of EA water release operations. 
Carlie Ronca Seconded 
Representatives will designate individuals to serve on the committee and notify other 
parties of the appointment. 
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Mahonri Williams wanted to clarifiy what “EA” meant. 
The group decided that EA water was referring to CNPPID, WY Account, and Pathfinder EA 
Release water. 
Jeff Fassett and Carlie Ronca agreed to the change. 
There was further discussion on the authority to make this change and the group felt the 
committee would look into it and get back to the group. 
A vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously 
 
 
 

 
4.4. Colorado: 

Erin Light described the transbasin diversions for Fort Collins from the Michigan River to the 
Poudre River.  The Cameron Pass Ditch historically diverts very little water and the Michigan 
Ditch was under construction most of the summer and into the fall so not much was 
diverted.  About 700 acft were divereted this year (normal years vary from 1,500-6,900 acft 
with an average over the last 20 years being approximately 4,100 acft).  She then went onto 
describe how her new water commissioner has found about 2000 more acres of irrigation 
that will show up on the report this year.  She also described the Beaver Creek Fire had 
burned 50,000 acres and may affect runoff the same as the Arapahoe Fire that Patrick 
Tyrrell had described earlier.   

 
5. Review and Membership of Each Subcommittee—Approval of new committee members and 

chairpersons 
 

Due to recent staff changes for each party of the NPDC, the group felt it would be good to go 
over each subcommittee and update who was on it.  Tim Freed prepared an updated historic list 
of subcommittee members from each party.  He then pointed out who was new to each 
subcommittee.   
Patrick Tyrrell wanted to express his appreciation to each member on each subcommittee for 
the work that they do between NPDC meetings.  The updated list was submitted as part of the 
OFSC report and is in Attachment H. 

 
6. 2016 Survey of Irrigation Practices (previously delayed) 

NASS must now start charging under a Cost Recovery Model for doing the Survey of Irrigation 
Practices that they had done for us in the past.  What once cost $6000-8000 will now cost 
$125,000.  The Triangle area is the next survey due.  Pat read page 280 (Paragraph II.B. of Exhibit 
B, in Exhibit 6 of Appendix G in the FSS) from the brown book to clarify what was required.   
Patrick Tyrrell wanted to point out that the Division 1 staff collects some, but not all, of the data 
required when they do their acreage inspections.  So, we could use the limited data we are 
already getting, as long as it is not attributed to specific land owners. 
Jeff Cowley discussed his contact with the WYSAC group at the University of Wyoming and they 
quoted $12,200 to accomplish the Triangle Survey.  They would first offer the survey online and 
then send paper copies as needed. 
Tim Freed pointed out that in the 2014 Report that 66% of the respondents would not take the 
survey if it was offered online.  He also mentioned that we are late for the Above Guernsey 
survey, but the Triangle survey would need to be done next year (2017).   
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Some discussion took place on what information the Wyoming field staff could obtain during 
their regular duties.  It was agreed that some data would not be able to be obtained in a “drive 
by”  acreage inspection. 
Carlie Ronca asked about the value of the data obtained and Jeff Fassett expressed that the data 
shows, or doesn’t show changes in the consumptive use of water by Wyoming.  The exact 
method of data collection was probably not set in stone, and a collaboration between NE and 
WY might satisfy the recognition of “change in irrigation practices”.   
Patrick Tyrrell pointed out that the first two surveys were done by NASS and if we change the 
survey and how it is conducted the “change” may not be real.   
Patrick Tyrrell laid out 3 options. 1.  Do the Triangle survey (split $12,200 3 ways).  2.  Do the 
Above Guernsey survey (split $12,200 3 ways) to get caught up.  Or 3.  Call a time out and look 
for other options. 
Tim Freed wanted to clarify if the Triangle survey was actually two surveys, Surface and Ground 
Water or just one. 
Jeff Cowley provided to WYSAC that there would be 200 landowners that would need to be 
contacted, and thought that would be the total for both.   
Brian Pugsley and Rob Foreman thought that number was low for both lists and asked Jeff 
Cowley to research that number further and get back to the group.   
Tim Freed pointed out that the CUSC and RWSC would both recommend to extend the time on 
the Above Guernsey and Triangle Surveys to 10 year intervals.   
Some discussion about PRRIP data collection in the Triangle area went on, and then the 
discussion ended and the committee moved on to the Subcommittee reports. 

 
7. Reports of Standing Subcommittees 

7.1. Ground Water Wells SC  
Jeff Cowley presented the GWSC report (for George Moser) that stated there were no new 
groundwater well applications.  The GWSC had no actions or recommendations.  Attachement 
D is the report of the GWSC, which was accepted by the NPDC. 
 

7.2. Control Crest SC   
Brian Pugsley explained they will be meeting in early February 2017 to look at the control crest 
and the gauges.  There is no formal report at this time. 
 

7.3. Consumptive Use SC   
Tim Freed presented the CUSC report to the NPDC.  Attachement E is the report of the CUSC, 
which was accepted by the NPDC. 
Action Item—Approval of the 10-year interval between the above Guernsey survey of irrigation 
practices.  The next above Guernsey survey of irrigation practices will take place in 2021.  
Jeff Fasset motioned to accept the action item, and Erin Light seconded.   
Jeff Fassett would like it noted that in the mean time, he would like Wyoming to provide more 
information as to what they are gathering as part of their PRRIP acreage inspection duties. 
The motioned carried unanimously. 
 

7.4. Replacement Water SC  
Tim Freed presented the RWSC report to the NPDC.  Attachement F is the report of the RWSC, 
which was accepted by the NPDC.   
Action Item—Approval of the 10-year interval between the Triangle Area survey of irrigation 
practices.  The next above Guernsey survey of irrigation practices will take place in 2022.  
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Jeff Fassett motioned to accept the action item with the inclusion of keeping this item on the 
April agenda, exploring the PRRIP data collection, exploring the UW survey of ground and 
surface water Triangle survey to make sure there isn’t and easier option. 
Erin Light seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 

7.5. Finance SC    
Mahonri Williams presented the FSC report to the NPDC.  One main point of the report is that 
there is $10,252.65 in the North Platte Decree Foundation Fund. There are no current or 
outstanding invoices pending action by the FSC.  Attachement G is the report of the FSC, which 
was accepted by the NPDC.    
 
  
 

7.6. Ad-Hoc Official Files SC  
Tim Freed presented the Ad-Hoc OFSC report to the NPDC.  Attachement H is the report of the 
OFSC, which was accepted by the NPDC.   One attachment to the report was an updated NPDC 
Representative and Subcommittee Membership list.   
No Action Items at this time other than Tim Freed requesting the removal of “Ad-Hoc” from the 
subcommittee name as the committee is required to present at every meeting. 
Carlie Ronca motioned to remove “Ad-Hoc” from the subcommittee name, and Erin Light 
seconded. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

 
8. Meeting Summary 

8.1. Future Agenda Items 
Update on Triangle and above Guernsey surveys to be completed by UW, and/or additional 
data collection by PRRIP acreage inspections. 
Pathfinder Irrigation District—Diversion of natural flow during delivery of Inland Lakes water. 
 

8.2. Schedule Spring 2017 NPDC Meeting and Location 
The spring NPDC meeting will be held April 19, 2017 at 1:00 PM in Scottsbluff NE, location TBD 
(by Tom Hayden). 
The Reclamation North Platte Water Operations Public Information Meeting meeting will be 
held at the same location starting at 10:00 AM. 
Jeff Fassett motioned to adjourn, the meeting closed at 3:00 PM. 
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NPDC – Fall 2016 Meeting Agenda 1 

FINAL AGENDA 

North Platte Decree Committee (NPDC) Meeting 

1:00 p.m. Mountain Time, October 5, 2016 

Branding Room, Goshen County Fairgrounds 

Torrington, Wyoming 

1. Introductions

2. Review Agenda

3. Approve Minutes from April 2016 Meeting

4. Water Administration, Operational/Accounting, Allocation Issues, Other

4.1 Wyoming 

4.1.1 Well and trib replacement obligation from 2015 

4.2 Bureau of Reclamation 

4.3 Nebraska 

4.3.1 Inland Lakes Evap Filing 

4.4 Colorado 

5. Review Membership of Each Subcommittee--Approval of new committee members and

chairpersons

6. 2016 Survey of Irrigation Practices (previously delayed)

7. Reports of Standing Subcommittees

7.1. Ground Water Wells Subcommittee (Chair: Moser) 

7.2. Control Crest Subcommittee (Chair: Pugsley) 

7.3 Consumptive Use Subcommittee (Chair: Freed) 

7.4. Replacement Water Subcommittee (Chair: Freed) 

7.5. Finance Subcommittee (Chair: Williams) 

7.6. Ad-Hoc Official Files Subcommittee (Chair: Freed) 

8. Meeting Summary

8.1. Future Agenda Items 

8.2. Schedule Spring 2017 NPDC Meeting and Location 

Attachment B



Attachment C



Attachment D



Attachment E
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