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Upper Niobrara River Compact Meeting  

Meeting Minutes 

Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (NeDNR) 

Wyoming State Engineer’s Office (WSEO) 

3:00 PM Mountain Time 

November 7th, 2017 

 

1. Introductions and agenda review (Attachments A & B) 

Tom Hayden NeDNR  Jeff Cowley WSEO 
Carrie Wiese NeDNR  John Harju WSEO 
Melissa Mosier NeDNR  Brian Pugsley  WSEO 
Jeremy Gehle NeDNR  Wray Lovitt WSEO 
Gordon “Jeff” Fassett NeDNR  Pat O’Brien UNWNRD 
Charlie Ferrantelli WSEO  Bill Wilson Public 

 

2. Review of previous meetings 

a. Review of minutes from October 22, 2015, meeting: The suggested revision from the 

October 2016 meeting was made and the minutes were shared between Nebraska and 

Wyoming. 

b. Review of minutes from October 5, 2016, meeting: No corrections or additions were 

made to the October 2016 minutes and they are now published on the NeDNR website.  

c. Review of Technical Group discussions from April 20, 2017: No corrections or additions 

were made to the notes from the April 2017 Technical Group discussions and they are 

also published on the NeDNR website. 

3. State Reports  

a. Wyoming: Wray Lovitt reported that there was no cause for regulation during the 

summer. There were no observed surface water diversions in the Niobrara drainage. It 

was a mostly normal year and no significant changes to the channel as a result of the 

2015 flooding were observed. The state line gage is now slightly less silted in. John Harju 

shared a list of approved permits in Wyoming’s portion of the Niobrara River Basin 

(Attachment C). Newly issued permits included a temporary surface water permit was 

issued for a period of two years, two permits for new irrigation wells, three permits for 

land purchased by an existing groundwater user, and a new domestic well. Lastly, 

groundwater hydrographs, previously made available by the USGS, are now available by 

county on the Wyoming SEO’s website 

(https://sites.google.com/a/wyo.gov/seo/documents-data/groundwater-hydrographs). 

Harju shared a few screenshots of the new interface with the group (Attachment D) 

b. Nebraska: Tom Hayden reported on measurements and activities in the Nebraska 

portion of the Basin. Box Butte Reservoir started to be drained in May 2017 in 

https://sites.google.com/a/wyo.gov/seo/documents-data/groundwater-hydrographs
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preparation for toe drain repairs. As of this meeting, the contractor has not begun repair 

work and Box Butte is storing water again. In June 2017 water had to be administered 

for Spencer, but irrigators with subordination agreements were quickly turned back on. 

Also, 14 canals came on in the Compact section of the River, from the state line to 

Agate. 

4. Update on studies related to the Niobrara Basin 

a. Niobrara River Basin WaterSMART Study: No progress has been made since the last 

meeting. The report was sent to the Bureau of Reclamation headquarters but has been 

in review since then. 

b. Aquifer Absent Study: The contract deadline had to be extended to finish all tasks, but 

the goal is to have the study and reporting done by the end of 2017. As of this meeting, 

the contract had not yet been signed and returned by UNL’s Conservation and Survey 

Division, so the completion timeline is an estimate.  

c. UNWNRD Conjunctive Management Model Project: This is still in development and 

there are no updates.  

d. Park Service and USGS Niobrara National Scenic River Hydrogeologic Study and 

Modeling: In August 2017, a meeting took place between the National Park Service 

(NPS), USGS, NeDNR, and the Niobrara NRDs to get updates on the modeling efforts. 

There has been one follow up phone call between NeDNR and NPS since that time. 

5. Compact discussion: No discussion on this agenda item. 

6. Other Items: No discussion on this agenda item.  

7. Public comment: Bill Wilson thanked the group for making the historical correction to the 2015 

minutes documenting the two separate rain events that occurred. The flood did make some 

changes to the channel, but not as significant as one would have hoped. He continued to 

request to know the number of square miles of the Main Stem, Duck Creek, and the Van Tassel 

drainage including the Nebraska portion. Wray Lovitt was able to provide the area of the Main 

Stem, Duck Creek, and the entire Van Tassel drainage at the meeting.1   

8. Next meeting date: Melissa Mosier will send out a doodle poll to schedule the next Niobrara 

Compact Technical Group meeting (via conference call) and it will occur around the time of the 

NPDC meeting. 

                                                           
1 Following the meeting, Charlie Ferrantelli provided the area of the Nebraska and Wyoming portions of the Van 

Tassel drainage. 
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AGENDA  
UPPER NIOBRARA RIVER COMPACT ANNUAL MEETING 

Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (NeDNR) 
Wyoming State Engineer’s Office (WSEO)  

November 7, 2017, 3:00 p.m. (Mountain Time) 
Branding Room  

Goshen Co. Fairgrounds, Torrington, Wyoming 

Agenda Items: 

1. Introductions and agenda review

2. Review of previous meetings

a. Minutes from October 22, 2015, annual meeting

b. Minutes from October 5, 2016, annual meeting

c. Recap Technical Group discussions from April 20, 2017

3. State reports

a. Wyoming

a. Nebraska

4. Update on studies related to the basin

a. Niobrara River Basin WaterSMART Grant

b. UNWNRD Conjunctive Management Model Project

c. CSD Aquifer Absent Study

d. NPS/USGS Niobrara National Scenic River hydrogeologic study and modeling

efforts

5. Compact discussion

6. Other items

7. Public comment period

8. Set date for next Upper Niobrara River Compact meeting and Technical group

9. Adjourn
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