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WATER DIVISIONS AND WATER DISTRICTS. 

Section 6780 of Cobbey's Annotated Statutes: 

Irrigation and Water Power.-Water divisions: 

"The State of Nebraska is hereby divided into two water divisions, 
denominated Water Division No. 1 and Water Division No. 2, respec
tively." 

Section 6781-Boundaries of Division One: 

"Water Division No. 1 shall consist of all the lands of the state 
drained by the Platte River; and also all other lands lying south of the 
Platte and South Platte rivers that may be watered from other super
ficial or subterranean streams not tributary to said Platte River." 

Section 6782--Boundaries of Division Two: 

"Water Division No. 2 shall consist of all lands that may be watered 
from the Loup, White, Niobrara and Elkhorn Rivers and their tribu
taries and all other lands of the state not included in any other water 
division." 

For convenience in the adjudication of claims and in the distribu
tion of water these divisions have been subdivided into twelve water 
divisions denominated 1-A, 1-B, 1-C, 1-D, 1-E, 1-F; 2-A, 2-B, 2-C, 2-D, 
2-E, 2-F, as shown on the accompanying map. 
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IRRIGATION 

Irrigation throughout the state for the past two years has been car
ried on under average conditions. There has not been an abundance of 
water throughout either of the 'Past two seasons, nor has there been 
what might be called an extreme shortage. At certain periods of the 
irrigation seasons there has been a quantity of water run to waste in all 
parts of the state. Also during parts of the seasons there has been 
shortages of water in the many streams for use for irrig~tion purposes, 
which shortages seemed at the time to be very acute and extreme, but 
when one stops and studies the conditions that have existed in the state 
since irrigation has been practiced it can be readily seen that the average 
conditions have prevailed during the past two years. 

The rainfall has been such in the central and western portion of the 
state as to impress upon the farmers the great benefits to be derived from 
irrigation and there has been a great deal of talk and interest de
veloped and shown in the re-opening, re-organization and rebuilding of 
old canals which had of late years fallen into an unused condition, and 
in several instances there has been considerable talk of building of en
tirely new projects. Perhaps the largest canals which recently have been 
re-opened lie in the Platte valley between North Platte and Kearney, 
while the larg'est prc:1posed new project is known as the Tri-County 
project, comprising parts of Gosper, Kearney and Phelps counties. 

Numerous small ditches have been built throughout the various irri
gated sections of the state. In all there have been forty-six applications 
allowed for irrigation purposes, a great percentage of which have been 
either built or are under construction. There have also been many 
wpplications made for small reservoir sites, which have been built, the 
idea being to impound the water during the winter flow and spring 
floods and use the same on the land when it is most needed for raising 
of crops. Also many of the ditches have been built with the one idea 
of getting water on the land in the early fall and spring, and also at 
times of flood. In this way the sub-soil is wet up to a considerable 
depth which assures the raising of fairly good crops no matter what 
the season may be. Small ditches of this class are mostly found in the 
northwestern part of the state in Hat Creek and White River drainage 
area, where the summer flow is small and limited, but where the spring 
run-off is considerable. 

There is still a large amount of water going to waste in the differ
ants streams of our state, which could be used for further development of 
irrigation interests. Undoubtedly our water users have not realized to 
the fullest extent the benefits which might be derived or which will 
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probably be derived from the water resources which we now have avail
able. In many cases the diversion dams from the stream are not In 
pr01per shape so as to adequately divert their portion of the water. Es
pecially is this true at the season of the year when the water is very 
low. In other instances the ditches are in poor shape and considerable 
waste of water takes place while the same is being transported from 
the stream to the land where used. Then also there is a large percent 
of waste in some localities by the irrigator himself in the distribution 
of the water over the land while applying the water to the crop. 

Some men make the water go farther than others and receive great
er benefits. Sometimes too much water is used and sometimes not 
enough, but from the experiments that have been performed and the 
information that is available together with actual experience on the 
ground, the irrigator should be amply able to inform himself on this 
subject. 

In driving over the state during irrigation season one often comes 
upon a place where the water from an irrigation lateral has been set to 
run over a piece of alfalfa or grain and the irrigator has gone away and 
has temporarily forgotten about it. Perhaps the lateral has broken or 
in 'SOme way the water has gotten across the field and is running upon 
the highway collecting in low places and making the road nearly im
passable, and wasting a considerable amount of water. From this prac
tice alone a large amount of water is wasted yearly. The time is fast 
approaching when the value of water will be such that everyone will 
deem it necessary to keep a man with a shovel on the job with the water, 
while irrigating, in order to get over the most land and to get the best 
work, thereby gaining good results. 

The Legislature of 1911 passed a Jaw making it compulsory for every 
person, corporation or association owning or controlling any ditch, canal 
or reservoir for the purpose of storing or using water for any purpose 
whatever to construct and maintain a substantial headgate at the point 
of diversion of a design approved by the State Engineer, and so built that 
it may be closed or partially closed and fastened at any stage with a 
lock or seal. Notices were sent out by mail from this office in April, 
1911, to every ditch and canal owner as the same appeared upon the 
records of the State Board to comply with this section of the new Jaw. 
As yet, however, very few canals have complied with this section of 
the statutes and it has been very hard to operate the gates in some of 
the canals in the distribution of the water as required by Jaw for this 
office to do. Some of the old headgates and diverting works are in such 
shape that it is absolutely impossible to stop the water from flowing 
into the canals without the building of a dirt dam across the same. This 
measure was resorted to in a couple of instances during the past sea
son. 

The law above referred to further states that shall the person, cor
poration or association neglect or refuse for a period of ten days to put 
in such headgate and measuring device the Board shall refuse to allow 
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any water to be used through or by such ditch, canal or reservoir and if 
the State Board deem it necessary they may construct fiiis or dams or 
other obstructions to prevent such delivery or use. The officers in di
rect charge of the supervision of the delivery of water have been re
lunctant to enforce this provision strictly, realizing the hardshi•p to be 
worked upon the water users under any canal which neglected to com
ply with the above section by putting in a substantial headgate as re
quired, and further realizing that in order to comply with the section 
it was necessary for the expenditure of considerable money in some in
stances, they have put up as best they could with the structures that the 
canals have seen fit to use since 1911. However, it would seem as 
though four years has been plenty of time to aiiow for every canal to 
either repair or put in a new headgate such as to comply with the state 
law. Some companies are either very dilatory or else they are show
ing such absolute indifference to the requirements that it is feared that 
they wiii over tax the patience of this department. It is to be hoped that 
every canal that has not complied with this part of the law wiii promptly 
do. so during the non-irrigating season, so that when the season of 1915 
begins every canal wiii be in shape and properly equipped with head
gates and measuring wiers. At present it is the intention to refuse 
water to every ditch that has not complied with this requirement begin
ning with April 1, 1915. 

This same section also covers requirements relating to measuring 
devices. The time has come when all water diverted from streams in 
this state must be measured to the user and each user get exactly what 
he is entitled to and no more or no less. As soon as a measuring device 
as provided by the above section in conjunction with the headgate has 
been installed this office is ready to make an accurate gaging of the same 
and furnish the ditch operating it with a discharge table so that for 
given gage heights the ditch owners will know exactly how much water 
they are getting. This will greatly aid this department in overseeing 
the delivery of water. The penalty for non-compliance with this section 
is rather severe but it is to be remembered that in the future it will be 
strictly complied with. 

Pursuant to the recommendations of this department in the Ninth 
Biennial Report a biii was introduced in the 1913 session of the Legis
lature asking for an appropriatoin of $20,000.00, to be used in estab
lishing beyond doubt and protecting water rights on streams entering 
this state regardless of state lines. This biii, however, was entirely 
overlooked, and never got out of the House. 

There is now pending in the Federal District Court at Denver, a 
suit by Samuel G. Porter of Haigler, Nebraska, to establish the priority 
of a right of an old ditch which has been built for a good many years, 
diverting the water from the Republican River in Colorado and watering 
land both in Colorado and Nebraska .. Mr. Porter had his right adjudi
cated in Colorado and his right established in so far as the land in Colo
rado was concerned, but Colorado refused to allow any priority for lands 
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watered in Nebraska. Mr. Porter has had his right also adjudicated in 
Nebraska before this Board for the land which is in Nebraska and now 
he is trying to establish the priority to use of the water regardless of 
state lines. It is to be regrettted that Mr. Porter is having to make this 
fight by himself. Such an important fight as this should receive the 
full support of the state of Nebraska as it will be a precedent that will be 
hard to overcome if Mr. Porter loses the suit and one that will be well 
worth while if he wins it. 

There is also still pending the case of Wyoming vs. Colorado on the 
upper Laramie River in which Nebraska is interested and should be 
represented. It is to be regretted that a state like Nebraska to whom 
irrigation is of so much importance, should hesitate to appropriate a 
sufficient amount of money to protect its people from the aggressive · 
water users of adjoining states to the west. 

It is recommended that if no specific appropriation is made for this 
purpose during the coming session of the Legislature that suffiicent 
amount of money be added to the Attorney General's appropriation 
that he may ·proceed at once to intervene in these suits in order to bet
ter protect the interests of our irrigators and to also authorize the be: 
ginning of a suit for the adjudication of the water rights on both the 
South and North Platte Rivers. 

Accurate gaging stations have been established and kept up during 
the past biennium at the State Line on the North Platte River, at Jules
burg, Colo., on the South Platte River, and at the State Line on the 
Republican River. No doubt some day this information will be valuable 
and of great assistance to the state. 

The return flow of water by seepage and other means from irrigated 
sections will soon be a very important factor in this state. The South 
Platte River has caused some surprise during the past season when it 
flowed a large quantity of water during the early part of the irrigation 
season. In July this flow dropped to practically nothing at North Platte, 
but even during the hot dry weather of August, water could be seen in 
small channels east of Ogalalla. The flow in the early part of the irri
gating season was undoubtedly caused by heavy rains and floods in the 
upper stretches of the stream and all the reservoirs in Colorado being 
full the surplus flood was allowed to come down. But the flow, though 
small, which was passing Ogalalla during the month of August can only 
be accounted for by reason of return seepage water from irrigated 
land along this valley in the eastern •part of Colorado and the extreme 
western portion of Nebraska. Undoubtedly in time this flow in the 
South Platte Valley will increase, returning to the stream so far down 
that it will be impossible for use in Colorado, thus Nebraska will re
ceive the benefit. 

This same return flow of seepage water has already shown itself 
in various other streams of the state and especially is this true in the 
North Platte River in Scotts Bluff county where the large areas have 
been brought und4)r irrigation by the numerous ditches including the 
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larger acreages under the Tri-State and Government Canals. In this 
locality there are now streams of water varying in quantity from five to 
fifty second feet where a few years ago it was merely a ravine or can
yon down which for a short distance the water from springs would run 
and perhaps in times of heavy rains or flood the water would reach the 
river. Drainage ditches have been built so as to keep this water from 
spreading over the low land and carrying it to the river by a more 
direct route than the old water course. 

The Legislature of 1913 passed a bill granting the right to anyone 
to collect or assist to collect any seepage water under any canal or an 
adjacent canal and to use the water so collectea upon land covered by 
an original appropriation of the canal under which the water was col
lected while the same was being conducted toward the natural streams. 
It also limited the amount of water to be used on a piece of land to three 
acre feet and provides that it does not exceed the amount originally 
appropriated therefor, and further that when any seepage water was 
mingled with that of any natural stream it became the property of the 
state and subject to appropriation as provided by law. 

Upon this bill being passed a number of applications were at once 
filed in this office, asking for the right to appropriate what the claimants 
called seep water. It is to be remembered while discussing this point 
that practically all of the present drainage ditches from the point where 
their well defined banks in the canyons left off to the North Platte River 
has been constrn<;ted prior to the passage of this law and were in oper
ation, the water flowing from these through to the river, and that the 
water had become mingled with that of the springs which had been there 
prior to any irrigation in the country. Therefore the water was gathered 
up and kept in a well defined channel while seeking its way to the river, 
instead of being allowed to spread out and seep up a considerable area of 
ground as it naturally would have done owing to the topography of the 
country. It would be entirely proper to allow these applications for 
appropriations of seep water as an additional or supplemental appro
priation to the lands which they seek to water but they should be gov
erned by the law of priority which was an earlier law and by which all 
the irrigation rights are gaged in this state. If for any reason the law 
of priority is discarded or gotten rid of in any way it is going to work 
against the best interests of the state as a whole. 

Undoubtedly appropriations have been asked for and granted to 
water users on the North Platte River in excess of the natural flow of 
the stream and also it must be admitted as an undis<puted fact that the 
appropriators of the later applications have had in mind the fact that 
the flow of the river would be increased by return seepage at some fu
ture tince. Therefore it is not at all improbable that large expenditures 
have been made for ditches at a time when an adequate water supply 
was not available, and depending upon nature to assert itself as it had 
in other irrigated sections (such as irrigation has 'done on the Poudre 
River in Colorado) these people had every reason to believe that their 
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water supply would become better as time went on due to return flow of 
seepage. Then it would not seem just to allow water users who had 
a fairly early •priority in addition to their original appropriation from 
the river to use this return flow of water before it reached the river unc 
Jess their priority had given them this right. For these reasons and also 
that the land desired to be watered by the above mentioned applications 
by seepage water was also covered by a prior appropriation the appli
cations were dismissed and appeals have been taken and the cases are 
on now for a hearing before the State Board. 

It will not be denied that the intent of the Jaw is to give a person 
under a canal the right to go out and drain seeped lands and use the 
water so collected before it returned to a natural stream, for irriga
tion pur•poses but it would seem that the spirit of the law it not the let
ter had been over reached in the attempts to keep this water. It is 
recommended that the next session of the Legislature change this Jaw so 
as to make it more clear in regard to the meaning of the same and also 
to make the law workable. 

The number of irrigation districts is steadily on the increase, a 
number of the old canals having changed their form of operation from 
a mutual company or corporation to a district, so that now a majority 
of the larger ditches are under this system of operation. This, of itself, 
speaks best for the irrigation distrkt Jaw of Nebraska. 

There are, however, a few changes in this Jaw which are recom
mended for consideration. 

First: That the Jaw be changed so as to make it the duty of the 
county treasurer to keep an exact record of the date of the bond issue, 
the amount of said issue, to whom the bonds were issued, the amount 
of the levy for interest on bonds, the amount of the levy for payment 
of principal of bonds, the amount of taxes collected for payment of in
terest, the amount of taxes collected for payment of principal, and the 
amount of taxes collected for maintenance and operation. Said county 
treasurer should also keep a record of the couopons that are presented 
for payment and to whom he pays the money on said coupon. In a few 
of the counties where irrigation bonds are handled the county officers 
keep a record of this sort, but as it is not compulsory many of them fail 
to do so, and it is next to impossible to ascertain the amount of un
paid bonds outstanding against the district, or the amount of the issue 
or who owns the bbnds from the records in the county offices and as the 
county treasurer handles this money for the district and is paid for the 
same it would seem only proper that a complete record of the entire 
transaction should be kept for public inspection. 

Second: The present district law requires a copy of the original 
petition for the formation of the oproposed irrigation district together 
with all maps and other papers which are filed with the county com
missioners of the county in which the district is formed to be filed with 
the State Board of Irrigation, Highways and Drainage, and makes it 
the duty of the State Engineer to examine into said petition, maps and 
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papers and make such a report to the county commissioners as he deems 
advisable to submit. Then it further gives the Board of County Com
missioners the right to change the boundaries of the districts in any 
way they see fit and in this way the original plans as reported on by 
the State Engineer can be changed. 

It is recommended that the law be so changed as to require the dis
trict to file a map with the State Engineer showing the exact location 
of the boundaries of the proposed district as the Board of County Com
missioners has passed upon the same and receive the approval of said 
officer before they can hold an election for the forming of said district. 
And further that at any time in the future that the district is changed 
that a mwp showing such changes shall be filed in .the office of the State 
Board that the records may be kept up to date and show the conditions 
as they exist. 

It is also recommended that the report required from the State En
gineer upon the proposed bond issue of any irrigation district shall be 
received and shall be favorable to said bond issue of any district before 
a vote is taken upon the proposed issue. 

The special attention of water users is called to the fact that many 
water rights have been taken out in the names of certain parties who 
have later conveyed them to other persons. The purchasing parties 
have failed to have their deeds to water rights recorded in the office of 
the State Board. This leaves the right on the records of the State 
Board in the name of the original owner. Many notices are sent out 
which are of vital interest to water users and of course the mailing list 
used is that showing the names and addresses of water users on the rec
ords of the office of the State Board. Where water rights. have been 
changed the party who is now interested fails to receive the notice. 
Special stress has been laid upon the recording of these transfered rights 
during the past two years and the records are gradually being brought 
into 'Proper shape. Everyone interested in this matter, however, is re
quested to look over the Biennial Report and see that the water right 
that they are interested in stands in the proper name. If not at once 
correspond with this office and see what should be done in order to have 
the change made. 

The past irrigation season was the first one in which the officers 
in charge of the supervision of the delivery of water tried to get water 
down to the Kearney Water and Electric Powers Company's canal near 
Kearney, whose right was adjudicated during the past biennium and as 
determined by the State Board had a priority of September 1, 1886, and 
also granted one hundred forty cubic feet of water per second for power 
purposes and twenty-two second feet of water for irrigation purposes. 
Appeals from the decision in this matter were taken direct to the Su
preme Court in accordance with the law of 1913, by both 'Parties of the 
case and the decision of this Board sustained by the Supreme Court. 

Under the findings of the State Board it was necessary for the state 
officers to see that the Kearney Canal was protected in their right to 
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the use of water as found in the Opinion handed down. No prior rec
ords were available on the handling of the stream as far down as Kel'r
ney, and it was practically guess work as to the amount of water which 
would have to pass Bridgeport and North Platte in order to furnish 
Kearney with the required amount of water for the past season. The 
weather conditions are such a strong factor governing the amount of 
water which is necessary to have passing both Bridgeport and North 
Platte that even with the records of the past season it is not possible 
to figure accurately the exact amounts. For instance, on August G, 
1914, there was several hundred feet of water passing the headgates of 
the Kearney Canal in excess of what they could use. On August 9, 
the river at Kearney was absolutely dry. No water was available for use 
by the Kearney Canal, yet during this period there had been from nine 
hundred fifty to twelve hundred cubic feet of water passing our gaging 
station at North Platte, and the intervening ditches between North 
Platte and Kearney were using not to exceed three hundred forty feet. 
This extreme decrease in the flow of the river is easily accounted for 
considering the wide eX'pan.se of the river bed and the four days of 
exceedingly hot south winds on August 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th. 

A report of Water Commissioner McNamara at North Platte con
tains the following statement: "My experienc!! as Water Commissioner 
this season shows that we cannot supply water to the four irrigation 
ditches east of North Plattte and keep enough water flowing under the 
Elm Creek bridge for the Kearney Water and Electric Powers Com~ 
pany, with a volume here at North Platte of one thousand second feet 
unless weather conditions are favorable." 

There are appropriations between the State Line and Bridgeport 
covering 3900 cubic feet •per second; between Bridgeport and North Platte 
there are appropriations covering 2030 cubic feet per second; and from 
North Platte east to Kearney there are appropriations covering approx
imate five thousand fifty cubic feet per second. From this it can be 
seen the approximate proportion of water used in the different territories 
and the way it is divided. It will be remembered, however, that prac
tically all of the ditches between the State Line and Bridgeport are 
alive and use water to the full amount of their appropriation. There 
are several ditches between Bridgeport and North Platte, which have not 
been in use during the past few years, and for this reason all the water 
provided for in the above statement between Bridgeport and North 
Platte during the past biennium was not used. 

Also while there are appropriations covering appproximately five 
thousand fifty· second feet between North Platte and Kearney, it has 
only taken about one thuosand cubic feet of water to take care of these 
during the past season. However, as spoken of before, there are several 
large ditches between North Platte and Kearney, which are being re
opened and put in proper shape to use the water for irrigation purposes. 
The old Lexington Canal used a considerable amount of water when the 
same was available during the past season. This is one of the largest 
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canals in that territory, and it is thought that by the example of the 
benefits derived from the irrigation carried on during the past seuon 
that a larger acreage yet will be brought under this canal during this 
coming year. 

It is also a fact that the irrigated acreage under the Gothenburg, 
Cozad and Six Mile canals has increased and considerable additions are 
expected for next year. Water" was being used by all of these canals as 
late as the latter part of October, wetting up the ground for next year, 
because there was plenty of water in the river at that time. Work is 
now being carried on cleaning out and repairing the old Gothenburg 
South Side canal which irrigates a large acreage just south of Gothen
burg. It is expected to have this canal ready for operation early next 
spring. These ditch companies have become convinced that it will pay 
them to operate their canals even though they only get water during the 
early spring and late fall months and perhaps for short periods of 
floods during the irrigating season. 

It is conceded by all that the Pathfinder Reservoir is a wonderful 
improvement to the territory which it serves and that the benefits to be 
derived therefrom are nearly unlimited, when the reservoir is properly 
managed. It is also conceded that this reservior should store all the 
waste, surplus and unused water of the North Platte River that it pos
sibly can for use for irrigation purposes during that portion of the irri
gating season when the natural flow of the river is not large enough to 
meet the demands and needs of the water users. The greater part of this 
reservoir is filled from the rul_l off and floods between April 1st and July 
1st of each .year. The irrigation season begins April 1st. Many irriga. 
tion companies, however, do not have their canals cleaned out and in 
readiness to carry water by that time of the year but are dilatory in 
this matter and perhwps the country is favored with a few spring rain~ 
during the month of April and water is not absolutely needed until 
about the middle or latter part of May when weather is liable to turn 
out hot and dry and all of the canal companies desire to draw water at 
once. Perhaps up to this time there has been what seemed to be plenty 
of water in the river, tbe most of which has been coming into the North 
Platte River from the Laramie River and other tributaries this side of 
the Pathfinder Reservoir, which is probably storing all the water avail
able at that time. It can be readily seen from the total amount of the 
appropriations above given that if nearly all the canals began drawing 
approximately their full amount of water, there would be a very sudden 
drop in the river and perhaps a shortage and in some cases the river 
goes entirely dry. This has occurred at different parts of the years, for 
the •past two seasons generally occurring between the 28th of May and 
the lOth of June. However, this year it did not occur until the latter 
part of June. 

In order to better overcome this it is recommended that a law be 
passed requiring every canal company desiring to draw water to give a 
notice of the same stating the time at which they desire to draw water 
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and the amount they desire, to the superintendent of the water division in 
which they are located. This notice should be given to the Superintendent 
at least ten days prior to drawing water. This allowance of time is 
absolutely necessary in order that notices can be given to the Reclama
tion Service to let by so much of the natural flow of the river to take 
care of the Nebraska appropriators and in order for the water to get 
from the reservoir to the point of diversion. 

There are also numerous floods which may either be caused by rain
fall or the breaking of a large canal which arise below the Pathfinder 
Reservoir and thus are not controlled by it. Sometimes these floods occur 
when there has been a shortage of water and a large portion of the head
gates of canals are closed down in order to furnish water to prior rights. 
By the method employed now it is a physical impossibility for a water 
commissioner to get around and serve notices on the different canal 
companies that they may open their ditches and use to their full capacity 
of the flood that is going down. During the past season a large quantity 
of water went past closed ditches notwithstanding the honest endeavors 
of the state officers to serve notice and allow the canals to use this water. 
It is therefore recommended that some change be made in the law 
whereby irrigation companies are placed upon their honor and authority 
be given to the superintendent of the Water Division to telephone any 
officer of any company and instruct him to either open or close the head
gate of their canal as the occasion may demand. In this way when a 
flood happens every canal company can have their ditches open within 
a couple of hours and receive benefits to the full extent of any water 
that happens to come down. Also it will enable the State Officers to 
get quick action in closing the canals. This method of "(lrocedure is fol
lowed in other states where irrigation is practiced and there is no reason 
why it should not be followed in Nebraska. It must be admitted by all 
that there must be state supervision over the delivery and division of 
water for irrigation purposes and if this is conceeded, the choice of the 
manner in which the supervision is to be carried out must undoubtedly 
be for that way in which the results may be obtained the most quickly 
cutting out all red tape. 

The former recommendation of this department that Water Com
missioners be paid direct by state appropriation instead of by counties 
failed to pass at the last session of the Legislature. Scottsbluff county 
is the only county in the state of Nebraska that makes trouble in paying 
the Water Commissioners and refuses from time to time to settle for 
such work. This attitude of the officers of Scotts Bluff county will no doubt 
be a surprise to a large majority of the people of the state when it is 
known that this county has more irrigated land in it than any other 
county within the state; that more time is SIJlent by this department 
supervising irrigation in it than in any other county within fue state; and 
that the supervision and delivery of water to the different ditches accord
ing to their priority in this county means so much to the county. Some 
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way should be worked out by which water commissioners could either be 
paid by a different manner or else to insure them of prompt payment for 
their services, by the county in which the work is done. 

Several canal companies during the past irrigation season refused to 
close their headgates and keep them closed when ordered tO do so by 
officers of the state in order to furnish water to prior appropriators. In 
other instances gates were opened before permission was granted for 
doing the same thus in reality in both instances stealing the water they 
were not entitled to. This was done notwithstanding the fact of the se
vere criminal penalty for such actions. It is conceded in certain portions 
of the state that criminal prosecution could not be maintained against an 
irrigation company or its officers for refusing to follow the orders of 
officers of the State Board. This is a deplorable check and it is sug
gested that some change be made in the law whereby the penalty should 
either be changed, and the penalty fixed so that it would be workable and 
enforceable or the present law regarding criminal procedure changed so 
that the State Board in its criminal cases against water users could pro
cure a change of venue. One thing is certain and that is that a more 
enforceable procedure must be secured. 

Since the Government Reclamation Service offered for sale storage 
water from the Pathfinder Reservoir, over two years ago. there has been 
only six contracts entered into for permanent storage water rights. 

On August 20, 1912, the Farmers' Irrigation District (Tri-State 
Canal) purchased a guaranteed flow of aproximately 180,000 acre feet. 
It was estimated by the Reclamation Engineers that the original ap
propriation of the Tri-State Canal would furnish at least 80,000 acre feet 
during the irrigation season, thus they in reality sold the Farmers" Irri
gation District (Tri-State Canal) approximately 100,000 acre feet 
of stored water at a cost of $5.00 per acre foot, amounting to $500,000.00. 
According to the contract entered into the delivery of the stored water 
can be so changed as to best suit the demands of the purchasing com
pany. 

On March 6, 1913, the Chimney Rock Irrigation District purchased 
from the government a guarantee of 10,300 acre feet, of which the en
gineers of the Reclamation Service estimated that according to the pri
ority of the appropriation of the Chimney Rock Canal, it would be sup
plied with 3, 720 acre feet per season, leaving 6,580 acre feet which the 
government sold, at $5.00 per acre foot or $32,900.00. , 

In the same manner the Browns Creek Irrigation Canal entered into 
a contract with the government under the date of July 14, 1913, for a 
guarantee of 19,900 acre feet, of which the engineers of the Reclamation 
Service estimated that 7,520 acre feet would be furnished by the original 
appropriation leaving 12,380 acre feet which the canal company actually 
purchased at $5.00 per acre feot or $61,900.00. 

Under the date of March 6, 1913, the Beerline Irrigating Canal 
Company purchased from the government a guarantee ftow of 2,800 acre 
feet, of which the engineers of the Reclamation Service estimated that 
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750 acre feet would be furnished under their original appropriation, so 
that the canal company actually purchased 2,050 acre feet at a cost of 
$5.00 per acre foot or a total cost of $10,250.00. 

Under date of the 6th of March, 1913, the Central Irrigation District 
purchased from the government a guarantee flow of 4,050 acre feet of 
stored water, of which the engineers of the Reclamation Service estimated 
that 1,595 acre feet would be furnished under their original river ap
propriation so that the district actually purchased 2,455 acre feet of 
stored water at a cost of $5.00 per acre foot or a total cost of $12,275.00. 

Under date of January 17, 1913, the Gering Irrigation District pur
chased from the government a guaranteed flow of 35,500 acre feet of 
which the Reclamation Service engineers estimated that 15,500 acre 
feet would be furnished under their original appropriation, so that the 
District actually purchased 20,000 acre feet at a cost of $5.00 per acre 
foot or $100,000.00. 

It will be noticed from the above that from the way of figuring each 
canal was charged $5.00 for every acre foot of storage water purchased. 
Other canals have under consideration the advisability of purchasing 
stored water from the government so a's to insure a permanent water 
right, but for various reasons these contracts have not been entered into 
and signed up. 

Storage water has been rented by the. Reclamation Service to various 
other canals at a cost of thirty cents per acre foot per season. 

That section of the law which provides for the cancellation of water 
rights which have not been used for three consecutive years is so drawn 
as to make it Tery expensive and hard to comply with. With the lim
ited appropriation that the department has had during the past biennium 
it has been impossible to proceed to cancel any of the many water rights 
which have not been used for the past three years. The department 
has, however, made field inspections of practically every water right in 
the state and has a very complete record showing exactly the conditions 
that have existed during the past few years under each one. It is rec
ommended that either an appropriation large enough to carry out the 
method of procedure as outlined by the law now be made or else that 
the law be changed in some way to make a similar method of getting 
at the same results . 
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF WATER 

DIVISION NO. 1 

Mr. Donald D. Price, State Engineer, 
Lincoln, Nebr. 

Dear Sir :-I herewith submit my report covering the past two years, 
omitting the usual discussion on general conditions, giving only such 
data as may be of interest on the Platte, North Platte and South Platte 
Rivers and their tributaries. 

The flow of the North Platte River in Nebraska is regulated by the 
United States Reclamation Service at the Pathfinder Reservoir. It is the 
intention of the United States Reclamation Service to, at all times turn 
down out of the reservoir as much of the natural flow as may be necess
sary to supply all water users along the North Platte and Platte Rvers. 
A discharge of approximately five thousand second feet will at the pres
ent time furnish water for all users. However, an inS'pection of the fol
lowing table shows the inflow to rapidly diminish during the months of 
July and August. 

1913 1914 
May ............................................................ 5215 7148 
June ................................... . ...... .4281 8408 
July ............................................................ 1030 1715 
August ...................................................... 394 994 

The· river falls rapidly beginning about July 1st, and usually on the 
lOth of July the demand will exceed the supply and at this time it be
comes necessary to close the headgates of the irrigation canals having 
later priorities of right. Closing and opening the canal headgates is the 
duty of the Water Commissioner of the various districts and for their 
services they are paid by the county in which they act. The counties are 
negligent in this matter and it is suggested that some law be passed 
which will assure the payment of these bills. 

The following table gives the areas irrigated and the sources of sup
ply during the seasons of 1913 and 1914: 

STREAM 1913 
Platte River........ 10,107 
North Platte River... . ........ 265,566 
South Platte River.... ... ............ 2,407 
Birdwood Creek.................................... 125 
White Tail Creek ............................... . 
Lonergan Creek. .................................. . 
Sand Creek. .......................................... . 
Otter Creek ......................................... . 
Blue Creek ........................................... . 
Pumpkin Seed Creek. ........................ . 
Spotted Tail Creek ............................. . 

3,730 
231 
335 

1,538 
7,140 
2,349 

280 

TotaL .............................................. 293808 

1914 
32,221 

284,440 
17,638 

6,560 
847 
500 

1,249 
7,802 
3,740 

160 

355,877 

acres 

• 
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The following table gives the names of the canals having entered 
into a permanent contract with the government for storage water to
gether with the amount purchased in acre feet: 

Canal Amount 
Gering ............... ..... ............ ................... 35,500 acre feet 
Tri-State ·············---------------············--·--------····--··········180,000 
Central . ····························-··········-······················-········· 4,050 
Chimney Rock. ............................................................. 10,300 
Browns Creek········------······· .. .......................... 19,900 
Beerline _ ···············-·······························-··-················-- 2,800 

The Alliance "and Belmont canals rented storage water from the 
government during the season of 1913 and the Alliance, Winters Creek 
and Enterprise Canals on the North Platte River and the Meeker, Blue 
Creek Irrigation District, Iowa Irrigation Company, and the Paisley 
Ditches on Blue Creek rented storage water during the season of 1914. 

The caRals having Blue Creek for their source of supply being later 
•priorities are closed down during a water shortage and the Blue Creek 
Water permitted to flow to the river for the use of earlier priorities. 
The users on Blue Creek made arrangements with the government for 
the purchase of a sufficient quantity of storage water from the Path
finder Reservoir to supplant the flow of Blue Creek and by so doing ob
tained the use of the Blue Creek water for themselves throughout the 
entire season of the year 1914. This arrangement will doubtless be 
duplicated in the future. 

Scottsbluff county contains much of the land reported for irrigation. 
During 1914 this amounted to 80 percent of the total amount of the 
North Platte and Platte Rivers. 

Respectfully, 
R. H. WILLIS, 

Superintendent Water Division No. 1. 
Bridgeport, Nebraska, Sept. 30, 1914. 
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF WATER 

DIVISION NO. 2 

Mr. Donald D. Price, State Engineer, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 

I herewith submit my official report for the biennium ending Septem
ber 30, 1914. 

The situation in this district, in regard to irrigation, is very much the 
same as it was two years ago when I made my report. I am sorry I 
cannot report more improvement in the way of building of reservoirs, 
and the storing of flood waters, as that is the only way that the amount 
of land irrigated in this part of the state can be increased as the normal 
flow of the streams in the northwestern part of the state has been 
appropriated. 

During the present season of 1914, the only stream that furnished 
any water for irrigation the last half of the month of July and all the 
month of August, was the Niobrara River. 

The amount of rail)fall this season has been very light. The gov
ernment gauge established here in Crawford last spring showed the 
following amounts: 

April .................................................................................. 4.20 inches 
May .................................................................................... 1.57 
June ..................................................................................... 51 
July ....................................................................................... 20 
August ................................................................................ 1.09 
September (first half) ..................................................... 39 

Total.. ............................................................................ 7.96 

Being 7.96 inches of rain since the first of April, over one-half 
of which fell in the month of April. 

Owing to the good management of your commissioners, M. J. Gay
hart in the Hat Creek District and J. H. Cook in the Upper Niobrara 
District, I have had very little trouble from either of these districts. I 
have not been able to get a commissioner for the White River and lower 
Niobrara that was satisfactory so that I have had to look after that 
part of the district myself. 

I think there should be an amendment to the Ia w in regard to the 
measurement of water, especially in this district, where the ditches are 
small. I think the commissioner should be allowed to distribute the water 
to each ditch according to their priority giving each ditch all the water 
it has capacity to carry until they have received the amount of water 
they are entitled to. And this should not exceed one acre foot for each 
acre irrigated plus the seepage. Or in other words I think that one acre 



··===========================: 

IRRlGATED OAT S I N WJo;STERN ~EBRASKA 



BOARD OF IRRIGATION, HIGHWAYS AND DRAINAGE 21 

:foot of water to each acre irrigated is sufficient. Though I think that 
the best results would be obtained by applying one-half of it early in the 
season and the other half near the close of the irrigating season. 

Yours respectfully, 
PAGE T. FRANCIS, 

Superintendent Water Division No. 2. 
Crawford, Nebraska, September 30, 1914. 
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DRAINAGE 
The Legislature of 1913 passed the following law relative to drain

age: "All plans for proposed drainage districts shall be approved by 
the state board before any contract is let or begun. The state board 
through its representatives shall have authority to order any change they 
may see fit in said plans and require the drainage district to conform 
thereto, and shall at all times, during the construction, have the right 
to inspect said work and make recommendations pertaining to the 
same. Upon request of any interested party of parties of a proposed 
drainage district, the state board may prepare for them plans and speci
fications for any proposed drainage work at actual cost of doing the 
same." 

This law has only been in effect during the past two years but it 
is believed that it is a good one as it assures the proposed drainage dis
trict of any recommendations or changes that a disinterested party 
acquainted with this work would have after a careful consideration of 
the plans and an inspection of the actual conditions in the field. It also 
insures proper plans for the building of the proposed drainage work to 
the district itself and the proper laying out of the work. 

Several large drainage districts have been formed during the past 
biennium and plans for the same have been presented to and approved by 
this office. One of the largest of these is the Otoe and Johnson Countie~ 
Drainage District Number One, whose plans have been approved just re
cently and the contract for this work is expected to be let some time 
this winter. 

Also under this law the state bo'ard is given authority to make sur
veys for interested parties. As yet no work of this kind has been done 
by the department for the reason that no requests have come in. It is 
expected that after the people of the state become familiar with this 
law and the workings of it that surveys of proposed drainage works will 
be made by this office and arrangements should be made for the proper 
carrying out of this work. The people of the state have not taken as 
much advantage of this portion of the law as they might. 

The benefits which have been derived from drainage works con
structed in the southeastern portion of the state have been very great. 
That section of the state has many streams such as the Nemahas and 
others that drain a large area of rolling land and these streams are 
very crooked, with timber and shrubs growing along the banks ma!dng 
it difficult for the flood water to get away quickly. By the building of 
pro•per drainage ditches, straightening out the channels, a good grade 
is secured with clean, straight banks which allows the water to run oft 

• 
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rapidly and keeps the bottom land along these streams from overflowing. 
Experience has taught that by the building of these ditches, the increase 
in crops on these bottom lands have been such that the improvements 
have been paid for in about two years' time. Also by draining this land 
the value of it increases very materially, more than paying for the cost 
of the drainage works constructed. 

There is also a large field for drainage work to be carried on in the 
irrigated section of our state where large areas have been brought 
under irrigation and the return flow to the stream is seeping up the 
lower lands. A number of drainage ditches have been constructed in 
Scotts Bluff county draining land which would have otherwise becom_• 
seeped . 
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IRRIGATION IN NEBRASKA 
l'repured hy Jrrigation Tnvesligattous, Otfiee of Extwr·iment ~tntions, V. :~. 

DPJHll'fllll:'llt of Agri<'uilun•. lllldt>r· a t•o-oppr·ntin' :l.!.!TPPIIH'lll wilh lllP ~tnt1• En 
g·illt't'l" of XPhra8l.;n, 

ACKNOWLEilGMENTS 

In 1908 0. V. P. Stout, irrigation engineer in the office of Experiment 
Stations, prepared a report on irrigation in Nebraska. The same year 
Adna Dobson, then state engineer of Nebraska, was commissioned by the 
Office of Expel"iment Stations to pm•pare a report on irrigation laws of 
NPbraska. F. W. Stanley, irrigation enginPer. who was in charge of the 
wot·k for the Office of Experiment Stations in Nebraska in 1911, and 
H. C. Diesem, il-rigation engineer, who has been in charge of the work 
sincp Hl12, revised the reports prepared by Messrs. Stout and Dobson, 
and brought the data down to include the year 1912. The present re
port was prepared by Mr. Diesem under a co-operative agreement be
tween the State Engineer of Nebraska and the director of the Office of 
Experiment Stations and is based upon the former reports and upon data 
collected during· Hll4 by the State Engineer and Mr. Diesem. 

INTRODUCTION 
The state of Nebraska lies between 40' and 43'' latitude north and 

the !15" 25' and 104" longitude west being a part of the territory pur
chased from France in 1803 at an average cost of 2 3-5 cents per acre. 
The state is approximately 200 miles wide and the extreme length is 
about 460 miles. It has an area of 77,520 square miles, being nearly 
twice as large as Ohio and larger than the New England states com
bined. The state lies just north of the geographical center of the United 
States and, according to the census of 1910,* contained over 5 per cent of 
the improved lands in the United States. 

TOPOGRAPHY 
The state lies wholly within the region formerly known as the Great 

American Desert, hut now called the Great Plains. The general slope 
of the land is from west to east, and is approximately seven feet to 
the mile. There is also a secondary slope from north to south in the 
eastern portion of the state. The altitude of the state varies from less 
than 830 feet in the extreme southeastern part to an average of nearly 
5,000 feet along the Nebraska-Wyoming state line. 

The state may be divided into three regions~the Loess, the Sand 
Hill and the High Plains.+ 

*TbirtPPnth ('(·n~us. r. ~ .. 0 O!HO), pp. G7·70. 
t'l'hf' following- dP:o:('\'ipjioHR of flw:w rPg-ions llnw• he('n eomp!lf'(l from pnper.~ 

or Gt>Ol'g't' E. ('ondra. Jll'clf<"R:'<OI" of g-pogrnph,\' mttl {'('(lJ\Oilllt' .~f'olog-:v in thP rni
Y('I'Sit r of Nehrnskn. 
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Loess Region 
This region, so named because of the prevalent surface deposits, in

cludes the eastern third of the state, and in the southern part extends 
westward along nearly the entire length of the state. It comprises about 
oneJhalf the area of the state. The region is composed of smooth loess 
plains, broad alluvial plains, hill lands and small areas modified by bluffs 
and canyons. The subsoil is deep. 

In the eastern part of the region the subsoil is of a glacial forma
tion and consists of three fairly distinct drift sheets. namely: a bluish 
clay overlaid by sand and gravel, which in turn is overlaid by clay, ehang
ing from yellow to a brown color near the surface. Boulders are to be 
found in each drift sheet, but in relatively small numbers. 'I'he drift 
forms the core of most of the hill land of eastern N<>hraska. Com is th" 
ehief .crop upon these lands, but the roughest of them are devoted 1n 
grazing and growing trees. 

At various places in the Loess rep;ion, as south of the Platte river, 
fhe land is a smooth plain, the loess deposit having capped a portion of 
the glacial area. The deposits are deep and the soil is fertile and easily 
tilled except where the land is rough. Such land is more valuable than 
that of the glacial regions as it contains enough lime to make it sweet, 
and for this and other reasons, is well suited to alfalfa. Alfalfa, wheat 
corn, oats, and other cereals are grown throughout the Loess region, but 
in the middle •part the leading crop is wheat. This is due to the fad. 
that the smooth topography makes harvesting easy, and the precipitation 
-10 to 25 inches anually-is sufficient for wheat but is a little light for 
corn. Tlhere is comparatively little farming in the western part of the 
Loess region except in the valleys, and grazing is the chief industry. 

The broad alluvial plains of the Platte valley are a feature of this 
rep;ion. This valley was formerly at a much lower level than at present, 
put the river has filled it in with sediment to the elevation of the pres
ent benches and then eroded a channel, leaving the benches on the sides 
of the valley. The upbuilding made the river unfit for navigation. 

The Loess region is the richest agricultural district in the state. 
It is the most thickly settled and best improved section of the state, and 
is well supplied with good wagon roads, towns and railroads. 

Sand Hill Region 
The Sand Hill region is located between 98° and 103' latitude be

t.ween the Niobrara river on the north and the North Platte and Platte 
rivers on the south. In addition, there are some scattered, detached 
areas lying south of the South Platte river. This region comprises 
;~n area of approximately 20,000 square miles. The soil is chiefly dune 
s.~nd. Throughout the region dunes, ridges, basins and valleys are the 
prevailing land formations. The rivers are few, but there are sev
eral gr~ups of small lakes. Drainage is principally underground, the 
water coming to the streams through springs. The soil is poor except on 
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the firmer lands in the larger valleys where good wild grass lands are 
found. This region supports a thin growth of hard-stem gr~U~,Ses and low 
shrubs, which form a basis of the leading industry-cattle raising. 
What little agricultural land there is usually is to be reached only by 
heavy roads leading- across the dune sand. The region is very sparsely 
settled. The lack of development in this section is due to the quality of 
the soil rather than to the lack of precipitation. 

High Plains Region 

The western portion of the state formerly was smooth table land 
or high plains but the continual eroding action of the streams has cut deep 
valleys across the plain, producing small provinces each having distinct 
features to topography, drainage, water supply, vegetation and indus
tries. These provinces are the Pierre and White River plains, Pine 
Ridge, the Box Butte plains, the Platte valley, the Wild Cat range, and 
the Cheyenne plains. Pine Ridge lies between the White River and Hat 
Creek drainage basins on the north and the Niobrara river on the south. 
It is about 100 miles in length, has an area of approximately 5,000 
square miles, and rises to an elevation of 5,100 feet. Wild Cat range 
is located between the North Platte and Pumpkinseed valleys and extends 
eastward from the Wyoming line about 40 miles. T'he highest point of 
this range is Hogback mountain. which rises to an elevation of 5,082 feet. 
Cheyenne plains is located south of the Pumpkinseed valley and extends 
south to the state line. This plain has been modified by the eroding of a 
shallow valley by Lodge Pole creek. The highest point in the state is 
northwest of Kimball in this plain, and rises to an elevation of over 5,340 
feet. 

Most of the High Plains region is capped by tertiary deposits-clay 
below the sandy to pebbly above. The original surface is in the pro
cess of destruction by rivers and wind. The North Platte river has 
eroded a valley several miles wide to a depth of 600 to 800 feet below 
the bordering plains, but at the present time is apparently refilling its 
bed. Between the tables and tbe bottom lands are benches and steep 
valley slopes, the latter in the process of dissection. The smooth Ulp

lands are covered with buffalo grass and other gramma grasses and 
are known as the short-grass country. 

The water supply, although at considerable depth below the surface 
is of good quality. The soils vary from fine to coarse in texture anti 
produce grazing, but as a rule are not sufficiently drouth-resistant -for 
farming. Small areas, where the soil is of close texture and deep, grow 
good crops, thus showing that the type of soil is of as much importance 
as the amount of rainfall. 

Most of the steep valley sides are bare, but in some places they 
support thin stands of pines and cedars. The more gradual slopes grow 
bunch grass, prairie grass, blue stem and sagebrush and are given over 
almost exclusively to grazing. The alluvial and other smooth lands 
along the valleys g-row native hay. Much of the bottom and bench 

• 
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lands, especially along the North Platte river, are farmed under irriga
tion. These irrigated sections, with their settlements and towns, are a 
distinct contrast to the retarded development of other sections of this 
region. 

CLIMATE 

The earliest climatological records of the state were those kept 
at the various army posts, the earliest being those at Fort Kearney, 
which were begun in 1849. Records were kept by settlers at Omaha in 
1857, at Bellevue in 1858, and at Nebraska City in 1859. It was not until 
1878, however, that an organized attempt was made to study the cli
mate of the state, at which time Professor Gilbert E. Bailey, of the State 
University, organized the observers into what he called a volunteer 
weather service "for the purpose of collecting facts and securing an ac
curate and complete history of the weather of Nebraska." The organi
zation thus formed has existed much the same to the present time, and 
for more than thirty years a monthly report of the weather has been 
issued without a single omission. Sufficient data has been collected to 
show the error in the belief of the early settlers that the climate was 
rapidly changing. Observations extending over half a century show no 
evidence of a change in climate. The variations observed in the half cen
tury would have occurred the same in all probability had the land been 
uninhabited, and are similar to those occurring elsewhere. The climate 
of the state is determined by its position on the continent, independent 
of anything within its borders except altitude. • 

TEMPERATURE 

The highest mean annual temperature-52 °-occurs in the south
eastern portion of the state. There is a decrease westward to 50° in 
Dundy county at an elevation of 3.250 feet; that for the most southern 
tier of counties being about 51 °. There also is a decrease to the north 
at the rate of about 1 degree for each 38 miles, so that the mean an
nual temperature along most of the northern boundary is about 46 °, It 
falls below 45 o in the extreme northwest. The lower temperatures in 
the western and northern parts of the state are due in part to the 
higher elevations. .January is the coldest month, with a mean tempera
ture of 25 o in the southeast, and zoo or a little less in the northwestern 
part. February is almost as cold, averaging about 3 degrees warmer, 
while December is next, with an average of about 2 degrees higher 
than February. While the coldest weather of the year may occur in 
any one of these months, it is most likely to occur during the last half 
of January. Temperatures of 10° and 20° below zero, and on rare oc
casions 30 o below, occur on the coldest days. In the elevated portion 
of the northwestern part of the state as low as 47 o below zero has 
been recorded. The temperature rises during March, April, May and 

*NPwspnpPr nrti('lf'~ nnrl rlntn from G. A. Loveland. flire('tor of Xt>hra~ka 
RP<'tlon. F. S. \Venther Bureau. 
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June at the rate of about 10 degrees each month. July is the warmest 
month, with a range in mean temperature from 78 o in the southeast 
to 72° in the northwest. The hottest days in summer most frequently 
occur during the last half of July, but the hottest period of the year 
sometimes comes in August and September. The temperature com
monly reaches 100 o on the hottest day of the season, while in the ex
tl-eme heat of 1913, temperatures of 106 ° to 112 • were recorded in 
several places. The high temperatures seldom last more than a few 
hours in the middle of the day. Usually there is a wind blowing and 
the air is quite dry, making the high temperature less oppressive than 
the figures would seem to indicate. In the evening there is always a 
drop in temperature, so that even in the hottest weather the nights 
usually are comfortably cool. 

The last killing frost in the spring generally occurs in the south
eastern part of the state during the last ten days of April. In the 
greater part of the agricultural section of the state the last killing frost 
occurs about May 1, while in the northwest, the more elevated section, 
the season is about two weeks later. The first killing frost 'in the fall 
occurs in the northwestern portion of the state generally during the 
last week of September and five to ten days later in the South Platte 
valley district. The average number of days without killing frost dur
ing the growing season is 155 to 165 in the southeastern portion of the 
state; 145 to 155 in the northeastern, central and southwestern portions; 
and 130 to 135 in the northwestern portion. 

RAINFALL* 

Probably to the average person more interest centers around the 
question of rainfall than all other climatic factors combined. A larger 
proportion of each inch of rainfall is absorbed by a cultivated soil than 
by prairie sod. This fact accounts for the tales of early settlers who 
relate how the draws ran bank full after each heavy shower. Thus, 
the same rainfall furnishes more moisture available for vegetation now 
than before cultivation. This has induced a firm belief in the minds of 
many that somehow in spite of the rain gauges and statistics, the rain
fall is increasing. The precipitation of Nebraska is chiefty in the form 
of rain. The snowfall for a year averages about 25 inches, equal to 
about 2¥.. inches of water, or about one-tenth of the annual precipita
tion. The moisture precipitated over Nebraska comes largely from the 
Gulf of Mexico and is brought by the prevailing southerly and south
easterly winds of spring and summer. The total annual precipitation 
slightly exceeds 32 inches in the southeastern part of the state. It de
creases northward to 28 inches in Dixon county near the northeast 
corner, and westward at a rate of approximately 1 inch for each 25 
miles to about the 100th meridian; thence westward the decrease is 

*Notes and data by G. A. Loveland, dlr~ctor ot Nebraska section, and H. P. 
Harden, lo<'al observer, North Platte, U. S. Weather Bureau. 

• 
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about one inch for each 30 miles, so that in Kimball, Banner and Scotts 
Bluff counties the rainfall is but little more than 15 inches. It is a trifle 
more in the extreme northwest, where it seems to be influenced by the 
Black Hills. 

Very little rain or snow falls during the winter months, the average 
being less than 1 inch of water per month from November to February 
inclusive. ·A slight increase is manifested in March, but the spring rains 
begin in April when 2 to 2'h inches is the normal for the western por
tion of the state. May, June and July are the months of greatest rain
fall.. The normal rainfall for the entire state in May is 3.69 inches; 
June, 3.89 inches, and July, 3.59 inches, making the total for the three 
months 11.17 inches, or 46 per cent of the annual precipitation. Ex
pressed in a more detailed form, the normal rainfall for the southeastern 
portion of the state in May is 4.85 inches; June, 4.61 inches, and July, 
5.25 inches, a total of 14.71 inches, or 43 per cent of the annual precipi
tation for that section. In the northeastern portion the normal rainfall 
in May is 4.24 inches; June, 4.42 inches, and July, 3.35 inches, a total of 
12.01 inches, or 42 per cent of the annual precipitation in that section. 
The normal rainfall in Dundy county in May is 2.40 inches; June, 2.97 
inches, and July, 2.93 inches, or a total of 8.30 inches, which is 50 per 
cent of the annual precipitation. In the northwestern portion of the 
state the normal for the year increases slightly, but the normals for 
June, July and August show a slight decrease, being 2.69 inches in May; 
2.91 inches in June, and 2.04 inches in July, a total of 7.61 inches, which 
is 46 per cent of the annual precipitation. 

June is the month of heaviest rainfall, and in the average month 
rain falls at any one place on 8 or 9 of the 30 days. In the past 40 
years of observations at North Platte 21 Junes have had periods of five 
or more days without rain; ten had periods of ten or more consecutive 
days without .01 inch or more of rain; ten had periods of fifteen or more 
consecutive days without sufficient moisture to benefit vegetation, and on 
three occasions drouthic conditions extended throughout the entire month. 

While the average monthly rainfall for May and July is nearly the 
same as for June, there is a greater liability to variation from the normal. 
In May this variation is less likely to be important as the temperature is 
lower than in July, and also the rainfall is less likely to occur in heavy 
thunderstorms with the accompanying large percentage of run-off. Rain 
falls in May on the average on about the same number of days as in June, 
yet drouth periods are more likely to appear in May than in June. In 
the observations for forty years at North Platte, 27 Mays have had per
iods of five or more consecutive days without rain; 11 have had periods 
of ten or more consecutive days without .01 inch of rain; 15 have had 
periods of fifteen or more consecutive days without sufficient rainfall to 
benefit vegetation; and drouthic conditions existed throughout the entire 
month on seven occasions. 
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In July the showers are slightly farther apart than in June, but with 
a greater rainfall in each shower. In the average July, rain falls at any 
one place on seven or eight of the thirty-one days. In 40 years at 
North Platte, 26 Julys have had periods of five or more consecutive days 
without rain; 11 have had periods of ten or more consecutive days with
out .01 inch or more of rain; 9 have had periods of fifteen or more con
secutive days without sufficient rainfall to benefit vegetation; a:nd drouthic 
conditions have extended throughout the entire month on five occasions. 

The decrease in rainfall after July is rapid in the western portion 
of the state. The normal rainfall for August is only about three-fourths 
that of July, and the September normal is only about 65 per cent of that 
of August. Not only are the showers in August farther apart than 
in June and July but the amount of rainfall in the average shower is 
less. Heavy rains are less likely to occur in August than in June or July 
and drouth periods are more common. 

During the summer months a very large proportion of the rainfall 
in Nebraska occurs in thunder showers. A shower usually lasts but 
a short time but frequently there is a heavy rainfall. A slight or mod
erately heavy all-day rain rarely occurs. During September, light rains 
lasting 12 to 24 hours, accompanied by little or no lightning, become 
more common. Rain falls on the average four or five days during the 
month. In fact, two-thirds of the September rainfall usually occurs in 
one wet period, lasting from two to four days. In October the dry sea
son is rapidly approaching. Rain falls at any one place on an average 
of four of the thirty-one days. Drouth periods are frequent and in
cluding parts of the adjoining months periods of 20 to 60 days have oc
curred without sufficient rainfall to benefit vegetation. 

HUMIDITY* 
The average relative humidity for the state is near 70 per cent. In 

the western portion of the state it frequently falls below 10 per cent 
during the afternoon of the spring and summer months. 

WINDS* 

The prevailing direction of the wind is from the northwest unless 
influenced by local conditions. The wind blows from the south and 
southwest the greater portion of the time during the warm months of 
June, July and August, and with more or less frequency during the rest 
of the year, but from the middle of September to the middle of May 
the preponderance of wind is from the northwest. The normal mean 
velocity of the wind for the state is 10 miles per hour. Storm ve-

•P. S. Dept .. \gr .. 'VPather Rur. Rnmmnry of the Cltmatologt('al Data for 
lJnited States by Districts, sects. 35, 36, nnd 37. 

• 
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locities of 30 to 50 miles are frequently recorded. Velocities of 70 to 
80 miles per hour have occurred at rare intervals, but for short periods 
of time, and in the eastern portion of the state usually are accompanied 
by severe thunder storms. 

WATER RESOURCES 

The rainfall in the eastern half of the state is usually sufficient to 
produce crops and irrigation is not practiced, but in the western third 
or possibly half of the state, farming without irrigation is a hazard
ous undertaking. Generally the direct flow, during the spring and early 
summer months, of the streams located in the western part of the state 
greatly exceeds the demand for irrigation, but in the latter summer 
months it rapidly diminishes and is inadequate for the acreage now 
under irrigation canals. These streams are subject to •periodic floods 
during the early spring months,_ due to the melting snows and heavy 
spring rains and, if these floods could be stored in reservoirs, lands 
that are now lying practically idle could be reclaimed and made pro
ductive. 

The general course of all the drainage within the borders of the 
state is in an easterly direction. The physical features of the state 
are such that the streams have eroded valleys into the high plains that 
formerly traversed the western portion of the state, leaving high di
vides between the adjacent drainage basins. The three principal drain
age basins are those of the Niobrara, the Platte and the Republican 
rivers, located in the northern, central and southern portions of the 
state respectively. The largest of these is the Platte river and its 
branches, the chief of which are the North Platte, the South Platte, 
Loup and Elkkhorn rivers. There are few minor areas drained by the 
following streams: Hat creek, in the extreme northwest corner of the 
state; White river, draining an area lying between Hat creek and the 
Niobrara river; and the Big Blue, Little Blue and Nemaha rivers, drain
ings areas in the southeastern portion of the state. There also are 
many small creeks in the eastern and northeastern partS of the state that 
flow directly into the Missouri river. 

STREAM MEASUREMENTS. Gauging stations have been main
tained upon many of the streams by the office of the state engineer 
which, to a great extent, has worked in conjunction with the U. S. 
Geological Survey.• With very few exceptions these gauging stations 
have not been operated during the winter months and the records do 
not show the entire flow of the stream. A'Pproximately 2,000,000 
acre-feet of water flows from the semi-arid portions of the. state eaeh 
year as follows: 

*RPports of statP E"ngineer. and U. R. C'reol. Surn·~· 'Vater-Supply Papers 27, 
37, 49. 66, 75. 84. 99. 130, 131, 172. 2~. 246, 266. 286. and :!00. 
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Acre-feet 
Hat Creek ....................................... -················-······················· 50,000 
White River ..................................................... -········-··········-· 100,000 
Niobrara River ......................................... -............................... 500,060 
Platte River, less 1,070,000 acre-feet stored in Path-

finder dam.............................................................................. 930,000 
Republican River...................................................................... 400,000 

1,980,000 

Since the state laws allow 3 acre-feet per acre, over 600,000 acres 
could be irrigated with the above water supply, provided it could be 
stored and put upon the lands. 

NORTH PLATTE RIVER. Numerous small streams having their 
sources in the high mountain ranges that surround North Park, located 
in the north-central portion of Colorado, and flowing toward the center 
of the park, which lies 4,000 to 5,000 feet below the bordering ranges, 
form the· headwaters of the North Platte river. The river flows north
ward into Wyoming, but near Casper on the north side of the Casper 
range, turns to the east and southeast, crossing the Nebraska-Wyom
ing state line 70 miles south of the northwest corner of Nebraska, and 
maintains a southeasterly direction to its junction with the South Platte 
river a few miles east of the town of North Platte. The river crosses 
the Colorado-Wyoming line at an elevation of about 8,000 feet, the 
Wyoming-Nebraska line at an elevation of 4,040 feet, and at its junction 
with the South Platte river is 2, 760 feet above sea level. It has a length 
of about 650 miles and a total drainage area of 28,800 square miles, of 
which 1,800 square miles are in Colorado, 20,000 square miles in Wyom
ing, and nearly 7,000 square miles in Nebraska. The principal tribu
taries in Wyoming are the Medicine Bow, Sweetwater and Laramie 
rivers, which, together with the smaller tributaries, drain practically 
all of the southeast quarter of that state. 

From just north of Guernsey, Wyo., the river flows through a valley 
which has been eroded out of the high plain. This valley gradually 
widens toward the east, attaining a width of 10 to 15 miles in Nebraska. 
The stream bed is broad and shallow, and lies about 700 feet below the 
bordering divides. The stream is bordered by benches or tables which 
usually rise abruptly from one to the other. The higher benches are 
marked by cliffs and buttes of various forms and heights. Numerous 
small tributaries have cut similar valleys from the divides through the 
benches to the river bed. The >principal tributaries within Nebraska are 
the Pumpkinseed, White Trail, Blue and Birdwood creeks. The soil of the 
valley is an alluvial deposit with some outcroppings of Brule clay, and 
is usually termed a sandy loam. 

The precipitation along the river ranges from 20 inches and over in 
the high mountains, to about 11 inches in the lower mountains, and from 

• 

• 
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15 inches at the Nebraska-Wyoming line to nearly 19 inches at North 
Platte. The melting snows in the mountains cause periodic floods, which 
reach their maximum stage during the latter part of May, or in June. 
At such times the discharge of the river often exceeds 20,000 second
feet and has reached a maximum of 29,600 second-feet. The flow di
minishes rapidly during the latter portion of the summer months and 
the discharge is less than 100 second-feet during the months of August 
and September. 

Irrigation is practiced quite extensively along the North Platte 
river. During the spring and early summer months the water supply is 
adequate, but during the later growing months the demands for irriga
tion far exceed the natural flow of the river. There are excellent reser
voir sites to be found along the upper course of the river and the U. S. 
Reclamation Service has developed the most notable one, the Path
finder reservoir, by building a dam 218 feet high which stores 1,070,000 
acre-feet of water for use upon the North Platte project. 

The office of state engineer has maintained numerous gauging sta
tions along the river, the records of which are to be found in the hy
drographic report of the state engineer for 1914. 

PUMPKINSEED CREEK. This tributary of- the North Platte 
drains a valley between the Wild Cat range and the Cheyenne plains. 
The valley is 50 miles long, about 12 miles wide at the upper end, and 
gradually narrows to a width of about 4 miles. The bed of the creek 
lies 200 to 400 feet below the crest of the Wild Cat range and 300 to 
500 feet below the crest of the divide on the south. 

The creek rises in the northwestern portion of Banner county from 
springs and seeps on the south face of the Wild Cat range and flows 
eastwardly along the base of the range for a distance of 40 miles, where 
it turns abruptly to the north for a few miles and empties into the North 
Platte river several miles east of the town of Bridgeport. 

There are many small tributaries from the south, but these supply 
water only during the rainy portions of the spring months. During the 
low stages of the flow the water sinks into the sand and gravel of the 
stream beds. The principal tributaries are the Lawrence Fork and 
Greenwood creeks. The tributaries from the north are all short, and 
although some small springs are to be found at the heads of the canyons, 
no water flows down the canyon except during flood periods. 

The creek and its tributaries are subject to early spring floods, due 
to the melting 'snows, and dams built for diverting water for irrigation 
are often washed out. The annual rainfall within this drainage area 
ranges between 15 and 16 inches. 

Considerable -irrigation is practiced along the course of the stream 
and during the growing season there is a scarcity of water. A few 
guagings have been made on the creek. The highest discharge, 30 sec
ond-feet, was recorded during the month of June, 1907. The early 
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spring floods exceed this discharge but no guagings have been made at 
flood stage. With the few gaugings on record it would be useless to at;.. 
tempt to estimate either the discharge of the stream or the run-off from 
the valley. If the spring floods could be stored, quite an additional area 
could be brought under irrigation. 

BLUE CREEK. There are many who advocate the theory that the 
true scource of Blue creek is Snake creek, which rises in the sand hills in 
the southeastern portion of Sioux county and flows in a southeasterly 
direction through a shallow valley on the table land north of the North 
Platte river and which, upon entering the sand-hill region, in the south
eastern portion of Box Butte county, disappears. They base their belief 
upon the fact that successive valleys and lakes are encountered between 
the place where Snake creek disappears and Beaver lake which is the 
source of Blue creek. From Beaver lake the creek flows in a southeast
erly direction for a distance of about 35 miles and empties into the 
North Platte river west of the town of Lewellen. 

The annual rainfall in this section is about 17 inches. The rainfall 
from the precipitation that falls in the sand-hill region, which acts as a 
storage reservoir, reappears in the form of springs. The creek is spring
fed and has a very steady flow throughout the entire year. Guag
ings made from time to time show the average flow to be approximately 
90 second-feet. The highest discharge recorded was measured in March, 
1897, when the flow was 115 second-feet. Considerable irrigation is prac
ticed in the lower end of the valley and some water is diverted and used 
on the land lying contiguous to the North Platte River. 

There are several reservoir sites on this creek which can be devel
oped at a reasonable cost. The construction of one or more of these would 
insure water for irrigation purposes during the latter part of the sea
son when all of the direct flow of the creek is needed to supply canals 
along the North Platte river having earlier priorities and would make 
possible the bringing of a larger area under irrigation. 

WHITE TAIL CREEK. White Tail Creek has its source in the 
northern part of Keith county from springs in the sand-hill region north 
of the North Platte river and flows in a southeasterly direction for 10 or 
12 miles, and empties into the North Platte river a short distance west of 
Keystone. The annual rainfall in this vicinity is about 18 inches. 

The flow of the creek is supplied from springs and is quite uniform 
throughout the year. Some gaugings of this creek have been made. The 
highest discharge measured was during the month of May, 1902, when 
the flow was 36 second-feet. Measurements during the months of August 
and September, 1910, showed a flow of 23 second-feet. The flow is di
verted and used in irrigating lands that lie contiguous to the North Platte 
river. 

BIRDWOOD CREEK. Birdwood creek rises in the southern portion 
of McPherson county, from springs located in the sand-hill region, flows .. 
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in a southerly direction for about 28 or 30 miles, and unites with the 
North Platte river northwest of Hershey. The annual rainfall in this 
section is a little over 18 inches. 

The creek is fed by springs and is noted for its constant flow. It is the 
most important tributary of the North Platte river in Nebraska. Some 
guagings have been made at various times. The highest discharge, 183 
second-feet, was recorded in August, 1901, and the lowest discharge, 123 
second-feet, recorded in May, 1898. The office of the state engineer has 
maintained a gua~ing station upon the creek during the past year. The 
flow of the stream is diverted and used in irrigating the bench lands 
bordering the North Platte river. 

SOUTH PLATTE RIVER. The headwaters of the South Platte 
'river drain the high mountain peaks surrounding South Park, a basin 
near the center of the State of Colorado, and the eastern slope of the 
mountains forming the Continental Divide. These mountains vary in 
altitude from 9,000 to 14,000 feet. 

The general course of the stream is eastward to Lake George, thence 
northward through a deep canyon in the Frontal range known as Platte 
canyon, for a distance of 30 or 40 miles. It enters the plains about 20 
miles southwest of Denver, flows northward through Denver, to its 
junction with the Cache Ia Poudre river near Greeley, and thence east
ward across the Colorado-Nebraska state line at a point 8 miles west 
of the northeast corner of Colorado and on until it unites with the North 
Platte river east of the town of North Platte. 

The tributaries of the South Platte river may be divided into two 
classes: Those having their sources in the mountains where the drainage 
area is rough and precipitous and covered with forests; and those having 
their sources in and draining the Great Plains east of the mountains. The 
latter are more or Jess intermittent in their flow. 

The precipitation along the course is 25 inches, falling mostly in 
the form of snow, along the Continental Divide; 14 inches at Denver 
whe>re the river emerges upon the plains; 16 inches at Julesburg, Colo., 
just ·before the river enters Nebraska; and 19 inches at North Platte, 
Nebr., where the river joins the North Platte river. 

The flow of the tributaries rising in the mountains is perennial, but 
because of diversions little, if any, water reaches the South Platte 
river except in times of flood. The tributaries having their sources in 
the plains furnish water only during times of heavy precipitation. This 
results in floods during the months of May and June, the volume of 
which depends upon the seasons. 

The drainage area above Julesburg, Colo., is 20,600 square miles. 
The flow at that point varies from nothing up to 12,000 second-feet. 

The South Platte valley within Nebraska is about 80 miles long and 
averages several miles in width. The river bed lies over 100 feet below 
the bordering uplands. The river skirts the base of the hills on the 
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north, which rise much more abruptly than those on the south. The lied 
is wide and sandy and contains numerous islands, forming many chan
nels all of which flow during flood stages. During the low stages the 
water flows in a few channels, changing channels from time to time on 
account of the shifting sand. 

At one time considerable irrigation was practiced in Nebraska along 
this valley, but the area has diminished considerably due to the short
age of water. The State of Colorado refuses to recognize the priorities 
in Nebraska and subsequent water rights in Colorado now divert prac
tically all of the flow of this river. With the exception of flood periods 
the river bed at North Platte is practically dry for the entire year. 

The U. S. Geological Survey maintained a guaging station at Or
chard, Colo., from 1898 to 1900. In 1901 this station was discontinued 
and a new station located at Kersey Colo. There is only one break in the 
records, during the year 1904, when the Kersey station was not main
tained. The station was established at Julesburg, Colo., in 1902. The 
records for the flow of the river for these stations can be found in U. S. 
Geological Survey Papers. • 

LODGE POLE CREEK. This creek has its source in the Laramie 
mountains in Wyoming, approximately 75 miles west of the Nebraska
Wyoming state line, and flows in an easterly direction entering Ne
braska 13 miles north of the Colorado line. The stream winds its way · 
through Nebraska for a distance of 90 miles and then enters Colorado 
19 miles west of the northeast corner of that state, and unites with the 
South Platte river 6 miles south of the state line. 

Within the state of Nebraska the creek is located on the divide be
tween the North Platte and the South Platte rivers and is a narrow, 
winding stream, not over 20 feet wide at its widest point, that has cut 
its way into the high plains to a depth of approximately 300 feet. The 
valley is 1 to 3 miles wide and contains two benches. The lower bench 
produces wild grass. The upper bench, containing the greater area, has 
a gradual rise back from the creek and then an abrupt rise to the table 
lands. 

The creek disappears and then reappears three times along its 
course. Eighteen miles west of the Nebraska-Wyoming line the flow 
disappears in the sand and the bed remains dry for a distance of 15 miles. 
About 30 miles east of the state line it disappears a second time and the 
bed remains dry for a distance of 10 miles, and about 24 miles farther 
east it disappears again for a distance of 5 miles. At the points where 
the flow disappears, the creek bed widens out, is very sandy and gravelly • 

. and is covered with vegetation. Only during flood times is water" known 
to flow through these dry sections of the stream. 

•u. S. Geol. Survey Papers 27, 3'i, 49, 75, 84, 99, 131, 172, 208, 2-Hi. 266, 286,_ 
and 306. 
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Lodge Pole creek drains a long, narrow valley having a total drain
ag-e area of 2,200 square miles, of which 850 square miles are in Wyom
ing, and 1,350 square miles in Nebraska. The water supply is derived 
almost entirely from springs, as the only tributaries, with the exception 
of a few spring-fed ones less than one mile in length, are dry draws. 

The creek enters the state at an elevation of 5,000 feet and crosses 
the Nebraska-Colorado line at an elevation of 3,500 feet, and has an av
erage fall of 17 feet per mile in Nebraska. Numerous gaugings have 
been made from time to time. These show the discharge to range be
tween 1 and 48 second-feet. During short flood stages, however, the flow 
greatly exceeds these amounts. The creek is noted for its early spring 
floods due to melting snows and heavy spring rains. 

Irrigation is practised ~xtensively along the valley, and taking into 
consideration the size of the creek, more is accomplished in this valley / 
than from any other stream in the state. // 

PLATTE RIVER. The Platte river is formed a few miles east of the 
town of North Platte by the junction of the North Platte and the South 
Platte rivers and winds eastward across the state for a distance of 250 
miles, uniting with the Missouri river about 15 miles south of Omaha. 

The stream bed, which lies 50 to 400 feet below the crest of the bor
dering bluffs, is broad, shallow and contains numerous channels that 
have been cut between permanent islands. The river flows through a 
broad, level valley, which is 15 to 20 miles in width, except east of Ash
land where it is confined between limestone bluffs. The river practically 
has no drainage from the south, but a large area in the north1-central 
and the northeastern portions of the state are drained by its two prin
cipal tributaries, the Loup and Elkhorn rivers. 

The preci<pitation along the course ranges from 19 inches at North 
Platte, to about 30 inches at Ashland, the average precipitation for th<' 
entire valley being about 23 inches, of which over 15 inches fall during 
the growing season and about one-half of the remainder is in the form 
of snow. The river is subject to periodic floods, caused by melting snows 
on the headwaters of the North Platte and South Platte rivers. These 
floods reach their maximum in June and July, when a discharge of over 
:14,000 second-feet has been recorded. During the early nineties con
siderable irrigation was undertaken along the entire valley. Since that 
time the irrigated acreage has diminished until at the !Hesent time it 
is only a fractional part of what it formerly was. There is no irriagtion 
undertaken east of the vicinity of Kearney. 

REPUBLICAN RIVER. The Republican river is form~d about () 
miles east of the Colorado-Nebraska line by the junction of the :North 
l"ork and the Arickaree or Middle Fork. The North Fork has its source 
in springs in the sand-hill region, about 24 miles west of the state line, 
and flows in an easterly direction, entering the state about 4 1/" miles 
north of the southwest corner. The A rickaree has its source in the ariel 
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plains of eastern Colorado, about equi-distant from Denver and Colorado 
Springs, about 90 miles west of the east line of Colorado, flows in a 
northeasterly direction, and drains a very narrow territory. Crossing the 
northwestern corner of Kansas, it enters Nebraska 3 miles east of the 
southwest corner, and in conjunction with the North Fork, just below 
the town of Haigler, forms the Republican river. These tributaries 
Pnter the state at an elevation of approximately :1,::!00 feet. Th~ river 
itself flows in an easterly direction almost parallel with and newr 
more than 21 miles distant from the south line of the state for a distanee 
of about 240 miles, then turn to tbP southeast in the vicinity of Su
perior and crosses into Kansas at an elevation of approximately l,liOO 
feet. The average fall across the state is 7'1:! feet per mile. 

The river, which is wide and shallow, is principally confined by low, 
sandy banks, which, in the western portion of the state, are devoid of 
timber. The stream bed lies from 200 to 400 feet below the bordering 
uplands and is largely composed by shifting sand. The valley borrlering 
the stream is approximately 3 miles in width, and the soil is a heavy 
alluvial deposit. The rise from the valley to the uplands is rather abrupt. 

The river is fed by numerous springs and spring-fed tributaries along 
its course. Practically all of the larger tributaires flow from the south, 
as it is not far to the Platte and the South Platte rivers on the north. 
The princiopal tributaries are the South Fork, Frenchman river and 
Medicine, Sappa and Prairie Dog creeks. 

The South Fork rises in the same vicinity and flows parallel to and 
not far from the Middle Fork. H drains a large area in both Colorado 
and Kansas, enters Nebraska 26 miles east of the southwest corner, and 
flows into the Republican river just east of the town of Benkelman. 

The annual rainfall along the course of the Republican river ranges 
from about 17 inches at the western line of the state, to 28 inches where 
the river crosses the state line into Kansas. 

Irrigation is practised in the western portion of the valley. During· 
the early growing season the flow is adequate to supply the demand for 
irrigation, but during the hotter growing months of the summer the 
flow diminishes to such an extent that there is always a shortage of 
water. If the normal flow during the winter months and the spring 
floods could be stored in suitable reservoirs, irrigation could no doubt 
be more generally practiced in the western portion of the state anrl 
there would be a possibility of bringing more acres under cultivation. 

During the years 1902 to 1906, inclus-ive, guaging stations were main
tained upon the Republican river and the South Fork at Benkelman. The 
drainage areas above this •point are 2,965 square miles for the Repub
lican river, and 5,910 square miles for the South Fork, making a total 
of 9,875 square miles. The records of the above stations are to be 
found in the hydrographic report of the state engineer for 1914. These 
records show that the flow of the Sou~h Fork ranges between 0 and 
::!97 second-feet as a maximum, with a possible normal flow of 55 second-
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feet; that the flow of the Republican river ranges between 0 and 398 
second-feet as a maximum with a possible normal flow of ti5 second-feet 
and that during the summer months the flow of the river becomes very 
low, and that at times the bed was dry. Residents along the stream 
claim that it is nothing unusual to see the river bed above the mouth 
of the Frenchman river dry during the summer months. 

FRENCHMAN RIVER. This stream has its source upon the plains 
east of Sterling, Colo., but springs in the vicinity of Holyoke, Colo., furn
ish the first running water. The river flows in a southeasterly direc
tion crossing the Colorado-Nebraska line about 38 miles north of the 
southwest corner of Nebraska, and empties into the Republican river 
east of the town of Culbertson. 

The valley through which the stream flows varies in width in differ
ent portions of the course. Just northwest of the town of Palisade it 
begins to widen perceptibly and averages several miles in width for the 
balance of the distance to the junction with the Re-publican river valley. 

The river is a narrow, winding stream, but as the valley widens out 
in the lower course, the bed becomes wide, shallow and sandy. The river 
lies about 100 feet below the bordering uplands. 

Frenchman river, being fed by springs, has a very steady flow and 
this is increased to some extent by the continuous flow from Stinking 
Water creek, which flows from the north and is the principal tributary. 

The annual rainfall in this valley ranges from 17 inches at the Colo
rado-Nebraska line, to about 20 inches at the mouth of the river. This 
valley is subject to heavy rains, of short duration, the intensity of which 
almost border upon that of cloudbursts. 

Along the upper courses some irrigation is practiced, but the high
est irrigation development is to be found in the portion of the valley 
lying between Palisade and the mouth of the river: Many gaugings 
have been made along the river and the least discharge of record at 
Palisade is 50 second-feet in June 1895, while the maximum of record 
is 800 second-feet in June 1896. Three hundred and twenty-three sec
ond feet was measured on August 2, 1905, the latter flow being re
corded four days after the peak of the flood had passed. The normal 
flow of the river below the junction with the Stinking Water creek 
must be in the neighborhood of 100 second-feet. 

NIOBRARA RIVER. Niobrara river rises in eastern Wyomring, 
about 30 miles west of the Nebraska-Wyoming line, and flows eastward, 
crossing the line 24 miles south of the northwest corner of Nebraska. 
This stream enters the state as. a continuously flowing stream, from 
which fact it derives its Indian name "Niobrara," meaning "running 
water." The settlers located upon the headwarters still call it Running 
Water. 
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The river enters the state at an elevation of 4,700 feet, flows south
easterly for a -distance of about 20 miles, where it turns to the eastward 
and, flowing near the northern boundry line, empties into the Missouri 
river in Knox county, near the city of Niobrara, at an wpproximate ele
vation of 1,200 feet. The upper course of the river has a fall of 13 feet 
to the mile, while that of the lower course is very much less, the average 
fall for the entire distance across the state being about 10 feet per mile. 

In the upper course the river flows through a relatively shallow 
valley on the summit of the high table lands lying between the Platte 
and the White rivers. The bottom of this valley is 400 to 500 feet be
low the crest of the bordering Pine Ridge, and yet it is 300 feet above 
the level of the North Platte river and 500 feet above the valley of the 
White river. The valley bordering the river averages about 'h mile 
in width and generally has gentle slopes to the uplands. 

Throughout the middle course, the stream flows through a deep can
yon 100 to 300 feet below the bordering table lands. The large sand
hill area of the north-central portion of the state borders the river on 
the south through Sheridan, Cherry, Brown, Rock and Holt counties. 
This area acts as a storage reservoir for the rainfall and afterwards 
supplies the run-off through springs, thus equalizing and making the 
flow very constant. 

The rainfall along the course of the river ranges from less than 
16 inches at the west line of the state to 24 inches where the river 
empties into the Missouri river. 

As the flow of the river in the upper course is small, the acreage 
now under irrigation utilizes the normal flow. There would be a possi
bility of increasing this acreage through the development of suitable 
reservoir sites and the storage of the normal winter flow and the soprin~r 
floods. For the records of the flow at different points on the river see 
hydrographic report of the state engineer of Nebraska for 1914. 

WHITE RIVER. White river has its source west of Andrews, from 
springs which supply a continuous flow throughout the entire year. The 
river flows in an easterly direction along the face of Pine Ridge for a 
distance of about 20 miles, then turns to the northeast and crosses the 
state line into South Dakota, 61 miles east of the northwest corner of 
NebrMka. 

The river rises at an approximate elevation of 4,800 feet, and in 
the first 20 miles it has a fall of 1,100 feet, but for the remainder of 
the distance the fall is very much less and the river crosses the state 
line at an approximate elevation of 3,000 feet. To the west of Crawford 
the valley begins to widen out and soon merges into a rolling plain at 
the foot of Pine Ridge. 

Many tributaries, having their sources from springs in the deep 
canyons on the north face of Pine Ridge, increase the flow of the river. 
The principal ones are White Clay, Ash, Indian, Chadron, Bordeaux and 
Beaver creeks. The tributaries from the north and west rise in the 
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1'olling country and supply only· an intermittent flow as they are usually 
.O.ry during the summer months. Soldier, Little Cottonwood and Big 
Cottonwood creeks are the principal tributaries from the north and west. 

Irrigation is practiced along the river and most of its tributaries, 
but the small flow of these streams during the summer is the determin
ing factor in the number of acres actually brought under irrigation. 

This section of the state is subject to periodic floods during the early 
spring months that cause considerable damage to darns built .for divert
ing water for irrigation. By the storage of these flood waters a much 
larger area could be brought under irrigation. One storage reservoir 
in the vicinity of Crawford was partially completed and then abandoned 
on account of difficulties encountered. This site could be utilized by 
building a new intake canal on a lower level and the flood waters stored 
for use upon lands lying around Crawford. No guaging station has 
been maintained on the river, but many guagings have been made. These 
show the flow to range from 5 to 400 second-feet, the latter .having 
been taken at some flood peak. 

HAT CREEK. Hat creek has its source from springs in a deep 
canyon on the north face of Pine Ridge a short distance east of the 
town of Harrison. It flows in a northerly direction for a distance of 20 
miles and crosses the Nebraska-South Dakota line 19 miles east of the 
northwest corner of Nebraska. There are many tributaries which also 
rise from flowing springs in deep canyons on the north face of Pine 
Ridge, but the supply of water corning from each is small. The depth 
of these canyons diminishes rapidly to the north and the canyons soon 
give place to a rolling country. 

Hat creek rises at an approximate elevation of 4,700 feet and falls 
very rapidly, crossing the state line at an elevation of 3,650 feet. This 
creek is usually frozen over during the entire winter. The flow of the 
creek and its tributaries is small, but the streams are all subject to 
periodic floods, due to melting snows and heavy showers, at which times 
large quantities of water flow down the courses. The normal flow dur
ing the summer months is entirely utilized for irrigation and domestic 
purposes, but if the flood waters could be stored and utilized great 
benefits could be derived. 

LOUP RIVER. The Loup river is formed by the junction of the 
Middle Loup and North Loup rivers near the town of St. Paul. The 
North Loup, Middle Loup and South Loup rivers have their sources in 
springs and lakes located in the sand-hill region of the north-central 
portion of the state. The principal tributaries are Beaver Creek and 
Cedar, Calamus and Dismal rivers. The soils in the valleys is an alluvial 
deposit of loam, sand and gravel, and is very fertile. 

The rainfall varies from 14 to 20 inches along the headwaters of the 
principal tributaries to about 27 inches at Columbus, near the junction 
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with the Platte river. These streams are subject to a succession of 
floods during the S'pring and early summer months. While these streams 
have a good flow, but little water is actually diverted for irrigation. 

ELKHORN RIVER. • The Elkhorn river has its source in the 
sand-hill region in the north-central portion of the state, and winds 
its way through an alluvial plain to the southeast, uniting with the 
Platte river a few miles west of Ashland. The rainfall ranges from 
24 inches along the headwaters to 30 inches at the mouth. During the 
early nineties irrigation enterprises were undertaken on quite an ex
tensive scale, but no water is now diverted for that purpose. 

THE LITTLE BLUE, BIG BLUE AND NEMAHA RIVERS.-These 
streams drain the southeastern portion of the state, but as the rainfall 
in that section ranges from 28 to over 30 inches, practically no water 
is diverted for irrigation. 

STORAGE 

In the western portion of the state, as has been previously noted, 
immense quantities of water pass down the stream at flood stages and 
are lost so far as irrigation is concerned. Approximately 2,000,000 acre
feet capable of irrigating and reclaiming about 600,000 acres thus flow 
down the streams and out of the state. 

The U. S. Geological Survey has published topographical maps nf 
part of the western portion of the state lying along the Platte and North 
Platte rivers. A careful study of these maps followed by a field inves
tigation may result in the location of some available reservoir sites. 
Whether reservoir sites can be found along the rivers remains the sub
ject of special investigation. Some smalJ reservoir sites have been lo
cated and develc•ped. The U. S. Reclamation Service has located three 
sites northeast of Scotts Bluff and has constructed two reservoirs, the 
combined capacity of which is 81,000 acre-feet. The Kimball Irrigation 
District has constructed one reservoir on Lodge Pole Creek, with a ca
pacity of 7,000 acre-feet, and has located and filed upon another site and 
intends to build a reservoir having a capacity of 5,000 acre-feet. 

In 1896 a company was formed at Crawford and undertook the con
struction of an irrigation project which included the construction of a 
reservoir near the town of Crawford. The intention was to use the 
direct flow of the river and draw upon the reserl[oir only as a secondary 
supply. The reservoir, which was practically completed, was located 14 
miles from the headgates of the canal on a lower level than the canal, 
and drops would have been necessary. This project was abandoned for 
various reasons. This reservoir site could be utilized to store the flood 
waters of the White river by building a new intake canal several 
miles long. 

.. 
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No systematic search for large reservoir sites has Pver been un
dertaken but the development of small reservoirs would greatly in
crease the acreage under iniga tion. 

lJNilERWWUND W AT~~HS 

Water available fot· domestic use can be obtained from wells in 
nearly all portions of the state in sufficient quantities to insure a perma
nent supply. The years 1R91 to 1R94, inclusive, were exceeding·ly dry 
ones, and the rainfall fell far below the normal. Professor Swe<'Z"Y 
of the State University, made investigations of the water supply from 
wells during 1894, when the rainfall for the state was less than 1:1 inches. 
In the extreme eastern counties he found that :1~ per cent of the wells 
were wholly unaffected, 52 per cent showed a lowering of the water 
table without failure of supply, while only 16 pet· cent had to be abandoned 
or dug deeper. In the western four-fifths of the state a still more favor
able condition was found to exist, anrl 82 percent of the welis were wholly 
unafl'ected, 12 per cent only partially, and only G per cent failed entirci;i. 

A good water supply can be obtained in all of the valleys of the 
different streams in the western portion of the state at depths rang·ing 
from a few feet to about 40 feet. The depth of the watet· is fairly uni
form in each valley, but increases tapi•Jly upon ascending the tahlP lands, 
where it may be found to vnry in the same locality. 

UNDERFLOW 
The Ullllerground waters along the Platte, Hepublican, Niobrara and 

White rivet·s and Lodge Pole, Pumpkin Seed and Hat crePks lies in sand 
and gravel strata and have a slow movement down the valley, which 
gives rise to the term "underflow." 

The conditions of the underflow of the South Platte valley were in
vestigated in July, 1905, by the U. S. Geological Survey.* The water
bearing strata were found to contain a large per cent of coarse gravels, 
and the mean velocity through these strata as determined was over 6 
feet in 24 hours. This valley is supposed to have the strongest underflow 
to be found within the state. Two attempts have been made to ta•p this 
underflow by surface ditches. The Kimball Underflow Ditch. located on 
the south side of that river south of Big Springs, was constructed in a 
manner similar to that of a surface water ditch, but when the river bed 
was reached an open ditch or water-way, practically one mile in length, 
was opened up below the level of the river through one of the channels 
on the south side. In order to prevent floods from entering this channel 
and filling in the open ditch, a dam was built across the upper end and 
the water diverted into other channels. About 50 acres have been irri
gated from the water supply derived. Willows have made a rapid growth 
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in the ditch, and for the last few years have greatly interfered with the 
flow of the water. The Hollingsworth Ditch was built on the south side 
of the river at Ogallala by Dr. A. Hollingsworth. The upper one and 
three-fourths miles of the ditch was built with a 12-foot base, which lies 
below tPe level of the river, a maximum depth of 5 feet being attaine!l at 
the up•per cnu. Weire were installcct and the flow measur'id and found 
to be a trifle over :1 secor.d-feet, with which at one time Dr. Ho!ling.,worth 
irrigated between :{00 and 400 acres. 

There is a good underflow found in the North Platte valley, Many 
small tributaries have their sources in the bluffs on the south or tfue high 
table lands on the north, but the flow entirely disappears in the sandy 
beds before reaching the river. 

The Kearney Water and Electric Powers Company is now trying to 
develcp some flow from underflow of the Platte river, but while the 
undertaking has shown some indications of success it is still in the experi
mental stage. 

The underflow of Lodge Pole neek is demonstrated by the manner 
in which at differcl)t pbces the flow disappears in the sandy bed and later 
reappears farther· down the stream. This is also shown by the fact that 
all of the surface flow may be diverted at some point, yet, farther down, 
the stream will again be flowing the same as if no water had been 
diverted. This increase occurs in a direct ratio to the amount of water 
diverted. Owing to the increase in the flow from the underflow and from 
seepage a much larger a0reag-e is actually irrigated from this Rtream 
tran could be accomplished from the normal flow of the creek. 

Pumpkinseed valley is underlaid by a hardpan stratum, which in 
turn is overlaid with a stratum of coarse sand and gravel into which the 
water sinks during the dry seasons of the year. This is especially true 
of the lower two mile' of the course of the Lawrence Fork, the prin
cipal tributary. 

The presence of the underflow of the Republican river has been dem
onstrated in the digging of wells for irrigation. A good water-bearing 
stratum of ccarsc gravel approximately 20 feet in depth has been en· 
countered. 

Springs along the course of the Niobrara river and the sandy nature 
of the soil indicate an underflow but no investigations along this line 
have been made in this valley. There are numerous springs along all of 
the headwaters. of White rive,· and Hat creek, but the presence of an un
derflow in sufficient quantities to warr·ant development is questionable. 

SEEJ>Afa:: ANn HETURN WATEil 

Wat!·r· divNted from a stream has a tendency to percolate through 
the soil and seek its way baek to the stream bed. The rate at which 
seepage takes place depends almost entirely uonon the structure of the 
soil and the shpe of the land. This movement of the water is very slow 
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and it may take years for the water again to reach the main stream, but 
when once accomplished it becomes a source of more or less constant 
flow to the waters of the stream. 

In the past, some investigations of the loss from seepage in canals 
have been made within the state. Some observations were made by the 
office of Experiment Stations of the U. S. Department of Agriculture on 
the Culbertson canal diverting water from the Frenchman river in 1901. • 
These observations, covering 16 miles of the canal, showed that a flow 
of 80.62 second-feet at the headgate was reduced to 25.19 second-feet by 
the time it reached the lowest point of observation. 

The Mirage Canal on Niobrara river was constructed in a loose, sandy 
soil, and then abandoned, seepage being one of the causes, the losse1 
from seepage being such that when 18 second-feet were diverted at the 
headgates only 4 second-feet could be delivered at the end of the 14th mile. 

The upper end of the Crawford Citizen's Canal on White river was 
built in the side of the bluffs bordering the river, and the loss from 
seepage was such that while 18 second-feet were diverted at the head
gates, no water was ever delivered below the fourteenth mile of the 
canal. 

The loss from seepage can be so excessive as to destroy the useful
ness of a canal, yet the two cases mentioned are extremes and if those 
same canals could have been operated for a series of years the loss from 
se<'page might have become less. Sufficient experiments to determine the 
exact loss from seepage have not been made, and on account of the 
different formations of substrata encountered, each locality 'Presents its 
own individual case for investigation. It may be estimated roughly that 
in the old canals about 30 per cent of the amount of water to be diverted 
at the headgates is lost in conveyance. 

In addition to the actual loss of flow encountered, seepage has other 
features which prove objectionable. Returning waters from more or less 
of a gradient back to the main stream, and whenever low lands are en
countered seepage water rises to the surface and forms lakes. The return 
of seepage water has become a serious factor in the irrigated districts. 
along the North Platte river. 

During the fall of 1912, the U. S. Reclamati<1n Service made a 
series of observations on the seepage from the North Pia tte project and 
found a flow of over 100 second-feet. This had gathered in the natural 
draws and was returning to the North Platte river as surface flow. 

HISTORY OF IRRIGATION DEVELOPMENT 

At the beginning of the Civil War there were less than 25,000 people 
residing in the area now included in the State of Nebraska, and most of 
the settlement was in the lowlands along the Missojlri river. At the 
close of the war thousands of men, mustered out of the army, turned 

•u. S. Dept. of Agr., Omce Expt. Stas. Bnl. 119, p .. 103. 
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their faces toward the life of adventure and excitement to be found in the 
west, and by March 1, 1867, when the state was admitted into the Union, 
it had a population of not less than 100,000. 

These pioneers encountered numberless hardships peculiar to the 
country, such as devastation of crops by grasshoppers and failure by 
drouth. As civilization pushed on westward it encountered a decrease in 
the rainfall and the growing of cr01ps was a speculation or gamble, as in 
many cases it was impossible to harvest more than one crop in two or 
three years. Some of the early' settlers, formerly residing in irrigated 
sections or having heard of what was being accomplished by irrigation, 
made investigations and then proceeded to apply irrigation to alleviate the 
conditions encountered. 

The first irrigation within the borders of the state was undertaken 
in the spring of 1866, when John Burke, residing near of Fort McPherson, 
located about 22 miles east of the present town of North Platte, built a 
ditch about four miles long, which tapped the Platte river on the south 
side about 16 miles east of the present site of North Platte. Mr. Burke 
irrigated only a small area, raising vegetables and corn which he sold 
to the soldiers at the _fort and to immigrants on their way westward. 
Early settlers claim that the soldiers also used this ditch to grow some 
vegetables used at the fort. 

No further attempt at irrigation was made until 1871, when enter
prises were undertaken along the South Platte river and Lodge Pole 
creek. Josiah B. Parks and Guy C. Barton incorporated an irrigation 
company, the first organized within the state, and built a ditch which 
tapped the South Platte river on the north side, about three miles west of 
the town of North Platte. This ditch was used for a period of years, then 
followed a few seasons of heavy rainfall and then a •period of nearly ten 
years of inactivity in irrigation in this section. A fort was established 
on the present site of North Platte and many claim that the soldiers dug 
a lateral from the ditch constructed by Parks and Barton and irrigated a 
garden patch at the fort. The lines of the ditch and of the laterals can 
be traced by the rows of large trees which remain. 

During the same year, 1871, General Dudley employed the soldiers 
garrisoned at Fort Sidney in building a dam across Lodge Pole creek 
and in digging a ditch which was used for irrigation. Each company 
was allotted a tract of ground and there was great rivalry to grow the 
finest garden. The soldiers had the reputation of taking the first prizes 
at the state fairs whenever they made a display. A tract of 10 acres 
was irrigated and enough produce was raised to supply 250 enlisted 
men, the officers and their families, and in addition several hundred dol
lars worth of produce was sold each year in the town. When the fort 
was abandoned in 1894, trees two to three feet in diameter were flour
ishing. 

In the late seventies and early eighties irrigation development be
gan in other sections of the state. In 1879, the Bay State Cattle Com-
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pany built a ditch to divert water from Pumpkinseed creek to flood wild
hay lands. The extreme northwestern portion of the state followed next, 
the West Hat creek ditch in Sioux county being built in 1880 by B. R. 
Brewster. This ditch is still in operation. In 1882, the Phelan Ditch 
was built from Rock Creek, a tributary of the Republican river in Dundy 
county. In 1883, enterprises were undertaken in the North Platte and 
White river valleys. M. Jacobson built a small ditch on the headwaters 
of the White river and used water for irrigation for many years. Isaac 
Dillon, T. J. Foley and others, organized the North Platte Land and Irri
gation Company and built the North Platte Canal, the first irrigation en
terprise of any magnitude in the state, during the years 1883 and 1884. 
This canal is still in operation and is described in detail on page --. 

The Lakota Ditch, built by B. Richards in 1884, was the first irri
gation enterprise undertaken in the Niobrara valley. In 1887, the Harlem 
and Aberdeen ditches were built in the upper valley of the Frenchman 
river, and 1888 Andrew Carson built the Carson Ditch No. 1, which was 
the first to divert water from the Republican river. 

With very few exceptions, the first attempt at irrigation within any 
one valley was undertaken as a private enterprise. As the practice of 
irrigation developed and larger and more costly ditches were built, farm
ers organized into partnerships and mutual companies wherein each 
party bore his share of the expense of building the canal. An era of 
speculation followed. Many parties rushed in and posted notices of ap
propriation and in some cases did a little construction work, and then 
organized companies to which they sold their rights at exorbitant prices. 
This soon led to a period of wild speculation which reached its height 
along the North Platte and Platte rivers. If all of the landowners 
under some of the canals could have been induced to purchase water 
rights the stockholders of these companies could have retired wealthy. 
One cattle company having large land holdings made surveys and 
started construction work on a few scattered portions of a large canal 
and then placed their lands on the market as irrigable lands located 
under a large irrigation project, but as soon as all of the lands were 
disposed of at good prices the company stopped work on the canal and 
withdrew from the field. 

In some cases ditches were commenced out of spite or to force other 
ditches to certain terms. Such a case was that of a small ditch started 
for the ·purpose of forcing the owners of a larger ditch to terms over 
the price of water rights. The small ditch was abandoned as soon as 
terms were agreed upon. 

A considerable number of canals were built at different places 
throughout the state during the latter eighties, but the greater portions 
of the irrigation systems were built during dry years from 1891 to 1895. 
In fact, appropriations amounting to three times the normal flow of the 
North Platte river were filed during these years. This drouth was par
ticularly disastrous in Nebraska, as there were practically no crops of 
any kind harvested during the years 1891-92-94. 
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· The years immediately following the period of drouth were years o! 
copious rainfall, and crops were raised through the greater portion o! 
the state without irrigation. During this period many farmers refused· 
to keep up the payments on the thousands of dollars of bonds that had 
been expended in the construction of the various enterprises in which 
they were directly interested. Many others refused to rent water from 
the stock companies that had built canals for the purpose of annually 
renting or selling water to the farmer. As a result, many ditches, es
pecially those located across the center of the state, were allowed to de
teriorate and in some cases were a~tually abandoned. 

The comparative drouths during the years 1910, 1911 and 1914 have 
been instrumental in reviving interest in irrigation, and there has been 
considerable talk of opening up and utilizing some of the old canals that 
have. been practically abandoned, thus reviving the water rights before 
they had become void through non-use. 

An important factor in the irrigation development of the state was 
the passing of the Irrigation District Law of 1895. More and more dist
ricts are being organized under this law each year, and the general ac
ceptance of this law throughout the irrigated sections of the state will 
result in better and settled communities, more intensified farming and 
richer and more prosperous localities. 
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THE FOLLOWING TABLE SHOWS BY STREAMS THE NUMBER, ACREAGE COVERED, MILEAGE, AND COST OF IRRIGA
TION SYSTE.'IS CONSTRUCTED AND OF SYSTEMS IN OPERATION IN 1914; AND THE ACREAGE IRRI· 

North Platte Uiver ............... . 
Pumpkinseed Creek 
Other Tributaries ........... . 

South Platte Valley. 

Lodge Pole Valle~y. 

Platte Valley ...... . 

57 
42 
72 

171 

18 

90 

27 

HepuhliC'an River.... 40 
F'renchrnan Rh·er. 25 
Other Tributaries .......... ~---·· 28 

93 

~tobrara River ........................ 1 39 
Tributaries .......................... 59 

I~ 

CANALS 

39 
36 
56 

4 

71 

10 

9 
14 

8 

31 

31 
5 

36 

68 
86 

i 78 

1·--;;-1 
22 

79 

37 

22 
56 
29 

33 

80 
8 

37 

GATED IN 1912 

MILEAGE 

783.01 
67.2· 

145.7 

649.0 I 83 

57.11 85 
115.8 79 

995.9! 821.~ 1 82 

108.01 39.51 37 

146.01 122.4 S! 

233.6: 1m.o 44 

164.1 6",.0 
108.0! 7!l.O 
46.8 16.1 

I ----,----· 
:JlR.9 157.1 

130.81 81.8 

-~4 1 __ __-:_o 
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Fifty-three per cent of all of the canals built within the state and 
60 per cent of the total mileage constructed were in operation during 
1914. There were over 684,000 acres lying below the 1,441.1 miles of 
canals in operation, but only approximately 50 per cent of this acreage 
was irrigated during 1914. The causes for this condition vary on differ
ent streams, and in some cases even in different sections of the same 
stream. Thus along the upper portions of the North Platte river, 87 
per cent of the canals built and 99.2 per cent of the mileage constructed 
were in operation during 1914; 230,257 acres could have been irrigated 
from the canals and mileage in operation, yet only approximately 50 
per cent of that acreage was irrigated. This condition was due to several 
causes: The normal tlow of the river is not sufficient to supply the entire 
acreage under canals; some canals cover lands for which water rights 
have not been granted, and while the l:inds lie below the canals water 
can not be used upon them; and some of the bottom land which was 
forinerly irrigated is now either subirrigated and no water is applied or 
has become seeped and drainage is necessary to make it productive. In 
the middle section of the North Platte river where most of the unused 
ditchs are located, the non-use is due chiefly to the construction of ca
nals for an acreage larger than could be s11pplied by the normal tlow 
of the river and to the subirrigating of lands. 

Lodge Pole creek is the most completely utilized stream within the 
state, yet the percentages, while high, show that acreage under canals 
can not be supplied by the normal tlow of the creek. 

The Frenchman river is in a class by itself, as while only a small 
percentage of the canals built were in operatio;,, a high percentage of 
the acreage lying under the canals in operation was irrigated. This is 
explained by the fact that the small canals covering small areas were 
not ()perated while the few canals that were in operation covered large 
areas, the greater portion of which were irrigated. 

The canals along the South Platte river were constructed at a period 
when there was a sufficient tlow in the river to supply them. Later di
versions were made in Colorado and the part of the river in Nebraska 
is dry for the greater portion of the year. There is little, if any, pros
pect of increasing the irrigated area under these canals. 

The conditions along the Republican, Niobrara and White rivers and 
Hat creek may be attributed to the construction of too many canals for 
the normal tlow of the streams, and it is very doubtful if the acreage 
irrigated during 1912 could be increased to any appreciable extent dur
ing the normal year. 

The abandonment to so great an extent of the canals along the Platte 
and Loup rivers is due to the fact that these streams are located within 

that portion of the state where fair crops can be raised without irrigation. 
It has been demonstrated, however, that the practice of irrigation prac-
tically doubles the yield in this region. · 

• 
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Irrigation along the Elkhorn river was practiced only for a few 
years during the great drouth of the early nineties, and was then com
pletely abandoned. 

The year 1914 was unfavorable for the irrigated sections of the state. 
Practically no rain fell after the middle of May, and thus, together with 
a shortage of the flow in the streams, reduced the acreage actually irri
gated. It is doubtful whether the normal flow of the various streams 
during a normal year would be sufficient to supply enough water for any 
perceptible increase in the acreage irrigated. 

IRRIGATION DEVELOPMENT 

The development of irrigation has brought out much ingenuity, and 
many schemes and plans for obtaining and using water have been tried. 
The most noteworthy of these, mentioned in the order of their prom
inence, are: Gravity canals, pumping plants, windmill irrigation, under
flow ditches and sub-irrigation systems. 

GRAVITY DITCHES. In the early days, before irrigation was 
thought of, the most of the streams had some normal flow throughout 
the entire year. When artificial methods of applying water to the soil 
were attempted the cheapest manner was followed. A ditch with a lighter 
grade than that of the stream was built from the land up the valley and 
the water was diverted and carried to the land. Generally, at first, 
only lands bordering the banks of the stream were irrigated, but as 
irrigation development advanced, lands lying farther from the stream 
were brought under irrigation either by extension of existing ditches or 
by building larger, longer and more costly ditches. 

PUMPING PLANTS. Pumping water for irrigation with large 
pumps was attempted as early as 1891, at which time a canal was built 
and a pumping plant installed on the North Platte river near Gering, 
and quite a large acreage irrigated. The price of coal and the expense 
of hauling it, and the other expenses of operating a steam plant ran the 
cost of operation, as compared with that of gravity ditches in that vi
cinity, so high as to be almost prohibitive. At the end of the first sea
son the pumping plant was abandoned and the canal extended up the 
valley and changed to a gravity ditch. 

The development of the gasoline and fuel-oil engines during the 
past decade has revolutionized the pumping industry. The cost of gaso
line, coal oil or crude oil is comparatively low, and in addition, much 
labor needed for a steam plant can be dispensed with in the operation 
of one of these plants. The water supply is now the determining factor 
in the location of these plants, and many plants pumping either direct 
from running streams or from wells are now being installed where a de
cade ago a pumping plant would have been impracticable. Most of the 
plants are to be found in localities where the surface flow of the 
streams can not be depended upon to supply gravity ditches. A large 
acreage is now under irrigation f1'om pumping plants, and it is im-
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possible to foretell the devei<Ypment that will be attained in the future 
through the use of such plants. 

WINDMILL IRRIGATION. The dry years of 1890-94 forced the 
farmers to resort to almost any means in order to raise crops upon which 
to live. Windmills were used to pump water for small plots of ground, 
and immediately following this period windmill irrigation reached its 
height. Windmills of all kinds and descriptions, both patented and home
made, were used in all portions of the state and a great many small 
tracts of land were brought under irrigation. The U. S. Geological Survey 
made an investigation of the development of windmill irrigation in Ne
braska, and Prof. E. H. Barbour, of the State University, prepared a 
bulletin which was published in 1899. • 

The practice of windmill irrigation has retrograded during the last 
decade and there are comparatively few windmills used for irrigation 
purposes at the present time. 

UNDERFLOW DITCHES. Many theories have been advanced for 
tapping the underflow of the various streams. Two open ditches have 
been built in 'the South Platte valley and while the underflow developed 
was not as great as anticipated, some good results were obtained. The 
Hollingsworth Ditch, costing about $3,000, furnished enough water to irri
gate between 300 and 400 acres during a season. The Kimball Underflow 
Ditch has not proven as successful an undertaking, but when the ditch 
was kept in order it furnished enough water for about 50 acres during 
an irrigating season. 

SUB-IRRIGATION. Sub-irrigation by the use of pipe lines placed 
below the surface of the ground is still in its infancy. Such systems 
cannot be installed and profitably operated unless the conditions are 
favorable, consequently before a system is installed, careful investigation 
should be made to determine whether the soil and subsoil are adapted 
to it. The irrigator also must decide what type and kinds of crops are to 
be grown. The water in a system designed for deep-rooted cr<Yps is 
applied too far below the surface for shallow-rooted crops, and if deep
rooted crops are grown when the system has been designed for shallow
rooted crops there is danger of the roots damaging the system. The 
first cost of installing a system ranges from $100 to $200 per acre. 

Several sub-irrigation plants have been installed in different localities 
in the state. An experimental plant was installed several years ago by 
a company at Alliance and operated during one season. The water was 
pumped from a well by a windmill and stored in a tank which had a ca
pacity of about ten barrels. The tank was connected to the mains and 
the water supply regulated by valves at the tank and at various places 
in the field. The results of the experiment could not be obtained for 
this report as the plant has been entirely abandoned. Statements have 

•r. S. Geol. Survey Water-Supply Paper 29. 
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been made that the failure was due to the water supply in the well be
ing insufficient, and to the capacity of the tank being too small. The 
real cause, however, probably was due to the fact that the local soil 
conditions were not adapted to sub-irrigation. A sub-irrigation plant 
covering five acres has been installed near Li)lcoln, but the results ob
tained have not proven very satisfactory . 

DUTY OF WATER 

"Duty of water" is a term used by irrigation engineers and irriga
tors to denote the relation between the quantity of water used and the 
acreage irrigated. It is expressed either in acreage per unit of flowing 
water, as 70 acres per cubic foot per second, or, in quantity of water per 
unit area of land, as 3 acre-feet per acre. 

The laws of Nebraska formerly granted a maximum of 1 sec~nd
foot, continuous flow for every 70 acres, which was equivalent to about 
6 acre-feet per acre during the irrigation season. This law was amended 
in 1911, so that while a water right is still based upon 1 second-foot 
for every 70 acres the amount which can be applied during one calendar 
year is limited to 3 acre-feet per acre. 

Most of the best irrigators in the state formerly resided in irrigated 
districts of some other state and the suggestion and operations of these 
persons are followed by the beginner in irrigation without question. In 
most irrigated districts throughout the United States the normal flow of 
the streams have been over-appropriated several times, and the amount 
of water an irrigator is permitted to use is limited except in exceptional 
years. After removing to Nebraska where the amount of water that could 
be used was not so limited, these same persons advance the theory that the 
more water applied the greater will be the yield of crops. This has re
sulted in water being applied in Nebraska without much regard to what 
is the most beneficial or economical amount. But few experiments have 
ever been made in the state with a view of showing the farmer what is 
the right amount of water to use. With very few exceptions none of the 
ditch companies or persons interested in irrigation have ever attempted 
to measure the water used, so that comparisons could be made. The best 
records are those of the Interstate Canal, operated by the U. S. Reclama
tion Service. Under that canal the water used by every farmer is meas
ured at his lateral headgate, but no further attempt has been made to 
measure or determine the amount of water used upon the various crops. 
During the growing season of 1911, when the rainfall from October 1, 
1910, to October 1, 1911, was 10 inches, an average of 4.26 acre-feet per 
acre was measured to the acreage irrigated. Thus sufficient water was 
applied and fell as rain to cover the lands to a depth of 61 inches. Dur
ing the growing season of 1912, when the rainfall from October 1, 1911, 
to October 1, 1912, was 20 inches, an average of only 2.25 acre-feet was 
measured to every acre irrigated, making a depth of 47 inches of rain
fall and water applied. For the same period of the years 1913-4, 2.49 acre-
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feet were applied, which, together with the rainfall of 15.90 inches, made 
a total depth of 45.78 inches during the year. 

During the irrigating season of 1914, the Gering Irrigation District 
diverted 43,837 acre-feet from the North Platte river. Assuming trans
mission losses to have been 30 per cent-1 per cent per mile of the main 
canal-<mly 30,686 acre-feet were applied to approximately 12,000 acres 
irrigated, or approximately 2.56 acre:feet per acre, or a depth of 30.7 
inches. Some of the canals in the vicinity of Kimball rotate in the use 
of the flow of the stream. In one of the rotation periods one user used 
the entire flow of the creek, 200 acre-feet, upon only 70 or 75 acres. 
Early in the spring of 1912, a ditch holding a subsequent right from White 
river used the flow of the river for three weeks before the prior rights , 
along the river demanded the flow of the stream. Parties having lands 
.undh this ditch, when asked how much water had been used, replied that 
they had not covered the land more than 1 inch deep, yet enough water 
had passed through the headgate to have covered every acre irrigated 
during the period to a depth of 36 inches. 

In addition to injuring a crop, an excessive use of water is very apt 
to injure the land. This may occur in several ways, namtly: The land 
may become seeped or water-logged and the soil become cold and unpro
ductive; or the white or the black alkali salts in the soil may be dissolved, 
brought to the surface, and deposited, thus destroying the fertility of the 
soil. 

The best amount of water to apply varies in different localities, and 
depends among other things, upon the soil, subsoil, the water supply, the 
seasons, and the crops grown. It can be determined only by careful ob
servation, investigation anc:I experiments. 

IRRIGATION LEGISLATION 

The first law relative to irrigation was passed by the Legislature of 
the state in 1877. This law enabled corporations formed to construct and 
operate canals for irrigation and other purposes to acquire rights of way; 
and declared such works internal improvements. , 

The Saint Raynor law, the first general irrigation law, was passed 
in 1889. It provided for the appropriation of running waters for useful 
or beneficial purposes by posting. a notice at the point of diversion, a 
copy of the notice to be filed with the county clerk of the county in which 
the diversion was located, and construction to be begun within 60 days 
and prosecuted diligently and uninterruptedly to completion. The law 
provided that irrigation works should be exempt from taxation; that the 
.same .land should not be covered by more than one ditch or lateral with
out the owner's consent; that irrigation works were internal improve
ments; that water from one stream should not be turned into another 
-stream; that righs of way could be condemned for irrigation purposes; 
·that excessive amounts of water should not be used; and that the waters 
oa'(Jpropriated should be distributed in certain ways. Under this law 
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there was no way of knowing the value of a right except by going into 
·court, and a right was always open to attack. 

The people of the western portion of the state wished to have some 
state 1:ontrol over water rights, and in 1891 an irrigation convention wa~ 
held at Lincoln and drafted a bill. This bill was introduced in the Legis
lature that winter but was defeated. Another bill almost identical with 
the first was introduced in the legislature in 1893, but was defeated after 
a spirited fight, and the friends of irrigation had to be contented with an 
amendment to the Saint Raynor law allowing water rights to be filed on 
streams 20 feet or over in width, and permitting water, under certain 
conditions, to be turned from one stream into another. The members 
of the Legislature from the eastern portion of the state feared that the 
passage of an irrigation code would be looked upon as an advertisement 
to the outside world that the rainfall in the state was not sufficient to 
produce crops, and that this would have a tendency to check settlement. 
The complete failure of all crops because of the drouth in 1894, caused 
the question of adopting an irrigation code to be made a campaign issue 
that fall. The Legislature in 1895 passed an irrigation code modeled after 
the Wyoming code, and also an irrigation-district law modeled after the 
Wright irrigation district law of California. The irrigation code created 
a state board of irrigation, consisting of the governor, the attorney-gen
eral and the commissioner of public lands, tile governor being ex-officio 
president of the board, and divided the state into two water districts. 

The law provided that at the first meeting of the state board it should 
elect a secretary, who should be a hydraulic engineer of theoretical 
knowledge and practical skill and experience, and an under secretary for 
each of the water divisions, and that it could employ an assistant secre
tary and such other assistants as might be necessary. The board, either 
directly or through its secretary or under secretaries, was charged with 
the measurment of all streams in the state; the determination of prior
ities and amounts of all claims initiated prior to the passage of the law, 
and the issuance of certificates of appro>priation for claims found valid 
the distribution of all waters· appropriated; the receiving, recording· and 
considering of all future applications for permits to appro>priate water; 
the granting of permits, if there was any unappropriated water in the 
streams and the appropriation asked for would not in any other way 
be detrimental to the public welfare; and the issuance of certificates of 
appropriation when satisfied that the applications had been •perfected ac
cording to law. 

This law, besides granting the board certain police powers and fixing 
penalties, defined standards of measurement, dedicated the water of the 
state to public use; fixed the date of priority of applications and the 
order of preference in using water for different purposes; granted the 
right of eminent domain for irrigation works; exempted irrigation works 
from taxation; and provided for mutual irrigation companies. 

In 1895 to 1911 a number of minor changes were made in the irriga
tion code, most of which were for the •purpose of assisting the state board 
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in its administrative work. At the sessions of the legislature in 1911 
and 1913 practically the entire code was revised and re-enacted, with 
amendments. Among some of the more important changes made were 
the following: 

The "State Board of Irrigation" was changed to the "State Board of 
Irrigation, Highways and Drainage;" the board was charged with the 
duty of examining into the condition of all water appropriations and of 
holding hearings and cancelling rights where the water had not been used 
for beneficial purposes for more than three years; the maximum amount 
of water that a tract could receive was limited to 3 acre-feet per acre 
·per year; irrigation works were declared common carriers and the rates 
for water were to be determined by the state railroad commission; and 
the lists of all lands to be irrigated were required to be filed with the 
superintendent of each water division April 1 of each year. 

The irrigation-district law has been amended from time to time since 
its passage in 1895. The main provisions at present are as follows: 

A majority of the electors, who also own or hold by leasehold a 
majority of the lands in the district susceptible of irrigation from a com
mon system of works, may petition the county commissioners of tho 
county in which the land, or the greater portion of it, lies, asking that 
an irrigation district be. created including all the land. A copy of the 
•plans, etc., submitted to 1Jle county commissioners must be filed with 
the state engineer, who must examine them and submit a report to the 
board of county commissioners at the meeting set for the hearing of the 
petition. If the petition, either in its original form or in the amended 
form, is approved by the board of county commissioners, the board di
vides the proposed district into three divisions, and calls an election to 
vote upon the organization of an irrigation district and to elect a director 
for each division, if the vote is favorable to organization. If upon can
vassing the vote the county commissioners find a majority favorable 
to organization, the district is declared organized, and the directors 
elected meet and organize. The board of directors has control of the af
fairs of the district in a general way and is authorized to make surveys, 
acquire rights of way, and to secure lands, water or other property by 
purchase or condemnation. All surveys, maps, plans and estimates must 
be made under the direction of a competent engineer and sent to the 
state engineer, who shall file a report upon them with the board of direct
ors. Having determined the amount of money required, the board of di
rectors calls a special election to vote on the question of issuing bonds, 
and if a majority of the votes are in favor of issuing bonds, a S"pecial 
proceeding is begun in the district court to have the bonds examined, 
approved and confirmed. If the bonds are confiirmed they are sent, to
gether with a history of the district, to the auditor of public accounts for 
registration if he finds the law has been conformed with in all respects. 
When registered, the bonds may be sold at 95 per cent of their face 
value, or if not sold, can be used to pay for property or for construction 
at their par value. The bonds and interest are paid from the revenues 
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derived from an annual assessment upon the real estate in the district. 
They bear interest at 6 per cent, and unless otherwise provided by a 
majority vote at the time of issuance, a certain per cent is payable each 
year, beginning with the expiration of the eleventh year. This per cent 
can not be less than 5 at the end of the eleventh year. After the eleventh 
year the minimum increases 1 per cent a year through the eighteenth 
year, and is 15 per cent in the nineteenth year. All the bonds must be 
paid upon the expiration of the twentieth year. The secretary of the 
board of directors certifies to the county clerk the amount of money 
needed each year for the payment of interest, bonds and for operation 
and maintenance, and the taxes are collected by the county treasurer at 
the same time that other county taxes are collected. 

The administration of the irrigation laws of the state is in the hands 
of the state board of irrigation, highways and drainage, the executive 
member of which is the state engineer. The state is divided into two 
districts, each in charge of a water, superintendent, and each district is 
divided into divisions in charge of water commissioners, who report to 
the superintendent and are paid from the general funds of the counties 
in which their services are rendered. 

Information concerning water rights can be obtained by inspecting 
the records of the state board and by consulting the state engineer. The 
irrigation laws have been published in pamphlet form, and copies may he 
obtained by addressing the state engineer. 

IRRIGATION ENTERPRISES 

There is no Carey Act project within the state, and with the excep
tion of the Interstate Canal, built and operated by the U. S. Reclamation 
Service, all the canals in the state are operated under the following or
ganizations: 

1. Individual or partnership ownership. 
2. Mutual irrigation companies. These are corporations or associa

tions organized under the laws of the state for irrigation purposes, and 
deriving no revenue from the operation of such works. 

3. Stock companies. These are corporations, and in some cases 
the stock is owned entirely by non-landowners; in others, chieflly by non
residents, of which only a few own land under the canal; and in other 
cases, by only a part of the landowners under the canal. 

4. Irrigation districts. 

Along small streams where only a small amount of water can be 
diverted, nearly all the canals fall under the first class. On the larger 
streams, canals operated under each of the different types of organiza
tion are to be found. Each type of organization has been attended 
with success and with failures. The results in each case usually can be 
traced to the circumstances and conditions encountered, and the methods 
employed in surmounting them. 

Owing to the great number of enterprises that have been under-
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taken, it is not practicable to undertake to describe them all. In the 
following pages the more important ones within each drainage basin will 
be discussed, pointing out the early history, location, principal fea
tures of the system, and the success or failure, if of such a nature as to 
be out of the ordinary. The order of the priority of canals is not dis
cussed, but the docket and application numbers are given in the tables. 

Irrigation in the North Platte Drainage Basin 

The irrigable lands of the North Platte valley lie in three distinct 
sections. Extending eastward from the Nebraska-Wyoming state line 
to the vicinity of Bridgeport there is a very narrow strip of bottom 
lands adjacent to the river, beyond which there is a series of benches 
each of which lies fairly level and is higher than the previous one. The 
soil of these upper benches is very fertile and upon the application of 
water becomes very productive. This portion of the valley embraces the 
most important irrigated section of the state. 

In the vicinity of Bridgeport, the bottom lands begin to widen, the 
ascent to the bluffs bordering the valley is rather abrupt, and there are no 
benches similar to those found in the western portion of the valley. On 
the north side of the river this condition extends down the river to the 
junction with the South Platte river, and on the south side to the vicinity 
of Sutherland, where the North Platte and South Platte valleys begin tt 
merge. In this portion of the valley the water table lies close to the 
surface of"the ground and the soil is of a more alkaline character. Mosl 
of the ditches that have been abandoned within the valley are to be found 
here and those still in operation, of which none is a large enterprise, are 
operated in a more or less indifferent manner. On the south side of the 
river and east from the vicinity of Sutherland to the junction of the 
North Platte and South Platte rivers, the lands rise and the water lies 
farther from the surface. The soil here resembles, to some extent, that 
to be found on the upper benches of the upper valley, but is not quite 
as fertile or productive. 

There are 69 existing appropriations from the river, with a total 
appropriation of 5,815.62 second-feet. Of this number 19 appropriations 
either have been abandoned or have not been used for a number of years; 
11 -are merely for extensions or enlargements of existing canals. In ad
dition, there is one canal which has its headgate across the state line in 
Wyoming, for which no appropriation has been made. 

Fifty-seven canals have been built along the river. During 1914, 
thirty-nine of these were in operation, 15 being operated by irrigation 
districts; 11 by mutual stock companies; 2 by corporations; 5 by private 
enterprises; 3 by partnership and one, the largest within the state, by 
the U. S. Reclamation Service. Data regarding the ownership of one 
could not be obtained. 

During the early growing months of each season the flow of the 
river greatly exceeds the demand for irrigation, but during the hot months 
of summer the flow of the river diminishes to such an extent that the 
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demand for irrigation usually exceeds the supply. This condition will bo 
greatly relieved by the delivery of stored water from the Pathfinder 
reservoir to those canals that have taken advantage of the proposals 
of the Department of the Interior and have purchased stored water. 

The early part of the season of 1914 was very favorable, but after 
the latter part of May the rainfall was below normal and there was a 
shortage of water. Notwithstanding this fact, the 39 canals in operation 
had 649 miles of ditch in operation, and this mileage covered 368,159 acres 
susceptible of irrigation. 

This acreage was planted to various crops, each section of the valley 
producing those best adapted to that section. Thus in the western section 
the principal crops are alfalfa, sugar beets, grain and wild hay; in the 
middle section some general farming is done, but most of the section is 
given over to the production of wild hay; in the eastern section, alfalfa, 
wheat, corn, oats and sugar beets are the principal crops. 

Alfalfa raised by irrigation is usually cut three or four times each 
season. 

The Scotts Bluff Sugar Company has a factory located at Scotts 
Bluff, and in 1913, 19,051 acres were harvested and 216,353 tons 
of beets were delivered to the factory. In 1914, 21,035 acres were in 
beets and an estimated tonnage of 222,854 to~s will be delivered at the 
factory. The factory at Scotts Bluff makes contracts for a flat rate of $5 
per ton and in case the beets are siloed an additional 50 cents is paid for 
this extra work. The contracts also contain a clause offering a bonus 
of 50 cents per ton in the event that the tonnage delivered to the factory 
reaches a given amount. Some beets are grown in the eastern section of 
the valley, and these were contracted at a flat rate of $5 per ton by the 
American Beet Sugar Company, which has a factory located at Grand 
Island. Irrigated grains yield as heavily as unirrigated grains in the east
ern oportions of the state. 

Fruit is grown on a small scale for personal use throughout the 
valley. The Hunter Orchard located near Sutherland under the Keith 
and Lincoln Counties Irrigation District canal, is the only commercial 
orchard in the valley. It contains 36 acres, planted to the following va
rieties of apples: Ben Davis, Winesap, Missouri Pippin, Janet, Grimes 
Golden, Dutchess of Oldenburg, Utters Red and several other varieties 
of both fall and winter apples in small quantities. The Winesap, Grimes 
Golden, Janet, Missouri Pippin and Ben Davis have proved to be the most 
prolific and profitable varieties. One and one-half acres are planted to 
cherries, of which the most profitable varieties are Early Richmond, 
Montmorency and English Morello. One and one-half acres are planted 
to oplums, the Hawkeye, Wyant and Lombard being the most prolific. The 
orchard is pruned every other year, is kept in a thorough state of cultiva
tion and is irrigoated whenever the trees need moisture. It is sprayed 
three times each season. 

The Union Pacific railroad has a branch line extending up the valley 
which places this territory tributary to the main line of that road. In 
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addition, the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy railroad has a branch trav
ersing the upper section, thus giving the entire valley fairly good rail
road facilities. 

CANALS ALONG THE NORTH PLATTE RIVER 

Irrigation is practiced in this valley on a more extensive scale than 
in any other portion of the state, and owing to the great area now under 
irrigation more of the individual canals will be discussed than will be in 
considering other sections. 

North Platte project of the U. S. Reclamation Service (A-768) .• 
Soon after Congress passed the Reclamation Act (Approved July 17, 

1902, 32 Stat. 388) investigations were started to ascertain the irrigation 
possibilities in the North Platte drainage area. These investigations 
showed that it was possible to construct an extensive irrigation system 
along the North Platte river in Wyoming and Nebraska. An irrigation 
project for the valley was then approved and immediate ste<ps were taken 
to develop the system. 

Two reservoir sites were investigated along the North Platte and 
Sweetwater rivers, but only one of them was found to be large enough 
to supply a project of any considerable size. The site selected for a dam 
was in a narrow canyon about 50 miles southwest of Casper, Wyoming. 
The building of the dam was approved in 1904 and construction was 
started early in 1906. The dam is of the arch masonry type with a 
maximum height of 218 feet and a crest length of 432 feet and contains 
over 60,000 cubic yards of masonry. The completed reservoir has a ca
pacity of about 1,070,000 acre-feet and when full, submerges about 22,000 
acres. In addition to the masonry dam there is an earth dike, made nec
essary by a low pass a short distance south of the dam. 

The discharge of water into the river below the dam is regulated by 
means of two tunnels equipped with gates or valves. The lower, or north 
tunnel, was built in 1905, and is fitted with valves operated by oil-pressure 
pumps run by motors and gasoline engines. The higher, or south tunnel, 
was completed in 1912, and is fitted with gates of the balanced valve 
type. 

Several tracts along the river were investigated with the view of 
building irrigation systems, all but two, however, have been abandoned. 
The first and larger of these two units is on the south side of the river, 
and extends from Guernsey, Wyo., to a point south of Bayard, Neb. This 
tract contains approximately 250,000 acres of irrigable land, of which 
about 150,000 acres lies in Wyoming, and 100,000 acres in Nebraska. The 
construction of the Goshen Hole canal, a high line canal, that is, one 

*The Information concerning the North Platte project was furnished by Mr. 
Andrew Weiss, Project Engineer, of the U. S. Reclamation Service. in charge of 
the project. 
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high enough to water the whole tract, has been found to be too costly 
to be undertaken at the present time. 

The second of the two tracts is known as the Interstate Unit, and as 
approved extends from Whalen, Wyo., to the divide between Red Willow 
and Indian creeks in Nebraska. The water from the Interstate Unit is 
diverted from the river at Whalen, Wyo., by a diversion dam, consisting 
of a 300-foot concrete overflow crest and an earth dike about 2,000 feet 
long, built by the U, S. Reclamation Service in 1907 and 1908. 

The designed capacity of the Interstate Canal at the headworks is 
1,400 second-feet. This capacity is maintained for about 45 miles, and 
then reduced to 1,200 second-feet. Successive reductions are made in 
canal capacity thereafter, in accordance with the requirements, until the 
carrying capacity at the end of the 95th mile is 7 43 second-feet. The 
actual carrying capacity of the canal has been found to be 8 to 20 per 
cent more than the designed capacity. At the end of the 95th mile the 
main canal connects with a chain of three reservoirs, of which the first 
and third are now under construction, and supply the Low Line Canal 
and laterals, in the vicinity of Winters Creek and eastward from Red 
Willow creek. Reservoir No. 1, called Lake Alice, has a capacity of 14,(100 
acre-feet, and Reservoir No. 3, known as Lake Minatare, is built to a 
capacity of 67,000 acre-feet. The High Line canal is a continuation of 
the main canal beyond Lake Alice to a point in the northeast quarter 
of section 36, township 22 north, range 52 west, a distance of 36 miles 
from the diversion point of Lake Alice. The total length of the Low 
Line canal from its headgate at the outlet of Lake Minatare to its end 
is 42 miles. The above reservoirs are' formed by means of earthern dams, 
containing a total of about 1,130,000 cubic yards of earth fill and 52,-
000 cubic yards of paving. The total length of canals now constructed 
is about 131 miles of main canal and about 550 miles of laterals and 
sub-laterals, of which about 52 miles of main canal and 14 miles of lat
erals are located in Wyoming. The above figures do not include the length 
of laterals covering the land operated by the North Platte Canal and 
Colonization Company, in Wyoming, as these are built and maintained 
by either the individual water users or associations of water users 
under the segregation. 

The Interstate Unit is divided into four districts. The first dist
rict, located between Whalen and the sand-hills region of Torrington, 
Wyo., is a Carey Act segregation, containing 17,837 acres of irrigable 
lands under the control of the North Platte Canal and Colonization 
Company. The United States, under a special arrangement, delivers 
the amount of water for which the company has an appropriation to its 
lateral headgates, but has not control over the operation of the system. 

The remainder of the land under the Interstate Unit is divided into 
three lateral districts. The first lateral district was opened to irrigation 
in 1908 and extends from near the state line in Wyoming to Dry Spotted 
Tail creek in Nebraska, and contains 36,760 acres of irrigable land. The 
second lateral district, with the exception of a few acres added in 



64 REPORT OF STATE ENGINEER 

1910, was opened to irrigation in 1909. This di·strict lies wholly within 
Nebraska and embraces the territory between Dry Spotted Tail and 
Winters creeks and contains 34,100 acres of irrigable land. The third 
lateral district, contains about 38,000 acres of irrigable land in the vi
cinity of and east of Winters creek. About 15,600 acres in this district 
were O'pened to irrigation in 1911 and 1912. The remainder of the dist
rict will be opened in the season of 1915. In addition, there are some 
smaller detached tracts, covering about 2,570 acres of irrigable land, 
which will be brought under irrigation within the next few years. 

The following table shows the division of the land in the districts 
under the canal: 

Acres. 
Land of North Platte Canal & Colonization Company 

(Wyoming) ·····----------------·-----------------------------------------------------··· 17,837 
First Ia teral district, U. S. Reclamation Service, 

(Wyoming-Nebraska) ---------------------------------------------------·------·· 36,760 
Second lateral district, U. S. Reclamation Service, (Ne-

braska) --··---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 34,100 
. Third lateral district, U. S. Reclamation Service, (Ne-

braska) ·------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 38,000 
Miscellaneous tracts of United States land .... ------------------------ 2,570 

Total ----------------------·--····----------------·---------····------------------------:.:129,267 
Of the above, 107,530 acres are in Nebraska and 21,737 acres in 

Wyoming. 
The following table shows the land opened to irrigation from 1907 

to 1914: 
Acres. 

Nebraska --------------------------------------------------------------- -----------89,434 
Wyoming (U. S. Reclamation Service)------------------------------------ 2,229 
Wyoming (North Platte Canal and Colonization Co;)---------- 17 837 

Total ---------------------------------------------------------- ___________________________ 109,500 

Of the above, 59,000 acres under the Reclamation Act and 6,000 
acres under the North Platte Canal and Colonization Co!tlpany were 
in crop in 1914. 

In accordance with the Act of Congress of February 21, 1911 
(36 Stat. L. 925) known as the Warren Act, and the Act of the Ne
braska Legislature of 1911 (Sec. 3451 Rev. Stat. 1913, Nebr.) the 
United States has sold perpetual storage rights in the Pathfinder Reser
voir to six ditch systems west of Bridgeport at the cost of $5 per acre
foot. This charge is to-be paid in ten annual graduated payments without 
interest, and has enabled the ditches to supplement their river appro
priation with adequate storage rights at small cost. 

• 
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During the past season the United States also rented storage water 
to several other systems in western Nebraska at 30 cents per acre-foot 
for the season. But for this, many of the systems would have suffered 
greatly w'hen there was not sufficient natural flow to _supply the needs 
of their priorities. In addition to passing the inflow into the Path· 
finder Reservoir, the United States, during the irrigation season, en
deavored to turn out from 500 to 1,000 second-feet more water than was 
necessary for the Government's project and its sale and rental projects. 

The present rate of payments for land under the Reclamation Act 
is governed by the provisions of the Act of Congress of August 13, 
1914, known as the Reclamation Extension Act. In accordance with 
this Act, all lands which have heretofore been subject to the Reclamation 
Act are subject to the building charge of $55 per acre of irrigable land, 
payable in twenty annual installments, without interest, the first four 
of which shall be 2 per cent, the next two each 4 per cent, and the 
next fourteen each 6 per cent. On lands which may hereafter become 
subject to the terms and conditions of the Reclamation Act, and on new 
entries, the entryman must pay at the time of making water-right ap
plication, 5 per cent of the construction charge fixed for the land as an 
initial installment, and shall pay the balance of the charge in fifteen 
annual installments, the first five of which shall each be 5 •per cent and 
the remainder shall be each 7 per cent of the construction charge. The 
first of the annual installments shall become due and payable on De
cember 1 of the fifth calendar year after tJhe initial installment. In 
addition to the building charges, operation and maintenance charges, 
amounting to approximately $1.10 per acre per annum, are due and 
payable on December 1 of each season. This rate is regulated by the 
actual cost of this service and in accordance with Section 5 of the Rec-· 
Jamation Extension Act. The total cost of operation and maintenance of 
the project is distributed over the entire area per volume of water de
livered, so that the careful user of water is required to pay propor
tionately Jess operation and maintenance charges than his neighbor, who 
may be Jess skillful or painstaking. It is expected that the O<peration 
and maintenance cost will diminish further, as the entire area under 
the project is put under irrigation and the system becomes thoroughly 
seasoned throughout. 

The Fort Laramie unit, the construction of which has been con
ditionally approved by the Department of the Interior, ~ill comprise 
a canal system on the south side of the North Platte river, which will 
cover about 107,000 acres of irrigable land, situated between Whalen, 
Wyo., and a point south of Minatare, Nebr. The main canal wi!J take 
water from the river directly opposite the intake of the Interstate Ca
nal, at the Whalen diversion dam. The capacity of the canal at the 
intake will be about 1,370 second-feet, which capacity will be .gradually 
diminished to the end of the canal. The land covered by this canal will 
include 59,000 acres in Wyoming and 48,000 acres in Nebraska, of which 
7,000 acres in Wyoming and 37,400 acres in Nebraska are in private 
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ownership. On acc?unt of the large proportion of the land in private 
ownership, the unit is approved only on condition that 95 per cent of 
the private landholders will pledge their land to pay their portion of the 
building charges of the irrigation system, and to dispose of their holdings 
in excess of 160 acres to parties qualified ta make water-right application 
under the Reclamation Act. 

The land under the North Platte project is divided into farm units 
of approximately 80 acres of irrigable land. Under the Reclamation Act 
a person can not obtain water for more than 160 acres of land in pri
vate ownership, nor for more than one farm unit, unless the building 
charges are paid up in full on each such farm unit. There probably 
will continue to be available for the next one or two years a number of 
desirable farm units, and persons interested may obtain further infor
mation relative thereto by addressing the U. S. Reclamation Service at 
Mitchell, Nebr. 

Practically all the land under the Interstate Unit has been entered 
under the Reclamation Act. There are still unentered lands, as pointed 
out in the preceding paragraph, and also some lands located under the 
Low Line Canal north of Bayard and Minatare, Nebr., which are with
held from all forms of entry in accordance with the Act of Congress 
of June 25, 1910 (36 Stat. 847) providing that no lands shall be entered 
until the water is available therefor. It is expected that these remaining 
lands will be available for entry during the calendar years 1915 and 1916. 
In addition there are frequent opportunities to purchase private land or 
lands upon which final proof as to residence and cultivation has been made. 
Purchasers or intending settlers should, prior to making settlement or 
purchases. familiarize themselves with local conditions, the Reclamation 
Act, and the various public notices relating to the lands. Such prelim
inary investigation may save much misunderstanding and resulting trou
bles and difficulties. All intending purchasers should acquaint themselves 
with the status of the payments on any tract of land they may desire to 
'PUrchase, which information is furnished free of charge by the Reclama
tion office at Mitchell, Nebr. As a rule it is advisable for the intending 
settler or purchaser to inquire of the local Reclamation Service officials 
regarding any tract of land or the rules and regulations of the Interior 
Department. The necessary information will be furnished either by let
ter or personally, as may be requested. Some settlers make the error 
of attempting to settle with too small working capital and soon find 
themselves in financial difficulties. It must be remembered that the cost 
of improvements, farm equipment, etc., necessary to start on an unim
proved tract of land may easily consume several thousand dollars, and 
also that the returns fom these barren western soils usually are light 
for several years, while the expense of preparing the ground, irrigating, 
seeding to alfalfa, etc., is correspondingly heavy during this early period. 

The following table shows the percentage of the project completed, 
and the cost of the same to July 31, 1914: 

• 
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Status of North Platte Project, July 31, 1914 
Complete 

Storage Work~: Per Cent 
Pathfinder Reservoir-----------------------------------········· 99.7 
Lake Alice Reservoir ___ ·····-··-······----···················-··· 97.0 
Dam No. 3______ -------···---········-·······················-·· 63.0 

Diversion Works: 
Whalen Dam ... _ --------··---------·····------------------·····-----100.0 

Canal System: 
First division main canaL ....... ------·-·······--········· 99.8 
Second division main canaL ............................. 100.0 
Third division main canaL ................................. 83.0 

Lateral System: 
Rawhide Lateral District--------------··---·--··-····-·----·100.0 
First Lateral District----·-···-----····---·--·······--·--·····- 9.9.8 
Second Lateral District _________ ------···--···-·········-- 99.9 • 
Third Lateral District. _ ---·-------- ------------··-------·- 78.0 

Drainage System .... ------------------····---······---··---·······--·----- 29.4 

Miscellaneous: 
Real Estate and Right of Way ..... --------···-·-·-··-·· 82.0 
Secondary Projects-----··-··---·····-············-··············100.0 
Water-right Adjudications, North Platte 

river ·-----······------····-----·--····---····-····--················100.0 
Project Buildings .................................................. 99.0 
Fort Laramie Unit ...... ---····-------·······----········---······ .3 
Preliminary operation and maintenance 

(building) --·-·-·-------····---·-·······---·········-·-···-····· 85.0 

Amount 
$1,795,330.43 

209,730.19 
343,451.49 

235,010.54 

1,(}21,276.26 
849,340.29 
361.444.65 

3,819.31 
371,892.13 
299,275.23 
242,102.67 
88,030.56 

26,796.U 
51,531.40 

9,473.18 
29,135.18 
20,109.76 

423,300.38 

TotaL ....... . ----·-- -- ·---·-----·- --···--·---- - --·- ----------- _________ $6,381,050. 79 

MITCHELL IRRIGATION DISTRICT. The Mitchell Canal and Irri
gating Company was incorporated on June 20, 1890, and on the same date 
a notice of appropriation was posted on the south bank of the river in 
Laramie county, Wyoming, and on June 25 a copy was filed with the 
county clerk of that county. Construction started on August 18, 1890, 
and continued until July 1891, by which time 28 miles of canal had been 
built. Practically all the construction work was done by the subscribers, 
who were paid in stock. The total cost of building the canal was $37,-
500, of which about 10 per cent was used in the construction of the 
headgates and flumes. Cash items for these structures amounted to 
$3,700, which amount was raised by a bond issue authorized by the 
company. During the succeeding years more or less money was raised 
by assessments upon the stock and put into extensions and better
ments. 

By an agreement made in 1897, the Gering Irrigation District was 
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granted the right of running water through the entire length of the canal, 
and in return it enlarged the ditch to two and one-half times its former 
capacity and agreed to pay 25 per cent of the superintendent's salary 
and 55 per cent of the operating expenses of the joint ditch. 

On June 26, 1897, twenty-three of the landowners under the ditch 
presented a petition to the county commissioners of Scotts Bluff county, 
praying for the organization of an irrigation district. On the same 
date the commissioners approved the petition and issued a call for an 
election to be held on July 24. On August 2, the commissioners met 
as a canvassing board and finding 22 votes "yes" and 5 votes "no," de
clared the district duly organized. The district had a bond election on 
December 20, and voted bonds in the sum of $58,000 for the opurchase of 
all the rights and title to the Mitchell Canal and Irrigating Com
pany. These bonds were issued under date of July 1, 1898. 

The headgate of this canal is just across the state line in Wyoming, 
but all of the land susceptible of irrigation lies within Nebraska. While 
a notice of appropriation was filed in Laramie county, Wyoming, it 
seems that neither the former company nor the district has ever had the 
rights adjudicated under the laws of Wyoming and likewise never haR 
made any application for a right under the Jaws of Nebraska, and con
sequently the appropriation is held merely under the vested right of 
continuous beneficial use. 

Under the original comopany the farmers had to build their own lat
erals-this sometimes was done by several farmers building joint lat
erals-but the company built and maintained the lateral headgates and 
delivered the water. 

The district contains approximately 16,280 acres of irrigable land, 
and is one of the best developed irrigated tracts in the state. Land 
values in the valley depend upon the improvements on the land. 

For the purpose of levying assessments to meet maintenance and 
operation charges, provide a bond-sinking fund, and pay interest on the 
bonds, the land is classified and divided into three grades, which are as
sessed on valuations of .$5, $10 and $15 per ac"re, respectively. The levy 
for maintainence and operation for 1914 was 45 mills and that covering 
bonds was 55 mills, making the charges for water per acre as follows: 

Land Valuation 
Dollars 

5 
10 
15 

Maintainence and Operation 
Cents 

221,2 
45 
67'h 

Bonds and Interest Total 
Cents Dollars 
271,2 .50 
56 1.00 
82'h 1.50 

The princi!pal crops raised are alfalfa, sugar beets, potatoes, oats 
and other small grains. 

This district is cited as the most successful and prosperous districts 
within the state. 

GERING IRRIGATION DISTRICT (A-365). On July 8, 1895, fifty
seven landowners filed a petition with the county commissioners of 
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Scotts Bluff county praying for the organization of an irrigation district 
and on the same date the commissioners met, approved the said peti
tion, and called an election to be held on August 3. On August 12, 
the commissioners met as a canvassing board and finding 48 votes 
"yes" and 1 vote "no," declared the district duly organized. Completed 
surveys showed that some non-irrigable land had been included within the 
borders of the district as organized, and after due process of law, this 
was excluded and the final boundaries established embracing an irri
gable area of 14,700 acres. 

The district court of Scotts Bluff county passed upon and con
firmed the legality of the district in 1897. During the same year an 
agreement was made with the Mitchell Canal and Irrigating Com
pany, under which it was possible for the Gering Irrigation District 
to build headgates just east of the state line and turn the water through 
a short ditch into the Mitchell Ditch, taking it out again at the ending 
of the Mitchell Ditch. In return, the Gering Irrigation District agreed 
to pay 25 per cent of the superintendent's salary and 55 oper cent of the 
operating expenses of the joint ditch. 

During 1912 these items were: 25 per cent of superintendent's sal
ary, $200; 55 per cent of operating expenses of joint ditch, $449.03. 

Construction work was begun in 1898 and the ditch was completed 
in 1900. In addition to enlarging the 28 miles of the MitChell Ditch, 
26 miles of new canal were built. From the end of the Mitchell Ditch 
to just west of the town of Gering the canal had to be built through a 
very rough stretch of country, locally called "Bad Lands," and the cost 
of construction ran high. There also is one wooden flume 64 feet high 
just west of the town of Gering. 

The ditch was built at a time when it was hard to float boild·s and all 
construction work was paid for with bonds. From November 6, 1897, 
to May 31, 1902, four bond issues, aggregating $217,000 were issued as 
follows: 

Amount Authorized 
$116,000........................ ................. November 6, 1897 

62,000 .......................................... July 7, 1900 
20,000 .......................................... February 1, 1902 
20,000.......................................... May 31, 1902 

Issued 
November 8, 
July 9, 
February 3, 
June 2, 

1897 
1900 
1902 
1902 

These issues all bear interest at 6 per cent. The bonds, instead of 
being retired serially, read that a percentage of each bond was to be 
retired each year after the tenth year. As all construction work was 
finished during the year 1900, it is reasonable to assume that only the 
first two issues, totalling $177,000, went into actual construction 
charges, and that the last two issues were made to meet accrued in
terest and betterment charges. 

On September 11, 1909, an election was held and refunding bonds 
were issued in the sum of $217,000 to refund all previous issues. Of 
the refunding bonds $19,800 have not been issued, due to the fact that 
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part of the face value of the old bonds had been paid, and to the fact 
that a few of the old bonds are still outstanding. 

On January 17, 1913, the district purchased for $100,000 a per
petual right to 35,500 acre-feet of stored water annually from the 
Pathfinder Reservoir. 

For the purpose of levying an assessment to meet maintenance and 
operation charges, bond issues and interest on bonds, the land is classi
fied according to its quality and valued for taxation at $10 to $20 per 
acre. As the water is pro-rated to the land in accordance with the as
sessment levied, the greater portion of the land is valued between $15 
and $20 in order to gain the benefit of receiving plenty of water. The 
levy in 1914 for maintenance and operation was 41 mills and that for 
covering bonds and interest 59 mills, thus making the charge for water 
per acre for the best land 82 cents for maintenance and operation, and 
$1.18 for bonds and interest, a total of $2. 

While the bond issues against this district have been high, the dist
rict is a striking example of the difficulties that can be overcome and 
the great cost that can be assumed, as the farmers of the district have 
been successful. 

During the year 1914, water was applied to about 12,000 acres. The 
principal crops grown are alfalfa, sugar beets, potatoes and some small 
grain. 

FARMERS' IRRIGATION DISTRICT (D-918; A-660). The Farm
ers' Irrigation District, or Tri-State Project as it is called, is second in 
size and importance in the state, and by far the largest enterprise con
structed by private capital. 

On August 31, 1887, some settlers, who formerly had lived in the 
irrigated sections of Colorado,. organized the Farmers' Canal Com
pany, and on September 16 posted notices of appropriation on the north 
bank of the river in Section 10, Township 23 north, Range 58 west. 
Copies of the notices were filed in the office of the county clerk of 
Cheyenne County, which at that time included the territory now in 
Scotts Bluff county. This was the first instrument making claim for 
irrigation purposes to be filed within the state. 

Construction was begun in 1888 and continued until 1890, at which time 
the canal had been completed for a distance of 10 miles, at a cost of 
about $7,800. The work was done by the stockholders, each being as
signed a certain stretch of work which was estimated to represent the 
amount of the stock subscribed by him. In 1891, these farmers, finding 
that they were not financially able to complete the work, sold the canal, 
reserving perpetual water rights to themselves, to a company which was 
promoting a much larger project, and wished to use the line of the canJ.Il 
as its right of way. 

This succeeding company authorized a bond issue of $250,000 and 
proceeded to enlarge and extend the canal by opening up detached 
stretches through a distance of 25 miles. It was forced to cease con
struction in 1893 on account of the inability to float more bonds. The 
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actual cost of construction undertaken amounted to about $86,000, which, 
together with the accrued interest, brought the total to approximately 
$100,000. Not being able to meet the accrued interest or the bonds fall
ing due, foreclosure proceedings were brought in 1898, and the canal sold 
by an order of the court in 1901. 

On March 4, 1897, twenty-eight landowners under the canal filed a 
petition with the county commissioners of Scotts Bluff county, praying 
for the organization of an irrigation district, and on March 17 the com
missioners approved the petition and called an election to be held on 
April 10. On April 19 the commissioners met as a canvassing board and 
finding 29 votes "yes" and 1 vote "no;' declared the district duly organ
ized, but this organization did not obtain control of the canal at this time. 

The Tri-State Land Company, with an authorized Ca!pital stock of 
160,000 shares of the par value of $100 each, was organized in 1904 and 
purchased the rights of the Farmers Canal Company. In 1905 they be
gan to enlarge and extend the canal. To supplement the appropriation 
from the river this company in 1912 purchased at a cost of $500,000 a 
perpetual right to 180,000 acre-feet of stored water annually from the 
Pathfinder Reservoir. 

On October 14, 1912, the landowners within the irrigation district as 
organized in 1897, held an election and voted bonds in the sum of $2,550,-
000, with which to purchase the canal system and water rights of the 
Tri-State Company. At this election, additional bonds in the sum of 
$153,000 were voted to be used in making some improvements and meet
ing the accrued interest at the end of the first year. These bonds were 
issued under date of January 1, 1913. The district comprises an area of 
about 65,000 acres of irrigable land, most of which is situated on the 
table-lands and includes some of the finest irrigated farm lands to be 
found within the state. 

The headgate of the canal is 1 mile east of the Nebraska-Wyoming 
state line. The canal has a bottom width of 90 feet for 2 miles, a width of 
46 feet for the next 35 miles, and then is gradually reduced in size to the 
end. The present length is 73 miles and there are approximately 300 
miles of laterals. The cost of construction was about $2,500,000, which 
was met by the paid-up capital of the company and a bond issue of 
$1,700,000. 

The needle dam at the intake, the concrete headgates and the elabor
ate concrete wasteway are the most interesting features of the project. 
The wasteway is located two miles below the headgates and is so con
structed that the accumulation of sand and sediment can be flushed out 
without trouble or extra expense. The secondary structures are nearly 
all of concrete, most of the laterals are fitted with measuring devices and, 
where necessary, with concrete drops. Laterals have been constructed 
to practically every SO-acre tract under the canal. 

For the purpose of levying assessments to meet maintenance and 
operation charges and to cover bond issues and interest on bonds, the land 
is assessed at $35 to $45 per acre. The levy for maintenance and oper-
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ation for 1914 is 20 mills and that covering bonds is 70 mills, making the 
charge for water per acre as follows: 

Land 
Valuation 

$36 
46 

Operation 
and Maintenance 

$ .70 
.90 

Bonde 
and Interest 

$2.45 
3.16 

Total 
$3.16 
4.06 

The principal cro>ps grown are alfalfa, sugar beets ,potatoes, and 
small grains of all kinds. The land is particularly productive after it is 
thoroughly subdued and properly cultivated. 

RAMSHORN CANAL <D-946). On March 24, 1893, a notice of ap
propriation was posted by individuals on the north bank of the river in the 
southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 12, Township 23 
north, Range 68 west for the Ramshorn canal and a copy of the notice 
was filed with the county clerk of Scotts Bluft' county. They began con
struction in April 1893. During 1893 the landowners under the diteh 
incorporated into a mutual stock company and before April, 1894, com
pleted the canal to a length of 6'h miles at a cost of $6,260. 

About 2,542 irrigable acres lie below the line of the ditch, but of 
this acreage only 480 acres have been irrigated during the past few sea
sons. The maintenance and O'J)eration assessments have been averaging 
about 35 cents per acre. The principal crops irrigated are alfalfa and 
small grains. 

ENTERPRISE IRRIGATION DISTRICT (D-920). A preliminary 
meeting -.sheldon January 19, 1889, at which time the landowners, re
siding within the territory now comprising the district, were invited to 
subscribe for stock in the Farmers' Canal Company, described above. 
This proposition wes accepted at this meeting, but on February 9, 1889, 
the decision was reconsidered and the organization of the Enterprise 
Ditch Company was decided upon. Stock was subscribed for and the 
company organized on March 7, 1889, as a mutual stock company, with 
an authorized capital stock of 500 shares, with a par value of $100 each. 
Surveys were made and a notice of appropriation posted on the north 
bank of the river in Section 28, TownShip 23 north, Range 67 west, prior 
to the latter part of March, 1889, a copy of the notice being filed with 
the county clerk of Scotts Bluft' county on March 30. Construction on the 
ditch was started at once, but as the projected .ditch was quite long and 
there were not many stockholders, it was not completed until 1895, by 
which time the ditch had been built for a distance of 24 miles at a cost 
of $31,306, divided as foiiows: Headgates, $1,600; earthwork, $28,806; 
other expenses, $1,000. Water was first diverted from the river and 
used along the upper portion of the canal during the latter part of the 
season of 1890. 

On May 2, 1898, twelve of the landowners under the canal presented 
a petition to the county commissioners of Scotts Bluft' county praying 
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for the formation of an irrigation district, and on May 23, the commis
sioners a>pproved the petition and called an election to be held June 18. 
On July 27, the commissioners met as a canvassing board, and finding 
18 votes "yes" and 8 votes "no," declared the district duly organized. 
On August 15, the district voted bonds in the sum of $45,000 for the pur
chase of the .stock of the old company. The bonds were issued under date 
of October 5, 1898, and the transfer to the district was made March 17, 
1900. On August 7, 1910, a second issue of bonds was voted in the aum 
of $15,000, for the construction of a permanent headgate. These bonds 
were issued under date of September 1, 1910. 

This district has an irrigable area of 7,275 acres, of which about 
6,000 acres were irrigated during the season of 1914. The area was 
planted to diversified crops; alfalfa and sugar beets predominating. 

For the purpose of levying assessments to meet maintenance and 
operation charges, and bond issues and interest on bonds, the land is 
classified into four grades, which are assessed on valuations of 25 cents, 
$10, $15 and $20, respectfully. The levy for maintenance and operation 
for 1914 was 50 mills and that for bonds and interest was 50 mills. Thus 
the charges for water per acre were as follows: 

Land Operation. Bonds 
Valuation and Maintenance and Interest Total 

$10 $ .50 $ .50 $1.00 
15 .75 .75 1.50 
20 1.00 1.00 2.00 

WINTERS CREEK CANAL (D-952). The Winters Creek Irriga
tion Company was incorporated October 1, 1888, with a capital stock of 
$10,000, represented by 100 shares of the par value of $100 each. Sixteen 
persons subscribed for 80 shares, each share representing 40 acres of 
land. Surveys of the canal were completed during November 1888, 
and construction was undertaken the same month. No contract wae let 
for the construction, each shareholder being allowed to work out 90 per 
cent of the par value of the stock subscribed; the other 10 per cent 
was paid in cash. During the winter the number of stockholders increased 
to thirty, and by May 1, 1889, about ten miles of the canal had been 
built. Water was diverted and was run the entire length of the canal 
that season. In. the winter of 1889-1890, the authorized capital stock was 
increased to $10,700 by issuing seven more shares. The canal was en
larged and extended to its present length of 12 miles. 

On January 1, 1911, the company was re-incorporated with a capital 
stock of $96,000, represented by 960 shares of the par value of $100 each. 
A large portion of this stock is now held by the Imperial Land Company, 
a subsidiary of the Scotts Bluft' Sugar Company. 

The company acts merely as a common carrier, and makes an annual 
charge of $2.50 per acre for the service of delivering the water to the 
headgate of the lateral. The laterals were built almost entirely by the 
farmers • 
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The headgates are located in Section 17, Townshi·p 22 north, Range 
65 west, on a bend in the north bank of the river, and during the past, 
drifting sand has entered the headgates and settled in the upper portions 
of the canal interfering greatly with the operation. 

There are 5,840 acres of irrigable land lying below the canal and 
during the season of 1914 water was supplied to approximately 5,000 
acres. The principal crops grown are alfalfa and sugar beets, the latter 
predominating, as the greater portion of the land lies close to the beet
sugar factory at Scotts Bluff. 

CENTRAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT (D-926). The Mutual Irriga
tion and Water Power Company was organized and incorporated under 
the laws of Nebraska. This company posted a notice of a•ppropriation on 
the south bank of the river in Section 26, Township 22 north, Range 56 
west, on June 23, 1890, and construction was started shortly afterward. 
By July 1, 1891, 4'h miles of canal had been completed, a large pump 
and boiler to pump from the river had been installed, and water was 
run through the ditch. This project is the only one in the state which 
has attempted to pump water on a large scale. Quite an acreage was 
irrigated, but the operation of the pumping plant proved very costly. 

The Mutual Irrigation and Water Power Company sold to the Central 
Irrigation and Water Power Company in November 1891. The latter 
company discarded the pumping plant and extended the ditch up the 
river through the "Bad Lands," making a gravity ditch. A notice of the 
change of the point of diversion was posted in Section 27, Township 22 
north, Range 56 west, and a copy filed in the office of the county clerk 
of Scotts Bluff county on November 11, 1891. Construction was started 
and during the winter the canal was extended to a length of seven miles. 

On April 26, 1901, a petition signed by four landowners was pre
sented to the county commissioners of Scotts Bluff county, praying for 
the organization of an irrigation district, and on May 9, the commis
sioners approved the petition and called an election to be held on June 1. 
On June 10, the commissioners met as a canvassing board and finding a 
unanimous vote in favor of the district, declared the district duly or
ganized. On August 27, bonds in the sum of $17,000 were voted for the 
purchase of the canal, and on March 15, 1902, bonds in the sum of $4,000 
were voted for the purpose of installing structures along the canal. On 
October 15, 1910, the board of directors met to hear objections to issuing 
refunding bonds in the sum of $21,000 to take up all the older bonds. 
Refunding bonds were issued under date of January 1, 1911. On April 
1, 1913, the district purchased for $12,275, 'a perpetual right to 4,800 
acre-feet of stored water annually from the Pathfinder Reservoir. 

For the purpose of levying assessments to meet maintenance and 
operation charges, and to cover bond issues and interest on bonds, the 
lands are assessed on a valuation of $10 to $30 per acre. For the year 
1914, the maintenance and operation levy was 70 mills and that for the 
bonds 20 mills, making the charges for water per acre as follows: 

.. 
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Land 
Valuation 

$10 
30 

Operation 
and Maintenance 

$ .70 
2.10 

Bond's 
and Interest 

$ .70 
.60 

Total 
$ .90 

2.70 
The district embraces an area of 2,611 acres, practically all of which 

was irrigated in 1914. 

MINATARE DITCH {D-919). During the year 1887 a public meet
ing was held at Minatare to discuss the question of building one large 
ditch to supply water to the entire valley. This proposition met with dis
favor and the Minatare Canal Company was organized. On January 14, 
1888, a notice of appropriation was posted on the north bank of the river 
in section 32, township 22 north, range 54 west, and construction was 
started shortly afterward. About eight miles of the ditch were completed 
and water was diverted and applied to the lands during the late summer 
of l8R8. This was the first ditch in the upper valley of the North Platte 
river that actually diverted and used water upon the land. During the 
year 1889, the company extended the canal, completing high and low-line 
ditches. The length of each line is about nine miles. The system cost 
$26,500. 

The Minatare Mutual Canal and Irrigation Company was incorpor
ated with a capital stock of $25,000, and purchased the canal from the 
Minatare Canal and Irrigation Company on May 14, 1895. 

There are 9,316 acres of irrigable land lying below this canal, and 
during the average year about 4,000 acres are irrigated. The crops grown 
are alfalfa, sugar beets, wild hay, wheat and potatoes. The average an
nual maintenance and operation charges are in the neighborhood of 75 
cents per acre. There is quite a large acreage of seeped land lying be
low this ditch which is now being ditched and drained to make it more 
productive. 

STEAMBOAT DITCH (A-186; A-350). The Steamboat Ditch 
Company was organized by the farmers as a mutual stock company. 
Each share in the company represents the water right for ten acres of 
land. The canal, which is six miles long and diverts the water from the 
river in Section 4, Township 21 north, Range 54 west, was built during 
May, 1896, at a cost of $2,500, and water was diverted and 300 acres were 
irrigated that season. 

This company has been decreed a right to water for 830 acres by 
the district court of Scotts Bluff county, but of the acreage only 644 acres, 
planted to alfalfa, sugar beets and potatoes, were irrigated in 1914. 
The average annual maintenance and operation charges are 50 cents 
per acre. 

CASTLE ROCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT (D-921). The Castle 
Rock Irrigation and Water Power Company was incorporated with a cap
ital stock of $20,000 in April 1889, and during that month a notice of ap
propriation was posted on the south bank of the river in Section 4, 
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Township 21 north, Range 54 west. Construction was started the same 
summer and continued until the summer of 1896, by which time 17 
miles of main canal and three miles of a low-line lateral had been com
pleted at a cost of about $20,000. 

On May 3, 1898, a petition signed by nine landowners was presented 
to the county commissioners of Scotts Bl!Jff county, praying for the or
ganization of an irrigation district, and on May 5, the commissioners ap
proved the petition and called an election to be held on June 4. On June 
13, the commissioners met as a canvassing board and finding 19 votes 
"yes'' and 18 votes "no" declared the district duly organized. The dist
rict did not obtain possession of the canal until 1912. On September 14, 
1912, a bond election was held, at which bonds in the sum of $30,000 were 
voted. These bonds were issued under date of October 1, 1912, and $20,-
500 worth were used to purchase the canal from tihe old company, and 
$6,801.96 worth to retire water rights of the old canal and repair a"d 
build lateral headgates, and $2,698.04 worth to pay for the construction 
of a headgate. 

For the purpose of levying assessments to meet maintenance and 
operation charges, bond-sinking fund, and interest on bonds, the land is 
assessed on a valuation of $15 to $25 per acre. The levy for maintenance 
and operation for 1914 was 40 mills and that covering bonds was 15 
mills, making the charge for water per acre as follows: 

Land 
Valuation 

$15 
25 

Operation 
and Maintenance 

$ .60 
1.00 

Bonds 
and Interest 

$ .22'> 
.375 

Total 
$ .825 

1.375 
There are about 7,000 acres below this canal, but the district has been 

decreed a right for only 5,780 acres by the district court of Scotts Bluff 
county. The principal crops grown are alfalfa, sugar beets, potatoes, wild 
hay and grain. 

NINE MILE CANAL (D-925). The Bayard Irrigation Canal and 
Water Power Company was incorporated during 1890, and on November 
28, 1890, posted a notice of appropriation on the north bank of the river 
in Section 18, Township 21 north, Range 53 west, and started construc
tion, but owing to financial difficulties, was forced to cease work during 
the summer of 1891. In August, 1893, the Nine Mile Canal and Reservoir 
Company was incorporated and purchased the rights of the Bayard Irri
gation Canal and Water Power Company. It filed new notices of appro
priation and completed the canal to a length of 21 miles at a cost of 
about $15,000, of which $1,500 was used in the construction of the head
gates. The farmers were required to build their own laterals, but the 
company built the measuring boxes, the cost being charged to the irri
gators. 

On May 15, 1906, a petition signed by sixteen landowners was pre
sented to the county commi56ioners of Scotts Bluff county, praying for 
the organization of an irrigation district, and on June 5, the commission-
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ers approved the petition and called an election to be held July 17. On 
July SO, the commissioners met as a canvassing board and finding 31 
"yes" votes and 5 "no," declared the district duly organized. On No
vember 7, bonds in the sum of $18,000 were voted to take over the stock 
of the company at par. These bonds were issued under date of November 
12. The district embraces an area of 6,328 acres, approximately all of 
which was irrigated in 1914. 

For levying assessments to cover maintenance and operation, bond 
issues, and interest on bonds, the land is assessed on a valuation of $2.60 
to $15 per acre .. The levy in 1914 for maintenance and operation was 115 
mills and that for bonds was 25 mills, making the charges for water per 
acre as follows: 

Land 
Valuation 

$ 2.50 
15.00 

Operation 
and Maintenance 

$ .2875 
1.725 

Bonds 
and Interest 

$ .0625 
.375 

Total 
$ .35 

2.10 
A large portion of the acreage is in wild hay, but a narrow strip 

adjacent to the canal at the upper end and a considerable acreage at the 
lower end is in alfalfa, sugar beets, corn and small grains. 

SHORT LINE CANAL (D-946). The Short Line Irrigation Com
pany was organized as a stock company by the farmers and each share 
represented the water right for forty acres and had a par value of $100 
The authorized capital stock of the company was $6,000. All the stock 
was worked out by farmers subscribing for it. Five miles of canal were 
built at a cost of about $6,000. 

On April 15, 1912, a petition signed by eight landowners was pre
sented to the county commissioners of Scotts Bluff county, praying for 
the organization of an irrigation district, and on July 12, the commis
sioners approved the petition and called an election to be held on Aug
ust 10. On August 19, the commissioners met as a canvassing board and 
finding all nine votes cast in favor of the district, declared it duly or
ganized. On April 18, 1914, bonds in the. sum of $15,582 were voted, of 
which $9,700 were for the purchase of 97 shares of stock of the old com
pany, $5,800 to be used in betterments, and $882 for paying the first 
year's interest. These bonds have not been issued, and while the district 
is practically operating the canal, no transfer has been made. 

For the purpose of paying the maintenance and operating expenses 
during the year 1914, the land was assessed on a valuation of $15 and $20 
per acre. The levy was 27 mills, making the charges for water per acre 
as follows: 40¥., cents for the $15 land, and 54 cents for the $20 land. 

The tax roll shows that the taxes have been levied on a basis of 
2,637 acres, although the canal covers approximately 3,000 acres, practi
cally all of which has been irrigated each year. 

CHIMNEY ROCK CANAL (D-844 l. The Ohimney Rock Irrigation 
Canal and Water Power Co. was incorporated under the Jaws of Nebraska. 
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In June, 1889, it posted a notice of appropriation on the south bank of 
the river in Section 6, Township 20 north, Range 52 west. Construction 
was begun soon afterward, and was continued until June, 1895. It was 
resumed in 1896, and the canal completed. At the lower end, the canal 
divides into a high-line and a low-line canal. The main canal, or high
line, is 13 miles long and the low-line four miles, making the total length 
17 miles. The cost of building the system was $16,000. 

Eighty-two shares, with a. par value of $100 eacll, each representing 
the water right to 40 acres of land, were subscribed by farmers who had 
the privilege of making payment in work. Before the completion of the 
canal, it became necessary to assess this stock $100 per share. 

On June 17, 1912, a •petition signed by twelve landowners was pre
sented to the county commissioners of Morrill county, praying for the or
ganization of an irrigation district, and on October 3, the commissioners 
approved the petition and called an election to be held November 12. 
On November 22, the commissioners met as a canvassing board and find
ing all the 14 votes cast in favor of the district, declared it duly organ
ized. On July 15, 1913, bonds in the sum of $83,000 were voted, of which 
$41,000 were for the purchase of the canal,$31,000 for taking up contracts 
of the old company with the U. S. Reclamation Service for stored water 
(6,580 acre-feet annually), $4,500 for taking up the accrued interest for 
the first year. The bonds were approved by the district court November 
8, 1913. These bonds have not been issued, but the canal company and 
the district will hold a joint meeting in the near future for the purpose 
of trying to arrange for the transfer of the canal to the district. 

For the purpose of levying an assessment to cover maintenance and 
operation, bond-sinking fund, and interest on bonds for the year 1914, 
the land has been assessed on valuations of $15 to $40 per acre. The levy 
for maintenance and operation is 13 mills and that for bonds, 32 mills. 
Although no bonds have been issued the cost of the water •per acre is as 
follows: 

Land 
Valuation 

$15.00 
40.00 

Operation 
and Maintenance 

$ .195 
.52 

Bonds 
and Interest 

$ .48 
1.28 

Total 
$ .675 

1.80 

There are about 7,000 acres under the ditch, but water rights for only 
£,976 acres have been decreed to the company. This acreage is in alfalfa, 
sugar beets, corn and wild hay. 

ALLIANCE CANAL (D-874). The Alliance Irrigating Canal and 
Water Power Company was incorporated in -1892. The articles of in
corporation were amended in 1894. The capital stock was $10,000. On De
cember 26, Ui92, a notice of appropriation was posted on the north bank 
of the river in Section 5, Township 20 north, Range 53 West. The canal 
was built by the stockholders, who were allowed to work out their stock. 
Construction work was begun in 1893, and by July 1895, nine miles of the 
canal had been completed. During the following years the canal was 

.. 
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extended until at present it is fourteen miles long. The cost of construc
tion was $12,000. Each irrigator built his own laterals and measuring 
box at the point of diversion from the main canal. The company has 
·been decreed a right for 7,000 acres by the district court of Scotts Bluff 
county. 

On October 28, 1912, a petition signed by twenty-one landowners 
was presented to the county commissioners of Morrill county, praying 
for the organization of an irrigation district, and an election was called 
for March 29, 1913. On April 7, the commissioners met as a canvassing 
board and declared the district duly organized. Bonds in the sum of 
$45,000 were voted for the purchase of the canal and to meet the ac
crued interest at the end of the first year. For the purpose of making 
assessments to meet maintenance and operating charges, bond-sinking 
fund, and interest on bonds, the lands are assessed on valuations of $4 
to $15 per acre. For 1914, the levy for maintenance and operation was 
41 mills and that for bonds was 55 mills, making the cost of water per 
acre as follows: Land valued at $4, 19.2 cents; and that valued at $20, 
$1.44. 

BELMONT CANAL {D-828; A-902). The first agitation concerning 
this project was for the organization of a mutual enterprise. This move
ment was succeeded by the incorporation of the Belmont Canal and Water 
Power Company in 1889, with a capital stock of $450,000. It posted a 
notice of appropriation on the south bank of the river in Section 18, 
Township 20 north, Range 51 west, on December 19, 1889, and filed a 
copy with the county clerk of Cheyenne county, December 23. Con 
struction on the canal was started early in 1890, and continued until 
December 1892, during which time 41 miles of main canal had been com
pleted. In the succeeding years a lateral system comprising about 110 
miles of laterals was built. The total cost of construction of the irriga
tion system was $120,000. 

Water was diverted in July, 1892. The maximum acreage irrigated 
was 18,500 acres in 1894, after which time the acreage irrigated gradually 
dimini&hed, until in 1914 only 6,650 acres were irrigated. This is ac
counted for through a peculiar condition that existed under this project. 
The company was organized for the purpose of building the canal and 
selling water rights to the 27,320 acres lying below the canal. At first, 
water rights for 40 acres were placed on the market at $10 and $15 per 
acre. Rights for about 16,000 acres were contracted for under this plan, 
but the settlers under the canal, being mostly cattlemen instead of farm
ers, soon turned their attention almost entirely to stockraising and al
lowed many of the rig'hts to lapse. This forced the company to buy in the 
land under the canal so that in future sales a water right could be at
tached to the land. The company floated a bond issue of $250,000 for 
this purpose. After the purchase of the lands the company operated them 
as a livestock company. At the •present time they still own 9,000 acres 
and water rights for 7,000 acres are still held by private parties. The 
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price of water rights at the present time is $25 per acre. The company 
has been decreed a water right for 18,500 acres by the district court of 
Scotts Bluff county, which includes the 7,000 acres already sold. Lands 
holding a water right merely pay an assessment to the company. Water 
also is rented to non-water right holders at $1.50 per acre per annum. 

This company has built several inverted concrete siphons, one -ecross 
Pumpkin Seed creek, 300 feet long, with inside diameter of 5 feet, and 
another acrol!<l Deep Holes creek, 325 feet long, with a 4-foot square 
opening. 

At the present time there is a movement toward the organization of 
the land lying below the canal into an irrigation district. 

BROWNS CREEK CANAL (D-857). The Browns Creek Canal 
Company was incorporated in 1891, with a capital stock of $20,000. A 
notice of appropriation was posted on the north bank of the river in 
Section 28, Township 20 north, Range 50 west, and a copy filed with the 
county clerk of Cheyenne county, on July 6, 1891. Construction of the 
canal was begun in August, 1891, and continued until 1895, at which time 
about 23 miles of canal had been completed at a cost of $22,000. 

The company has been decreed a water right for 9,500 acres by the 
district court of Scotts Bluff county, but only 6,540 acres were irrigated 
during the season of 1914. No water rights were sold by the company, 
but water was rented annually at 75 cents per miner's inch. A miner's 
inch is fixed by the state law as 1-50 cubic foot per second. 

No attempt was made to measure the water to the land, as the short- • 
age during the dry months and the excessive seepage at the lower end of 
the canal make it impossible to apportion the water. Practically all of 
the land is in wild grass. 

On September 16, 1912, a petition signed by twenty-seven landowners 
was presented to the county commissioners of Morrill county, praying for 
the organization of an irrigation district, and on the same date the com
missioners approved the petition and called an election. The election was 
held and the district duly organized. The district has purchased a perpe~
ual right to 19,900 acre-feet of stored water annually from the Path
finder Reservoir at a cost of $61,900. 

For the purpose of levying assessments for maintenance and operation 
charges, the land is valued at $35 and $40 per acre. For 1914, the lev;,• 
for maintenance and operation was 21 mills, making the cost of water 
per acre, 73'h cents for the $35 land, and 84 cents for the $40 land. 

LISCO CANAL W-856; A-991) AND NORTH RIVER IRRIGATION 
CANAL AND WATER POWER COMPANY (A-243). These two enter-
prises are so closely related that it will be best to consider them to
gether. In July, 1893, Reuben Lisco posted a notice of appropriation for 
32.86 second-feet of water on the north bank of the river in Section 14, 
Township 18 north, Ran~~:e 4 7 west, and built the Lisco canal, which was 
five miles long, for the purpose of irrigating his own lands. In 1896, 
the North River Irrigation Canal and Water Power Company was organ-

• 
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ized and made an application for a water right for 168.29 second-feet of 
water. This company proposed to irrigate a stretch of territory east of 
that watered from the Lisco ditch and desired to use the same right of 
way. A contract was entered into whereby the company enlarged the 
Lisco canal, and in return agreed to carry free of charge the water to 
which Lisco was entitled. The company was composed entirely of farm
ers, who worked out the stock subscribed for upon the following basis: 
The entire yardage to be removed was estimated, from which the num
ber of y~rds to be moved for each 40-acre tract was determined. The 
farmers built 33 miles of canal, in addition to enlarging the five miles 
of the Lisco ditch during the years 1896-98. According to the yardage 
estimates made, it would have cost $33,000 to build the canal by contract. 

The Lisco canal formerly covered 1,500 acres, and the completed 
canal brought an additional 12,000 acres under ditch. Water was used by 
the farmers in this larger area for several years, then dissensions over 
the use of the water arose and the ditch was allowed to deteriorate. It 
was not used after 1900, when a large break occurred in Sand draw 
that was never repaired. 

When the company failed to keep the canal in repair, in accordance 
with the contract, Lisco was forced to keep the upper end in running 
order to supply water to his lands. He immediately brought an action 
and obtained a decree giving him his water right and the five miles of 
the canal on his former right of way. He then attached the canal of the 
company for the costs of the suit and took possession of the upper seven 
miles, thus making the Lisco canal twelve miles long instead of five 
miles. 

In 1910 Lisco made an application for 3 second-feet additional, in 
order to cover all the lands below the canal. He then listed his own 
lands for sale, attaching a water right to each tract sold. 

A mutual stock company with a capital stock of $20,000 has been 
organized and has taken over the management of the canal. There are 
about 2,800 acres under the ditch, and during the· season of 1914 water 
was applied to 1,410 acres. The maintenance and operation charges have 
been very low, being only 25 cents per acre. 

MIDLAND CANAL <D-789) AND OVERLAND CANAL (D-791). 
These two canals were built during 1894 and 1895 by individuals. Each 
cost about $2,000. Th€ Midland has a length of 4 'h miles and the Over
land a length of 5 miles. The Overland heads below the Midland, but 
being built on a lighter grade it crosses over the Midland two miles be
low the headgates of that canal. The Overland canal was sold to the 
Westen Land and Cattle Company in 1905, and since that time the portion 
of the ditch lying below the Midland canal has been practically abandoned, 
the water being brought from the river througl\ the upper portion of the 
Midland canal. This has practically combined the two ditches. About 
2,240 acres are susceptible of irrigation from the combined canals, but 
only about 1,000 acres are irrigated annually, this being equally divided 
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between the two water rights. The cost of operations under the Mid
land canal was 10 cents per acre during the season of 1912, being one 
of the cheapest operated ditches on the river. 

ORR AND VANCE DITCH (D-811). This is a partnership ditch, 
built during the period 1894-97, 2 1h miles long, and cost $350. In 1901 
a new point of diversion was located farther up the river and about three
fourths of a mile of new ditch was built at the upper end. Water is 
diverted from a narrow channel at a level below the bed of the river so 
that a water supply is available at all times. In 1902, an extension of 
one-half mile was built, making the total length about 3% miles, and the 
total cost about $800. The ditch has approximately 235 acres under it, 
of which about 200 acres were irrigated during 1914 at a total cost of 
about $30, or 15 cents per acre. 

ALFALFA IRRIGATION DISTRICT (D-738). A peti~ion for the 
organization of an irrigation district was filed with the county commis
sioners of Keith county. It was approved May 4, 1895, and an election 
called for June 8. On June 17, the commissioners met as a canvassing 
board and declared the district duly organized. In March an application 
for l 00 second-feet of water was made. A contract for the excavatio!l of 
the canal was let at 8% cents per cubic yard. Eighteen miles of canal 
were built in 1895, the contractor being paid in bonds. The c!istrict ·•ctcd 
$22,000 in bonds and all were exchanged for construction work. 

The district has an area of 6,169 acres, but as an irrigation enter
prise it never has been a success. Water never has been carried the e·l
tire length of the canal and during the season of 1914 only ten miles 

<Of the canal were in operation, fron1 which 1.440 acres W2l'G irrigated. 
A11 the bonds are outstanding. Their validity was f['Jestioned, but 

it has bPen upheld by both the supreme court of Nebraska a!!d the Circuit 
Court of Appeals of the United States.• No levy for intere~t 0r fr.r bond 
fund has been made yet. For the pul"pose of levying the maintenance 
and operating charges, all land within the district is assessed on a valu
ation of $10 per acre. The maintenance and operation levy is 30 mills, 
making the cost of 30 cents per acre. The crops raised by irrigation are 
alfalfa, corn and wild grass. 

KEITH AND LINCOLN COUNTIES IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
(D-722). In 1894 the Sutherland and Paxton Land and Irrigation Com
pany was organized, and posted a notice of appropriation on the south 
bank of the river in Section 18, Township 14 north, Range 36 west. Twen
ty-eight miles of canal were built during the year 1894, at a cost of about 
$45,000. This ditch crosses the divide between the North Platte and the 
South Platte rivers, enters the South Platte valley just below the town 
of Sutherland, and swings westwardly. 

Water was diverted in 1895, and has been used continuously ever 
since. Water rights were sold for $7 per acre on the North Platte drain-

*Hodgf"rs Y. Thomas, l!l~ Fetl., 952; Orcott Y. McGinty, HS N. \V., 586. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



BOARD OF IRRIGATION, HIGHWAYS AND DRAINAGE 83 

age slope and for $10 per acre on the South Platte drainage slope. The 
water contracts contained a clause whereby the company reserved the 
right to turn the canal over to the water right owners, at the end of ten 
years. All laterals were built by the farmers. 

In 1905 the canal was turned over to the water right owners, who 
organized as the Keith and Lincoln Counties Irrigation Company, which 
operated the canal for one year. On October 4, 1905, a petition signed 
by forty-one landowners was presented to the county commissioners of 
Lincoln county, praying for an organization of an irrigation district, and 
on October 30 the commissioners approved the petition and called an elec
tion to be held December 2. On December 11 the commissioners met as 
a canvassing board and finding 39 votes "yes" and 14 votes "no,'' declared 
the district duly Oi'ganizcd. 

On March 1, 1906, the district voted bonds in the sum of $65,000, of 
which $49,000 was paid to the company, who in turn cancelled all water 
contracts and turned the canal over free from debt. The other $16,000 
was expended in betterments and improvements of the irrigation system. 
This district has an area of 8,360 acres. 

The land, for district purposes, is assessed on a valuation of $20 
per acre. For 1914 the levy for maintenance and operation is 50 mills 
and that for interest on bonds and bond-sinking fund, and interest. 
34 mills, thus making the cost of water $1 per acre for maintenance and 
operation, and 68 cents for bonds. 

During the season of 1914 about 6,450 acres were irrigated. The 
princiopal crops grown are alfalfa, wheat, corn and other small grains. 
The Hunter orchard of about <10 acres, described on page 61, is located 
under this canal, and demonstrates what can be done in the way of rais
ing fruit. 

SOUTH SIDE IRRIGATION AND LAND COMPANY CANAL 
(D-667). This canal had its beginning in the latter part of the eighties, 
at which time it was proposed to build a canal from the South Platte 
river upon almost the same line that later was occupied. 

Early in 1894 an enterprise was promoted for the purpose of divert
ing water from the North Platte river to irrigate lands to the south side 
of the South Platte river just south of the town of North Platte. The 
first plan of this enterprise would have left a large acreage southwest of 
the town of North Platte and south of the South Platte river above the 
canal. After investigation, it was found to be feasible to locate the canal 
between the rivers farther west at a higher elevation, and a notice of ap
propriation was posted on the south bank of the North Platte river. This 
right afterwards was transferred to the company. 

The South Side Irrigation and Land Company, with a capital stock 
of $75,000, was organized on June 17, 1894. Very few contracts for con
struction were let, almost all the work being done by the farmers them
selves. They either were allowed a certain wage per day or were given 
credit for the number of yards excavated. With the exception of some 
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few cases where money had to be advanced to supply the necessities or 
for feed for teams, all work was paid for in stock of the company at a 
rate of 5 cents per cubic yard. Where cash was advanced, only four cents 
per cubic yard was paid. 

A contract was let for the construction of 6* miles of canal lying 
between the two rivers, payment to be made in stock of the company. 
The contractors furnished bond for $20,000 to guarantee the completion 
of the work and the company agreed to furnish the right of way. The 
work was begun simultaneously at the banks of the South Platte river, 
the farmers working down the canal on the south side of the river, and 
the contractors working up the canal between the rivers. The company 
became involved in litigation over some right of way between the rivers, 
and the contractors ceased work after two miles of canal had been com
pleted. The winter of 1894-95 was an open one and the farmers worked 
throughout the entire winter. During the years 1894-95, 41 miles of canal 
were completed. 

As no stock was sold for cash, the landowners formed an improve
ment district and voted $10,000 in improvement bonds to pay for the ma
terial used in the construction of an inverted siphon across the South 
Platte river. This structure was a double box section, containing over 
250,000 feet B. M., of lumber, and cost $12,000. The total cost of the 
canal was $85,000. 

Water was run through the entire length of the canal for several 
years. Better weather conditions and dissatisfaction among the water 
users because of the non-delivery of water, led many either to sell their 
landholdings or quit using water, and resulted in the canal falling into 
disuse, and no water being carried south of the river for some 12 or 14 
years. The abandoned canal was sold under foreclosure to satisfy a 
debt of $5,000, and no further attempt was made to operate it. More 
than 25,000 acres lie below the canal, the greater portion of the land be
ing located upon the second bench. 

PLATTE VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT (D-635). An attempt 
was made at North Platte during the early eighties to promote an irriga
tion enterprise at that point. On January 11, 1883, a company was or
ganized with a capital stock of $100,000, but nothing accomplished. On 
May 14, 1883, the North Platte Irrigation and Land Company was organ
ized with a capital stock of $160,000. In the meantime, part of the in
corporators had purchased from the Union Pacific railroad 6,321.27 acres 
of land. On July 1, 1884, these lands were sold to the company for $40,-
000. During the years 1883-84, 25 miles of canal were built through the 
above-mentioned lands, and on October 15, 1884, the east half of the canal 
was transferred to the company for $40,000. Some of the incorporators 
purchased 7,321.89 more acres from the Union Pacific Railroad Company, 
and on January 13, 1886, these lands were transferred to the ,company 
for $40,000. 

The canal was built with the intention of watering all the land, 
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some 25,000 acres, lying between the canal and the river. At first water 
rights were sold for $6 per acre, but later the price was raised to $12.50 
per acre. During the first years the canal was in operation the people 
did not share the enthusiasm of the promoters, and not many water 
rights were sold. The canal was not used for irrigation to any extent until 
about 1890, the beginning of the series of dry years which followed. 
During the next few years there was much dissatisfaction regarding the 
delivery of water, and many farmers having lands located between the 
canal and the river filed notices of appropriation and constructed other 
canals below the North Platte Canal, thus reducing the average tributary 
to that canal. 

On January 26, 1892, the North Platte Irrigation and Land Company 
transferred all its holdings, consisting of 4,483 acres, and the canal, to 
the North Platte Land and Water Company, a foreign corporation for 
$338,000. This company immediately placed a mortgage of $15(),000 
upon the canal. On February 1, 1892, five days later, the canal subject 
to this mortgage, was transferred back to the North Platte Irrigation 
and Land Company, and after that date the canal and lands were handled 
by two distinct companies. For ten or twelve years after 1894 the system 
was successfully operated. 

On June 12, 1911, the canal was transferred to a receiver. On Aug
ust 31, 1911, a petition signed by thirty-three landowners was filed with 
the county commissioners of Lincoln county, praying for the organization . 
of an irrigation district. On October 24, the commissioners approved the 
petition, and called an election for December 2. On December 11, the 
commissioners met as a canvassing board and finding 33 votes "yes," and 
6 votes "no," declared the district duly organized, with an area of 11,-
262.58 acres. The area included has been increased since to 11,375 acres. 
Upon an order of the court the receiver of the North Platte Irrigation 
and Land Company transferred the canal to the Platte Valley Irriga
tion District on February 6, 1912. No bonds were issued for its purchase, 
as the district embraced the lands for which water rights had been sold 
by the company. 

The district is now building a diversion dam aftd headgate, for which 
it expects to pay without a bond issue. For the purpose of levying taxes 
to cover maintenance and operation, all lands within the district are as
sessed on a valuation of $25 per acre. The levy for 1914 was 40 mills, 
making the cost of water $1 per acre. 

About 11,000 acres within the district were irrigated during the sea
son of 1914. The district is given over to general farming, alfalfa being 
the chief crop. Some wild hay lands are located along the upper portion 
of the canal. 

This canal was the first large canal built within the state and during 
the later years has been successfully operated. 

PAXTON AND HERSHEY CANAL (D-653). The Paxton and 
Hershey Irrigating Canal and Land Company was organized July 16, 



86 REPOR·T OF STATE ENGINEER 

1894, with a capital stock of $100,000. A notice of appropriation had been 
posted on February 13, 1894, on the south bank of the river in Section 
18, Township 14 north, Range 33 west. This right afterwards was trans
ferred to the company. On July 21, 1894, land holdings of the chief in
corporators were transferred to the company for $100,000 and on October 
12, 1896, the company acquired an additional 1,053.3 acres at a cost of 
$30,985.80. The company constructed ten miles of canal during the year 
1894, at a cost of $15,000. All land sold had a water right attached, and 
the contracts contained a clause stating that the canal would be turned 
over to the water users within a specified time. In 1907, the water users 
organized into a mutual stock company and took over the management 

· of the canal. 
There are 7,833 acres below the canal, and during 1914, 7,300 acres 

were irrigated. The maintenance and operation charges are low, being 
30 cents per acre. The land is given over to general farming, alfalfa 
and wild hay being the chief crops. 

THE SUBURBAN IRRIGATION DISTRICT {D-662). A notice of 
appropriation was posted on the south bank of the river in Section 12, 
Township 14 north, Range 33 West, on May 22, 1894, and on May 24, 
1894, the Farmers and Merchants Irrigation and Land Company was or
ganized with a capital stock of $50,000. On July 20, 1894, the articles of 
incorporation were amended, changing the capital stock to $25,000. This 
company proposed to build a canal to cover all the lands lying in the 
delta around and below the town of North Platte and during the years 
1894-95, 18 miles of canal were built at a cost of $25,000. 

On January 28, 1896, a petition was filed with the county commis
sioners of Lincoln county, praying for the organization of an irrigation 
district, and on March 16, the commissioners approved the petition, and 
called an election for April 10. On April 20, the commissioners met as 
a canvassing board, and finding ten votes "yes" and one "no," declared the 
district duly organized. The district voted bonds in the sum of $26,000 
for the purchase of the canal. The area of the district is 6,920 acres, 
of which about 5,000 acres were irrigated in 1914. 

The land for irrigati'?n district purposes is assessed on a valuation 
of $10 per acre. The maintenance and operation levy for 1914 was 39 
mills, and that for bonds was 48 mills, making the cost per acre 39 cents 
for maintenance and 48 cents for sinking fund and interest, a total of R7 
cents. 

The principal crops raised are alfalfa, wild hay, and small garins. 
The enterprise has been very successful under the district organization. 

CODY AND DILLON CANAL (D-649). The Cody and Dillon Irri
gation Canal Company, a partnership, on December 29, 1893, posted a 
notice of appropriation on the south bank of the river in Section 9, Town
ship 13 north, Range 31 west, and during the year 1894 built 13 miles 
of canal at a cost of $10,000 to irrigate Jts own lands. For some years 
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only nine miles of the canal have been in operation. There are 3,640 
acres under this portion of the canal, of which 2,560 acres were irrigated 
in 1912. The maintenance charges are very light. 

. The following table shows the statu~ of the canals from the North 
Platte river: 



STATUS OF CANALS ALONG THE NORTH PLATTE BIV:kR 

Xo. Built 

Year llile 

Interstate Canal ............................... i:-A 768 -: 1906----14-
French Ditch.... .. ............................. ! Al149 

1 
.............. , 

liitchell Ditch .................................... ; ............ ! 1800 91 28. 
Gering CanaL .................. _ ................ 1 A 365 118)8-00, 25. 
F'armers Canal.................................... D 918 ' 1888-10 73. 
Columbia CanaL. ............................... A 660 d-D918 
Rooster CanaL................................... D 950 1897- 1. 
Ramshorn CanaL ............................. ' D 945 1893-94 I 6.5 
Enterprise Ditch........................... D 920 ' 1888---95 24. 
\\'inter Creek Canal ....................... D 952 1888-90 12. 
Homestead Ditch .............................. 1 D 941 1 1893 0.5 
Central I. and P. Canal... ............. 1 D 926 1189()-91 j 7. 
~!ina tare Ditch................................... D 919 ·, 1888-89 18. 
Huuwl House Hoek ('anaL 
Steamboat Ditch .............................. . 
Steamboat Ditch ............................... . 
Castle Hoek Canal.. ........................ .. 
Liebhartlt Canal ............................. .. 
Kah Dit(•h ............ . 
Nine ~Iile Canal.. 
Short Liue Canal. 
Chimney Ho('k CanaL ...... 
Chimney Hock CanaL .. 
Alliance CanaL .... 
.-\llian('P Canal.. 
Dobson Lateral .................... .. 
Belmont Canal.. ............................... .. 

A H\1.:!-f 

A 186 11896 , 
A 350t .............. 1 
D 921 18S9-9G 
AJ165 
D 944 
D 9~5 
D 946 
D 8!4 
D1031t' 

1890 
189()-93 
1893 
1889-96 

D 874 ; 1803--96 
D1035t 

I 

6. 

20. 

1.5 
21. 
5. 

17. 
........ i 

14. 

AJ181 
D 828 I 1890::92 • 4,I:" ! 

Belmont CanaL A 902 d-0828 
Empire CanaL ....................... -.... D 858 1891 6. 
E1t1Idl"e Cannl.. ................ 1 .\ H()(i 1 tl !H~ii-i 

I .... 'I 

• 

Cost Operall'tl 1 Acreage +~I. 
--- - --------- & 0. 

li'!Hier Irrig. Hepts ------' 
~. :\Iile lJitd1 , 101:! I~ 1914 1912 1 1914 .i ________ _ 

~~~~~:~ 1914 131. 1()7.~~ II -~~ 1--~~4~ $ -~:~~ $-~:~~I u. s. R. s. 

56100.00 1914 28. 16800 13717 , ........... *1.35 *1.50 1 Irrigation District 
177000.00 1914 25. 1o281 I 9000 1o281 *2.00 *2.00 Irrigation District 

2000000.00 1914 , 73. 65000 20000 I 37756 .35 *4.50 ' lrrigatiou District 

166.00 1900 : 
6200.00 1914 : 

31306.00 1914 ; 
10700.00 1914 

635.00 1897 ' 
1oooo.oo 1914 1 

26500.00 1914 

2500.00 1914 

20000.00 1914 

500.00 1914 
10000.00 l!IH 

6000.00 1914 
16000.00 1914 

12000.00 1914 

. ........... i ·······-···' ········-··' ··········[ ---------1 
6.5 ' 2042 ' 480, 2620 i ..... :351 :::::::::: I Mutual Stock Co. 

24. 7275 5080 i 7274 *2.00! *2.00 Irrigation District 
12. 

7. 
18. 

6. 

20. 

1.5 
21. 
5. 

17. 

14. 

5840 4800 5608 2.00 Corporation 

··;371 "26111 
93161 4000! 

2611 
9316 

: ....................... . 
830: 830! 

........ 1 ......... . 

644 

7080 5780 ' 64!)7 
........... 1 

360 360 1 349 I 
G:~:!S -t:-)oo I l.i;l.:!~ 

3000 3000 ! 3023 
7000 I 5967 

1 

___________ _ 

82oo ··-·;;ooo • ···;;:;..sii 
............ 1 ........... . 

*1.80 
.75 

.50 

.50; 
.......... 1 

' -~·:; ..... i 
-.tlO I 

.50 

.80 

*2.70 Irrigation District 
Mutual Stock Co. 

. ......... i 

.......... ,'Mutual 

.......... ! d-A186 
Stock Co. 

*1.37 , Irrigation District 
.......... / d-D921 
.......... Private 
*2.00, Irrig-ation Dis! rid 

.54 Irrigation District 
*1.80 i Irrigation District 

d-D884 
*1.44 Irrigation District 

• ......... ! d-D874 

120000.00 1914 ' 41. 
.: .......... ' ........... -1 

27320 : 4120 ti646 ' 
......... -~ d-D874 

1.50 , Corporati-on 

3500.00 1914 
........ i 

6. 

2280 I ---~~ 1----~~~~ : ..... :~I 

• • 

.......... 1 

----~~~:~~~~I Mutual 

i 

• 

Stock Co. 

00 
00 
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STATUS OF CANALS ALONG OTHER TRIBUTARIES OF THE NORTH PLATTE RIVER-(Contlnued) 

Uperatetl 1 Aereage -+M. 

Xo. Built Cost - ~ 1-;-Iuler- Irrig, I Hf'}lt!'l & 0. _\ 

Year ~-1-il_e ~----- __:: )IIlcl Tlitf'h I HH:! _I 1H11- _ 1n12 ~~~ 
Schemmerhorn Canal 
H. T. Clarlc CanaL .... 
Logan ....................... . 
Browns Creek Canal 

A 418 
D 875 
D 821 
D 857 

1897 7. 1 5000.00 1914 7. I 2400 2000 I 2080 1 .15 .......... _M_u_t_u_a_l_S_t_oc_k __ C_o_. 

1893 3. I 1500.00 19071 600 •.......... : ............ I ··•······· I ··········I 
1889-90 1.5 · .................... 1914 1.5 480 150 175 .......... Mutual Stock Co. 
1891-95 23. 22000.00 ~ 1914 I 23. i 8540 3600 6540 .75 ' • .84 lrrigation District 

Browns Creek Canal D1033t cl-DS57 
:::::::::::::::=::: i ···~··· i ::::::: Tetreault Ditch No. 2 ....... ___ A 353 

Beerline Canal.................................... D 887 
La More Ditch.................................. A 327 
Lisco Canal......................... D 856 

·Law·--···! 
1896 
1893 

N. R. I. C. & W. P. Co.................. A 243 ' 1896-98 
Lisco Canal......................................... A 991 
Hannah Irrigation Canal............ D 886 
Rush Creek Irrigation Canal.... D 802 
Bower Ditch........................................ D 787 
Spohn Ditch.................................. D 801 
Lyons Irrigation CanaL.............. D 803 
Oshkosh Canal.................................... D 797 
Gyger Ditch........................................ D 806 
Midland Ditch.................................... D 789 
Ov-erland Irrigation Co. CanaL.. D 791 
Bushnell Bros. Ditch.................... D 809 
Signal Blutl' Ditch ... -....................... D 807 
Orr and Vance Ditcb.................... D 811 
Robbins and Williams Ditch ...... D 804 
Alfalfa Irrigation Dist. C............ D 738 
Holcomb Ditch .................................... A 1 
Rayland Canal... ............................... I D 732 
Meyers & Phelps C ....................... j D 709 
Fernstrom & Nissen ...... ·-··············· , D 737 

'1894 
1895 
1895-951 
1895 . 

! 1894 
1892 
1895 
1894-95 
1894-95 
1895 
1895-11 
1894--97 . 
1895 
1895 I 

1895-98 
1894 
1892 

2. 
7. 
5. 
5. 

33. 

3. i 
3.5 
4.5 
2. 
5. 
4.3 
1.5 
4.5 
5. 
2. 
4.5 
3.5 
6.5 

18. 
4. 
1.5 
3.5 
3. 

S. & P. L. and Irr. CanaL .......... j D 722 
1895 
1894 ! 28. i 

···-~~:~I~~~! I ;: i::!~ : i 

2

:: 

·····aaooo~oo 1 ;;;;~~ 1 ~~: ····-------- I ------------

. .... 15o;;:o;; I i~i~ . 12. ~~ 1278 2412 

1000.00 11914 2. 1020 100 676 
2262.00 1906 I 1640 301 ' 
4500.00 1914 2. 900 800 868 
2170.00 19021 2890 
3000.00 1914 i 4.3 2800 

400.00 1903 . 400 
2000.00 1914 ! 4.5 860 
2000.00 1914 4. 1400 

23o.oo 1907 I 5oo 
5000.00 1914 ' 4.5 I 2100 

800.00 1914 3.5 ' 240 
745.00 s 2000 

22000.00 1914 10. 6169 
4000.00 1914 3. 2000 
300.00 1909 300 

1700.00 1914 2.7 600 
1500.00 1911 812 

45000.00 1914 28. 8360 

1450 

500 
500 

1438 
205 

1401) 
16(1 

18() 

6300 

1295 

860 
1050' 

210' 

4050 

812 
6447 

. 25 

. 35 

.151 
' 

.30 

1.68 

)lutual Stock Co. 
Partnership 

Mutual Stock Co . 

Mutual Sto-::-!': Co. 

Private 

Mutual Stock Co . 

Private 
Private 

Partnership 
Partnership 

.30 Irrigation District 
Private 

1.68 Irrigation District ()() 

"' 



STATUS OF CANALS ALONG OTHER TRIBUTARIES OF THE NORTH I~I~ATTE RIVER-(Continued) 

No. Built Cost Opt>J'ated 

Year :\lile l'u«lt>r 1 lrri.!..!'. Hepts 
Yr.1 :\lile Ditd1 lfll:! 1~1-l 1!)]2 l~H-! 

Sheridan & Wilson .......................... 1 D 710 l892-93 -a:5 ~00 1908 -- ---70()-j"::::::= ---- --,----- -----
South Side I. and L. C. C............ D 667 1894-95 41. 86000.00 1900 25600 
North Platte Canal... ....................... : D 63.'1 1 1883--84 25. 60000.00 1914 25. 12654: 9680 12654 
Paxton & Hershey C ........................ ~ D 653 , 1894 10. 15000.00

1

1914 
Farmers & Merchants .................... i D 662 ! 1894 18. 25000.00 1914 
Dikeman Canal... ............................... : D 684 j 1895 1.7 950.00 c 1 

Cody & D!!lon .................................... ' D 649 · 1894 13. 10000.00
1

1914 ' 

10. 7<33 3480 7833 
25. 6920' 4320 

1000 
9. 3640 2500 

Hubbard & Hall ................................ : D 691 : 1896 5. 2000.00.

1

1900 
Keith Canal... .................................. __ I D 657 ' 1895-96 10. .................... c 
Smith Canal... ..................................... i. D 676 , 1895 4. 2000.00 ·

1 

e 
Totals ............................................ [ ............ ' 783.0 $9773014.00·. 

2000 ·······-··- i 
2000 
HOO 

649.0 420911 185800 254735 

• Highest charge: 1. e., charge on highest priced land. 
(1) 2800 acres lie below the canal as now operated. 
d· An additional water right for ditch (number). 

c Ditch not used for years. 
s No water ever di·verted. 
-+ Maintenance and Operation. 

t Water right pending . 

• 

,92 I 1.00 irrigation District 
.3::> Mutual Stock Co. 
.87 i .87 Irrigation District 

·········· i 
Private 

<0 
0 

J 
·I 

•' 
~ 
t'J 
'1i 
0 

~ ,' 
0 
>rj 

UJ. 
>-3 
> 
>-3 
t'J 

t'J z 
Q z 
t'J 
t'J 
~ 
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CANALS ALONG PUMPKIN. SEED CREEK 

Owing to the small water supply of the creek the irrigated lands lie 
in a very narrow strip adjacent to the stream, and most of the canals 
are small. The first irrigation was attempted in 1879, when the Bay 
State Cattle Company built a ditch which was used for years to irrigate 
wildhay lands. In 1882, J. S. Wright built a ditch and began to divert 
the water from the creek. Then in 1887 three ditches were built along the 
creek, and about this same time the Laing ditch was built on the head
waters of Lawrence Fork, a tributary of Pumpkin Seed creek. The prac
tice of irrigation was undertaken in earnest during the dry years of 
1891-1895, and it was during this period that the greater number of 
ditches were built. 

There are thirty-three existing appropriations from the creek, with a 
total appropriation of 117.32 second-feet. Five of the appropriations 
never have been used; three either have been abandoned or have not 
been used for years; no construction has been done on three; one is used 
merely to create a lake; and three are m·erely additional rights to exist
ing canals. No information could be obtained concerning two. 

Twenty-four ditches have been built along the creek, of which nine
teen were in operation in 1914, and of this number, nine were operated 
as private ditches, six by partnership, and two by mutual stock com
panies. Data regarding the ownership of two could not be obtained. 

There is always a shortage of water in the creek during the growing 
season, but during 1914 the flow was exceedingly short, as little rain fell 
tfter May. Of the 46.6 miles of ditch built 38'/z miles were in operation 
during 1914, and capable of supplying water to 7,571 acres. The prin
cipal crops grown by irrigation are alfalfa, wild hay and grain. 

Alfalfa can be cut three times during the season. 
This valley has n'J railway facilities and all produce grown is usually 

fed to stock. 
The flows of the tributaries of Pumpkin Seed creek are all appro

priated, and there are shortages of water during the growing months. 
There are twenty-four existing appropriations within the basin besides 
those upon Pumpkin Seed creek. Five of these either have never been 
used at all or have not been used for a period of years and three are for 
extensions to existing canals, no construction was done on one, and no 
information could be obtained regarding three. Eighteen ditches, with 
a total of 20.6 miles have been built, and 17 ditches with a mileage of 
18.6 miles and capable of irrigating 2,790 acres were in operation during 
1914. 

Thus within the drainage basin of the Pumpkin Seed creek 42 ditches 
have been built and 36, capable of covering 10,361 acres, were in opera
tion during 1914. 

AIREDALE CANALS Nos. 1 AND 2 (A698-699). The application 
for the water right was made in 1903. Work was begun on Canal No. 
1 in 1905 and completed in 1908, two miles of main ditch and about two 
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miles of laterals having been built. Canal No. 2 was begun about the 
same time, but was not completed until 1911. Concrete dams and head
gates have been built and concrete measuring weirs installed in both 
ditches. The cost of construction for each ditch has been about $1,500. 
Each ditch covers about 500 acres, of which 290 acres under ditch No. 1 
and 320 acres under ditch No. 2 were irrigated in 1914. The land is 
mostly in alfalfa, with some wild hay and small grains. 

MUTUAL DITCH (D-843). The Mutual Ditch Company was in
corporated with a capital stock of $10,000, each share representing a 
water right to forty acres and having a par value of $100. Only ten 
shares were subscribed for, and at the present time these are held by 
seven parties. Four miles of ditch were built during 1891 at a cost of 
$2,140. There are 800 acres under the ditch, of which 16() acres were irri
gated in 1914. The average annual cost of operating and maintaining 
the ditch is $100, or 62'h cents per acre. New headgates were built in 
1912 at a cost of $250. 

BIRDCAGE DITCH (D-892.) The Birdcage ditch was built in 1895 
and is about two miles in length. The old ditch was on the north side 
of the creek, but a new ditch has been built on the south side with a 
flume across to the same ground. The cost of construction was about 
$600. This ditch is owned by three parties in partnership, and covers 
140 acres, of which 60 acres were irrigated in 1912, at a total cost of 
$50. The land is in alfalfa and wild hay. 

ROUND HOUSE ROCK DITCH {D-884). This ditch is two miles 
long, and was built in 1894-95, at a cost of $1,000. It is owned in part
nership by three partners, who hold three-eighths, three-eighths, and one
fourth interest, respectively. Three hundred acres lie blow this ditch 
and 160 acres were irrigated in 1914. The cost of operation and mainten
ance is $75 •per year. Alfalfa and wild hay are grown. 

COURT HOUSE ROCK IRRIGATION CANAL (D-840). The Court 
House Rock Irrigation Canal Company was organized with a capital stock 
of $6,000. Each share represents a water right to 40 acres and has a 
par value of $100. Only thirty shares were subscribed, and these have 
been increased in value to between $200 and $250, each. In 1891-92, the 
company built five miles of canal at a cost of $4,050. There are 3,000 
acres below the canal, of which 2,000 acres were irrigated during 1912. 
The cost of maintenance and operation for 1912 was $8 per share, or 20 
cents per acre. About 1,000 acres are planted to alfalfa and the balance 
is mostly in small grains. 

LAST CHANCE DITCH (D-883). This is a partnership ditch, built 
in 1896. The system consists of three miles of canal, and a double row 
sheet-piling dam across the creek, the cost being $3,500. There are 900 
acres under the ditch, about 500 acres of which are usually irrigated each 
year at a cost of about 20 cents per acre. The acreage is about equally 
divided between alfalfa, wild hay, and general farming. 

• 
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MEREDITH AND AMMER DITCH (D-876). The Meredith and 
Ammer ditch was built in 1893. The system consists of two ditches, one 
on either side of the creek, diverting water at the same dam. The ditch 
on the west side is two miles long and the one on the east side is 2% 
miles long. At present the ditch is owned by a partnership of four equal 
shares. Eight hundred acres were irrigated from this canal in 1912 at 
a total cost of $100, or 12% cents per share. 

The following table shows the status of the canals along Pumpkin 
Seed creek and its tributaries: 



STATUS 01<' CANALS ALONG PUMPKIN SEED CREEK 

·1 No. Bnilt I Co't 

Year l\Iile I 1 : Cndcr Jeri•'" 

-------~1---:------- ~~-~lilel~litch_: 1DJ:T. 

Hcpts 
)!)14 

Hampton Ditch.................................. D 906 t 1. , .................... i •• 1 160 1 

Clearfield Canal................................ A 888 t ' .................... .. 
1 

······------1 
Peters Ditch........................................ D 913' 1894 2. $ 205.00 'HJH I 2. 100 I 

I{psf'noiJ'S 1, •) an(] 3... .\. 711 1UO--! O.i 1:.!00.0(} ~101-:l i 0.7 100 
Logan Ditch........................................ D 902 1891 1. 300.00 1\JHI 1. 240 , 
Beatty Canal........................................ A 836 o .................... .. 1 

Beatty Canal ....................................... , A1004 

100 
\)0 91 

190' ............ 1 

180 

I Theo. Johnson Ditch ...................... ! A 819 
' 0 

............... 

Airedale Canal ::-.l"o. 1....................... .\ GUS 
Airedale Canal No. 1........................ :1.1380 
Airedale Canal No. 2 ........................ A 699 
Airedale Canal No. 2 ...... ---·············· A1133 
I\:i:'liey Ditch ... 
J. S. Wright D. No. 2 ................... . 
J. S. Wright D. No. !... ................ . 
Henrd's Ditches 1 and 2 .............. .. 
Endered Ditch ....................... _ .......... . 
Abbott & Wisner Ditch ............... . 

]) !i15 
j) 905 
D 91» 
D 916 
D 903 
D 917* 

Smith Ditch.......................................... A 722 
'Vaitman's Ditch ................................ D 847 
Mutual Ditch ............•......................... D 843 
Seeley Irrigation Ditch.................. A 1052 
J .. J. l\Jax,vell Irrigation Ditch D 88l) 
Birdcage Ditch ................... . 
Itound House Rock D ...... . 
Smith & 'Vheeler ................... . 
Duulap Ditc!L..... . ................ . 
'Vm. M. 'Villard Ditch ................... . 
Court House Rock D ................... . 

D 892 
D 884 
D 842 
D 889 
D 888 
D 840 

CtHirt Honse Hock D ........................ ! D1028* 

• • • 

I ~:~~~~---
1906 

1SSS 
1887 

'1882 
1887 
1891 

1903 
1891 
1891 

0 

1894 
1895 
1894 
1896 
1895 
1895 
1891 

•••••••• J 

3. 

0.51 
2. ' 
2.51 
1.4 
1. I 
2.5 

2. 
4. 

1500.00 1914 

1G8.00 c 

205.00 11914 
. 321.00 1914 

······--·1:;o:oo ~~~i!. 
265.00 11!)14! 

950.00 i 1tt()() 

2140.00 19H 

2. 500.00 1900 
2. 600.00 Hl14 ' 
2. 1000.00 1914 
1. 200.00 Hl14 
0.5 I 60.00 Hll-! 
1. 200.00 HH4 i 

5
. ! .. ·-=~:~~t~~~ I 

4 

3. 

2. I 
o.s' 
1. I 
0.5 1 
2.ti 

4. 

2. 
2. 

300' 2;}(} I 2!)2 

300 i 330 

:------------

············I 
............ 1 

100 I •••.•....... 

25() 1 200 
320 100 
100 10 

10 :: :::::::I 70 
200; 

200 
800 

60
1

: 

140' 

300' 
111 
40' 

2i~! 

125 

3~1 

6D 
100 

50 
13 
40 

1000 

1GO 

160 
111 

3D 

1420 

+~I.: 
& 0. 
1D12 

$ ········ 

.10 Private 

.20 Private 
Private 

Began and ahn1Hloned 

.20 l")rivate 
<L-I.G98 

.20 Private 
d-A 699 

Private 
Prh·ate 
Partnership 
U:o;ed as fish pontl 

.38 ).[utnnl ~Ho('k Co. 

.85 Partnership 

.45 Partnership 
Private 

1.00 Private 
.65 1 Partnership 
.20 i Mutual Stocl{ Co. 

.......... d-D 840 

• 



ST.\Tt·:-; OF .\X.\LS ALOSG J•taiPKIS" St:.EU ('R};J<~K-(('ontimu•tl) 

Xo. Duilt 

Year :\tile 

Sn·angf>r Ditch.. ............ .\ ~51 ~--o-- 1 

Last Ch:uwe ·················--- ........... : D 8S'3 j 1800 
)fNl'tlith & .-\mmPJ' Hiteh. . .... H 87ti 1S!l3 

I 

3. 
' -L~ i 

' 

Co~t 

3500.00 

~-----

I ( )~J~·r:t t Pd 

I 
I Yr. ~IilP 

Hil-i 3. 
1nH t5 

T'wlpr 
f)jft'll' 

000 
1000 

II"I'i_~-. Hf'pts 
1!11:.! I 1!114 

7(Xi! .. '53o . ...:2o! Partnership 

800 1 

............ .13 I Partnership 

Totals ................. . I 
••••• 1 ............ [ 46.6' $ 18984.00,. 3S.5 scm 4500 1 3304 ..... I 

Xo fnrtlwr infol'l\l:ttion aYnilnhle. 
c Diteb not used for years. 
• 'Vater right pending. 

d- An aUditional watf'r rig-ht for ditch (numher). 
o Xo construction work. 
-+- l\lainteuam•e and Operation. 

txl 
0 
> 
~ 
d 
0 
"'l 
...... 
~ 
~ 

Q 
> 
>-3 ...... 
0 
.z ------
::q 
...... 
0 ::q 
~ 
> 
>< 
00 

> z 
d 
d 
~ 
> ...... z 
> 
0 
t;l 

<l> 

"' 



ST.\'ITS OF ('AS.\J~S ALO~(O 'J'RllJU'I'l\.IU.ES O.F l'l':Ul'KIN SE.ED ('RE:EK 

-------- -----~ -- ------------ ----- ·---------- ---------
I 

+M.\ Xo. Built Cost Operatf'tl .AcrPage 
- ----- ~------- ----- & 0. 

Year Mile rude!' ll'l'ig. Hf'pts' 1012 
Y1·.1 ~lile. Ditrh 1912 1m4 ' · 

---·---·-- --------------------
HUNTINGTON SPRINGS~~ ·-------·--·-------- I I 

Cord Ditch .. ~~.~~~·~~~~~~~~-~~ A 778 t ·------············· 1914 ----···· ···-········ ···-······-· 4()' 

i ! 
WILLOW CREEK I ~ 
\Vil1ow Spring Ditch L~~~~~~~~~~~ A 650 1901 1.2 $ 000.00 1914 1.2 160 ............ 160. t>:l 
\Villow Spring Ditch 2 ........ .... !A 651 1901 1.2 

1:::,1914

1 1.2 60 50 '"c:l ............ 0 
--1--

~ Totals 2.4 $ 2.4 
220 ]············ 

210 

0 
LAU'RE:SCE CREEK "'.l 
Laing Ditch .......... D 825 1887 0.3 $ 80.001 HlH 0.~ 4(J l::i $ 1.00 Private rn 
Hnn<loll Brotlwrs .. ' .\1100 188!) 1.5 1.->0.0<1 19H , 1.5 200 60 167 Pri"ate ~ Doran Ditch ..... D E50 1894 1. 375.00 1\!IH , l.O so: 55 
Bicket Ditch ..................... A G70 1900 0.5 100.00 1914 1 0.;::1 80 30 M :::::::::: I Private ~ 
Xiehus Ditch .\ 53-0 191Xl 0.;:-i w.·.u::IJ!J14 1 0.0 TO 60 6.'\ .......... 1 Private 

t>:l Harper Ditch .. .\ 669 190'2 0.5 200.00 1!)14 0.5 lGO 100 160 •••••••••• 
1 Private z Spring Branch Ditch ...... D 862 1891 1. 250.00 1914 l. 240 100 240 ; Private l<.l 

Spring Branch Diteh ... A 476 d-D 862 ..... z II. V. Hedington Ditch. D 893 ' 1893 0.3 50.00 19141 0.3 ~5' 35 Private t>:l 
E. s. Crigler Dit(•h ... ·D SGl 1891 1.5 200.00 1914; 1.5 320' 50 140 $ 1.001 Private t>:l 
Crigler Extension .... A 486 tl- DSti1 ~ 
Redington Dlteh .......... D 820 1, 1890 1. 130.00 e Obliterntell 

I 

'J'ota!s 1 -~~~--~~~~~~- 8.1 ~ 1635.00 7.1 1225' 450 907 
i 

GREENWOOII ('REEK 
I 

NPlson Canal D 8-10 1&13 2.2 $ 1720.00 1014 2.2 240 100 ; Private 
Trill Bier Canal ----······-······· D 8-l9 18fJ2 2.5 1000.00 1914' 2,;) 51() 200 •••••••••••• 1 Private 
Coulter CanaL .. D &lO lS!.IO 2. 750.00 1014 1. 285 ·········I Merely ran water in 1912 
Capron & Lamb ....... ••• ~~ .•••• I D S90 11893 1.7 ' 550.00 1014 ' 1.7 150 14() 150 i .. ! Private 

: 



~T.•.'ITS OF ('A:S.-\LS .\I~OSG TRIBUTARIES OF l_.UMPKIX ~-Kf<~J) CRJ<;EK-(Continued) 

Dea11 Ditch ... 
:\IPglemre Ditch ... 
:\leglemre Extensiotl.. 
Xorth Robin!'lon DPnll .. 

SPBISH BR.\XCH 
Har!H'r Pitch Xo. :·. 

Xn. 

.\ >H 

.\ :.!!14 

i .-\ s:~:~ 

; A 1043 

Totab 

A t\74 

t Xo further illfOI'IIl:ttinn aYailahlP. 
c Dit<'h not used for ~·('ars. 

e An extension to ditch (number). 

Built C'ost 

YeaL' :\tile 

I 
~------

0 I ···················· 
1:20().{)(! 

::::::::1 
10.1 I $ 5220.00 

Dpernt('d Acreage +M. \ 
--------- & 0.1 

, rtHler Irrig. Hf'pts! 1912 

2.'::_1 ~lile Ditch 1912 ' 1914 ~--- ------------

1914 i ·1:7 ..... 160 ' ........ 30 ...... 160 ! •••••••• 

........... I ...... - .... 

!).1 1345 ; 470 ', 310 I 

PriYate 
e-A 294 

t ....... ! ................. . ··········] .. I 
d- An additional water right for ditch (number). 
o Xn •·onstruction work done. 
-+- ~lnintPnan<'e and Operation. 
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CANALS ALONG BLUE CREEK 
With the exception O'f Blue, White Tail and Birdwood creeks the 

flow of the other tributaries are small and, with the possible exception 
of Birdwood creek, the flow of ea·ch has been over-appropriated and there 
is not sufficient flow to supply the demand. The crops raised by irriga
tion are alfalfa, wild hay, and Rome general farming on a small scale. 
The value of irrigated lands located upon these tributaries depends upon 
the improvements and the distance from market. 

Only a few of the canals along this creek will be given special men
tion. 

PAISLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT (A-515). A notice of appropri
ation was •posted on November 20, 1894, and some time follC>wing, about 
five miles of canal were built. In 1898, the Paisley Irrigation District 
was organized and an application for an adrlitional water right of 4 sec
ond-feet was made on September 13, 1898, but the state board of irriga
tion dated the priority as of July 14, 1899. The district took over the 
canal and extended it about a mile, making a total length of approxi
mately six miles. The district comprises an area O'f about 1,500 acres, 
of which 800 acres are irrigated annually. The district at one time voted 
$1,300 in bonds but only $900 were issued. 

BLUE CREEK IRRIGATION DISTRICT (D-785). A notice of ap
propriation posted December 27, 1893, was acquired by a company who 
constructed the Blue Creek ditch. The ditch was 12¥., miles long and 
cost $5,000. The landowners under the ditch organized the Blue Creek 
Irrigation District and voted bonds in the sum of $10,000, which was paid 
to the company for the ditch, the company cancelling all water rights 
previously sold. The district has an area of 3,170.6 acres, of which about 
2, 790 acres are irrigated annually. 

GRAFF CANAL {D-788). A notice of approopriation was posted in 
1894 and during 1894-95, eight miles of canal were built at a cost of 
$5,000. In 1901, one partner purchased the interest of the other partner
and in 1906 the canal was enlarged at a cost of $1,500. Water rights were 
formerly sold at $4 per acre. Later a mutual stock company was organ
ized with a capital stock of $10,000. Each share represented the water 
right for 160 acres and had a par value of $1.600. There are 2,200 acres 
below this canal and it is usually all irrigated. The maintenance and op
eration charges are small, about 20 cents per acre. 

The following table shows the status of the canals along Blue Creek: 



High Line Ditch. 
\\'est Side Dit('h ... 
Paisley Irrigation Distrid 
Eggers Extension .. 
llelatour Reser·. oir .. 
Blue Creek Call:ll 
Blue Creek Dit('l. 
Iowa Irrigation Ul"~l ln1p ('u. 

Union Irrigation a1:d \\". 1'. 
Graff CanaL. ............. . 

* \Vater right JH'lnlitq.:;. 

~0. 

-·--·· D ;g;-, 
ll 8():1 
A 51:"• 
,'\.115-l 
A13H'· 
D 7s.-~ 

D 7E1 
II. D 7~n 

<'. D 7fi:~ 

D 71''< 

'J'otab 

STA'l't:" OF CASALS ALONG BLUE CREEK 

1895 
18!.15 
18\18 

1890 
1b'94 

Built 

~lile 

1.2 I$ 
5. 
1. 

12.5; 
3.5 

4. 
8. 

35.2: $ 

t'ost 

S5H.OO 

3000.00 I l'D' 
900.00 lHl-l ' 

··········I······ 

10000.00 ,11!>14 

1455.00! l!lH 

1676.00 i lHH 
5000,00 i 1 !JH 

I 
"2881.00 1 .. 

G. sm 

12.5 3170 1 2!170 
3.5 I 1240 son 

4. 120fl: !JOH 

8. 22(3:.! ~:!00 

34.0 9-!17 7670 

Ili,.;tril't formt->d .-\ :113 
1645 $ 1.:!5 1 Irrigation District 

2!J70 .7'5 I Irrigation_ District 
1240 ....... Partnership 

Inclutled under D 781 
11:15 .10 Corporation 
:!:!!::! .:!0 !\.·fntunl StoC'k Co. 

92f.2 

Xo furthPr iuformntion a\·nilnhlP. 

I 
0::1 
0 
> 
~ 
I::) 

0 
>rj 

;;; 

I ~ 
(5 
> 
>-3 

0 
.z 
::r; 
(5 
::r; 
~ 
> 
~ 
U1 

> z 
I::) 

I::) 
~ 
> z 
> 
(l 
l:'J 

"' <C 
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CANALS ALONG WHITE TAIL CREEK 

KEYSTONE CANAL (A-662b, 843, 1003). On July 18, 1891, a land 
and cattle company posted a notice of appropriation claiming twenty
one second-feet of water, and constructed 6¥., miles of canal at a cost 
of $2,400. Later, it practically abandoned the canal. Parties wishing 
to use the water of the creek for irrigation started to contest the right 
of the land and cattle company and a compromise was reached whereby 
they obtained three-sevenths of the control of the old canal. Several 
years later the canal was again practically abandoned. On April 26, 
1902, successors to the company made a new application for a water right 
of 45.70 second-feet and re-opened and slightly straightened the canal. 
One of the stockholders of the new company became sole owner, and on 
November 30, 1906, made an application for an additional water right 
of 4.29 second-feet, and at this time straightened the alignment of the 
canal considerably. In the meantime, he had acquired several other small 
canals in the purchase of adjoining lands, but practically abandoned them 
by supplying all the water used from the Keystone canal. In 1909, he 
organized the Keystone Irrigation Company, with a capital stock of $140,-
000, and listed all his lands for sale. On May 27, 1910, an application 
for an aditional water right of nine second-feet was made in the name 
of the company, in order to secure a water right for every acre. 

The agent with whom the lands were listed re-oopened, straightened, 
and lengthened the canal sufficiently to cover all the lands on the east 
side of the creek, making a few applications for small water rights and 
relinquishing others in order to clear the water-right records. About 
,3,000 was spent in making these improvements. Four thousand acres 
under this canal were sold at $20 per acre. Each acre carried with it a 
water right and stock in the Keystone Irrigation Company, which is now 
operating the canal. Three thousand acres were irrigated in 1914. The 
maintenance and operation charges are low, 15 cents per acre. 

WEST KEYSTONE (A-1001). At the time the Keystone Irrigation 
Company was organized there was no canal to cover the land west of 
White Tail Creek. An application for a water right of 1%. second-feet 
was made for these lands, and the West Keystone ditch, 1%. miles long, 
was built at a cost of $1,000. The lands under this ditch were sold on 
the same terms as those east of the creek. The canal is owned and 
operated by the Keystone Irrigation Company. There are 180 acres below 
this ditch, all of which are irrigated at about 15 cents per acre. 

FOSTER KEYSTONE CANAL {D-730). A notice of appropriation 
was •posted on October 30, 1894, and in 1895, five miles of canal were 
built at a cost of $400. Stock of the Keystone Irrigation Company was 
issued for the canal, and water is now supplied to the lands from the 
Keystone Canal. 

The foJlowing tables shows the status of the canals along White Tail 
creek: 



• • I. 

RAWHIDE S YPHON, HITERSTATE CANAL, U. S. R . S. 



• 

STATUS OF CANALS ALONG WHITE TAIL CBEEK 

No. ---~~~ Cost 0~~!~~~ --~crenge ___ 
1 

Heed Ditch.......................................... D 751 

Year 1 Mile . . Lnder Irrig. • Hepts 1

1

. -·--1-----~ ~liJel Ditch 1912 ~~ 
1890 .7 $ 48.001914 1 .7: 40 401············: 

Little Dandy..... . ................... D 727 1894 2.2 . 326.00 1907 ........ . 140 . ············ -·········· 
Keystone Canal.. .............................. z 

1 

D 716 

~=~::~~~= ~-~~:~~::::::::::·_:::·_·_-_-_-_::::::::·_·_-_-_: 11 ~~b ~~ 6.5 ! 2:::: 1898 ....... ' :::::: ::: I :::::::::::: I :::::::::::: 

Keystone Canal.. .............................. z i A 1003 1900 
West Keystone.................................. A 1001 1910 
Halloway & Phelps .......................... D 717 1893 
John H. Bower .................................. A 428 1898 
Foster Keystone C ............................ 1 D 730 1895 
J. M. McCarthy ...................... ·-········· D 749 ! 1890 

I I 

1 

Tota!s \ ............. . 

2.5 
1.7 
1. 

.7 
5. 
1.2 

21.5 $ 

d· An additional water right for ditch (number). 

3000.00 1914 
1000.00 1914 
275.00 1914 
100.00 1909 
400.00 1906 
275.00 1914 

8624.00 

········I·········'············' ........... . 
9. 4320 

1
• . 3000: 4320 

1.1 180 , 120 1 180 
1. 250 ' 70 ' 160 

········! y • ········I··········-
. ·1:2 1 y100 )- ····:ro [ :::::::::::: 
13.61 5030 i 3300 I 4660 !I 

+M.f 
& 0. 
1912 

Private 

Right cancelled 
Reopened D 716 
d-A 662b 

.15 Mutual Stock Co. 

.15 Mutual Stock Co. 

.15 Private 

.15 Private 

z The following water rights have heen granted for Keystone canal. i.e., D 716, A 662b, A 843 and A.locn, but the right D 716 
has been cancelled. The acreage and results are shown under A 1003. 

y Lands formerly under the John H. Bower and the Foster Keystone ditches are now "'·atered from the Keystone Canal. and 
this acreage is included under that Canal (A 1003). 
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CANALS ALONG BIRDWOOD CREEK 

BIRDWOOD IRRIGATION DISTRICT (D-646). The Equitable 
Farm and Stock Improvement Company posted a notice of appropriation 
on October 21, 1893, for the diversion of 100 second-feet, and during the 
next two years constructed twenty miles of canal at a cost of $17,80·1. 
The company sold some water rights but the enterprise was not a finan
cial success as the lower eight miles of the canal were hard to maintain 
and the delivery of water to the lands under the end of the canal was 
very uncertain. 

On November 1, 1905, a petition signed by twenty landowners was 
presented to the board of county commissioners of Lincoln county, pray
ing for ti)e organization of an irrigation district to include the land under 
the upper twelve miles of the canal. On December 26, 1905, the com
missioners approved the petition and called an election to be held Janu
ary 27, 1906. On February 5, the commissioners met as a canvassing 
board, and finding 15 votes "yes" and one "no," declared the district duly 
organized. Bonds in the sum of $18,000 were voted and paid to the com
pany, who cancelled all water rights under the lower end of the canal. 
The land within the district, for district purposes, is assessed on a valua
tion of $10 per acre. The maintenance and operation levy for 1914 was 
30 mills, and that for bonds, 20 mills, making the cost of water per acre 
30 cents for maintenance and operation, and 20 cents to cover bonds and 
interest, making a total of 50 cents. 

The district has an area of 5,680 acres, of which only 600 acres were 
irrigated during the season of 1914. Much of the land under this canal 
is subirrigated and does not need flooding. 

The following tables show the status of the canals from Birdwood 
creek and other tributaries of the North Platte river: 

• 



• 

STATUS OF CANALS ALONG BIRDWOOD CREEK 

No. I Built [ Cost Op•l':ltt·d ..Aereage +~I. 
i . Year Milel ruder Irrig. l_{ppf; -~---, 
I f . ·. Yr. I ;\lile, Ditch 1 l!Jl:! 1914 ! 19121 1Vl4 

1 

_M_c_CR_be __ C_a_n_a_l_ ... -... -.. -... -.. -... -... -... -.. -... -... -... -.. -.' I A 802 1901~'~7-.-~ $ 4000.00 1914 -7-.-I----;J001---a5Q ............ 1--=::::::-1-----::= _P_r_h--n-t-e~ 
B!rdwood lrrl. & W. P. Co ........ , A1350 -·········· ........ .................... ........ . ....... ! ............ 1 ................ , ....... ' -------·1 ......... . 
Beaucamp CanaL. ............................ ' D 677 1895 2.5 1350.00 1914! 2.5 250 • 100 ............ 

1 
.......... I ........ .. Private 

West Side Bird wood ........................ D 652 1894 3. .. .............. _. 1914, 2.o 1 600 125 ............ I .......... I 
Bird wood canaL ............................. : D 646 1894 20. 17804.oo 1914 

1 

12. 1

1

. 1000 , 400 ............ 
1 

.43 1

1 I - --~-~ ............ 1 

/ Totals 32.5 $ 23154.00 ........ [ 24.0 8750 1 975 1 

1 
-'----

Partnership 
.50 Irrigation District 

I 



STATUS OF CANALS ALONG OTHER TRIBUTARIES OF TH:tt NOk'rH PLATTE RIVER 

No. Cost -(~perate~ ______ Acreage ___ ( t~: !, 

Under Irrig. Hepts 1912 
Yr.! Mile Ditch 1 1912 1 1914 I ! 

Built 

Year I, Mile 
__ I _____ _ -----------,------,-----------

~~:;,~!1 c-~~~-~----·····-···· A 107s• -----1---····-··- ........ -- ···· ············ ··········· 1 ·······-···· 

~~~:~ : :~=~::: g:_··_·:::·::::.:·.·_·:::::::::::: ! 1~;!. ~~ ... ---~:_1 ~- -----~-~ 1914 ., I 1100 --400 I . 54~ $ .25 

~~:~: ~\~: ~\~~~---_·_:·:·.·_·_-_·:::::.::···::::::::::·. AAA 49~83 ~1~900 __ :.::~ .. 1~- ... 22 __ :_~ II; =--------~------------~I i1.:9~11·:; 2.5 I ... ~ooo600 _____ ,I :·_·_-___ 3_-_w_·_·_·_ ~~- :::::23:w2::o_ II 

Gilmore ··················-·····----·········--········ .. _ -r 2. 
Jn<'kson's Extension ................... -.. A 1000 1910 I .5 200.0011914 .5 w 70 72 
Horse Creek Ditch......................... A 742 1904 2. 600.00 1914 2. 300. 40 [----....... 

Totals 1 .............. ! "9.0 ~ $-2500.00 1----·--- · 9.0 3075 

1 

-----;;;;;; 1177 

I ! KIOWA CREEK 1. I I 
Currie Ditch ....... ______________ ................. I D 938 1892 ' .61 $ 800.00 IJH!tii 
I~owr.r Canal........................................ A 746 1906 1. 600.00 Hill 

160 
70 .......... 1 

Kellum's Ditch.................................. A 641 1901 1.7 400.00 lilH 
KeJlum's ~o. :!...................... A 880 1908 .3 60.00 WH 

1.7 1 170 20 I 40 1 , 2.00 
.3 40 10 10 : - ....... 

Totalo 3.6 $ 1850.00 I 
i ! 

I I 

~~~------~ 1. 1 '_ ................ . 

I 

I 

OWL CREEK 

Sunflower Ditch ··············-······-······· A 411 
I 

1000.00 i 1914 
Sunflower Ditch.·············-··············· A 770 
Sunflower Ditcll ................... -........... A 881 
Sunflower No. 2 Ditch ........... ----· A 879 .3 1907 300.00 1 IH14 

2.0 1----w; --i 
30! 50j 

! 

1. 185 85 185 $ .35 

I' 
.:1 300 190 140 .25 

Totals I 1300.00:-- 1.3 I 485 275 325 

• 

I 

Partnership 
d- A921 
Private 
d- A407 
e- A407 
e- A983 
Private 

Private 
Prh·atp 

Private 
d- A411 
d- A411 
Private 



• 

STATUS OF CANALS ALONG OTHER TRIBUTARIES OF THE NORTH PLATTE BIVE-(Contlnued) 

---------- ---- -------,----
~0. •' Built 

---- I Cost _?reratPd ____ A_creage___ t~: I' 

Year 1 Mile j I Under Irrig. I Repts 1912 
___________ _i 2 :\1ile_

1

_ Ditch 1912 1 1914 : __ ---------

-·-··--····-·· -······ ····---·II I . ···-·· I SHEEP CREEK 
Little Moon ............................ ·-··········· ' A 745 I t 
Nebraska Reservoir .......................... ~ A 859 t 
Horse Camp Reservoir-................ A 885 t 
West Fork Ditch .............................. A 871 t 
Favorable ............................................ 'A 873 t 
Home Ranch........................................ A 876 t 
Horse Pasture Canal.. ................. _. A 877 t 
Number 2 ..... ---··--················- ············-··-, A 890 t 
Langhoff Ditch .. ·-······----··················· I A 1300' t 
Vonberg Dltcb •.......................... - ...••.• A1311' t 
Sheep Creek Lateral.. ......... -·-········· A 1176• t 

ETERNAL SPRINGS 
Dyer Ditch ....................... . A1370* 

SPOTTED TAIL CREEK 
H. G. Stewart ............................ ____ A 449 
Stewart Reservoir ............................ A 743 
Brown Ditch ...................................... A1072 
T. L. Co. Canal No. 2 .................... A1123* 
Roberts Ditch ........................... - ....... A124J• 

SEEPAGE 
Enterprise Irrigation District-. A 1200• 

WIND SPRINGS 
Wind Springs Canal ...................... - I D 9M 
Smith Ditch .................................... _. , A 986 

t 

t 
t 
t 
t 
t 

t 
t 

···-·····-········!·------

::::::::==::::'1:::::::~1 

~~:~~~~~~ (~~~~ 

, .......... .. 

··--···········--·11914 230 

-·-······---- ! -----··· 

I 

-·-·····-·- 1914 ····••••···· I , .. _ .. , .... : 125: 
-----1914 :::~::: I ::::::::=:: ::::::::=:: I ····--~~ I 

1.7 ' 220.00 1914 
1.7 I ····--~~I =::::::== ' -·····-~I Private 



STATUS OJ<' CANALS ALONG OTHER TRIBUTARIES OJ<' THE ~ORTH PI .. ATTE BI"\'ER-(Continut"d) 

~o. Built Cost 
OppJ·ntt>tl ------Aerea~~.---~- +M., --·- ------ -

-~. --- &0. 
Year Mile Cnf1el' IrriJ,r. Repts. 1912 

_____ 

1 

____ ~~ :llile! Pitch Hne 1914 I ___ .' 

TUB SPRINGS 
T. L. Co. No. 2 .................................. A1103* t 

SPRING CREEK 
Shramek Canal .. _____ ......................... A 1295 
M. G. Gilchrist.................................. A 1310 

I ----··--··· 
t 

REEPAGE 
Enterprise Irrigation DJstrldt A '1291• ' t 

WINTER CREEK 
Bouton Ditch...................................... D 923 

SEEPAGE 
Hutrman's Ditch ........ ----------------·----- A 937 

SPRING CREEK I 
Gatch Ditch ........................................ ! A 1220 

NINE MILE CANYON 
Side Hill Irr. CanaL.. ....................... 

1 

A 1164* 

BOBROW PIT ' 
Rorrow Pit Ditch ....................... _... A 751 

MIDDLE CHEEK 
Bartling Ditch.................................... D 870 
Bartling Ditch No. 2 ........................ D 8!1 

• 

t 

t 

t 

t 

t 

t 
t 

........ I 

.................... 19H 

.................... 19H 

I 

........ j ... - .............. . 

I 'I i ' 

........ i ...................... .. 

• 1. 

I 

......... I 

.: ........ i 

I 
40 ......... j 



STATUS OF CANALS ALONG OTHER TRIBUTARIES OF THE NORTH PI,AT'l'E RIVER-(Contlnued) 

----------,-----
1 So. Built 

---- - - -- ---- ----- & 0 
Year 1' ~lile 

Cost Op~~-:~:(;-~- ---:~~e-nge --- -:-·-+!\!.-- -------

Yr.
1 

}!IIe 1 Dlteh I 1Q12 1914 1 

rntl{'t' I l'l'lg".l Hepts I 1912 

SPRINGS __ : ______ ------~----, --- ---~-~~-

·······-···········19141 ....... :......... 148 ········1 Cundall Ditch .... ··················-··········· 
1 

A 1148 

SCHUETZ SPRINGS 
Schuetz Springs CanaL............... D 881 

SPRING on Sec. 28-18-49 
F'inn Bros. Dit<>h 

CAMP CREEK 
Camp Creek Ditch ........ .. 

jDH86 

I 

I D 866 

CEDAR CREEK 
Radcliff Ditches. . ........•••••••.•..• i A1051 

BROWN'S CREEK 
Hackberry Ditch............................. A 717 

LOWER DUGOUT CREEK 

Mulloy Ditch ... ------·······-------·--··· A 86r. 
Cooper Ditch................................ D 872 
Hubbard Ditch .................................. j A1005 
Hubbard Ditch.................................. A 1222 
Hagerty Ditch ..................................... A 1238 

Totals 

t 

t 

~~~~D w'!~~E~t~:.~.~-~ ............. ' D 7961 ............. \ 

I I I 

110.0<1 1914 1. 

1. 215.00 1914 • 1. 

....... , ..... 
I 

l. .................... tnl4 l. 

.2 c 

.7' $ 100.00 1914 .7 

.21 50.00 
..............•.•... 

_.:'I 500.00 1914 .7 

1.81$ 650.00 1.4 

i 
1.5 I$ 445.00 c 

351··········; 

100 I 100. 

I 

80 1 

70' 
sol 60 
20 

........ 

150 70 

320 130 

I 
330 l 

251 ••...•• I 

30 i ·····-··· i Private 

I 
100 .......... Private 

120 ·········· 

30 ........ Prl.-ate 

25 
80 .80 I Priv::te 

.......... In litigation 

--······· 
8(), .60 1 Private 

185 i 

············I .......... ; Ohliterated 



STAT(;S OF CANALS ALONG OTHER TRIBUTARIES OF THE NORTH PLATTE RIVE-(Contlnuedl 

I No. Built Cost 

I . Year , Mile 

Operated ' Acreage +M. 
&0. 

i ' I 
--------------'·---:~-- ----
ASH CREEK i I I 

Cnller , lrrig. Repts , 1912 

2j Mllej Dltch/~~~--l-----------
1 I I t 

Gillard Ditch ...................................... I D 812 
1 

1891 1. 
:\I,·Co,·mick ------·-----·--·····················--···· I )JUll* 1 HM4..i 

$ 250.00 1914 i }. I 

18()6 
Vance Ditch ........................................ I D 765 1890 .5 00.00 l~U:~ 

Totals 
Pl.UM CREEK 
Plum Creek Ditch ............................ ' A 1344 

I 
CLEAR CREEK I 

Scott & Wllllams .............................. · D 747 
Green Ditch ....................... ---············· I D 745 
Clear Creek Canal............................ D 754 
Clear Creek Ditch.............................. D 756 
Clear Creek Extension.................... A 1111 
Clear Creek Ditch............................ D 748 
Finch Ditch........................................ D 964 

Totals 
SAND CREEK 
Patrlch Ditch..................................... D 725 
Nissen Ditch........................................ A 606 
Holcomb & Smith............................ D 698 

t 

1894 

1893 

1892 
1890 

1891 
1901 
1889 

1.5 $ 300.00 

I ........ I 

1. 

1.5 $ 180.00 1914 : 1. 
1.2 135.00 1914 I 3.7 
2. 

1 

425.00 ........ 'r • ........ 

""~5 :::::::::::::::::: ::::::::' 
.7 25.00 1914 
• 7 100.00 1914 

6.6 $ 

1.2 $ 
.5 

2. 

865.00 ........ 

225.00 1914 
75.00 1914 

157.00 1\JH 

.7 

.5 

1.2 
.5 

~- I 

100' 
I 

80 ', 

7J 
soo I 

50 73 
920 

·:::::::::::I:::::::::::: I ...... ~~~ 
80; ···-··-···· so 

200' 200 
100 6() 100 

1413 1030 1228 

220 90 170 
270 175 210 
56U ij() 1UO 

Totals 3.7 $ 457.00 ........ '· 

I 
............ 1914 

3.7 1000 315 540 
OTTER CREEK 
Otter Ditch........................................ A 1198 
l'eterson Ditch.................................... A 1240 
Cascade Canal.. .. _.............................. 01002• 

t 

t 
::::::::i 

I 

........... 1 ............ 3801 

............ j ........................ ' 

........ I ............ ] ......................... j 

Private 

Private 

e- D745 
d· D745 
e- D745 
Private 
Private 

Private 
.15 Private 
.50 Private 

.... 
0 

~ 00 

~ 

•! 

!;1:1 
l'j 

"=' 0 
!;1:1 1 ..., 
0 ~ 

1 "'l • -~ 

rn ..., 
> ..., 
l'j 

l'j 
z 
"-! .... z 
l'j 
l'j 
!;1:1 

Y, 
.1 



ACTUAL AND PRACTICAL IRRIGATION 



STATUS OF CANALS ALONG OTHER TRIBUTARIES OF THE NORTH PLATTE BIVE-(Ce>ntlnued) 

~0. Built Cost Operated Acreage I +M. 
-----' ---- & 0. 

, Year ' Mile ! Under Jrrig-. , Repts II 1912 

1

: I i Yr. Mile·~ Ditch 'I 1912 1914 
I ---:-----· --------.-- -----

cascade CanaL. ................................ , A.1()73 t ' ........ \ .................... ........ . ........ ············ j ············ ' 

:::::: :R:::···--·············-··········· ! A 11300 t ~--······ 
Spring Creek Ditch........................ D 724 

1

11894 

1

1. $ 

LONERGAN CREEK 
East Lonergan Ditch.................... D 669 J1891 2.5 I 

Soehl Ditch.......................................... D 697 · 1893 2. 
Hansey Ditch...................................... D 719 .............. I .f 

I Tot a Is .... 1 :\.2 $ 
GOLDEN CREEK 

100 00 1914 

675.00 1914 
300.1.10 1914 
100.00 1914 

1075.00 ······-

.7 

2.5 
1. 

.7 

4.2 

........•••. '············ 

15 

600 320 530 
237 1 100~ 237 

--~~+::::::::::i 80 

917 420 847 

PrlYate 

Private 
PriYate 
Private 

Theis Ditch ........................................ i A 160 1897 1. $ 50.00 1914 1. 220 200 220 ......... l'rlvate 

SPRING CRE'K I 
Spring Creek Ditch ......................... 

1 

D 704 1890 
Spring Creek No. 1.......................... A 1002 1910 

1. 100.00 
1. 500.00 

' 
Totals;·······-····· 2. ,$ 600.00 

UTTLE SPRING CREEK 
Little Spring Ditch........................ A 659 ~ 1902 .6. $ 25.00 

MATHEWS CREEK 
lfathews Canal .................................. D 750 1.1896 .4 350.00 

~~o~N c~:~E~Itch ............................ l A 69 1894 .3 300.00 
Coon Creek Ditch-·-··········-··········~ A 1225 ···-······ ........ 

SPRING BRANCH CREEK 
Brogan Bros. Ditch ........................ : A 410 1897 1. 330.00 

c 100 
1914 1. 100 

........ 1. 200. 

1914 .6 40 

1914 .4 651 

1914 .3 220 I 

........ ....... -... 

1914 i 1. 1301 

80 

80 

2li 

160 
.. .......... 

40 

60 

40 

220 

PrlvaV 

Private 

.15 Private 
d- A69 

.......... Private 

> z 
1:1 

1:1 

~ z 
> 
~ 



i'oO'fAT"l:s 0}' ('A~AL~ O'l'HEH TRIBUT.\RIES 01' 'I'll}~ XORTH I'L.\TT:E RI\'ER-(Continnt>d) 

I 

SKUNK CREEK 
Miller Ditch ................................... . 

.• unk Creek Ditch ... ---------------------

Built Cost I OJH'rn ted ' .A ere age 1 +~I. 1 

J Year )file - -- -- 1Jn~i~-.. -- Irrig-~- Itept;·:
1 fog·: 

1 y.-.

1

: \lile ~ Pitf"h . 1!11:! 1914 

1
--r-----r-~---

D 740 1895 1.3 $ 90.fJO 19H 1. ; 160 I 100 : 160 ..... . 
A 968 

1

1910 1. 200.00 lllll 400 ! ........... . .......... . __ , __ _ 
Totals ···-···-··· 2.3 $ 290.00 ....... 1. 5f.O 100 160 

1 No. 

Private 

BUCKHORN SPRINGS 
1-.. P. Maddux .... ___________ -·······-····---···· A 918 11908 1. $ 100.00 191:! :!00 I 100 ···----·-- Private 

SAND CREEK 
Sand Creek Ditch ....... -................... A 974 

CEDAR CREA 

Clear Creek Dltch--·······-···········-··· A 1051 

STREAM-NO NAME 
Newberry Ditch................................ D 688 

SNAKE CREEK 

Elmore Canal.. ....... ~---························· A 41 
Oasis Ditch .................. ---···················· D 567 
Kilpatrick Res................................. A 1104 
Kilpatrick Res. 2............................ A 1159 

1911 

t 
t 

1. 200.00 19H 

2.1 
5. 4675.00 lHH 

---·····: 
-------1 

J. 1GO 100 - .......... Private 

•••••••• i -------····· 

11KXJ .. . ·········· j 

l'rinHt> 5. I 4000 i ........... . 2134' 
' 

------··1 ............ i . 

7.0 $ 4675.00 . 

. ·:: .. : ----~~-~-~: i : ... : ... :::: ! .... :~= i BEAVER LAKE 
Beaver ............................................. . A1018 t 

I 

~!!~c~~~T L~k~~~---·············· ........... [ A 1024* 

' t No further information available. 
ct An additional water right for ditch (number). 
• \Vater right pending, 

' I 

••..•.•• ••••••··•··· •••••••••·•· .....••••••• 1 

c Ditch uot used for years. 
e .\.II extension to ditch (number). 
+ :\laintenance and Operation. 



SUM1IARY OF CANALS IN THE NORTH PLATTE DRAINAGE BASIS 

'rhe following table for the drainage basin of the North Platte river is self-explanatory: 

North 'Platte River ........................................... . 

Pumpkin Seed Creek ........................................ , 
Huntington Springs.... ·-----------········ I 

i'a1~,~~;';1e;rez;t~~~~---_-.... _._·_~_-_·_·~~----~---·_·_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_·_·_-_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·~~~----~---- j 

Grc•f'nwool] ('1"(•('1;.: __ 

Total for Pumpkin Seed Creek ............ ! 

Blue Creek ........................... . 
\V!Jite Tnil Creek .. .... I 

Rirdwood Creek. .............. _ .................. . 
Horse Creek ........................... - ............................... 

1 E~acr~;=:-::::::::::::::::::::::::.:::::::.:::·:::::::~:::::::::::·· . 
Spotted Tail Creek .......... ----·-··········-···········-·· 
Wind Springs ....................................... -········-·--- · 

Seepage ···················-·······································---.. -
Spring Creek ........................ ---·················-·······-···· 
Springs ···--·-···················-···································· 
Hchuetz Springs ................................................... . 
Springs on 28-18-49 ... - ...................................... . 

('amp Creek ...................... ····-··········-···············-
C'e~lar Creek ........ ·-···--··--···········-···········-······ ..... I 
1~1'0\\·n's Creek ................... - .............................. _ , 
I.owPr Dugont Creek ........................................ I 

t~oltl \Vater ('rPek ............................................. . 

Canals Built 
~-------- ----

Mile- Acreage 
No. age i Covered Cost 

571 

24j 
11 
2 

)fl 

Q 

42 

6' 
8 
4j 
3 
4 
2 
1 
2 

783.0 

46.6 

2.4 
8.1 

10.1 

67.2 

35.2 
21.5 
32.5 

9.0 
3.6 
1.3 

1.7 

1.0 
1. 

I ·········· ! 

1 1.0' 
4 1.81 

1.51 

421911 $ 9,771,014 

8091 . 18,984 

220 1,0001 
1,225 1,635 I 

1,345 5,220 I 

10881 26,839 i 

9447 22,881 
:>.o:;~; 8,624 
8750 23,154 
3075 2.500 

440 1,850 
Ml5 1,300 

;~1:::=::::::::::::::: 
100 220 

1~~1 :::=:::::::::::::::: 
148 .................... ' 

21! ···············-··· 
35 110 

100 215 
120 

80 
S20 
330 

650 
445 

Canals Operated, 1914 Acreage 
~ ------· 

! 
:\lile- Acreage Irrigated 

No. age Covered 1912 
---- -~~-

39 649.0 368,158 185,800! 

191 38.5 7,571 4.500 I 
1! .................... 
2 2.4' 220 .................... 
9 ! 7.1 1,225 450 
5i 9.1 1,345 4701 

36 57.1 10,361 5,420 

5' 34.0 9,447 7,670 i 

5 13.6 4,890 3,300 I 
41 24.0 7,630: 975 
3 9.0 :uYr:J ~GO 

3 2.0 210 i 30 I 

21 1.3 485 275 

1' .................... --------------------,, 
--------··---------- .................... 

- i 
1.7 100 

I 

' 1 .................... 
1 

I 
-------------------· ········-----------·1 

1 .................... .................... 
1 ! .................... ! --------------------

···---------------- .................... 
1 1.0 

351 
.................... 

1 1.0 100 100 
' ·······-···········I ................... ' 

1 811, 13~ I 2 1.4 230 I 
---------- ' ···········-·······! .................... I 

I I 

Acreage 
t;!j 
0 
> 1914 

Heported ::0 
1:::1 

254,735 
0 
"1 

3,300 ..... 
::0 

210 ::0 
9(17 :;:; 
310 > 

>-:3 ..... 
4.731 0 

.z 
9,252 

:I: 4,660 ..... 
.................... C'l 

1.177 :I: 
50 :::; 

325 > 
230 >-< w. 
285 
30 > z 120 

1:::1 
70 

148 1:::1 
::;:! .................... > 30 ..... 

100 z 
> 120 

30 C'l 
t>:l 

185 
.................... .... .... .... 
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-----~---Canals Built 

Mtle-1 Acreage 
'\1?~ COV@l'Pt1 

.-\l'lh Creek ..................... 3 1.5 180 300 
Clear Creek .... ························ ······························ 4 6.6 1413 865 
Sand Creek (RaugP 401. ......... : ........•............ 3 3.7 1050 457 
Otter Creek ................ ································ 380 .................... 
~pring Creek (range 40) .......... ······-··············· 1.0 25 100 
Lonerg-an Creek ..... ·······--················ 3 5.2 9171 1,075 
Golden Creek .... 1 1.0 :!20 50 
Spring Creek (Range 37) ................................ 2 2.0 

21)(ll 
600 

Little Spring Creek ..... ...................................... 1 .6 40 25 
.\Ia thews Creek ............... ·································•·· .4 115, 350 
Coon ('reek ................. ............................. .3 2201 300 
Spring BranC'h Creek ............... .................. 1 1. 130 330 
f'knnk Creek ..... .................. 2 I 2.~ 5601 290 
Bn<"khor11 Spring~. ··················· 1 1. 200 100 
Sand ('reek ....... 1 I 1. 1601 200 
Snake Creek .... ···························· 2 7. 5000~ 4.675 

-- ----· ----
Totals ..... ······························ .................. 72 145.7 _3~5~1- _71.6~ 

-
Total for Basin ......................................... 171 995.9 172742 $ H,871.519 

Canals Operated, 1914 
1 

1.0 100 
4 5.9 1.413 
3 3.7 1,050 
1 --················-
1 .7 15 
3 4.2 81iO i 

1.0 220 
1.0 100 

.6 40 

.4 65 

.3 220 
1 1.0 130 

1.0 160 
.................... 

1 
I 

1. 160 
1 5. 4,000 

-- I 
56 115.8 34,805 

---
! 

131 i 821.9 
' 

413,326 

Acreage 

Irrigated 
1912 

35 
1,030 

315 

········-·--
15 

420 
200 
80 

. .................. 
25 

160 
40 

160 
100 
100 

.................... 

15,961 

207,181 

I 

Acreage 

1914 
Reported 

.................... 
1,228 

540 
380 

5 
874 
220 

60 
40 
65 

220 
-· 

160 

···················· 
.................... 

2,134 

22,738 

282,204 
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IRRIGATION· IN THE SOUTH PLATTE DRAINAGE BASIN 
The first irrigation enterprise undertaken within the valley of the 

South Platte river was in 1871. A company organized and incorporated 
built a ditch which diverted water from the river about three miles west 
of the town o:f North Platte. A period of inaction of nearly twenty years 
followed before any further attempts were made and it was during 1895 
to 1899 when the greater number of the ditches along the river were 
built. There are sixteen dXisting appro'PriationR from the river, totaling 
363.34 second-feet. Eleven of these either have been practically abandoned 
or have not bern used for a period of years, and in addition, two water 
rights were f01 merly granted, the canals partially completed and then 
abandoned, and the water rights have since been cancelled. During the 
past, seventeen canals have been built, but during the season of 1914 
only four canals were in operation. This poor showing is attributed to 
the fact that nearly all of the canals were built at a time when the tl.ow 
of the river was sufficient, with the exception of short periods during the 
hot summer months, to supply the demand for irrigation. Later, appro
priations were ma<le and large canals constructed in the state of Colo
rado, and these are now practically diverting the entire tl.ow of the 
river within that state. This condition has existed for so many seasons 
that all but a few <>f the canals along the river in Nebraska have been 
abandoned, one of the difficulties that arises on interstate streams. Con
siderable area in the valley could be irrigated by pum:~>ing from the un
derground water supplies and from the undertl.ow of the river. 

The crops grown are alfalfa, wild hay, wheat, potatoes and some 
sugar beets. The latter are contracted to the sugar factories located in 
Colorado at $5 per ton. 

The main line of th<> Union Pacific railroad traverses this valley, and 
the railroad facilities are very good. 

CANALS /I.LO:\G THT; SOUTH PL.\TTE R!VEE 

,_-.lE~TenN IRRICATIOJ'T DlSTRICT tA-:j03). A pctitio:1 p::ayine; 
for the organization of an irrigation district was presented to the board 
of county commissioners of Keith county, who approved the petition on 
August 24, 1895, and called an election for September 21. On September 
30, the commissioners met as a canvassing board and finding the vote 
favorable to the district, declared it duly organized. Bonds in the sum 
of $25,000, which amount was based upon the estimates made from the 
surveys, were voted in 1896. No bonds were sold for cash, as no bids 
could be obtained and no contractor could be interested sufficiently in the 
work even to submit a bid for the construction. Final surveys reduced 
the estimated cost, and construction was begun in 1897, farmers within 
the district doing the work and taking their pay in bonds at the rate of 
8 cents per cubic yard. The system was completed in 1899. The state 
board of irrigation granted a water right of 180 second-feet, issuing a 
certfiicate to the application under date of June 14, 1897. 
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Owing to the shortage of water in the river, due to diversions in 
Colorado under subsequent rights, all of the land within the district 
is seldom irrigated in a single season. The district has an area of 14,992 
acr<cS :-.nrl in 1914 water was applied to 8,000 acres. Lands within the 
district, for d;~trict purposes, are assessed upon a valuation of $10 per 
acre. The levy for maintenance and operation in 1914 was 50 mills, and 
that for bondR, 25 mills, making the cost per acre for maintenance and 
operation 50 cents, and to cover bonds and interest, 25 cents, making a 
total of 75 cents. 

The district has installed a reinforced concrete spillway, which cost 
$2,000, and it is the intention to install weirs in all of the laterals and to 
measure the water used by each water user. 

MILLER AND WAHREN DITCH <D-805). A notice of appropria
tion was posted J anuat·y 5, 1895, and construction of the ditch was be
gun. In all about 6V:, miles of canal have been built at a cost of about 
$3,000. 

A mutual stock company has been organized and now controls the 
ditch. There are 3,000 acres under the canal and during 1914 about 1,000 
acres were irrigated. 

PAXTON IRRIGATION DISTRICT (A-130). This enterprise is 
now dead and the district has been abolished, yet a short synopsis of the 
court records covering the organization will illustrate the era of specula
tion that attended early irrigation development. 

On August 24, 1895, an application was made by an individual for a 
water right. Immediately following this the Paxton Irrigation District 
was organized, a favorable vote being cast October 8, 1895. This election 
was held without the notice prescribed by law being given. The district 
employed no engineer, no surveys were made upon which to base esti
mates of the cost of construction, yet on February 29, 1896, the board of 
directors held a special meeting and ordered an election to be held April 
4, for the purpose of voting bonds in the sum of $27,000. The election was 
held and the board of directors declared that the bonds had carried. No 
legal notice of this bond election was ever issued. About $11,000 of the 
bondr: were used in paying for the ccnstruction of twenty milen of can"!. 

The district court of Keith county has held that the bonds were il
legally issued and that they had been used in making payment upon 
illegal contracts. Some valid claims were found to exist and these had to 
be paid before the district was allowed to dissolve. 

A<pproximately 5,000 acres .could have been irrigated from this canal, 
but it never was opened up to the river. The state board of irrigation has 
cancelled the water right. 

The following table shows the status of the canals from the South 
Platte river: 

•. 

•. 

I 
I 
I 

l 
-i 

I 
I 

" I 
I , 
' 

•. 

•. 



i 1895 
11894 

11898 
1889 

11900 
. 1897 
11895 

1895 
! 1896 

]) 723 ' 1895 
A 130 1897-98 
A 231 1896 
,\ 184 1898 

Stebbins Canal.. ............. . D 683 ' 1894 

Totals 1 

FREMONT SLOUGH 
Fremont Creek Ditch .. 

t No further information aYailaUle. 
c Ditch not used for years. 

:!. 
3.8 
2. 

' 10. 
1.5 1 

3.3 I 

2. 
3. 
8. 

G. 
20. 
3. 
3. 
1.5 

3.4' $ 

d- An additional water rigbt for dit<'h (Humber). 

u. 

..... i 

"I 

wz.oo I c 

:!00 
woo 

2100 
5000 
700 ..... 
400 
50U 

200 

H200 

500 

(jj 

388 

17318 

s No watf'r eYPr diverted. 
+ :\lnintPilnnee nntl Operatio11. 

+~1.1, 
& 0. 
1!)12 

.25 l'riYate 

. ....... ! Hight enneeJle~l 

I 
J- A~57 

1.00 
CanC'elled 
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CANALS ALONG LODGE POLE CREEK 

The irrigated area within this valley consists of a very parrow strip 
lying adjacent to each side of the creek. The putting of a portion of the 
Kimball Irrigation District system into operation in 1912, placed water 
upon the higher benches bordering the creek in the vicinity of Kimball 
and a considerable acreage is being brought under irrigation. 

The first irrigation enterprise within this valley was undertaken in 
1871, when General Dudley, in command of Fort Sidney, employed the 
soldiers in building a dam across the creek and excavating a ditch which 
was used for irrigation at the fort. The results obtained here have been 
described on page 46. Settlement in the valley began about t;his time 
and during the seventies eight other dams and ditches were built and used 
for irrigation. A dam and ditches were built upon the present site of 
the Bordwell ditch in 1873. The dam was destroyed by flood in the suc
ceeding years, but a new dam was built in 1889, and it and the ditches 
still are in use. The Bay State Cattle Company built a ditch 1 'h miles 
long in 1876, which is still in operation. The same year a dam and a ditch 
were constructed on the present line of the Oberfelder ditch. In 1877, a 
dam was built near the present location of the W. C. Bullock ditch and 
flooded some hay land. During 1878 two dams and ditches were built, 
one upon the original location of the Borquist ditches and one upon the 
site of the Adams and Tobin ditch. In 1879 dams and ditches were built 
upon the present site of the Persinger ditch and also that of the Libby 
ditches. In practically all of these cases the dams and ditches were used 
for flooding hay lands along the creek bottoms. 

Following this period, settlement of the valley became more rapid 
and many dams and ditches were built during the succeeding years. The 
banks of the creek are very low and but little labor is required to con
struct a serviceable dam of earth. Dams averaging 75 feet long and 
4 to 10 feet high are to be found every half to three-quarters of a mile 
apart along the entire course of the creek, with the exception of those 
portions of the stream bed where the stream disappears in the sand and 
the channel is dry. Owing to the sandy bed of the creek, the construc
tion of a permanent dam is costly and but very few have been built. Heavy 
spring floods are prevalent, and thus the greater portion of the expense 
of maintenance and operation on the canals goes in keeping the earth 
dams in repair. 

As previously noted, the discharge of the Lodge Pole creek is very 
small, yet in comparison with its size the creek is the most completely 
utilized stream in the state. This is explained by the fact that the creek 
is fed by numerous springs along its entire course, and also by the fact 
that the irrigated lands lie in such close proximity to the stream that the 
return waters reappear promptly. It has been an observed fact that when 
all the flow was being diverted at one point, the stream a half-mile 
farther down would be flowing again the same as if no water had been 
diverted above. 
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Considerable opposition to the state control of the distribution of the 
water along this stream still exists among some of the early appropria
tors. Some declare that at the time they diverted the water of the creek 
and applied it to a beneficial use it was impossible under the existing state 
irrigation laws to file upon the waters <>f a stream less than twenty feet 
in width. Others declare that under the Government surveys this was 
never meandered but was measured in with the land and when one filed 
upon the land, he received the running water with it. 

There are 101 existing appropriations from the stream, totaling 
197.31 second-feet. Of the above number, 15 either have been abandoned 
or have not been used during the past two years; eight are merely for ex
tensions or enlargements of existing ditches, and on two of these no con
struction work has been done; work h<~s been done on three; one is 
under construction; and one is for a system of storage reservoirs and 
distributing ditches. No data could be obtained regarding three of the 
appropriations. In addition, there are three ditches and four pumping 
plants which use water from the stream but have made no application 
for water rights. One of these ditches diverts its water in Wyoming, 
but the acreage irrigated lies within Nebraska. 

There have been 88 ditches built along the creek, but only 70 were 
in operation during 1914. All of these, with two exceptions-one •part
nership and one irrigation district-are operated as private ditches. 
Several ditches are owned by livestock companies, but these are used 
only to irrigate the lands belonging to these companies and are classed 
here as private ditches. 

The year 1914 was very unfavorable, as little rain fell after the 
middle of May and there was a scarcity of water during the growing 
season. 

During the average season alfalfa can be cut three times. The 
wild grass in many of the hay fields is now mixed with wheat grass or 
timothy, and such hay sells for considerably more than wild grass alone. 
Corn and other small grains yield as heavily as in the eastern portion of 
the state where grains are grown without irrigation. 

The main line of the Union Pacifi~ R'!ilroad Company traverses this 
valley, thus providing good railway facilities to eastern and western 
markets. 

PREMIER DITCH (D-340.) This ditch was built by its present 
owner in 1893. A stone dam which raises the water level in the creek 
about two feet was built across the stream, and the water diverted from 
the north bank. About a half-mile below the dam the ditch branches. 
The south branch, which is about a mile in length, crossed the creek in a 
flume and covered some wild hay ground on the south side. The north 
branch continued along the north side of the creek for approximately a 
mile. The total cost of construction was $1,250. The flume on the south 
branch has been washed out for some time, and that ditch has not been 
in operation, but the north branch is still in operation. This ditch covers 
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200 acres of wild hay ground and during the season of 1914 about 170 
acres were irrigated. 

YOUNG DITCH {D-349). This ditch is 1'h miles long and was 
built in 1880 at a cost of $47. An earth and rock-fill dam raises the 
level of the water in the creek between three and four feet. There are 
85 acres lying below this ditch, but no water has been granted for 50 
acres of it. The 35 acres for which water has been granted usually are 
irrigated every year. The cost of keeping up the ditch is about $50, or 
$1.45 per acre. 

KIMBALL IRRIGATION DISTRICT (A-897). The Kimball Irri
gation District was organized by local parties who filed an appropriation 
for a storage project April 15, 1908. On July 22, 1909, a petition signed 
by twenty-four landowners was presented to the board of county com
missioners of Kimball county, praying for the organization of an irriga
tion district, and on October 9, the board approved the petition and called 
an election for November 6. On November 15, the commissioners met 
as a canvassing board, and finding an unanimous vote in favor of the 
district, declared it duly organized. On April 9, 1910, bonds in the sum 
of $250,000 were voted for the construction of the project. These were 
isued under date of July 1, 1911. They were all sold during 1911, the pur
chasers being mostly local men. '.rhe project when completed will com
prise two storage reservoirs. The lower one, located seven miles west of. 
Kimball, has been formed by building an earthen dam 4,900 feet long, 
with a maximum height of 45 feet, acr-oss the bed of the creek. The dam 
contains 221,000 cubic yards of material. The capacity is 7,200 acre-feet, 
but the plan is to partially refill the reservoir each season and so increase 
the supply to 9,000 acre-feet. To prevent wave action, the dam has been 
protected with a reinforced concrete face laid in sections. 

The water is diverted from the reservoir through one outlet on the 
north side of the creek. About one-half mile below the dam the canal 
branches and the south canal crosses the stream in a steel flume. This 
branch is twenty miles long, while the north branch is fourteen miles 
long. The system covers 7,200 acres of irrigable land, and during the 
season of 1914 over 80 per cent of the land was actually irrigated. In 
the construction of the system fourteen steel flumes were used. These 
cost $35,50() in place. The largest flume is 1,100 feet long and has a 
maximum height of 56 feet. 

For the pui'pose of levying assessments to meet maintenance and 
operation charges, bond-sinking fund, and int~rest on bonds, the land is 
valued at $50 per acre. The levy for maintenance and operation in 1914 
was 12 mills, and that covering bonds is 45 mills, making the cost of 
water per acre 60 cents for maintenance and operation, and $2.25 for 
sinking fund and interest. 

The second reservoir is to be located seven miles farther up the 
stream, and the north ditch is to be extended eight miles, thus supply
ing water to an additional 5,000 acres. The additional cost of construe-

• 
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• 



BOARD OF IRRIGATION, HIGHWAYS AND DRAINAGE 119 

tion will be met by issuing bonds which will be a lien upon the additional 
5,000 acres. Surveys for these extensons have been made and the neces
sary filing perfected. 

NEW RUTTNER DITCH (A-727). The ditch was built in 1904, and 
is an enlargement and extension of a small ditch built in 1886, known as 

· the Ruttner ditch. It is 2'n miles long, and cost approximately $500. 
An extension known as the Clark ditch was built in 1900, and later a 
second extension known as the Yoder Extension was built. In 1908 an 
additional application for a water right was made for all of the lands 
under the ditch, thus bringing a total of 270 acres under the lower end 
of the New Ruttner ditch. 

Including these extensions, the ditch is approximately 4'n miles 
long, and cost about $800. There are about 500 acres lying below this 
ditch and 400 acres were irrigated during 1914. 

KINNEY DITCH {D-345). This ditch was built in 1884. The orig
inal headgate was located in Section 33, Township 15 north, Range 56 
west, but in later years the ditch was extended up the valley, along the 
line of a small ditch known as the Ruttner South Side. The ditch is four 
miles long and cost $600. There are 225 acres under this ditch covered 
by the two water rights and usually it is all irrigated each season. 

HURLEY, LILLY AND POLLY DITCH {D-354). This is a partner
ship ditch. The original ditch was about 4'n miles long and about 300 
acres could be irrigated from it. At present only 21h miles of ditch are 
in operation and 190 acres can be irrig·~ted. The partners use the rota
tion method, each getting the entire flow of the ditch for a period of 
eight days. By following this method they usually irrigate the entire 
acreage lying below the ditch each season. They estimate that it costs 
about $90 per year to maintain and operate the ditch, $50 of which is 
spent in keeping the dam in repair. Without doubt more is accomplished 
with the water that is measured into this ditch than from any of the 
other ditches along the creek. 

BAY STATE DITCH {D-347). This ditch is 1'n miles long. It was 
built in 1876 at a cost of $610. In 1892, the ditch was enlarged and ex. 
tended. There are 125 acres under the Bay State Ditch proper, 80 acres 
of which are in alfalfa and irrigated. The acreage under the extension 
is shown in the tables following. 

GUNDERSON DITCH (D-305). This ditch was built in 1883. It is 
1. 7 miles long and cost $995. There are 150 acres lying below this ditch, 
of which 100 acres were irrigated during 1914. It costs about $50 per 
year to keep up the ditch, the principal item of expense being repairing 
the damage done by muskrats. There is a power plant in connection with 
the ditch and during the summer when the water is not being used for 
irrigation, the owner lights his place by electricity. During the winter 
months, the water is used to run a grist mill. 
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ANDERSON DITCHES NOS. 1 and 2 (D-372-3). These ditches 
were built in 1881. Originally there was only one ditch which was 2~ 
miles long and crossed the creek at two points by flumes. The lower 
flume, two miles below the headgate, later was replaced by a dam • 
across the creek, and a new headgate was installed for the lower half 
mile of the original ditch, thus making two ditches. The original cost of· 
the ditch was $500, and when the flume was replaced an additional $300 
was spent upon the ditch. There are 200 acres below Ditch No. 1, of 
which 150 acres were irrigated in 1914 at a cost of about 15 cents per 
acre. Ditch No. 2 has 60 acres below it. This land is all in alfalfa and 
wild hay. 

TROGNITZ CANAL (D-365). This ditch was built in 1890. It is 
on the east side of the creek and follows the line of a ditch built by the 
soldiers at Fort Sidney in 1876 to furnish the water supply at the fort. 
There was a ditch on the west side of the creek, but this has not been 
used for several years. 

The following tables show the status of canals along Lodge Pole 
creek and its tributaries: 

• 

• 



Trat'y DitC'h North .. 
T1·ac·y D ite h ...................................... . 
Honn•r Diteh .. 
Illllf'JWlHlPnt Ditch 
Sll\Pf'cl Ditch 
l'rPmit•t' Dit<'h ..... . 
BushHf'll Ditch ... . 
Young- Dit('h ................. . 
Forsliug Ditf'll ....................... . 
Forslin;.r fHteh .. 
Kimhnll Irrig-atioll District 
::\laltese Cross ..................................... . 
XPw Huttner ..................... . 
Clark Dit('h .. 
Yndt•r E:\.lension 
Ext. YtHIPr Xnrth ......................... . 
,\':~11~1'1' J>ilf'h .. 
HnfllH'I' HitdL.. 

KittlH'Y ])itdl.. ... . 

(' ~\. Forsling ..... . 
l\:illiH'Y J)itL•h !\"o. 0 

Kiun('.Y Dit('h 
JluriPy, J .. illey aml Polly ....... . 
Hil-kl'l Ditch .. 
E. L. Faden .. 
l'olly Diteh .. 
II. II. Howe 
Bny ~tn te Ditch ........................ .. 

Bemwt Lite Stoek ReH 

STATlJS OF CANALS ALONG THE LODGE POLE CREEK 

:\'o. 

A 870 
J) 353 
D 343 
D 341 
D :140 
A 504 
D 349 
A 703 
.-\&)6 

A 897 
A 454 
.\ 727 
A 8-!2 
.-\ 857 
~\ U22 
A sro 
J) 3:i0 
n ~~-tG 

A 718 
D 3'<8 
D 3!8 
D 354 
.\ 71!1 
.\ 7:?4 
f) 342 
D ~-t-t 

D 347 
A 725 
A 6.)7 

Built 

Year , Mile : 

Co !-It ' OpPr:ll<'tl I 

Yr., :\lile 
1 ____ 1 

'1883 -,·---;-·/ $ 

1887 .7 
18~7 1. 
18&) 2.iJ I 

1883 2. I 

18&1 2.r 

18SO 
1904 

1911 
1898 
1904 
1UO'i 
1007 

0 

0 

18~8 

1R94 
190-1 
1889 

1892 
100.1 

0 

1S81 
0 

1876 
1892 
1892 

2. 
1.5 i 

~.!'i I 
I 

..I 
34. I 

.6' 
4.:): 

2. 
4. 
3. 
3. 

4.5 
1.5 

1.5 

1.5 

500.00 
100.00 191~ : .7 
150.(J0 W14 1 1. 

1200.(){) 1!)1-l I 1.2 ! 

1300.00 1U14; ., 
1250.00 W14 I 1.5 

HH4 
47.00 1914 

1500.00 Hill 

250000.(1{) WH ' 
200.00 WH I 
800.(J0 Ul14 ! 

I 

2. 
1.5 

34. 
.n 

4-.::i 

········I········ 
1004 (if){J.fl() 

600.00 
400.00 

1914 4. 
1914 :!. 

HXJO.OO 1~114 

677.00 1\114 

1!114 

405.00 1014 

6JO.!Ul 1914 
5000.00: 1914 

2000.00 1-. 

3. 

1 .. i 

.7 

1.5 
5.iJ 

A<'rf'ng-e ___ t~:l 
rll(ler Irrig. Hepts lUI:! 
Hitch. 1!)12 1 1Ul-t 1 ~~-' 

I ---------

80 
70 

100 
2;::i0 

11:0 

200' 
210 

····--··i ·-
35 i 

85! 
1(i(J I 

7200 
15 

GOC 

(2) I •••• 

225 I 

200 I 
lUO I 

mo 
!l.i 

100 i 

240 I 

150 i 

210 I 

35 

2450 
l;::i 

475 

150 

I 

200; 

100' 

--;li(i I 

I ............... 
85 

1'):-" I 
_,)I 

sou 
lOG 
500 

35 
100 
220 
HJO 
170 
210 

35 

5SOO 
15 

40(~ 

140 
2!Kl 
190 

105 
770 

$ .10 Private 
.10 Private 
.25 Private 

l'rivnte 
.60 Private 

Private 
1.45 Private 

d- A70'J 
3.50 Irrigation Distri('t 
1.00 Prh·n te 

e- A727 (1) 
e-- A727 (1) 
0 (1) 

Prh·ate 
.50 Privnte 

Private 
u- D3SS 

.50 Pnrtner~llip 

Pri\'aiP 
d- A7Hl 

.GO Printte 
d- fl042 

.~S Private e- D347 



STATUS 01•' CANALS ALONG THE LODGE POLE CREJ!.:K-( Continued) >-" 

"" "" 
No. Built Uperau·~t i .\('l"t':l.:.!f' t~h ------ -------

Yenr ).file ITiuler ]I'l'i.::. H0pt~ Hll2, 
____ , ____ --- Yt·. :\file Ditch l!ll:! 1~114 I ------ ------ ----- ------

Benuett Live Stoek Co. Ditf'll .... A 691 1902 1. 1500.00 WH 1. 13() 100 130 1.00 ' Prinlte 
Bennett Heservoir ........... A 1313 t ····················[···· ·····-····I 
:\If' Intosh -----·· ····················· D 351 1886 2.5 

······---~~~:~I ~0~~ 
2.5 400 300 354' .35 i Private 

Owasco Ditch ····································· A 734 •••••••• 1 e- D351 ~ 
Circle Arrow Ditch ........................ D 346 1882 1.5 .................... 1914 1.5 270 125 260 .60 Private 1:"1 
Bennett Ditch No. 5 ..... ···············--· A 934 1900 .7 1000.00 i 1014 .7 70 5() 70 1.00 Private '"tj 

nra<ly Ditch ........................................ A 352 1889 .7 .................... 11014 .7 75 50 50 1.00 Private 0 
~ 

Clausen South Side Ditch ............ A 683 18D7 . 5 125.00 i • .5 80 GO .35 >-:3 
Clausen North Side Ditch ............ A 6S4 1896 .5 360.00 I lUll 136 
('. c. Burg ............................................ A 381 .5 ............. 11914 .5 10 10 10 I>rivate 0 

") 
.-\dams Ditch .............................. : ....... D 371 1802 1.2 150.00: 1014 .7 100 75 100 .50 Private 
.\dams Ditch ...................................... D 370 1893 1.5 450.00 1 1014 1.5 100 0 100 I Private rn 

·······-· >-:3 
Adams Di tcb ... ----------··················-····· D 369 1895 ,5 250.00 1 19{)8 35 Dam just eompleted ~ Gur1flerson Ditch ............ ·-·········-····· D 305 1883 1.7 995.00 

1
1914 ,7 15() 60 100 .90: Prh·ate 

Christenson Ditch ............................ D 366 
i 

1893 .5 250.00 1914 .5. 45 2d 25 ......... 1 Private 1:"1 
Christenson Dit<'h ............................ D 367 1893 .5 150.00 1914 .5 30 25 25 "i Private 1:"1 
.T. l\f i tc be 11 ............................................ D 304 1886 .5 125.00 '1914 .5 6;) (}J fl5 Private z 
.\nclPI'SOil Diteh D 37:3 1~81 l.G aoo.oo'lwH 1.5 200 150 150 ,]5 I Private £;) ,_, 
Anderson Ditch No. 2 ... - ............... D 372 1881 .5 $ 300.00 1911 60 z 
l'omeroy Ditch No. L.. ................... A 723 1903 1. 500.00 Uil:! 80 1:"1 
rrbach Ditch ................................. _ ... D 308 1882 .5 ............ ! }!)()'!) GO 1:"1 

~ 
Lyngholm Ditch ................................ D 337 1894 1. 1013 35 10 .. 
Runge Ditch No. 1 .......................... D 339 1880 1. 26.~.00 ·1U14 I. 130 80 100 Private 
Runge Ditch No. 2 .......................... D 338 1882 .7 240.00 1914 .7 100 30 100 Pri>ate 
·Jeke's Ditch ............... D 329 1891 1.2 1000.GO UIU 1.2 250 !10 !10 .40 PriTate 
Adams & Tobin ...................... D 368 1878 1. r>OO.UO ; l!)Ofi 140 

Trognitz Canal ......... D 3fl5 i 1890 1.2 375.00 !1!)14 .G 150 80 80 .15 Private 
Borquist Canal ............ D 300 1879 .5 1200.00 'wH .5 100 50 50 .40 Private 
Borq\list Canal .................................. D 301 1887 1. (1) 1WH I. 100 90 00 .30 Private 

Bordwell Ditch ................................ D 302 1875 I. 1025.00 i 19!1 75 ..... " •••• 1 



STATUS OF CANALS AI,O:SG THE J,ODGE POLE CREF;K-( Continued) 

I 
No. Built Cost 0p('ra1ed I Acreage +M. tJj 

---

ru~~~~j 
·------' & 0.• 0 Year :Mile Irrig. H('pts 1912 

Y1·. :\(il(' llit(·h ]\)}:! lUl-l > 
·----------·---·- -----··--· -------· --- ~ 

Bordwell Ditch ............ -...................... D 303 18i3 .7 500.00! mu .7 i 150' 30' 00 l?rivate 1:1 
Hale Ditch No. 2 .............................. 1 D 310 1887 .7 225.oo 1 1mo 100: ····--······ i ·-----······ ·······---1 0 
Hale Ditch No. !.. .......... D 318 '1887 .3 300.00: 1900 ~~ 1·::::·.· .. :::: i ·····.::··.··: 

"J 
IInle Ditch No. 5. ··············· D 322 I 1883 .3 55.fJO I c ..... 
Hale Ditch No. 3 .... 

.. :::.-.:.::1~ 320 '1883 .4 200.0011914 .41 50 i 201 20 Private ~ 
Hale Ditch No. 4 .. ..... 321 I 1883 .4' 310.001 wu .4 SO I 4o 1 40 Pri'vnte ~ 

140! 
..... 

t"pper "Thitney Ditch 316 1887 .8 500.(o()i 1914 .s HiO: 14() Private C'l 
'Vhitne~r Ditch D 317 1883 I. 600.00' 1014 I. ' 160: 140 1 160 I PriYate > 

>-3 
Krf'uger Ditch No. !. ................... D 324 '1~6 1. 200.00' 1914 1. 300 220 220 .10 Pri"mte 0 Krut?ger Ditch No. 1. A1301*, t 
Krueger Ditch No. 3 ............ D 323 ~ 1884 1. 200.(){) 1M4 I. 200! 60 m .50 Private z 
Krueger Ditch No. 2 .................... D 325 ! 1885 2. 715.00 1nu 2. 320 I !GO 2001 .20 Prin1te ~ 
Hie hard Krueger ............ D 968 1887 I. 200.00 WO!l RO Q 
)fcLaughlin Ditch ................ A 966 1887 .5 1!114 ,;) 120 100 100 Private 

~ Howard Ditch ............. D 336 1885 .5 ...... l!H4 .ri 100' 40 6n Private 
~ H.uttnf:>r Canal. A 906 100R .6 700.00 \ WJ.l .6 70 1 35 35 .40 Private 

Karl Huttner Ditch.' A 1~5fi* t I > 
········---·-········ · ···-iooo:oo ·1 i·;;i·4 ·--·---- >< 

Booth's Ditch ..... D 300 1883 2.5 2.~ :no! 00 180 l'riYate rn 
Tohin ll!tch ............. ID 330 '1888 1.0 500.00 j Hl14 1. 170' 50 liiO .35 Private > 
~'. Di('ker·son .............. ...................... D 007 1896 1. 500.00 i 1!ll4 I. 200 so 80 Private z 
Lehmkuhl ...... ..................................... W10 .5 .................... 1!11-l :::o :m 1:1 
F. Dickerson ....... D 969 I 1885 .5 200.00 11914 .5 80' 80' 80 Private 

1:1 Libby Ditch ................. ·D 312 1879 0 800.00: 1914 2. 140' 140 140 Private ...................... 
~ 

Oherfelder Ditch ................................ D 333 1876 .5 800.00 . 1914 .5 40 40 40
1 

Private > 
Oherfelder Ditf'h ................... D 306 1886 .7 600.00 11914 ,7 I 140 140' 140 Private ..... 
Persinger Ditch ................................ D 297 1880 1.6 500.00 i 1914 1.6 320 200 200 Private z 

> Bullock Canal .................................... A 437 1898 .6 150.00 i 1912 ........ 70 40 1.00 C'l 
w. c. Bullock .................................... D 296 1887 1. 300.00' 1900 70 i'J 
"rilds Ditch ........................................ A 904 ; 1900 .6 ····--·------- i 1914 .6 120 i 70 60 I Private 
'Vertz Bros. Ditch .......................... A 600 1897 1. .................... i 1014 I. I 200 I 501 50 1.00 Private 

,_. 
~, 

"' 



STATUS O.F ('ASALS ALO:SH THE J.ODGE 1~01.E CREEK-(Continued) 

Xo. Built ('o~t OpprntPd ~\<'i't·n~e +~r.! 
----------- & 0. 
Year ·

1 
::\Iile ~ . l'ndf'l', Irri.~., Hepts 191:! 

--------·--·-------------~ I ~I :\lilP ~: l!H:! ~~-----
"·olf Ditch.. D 813- 188.) --.6-1 200.~0 'Hil-l I .6 140 1 70, 70 .20 1-::P-r-ch-·n_t_e_• ---------------
Wiegand Canal... A 5G.3 1890 1.21 500.1.)() .'H/14 1.:.! 120 1()() I 100 .......... Private 
\Vh:·gand Ditch No .. 3.. A1322 1900 .5! :!50.00 

1

1014 .3 60 30, 30 Private 
'\"iegan<l Ditch Xo. '' A 1323 , 191-l 
~lt'Aulilfe l>itdo.. D 814 '1884 ···i·:~ 

1

1 .... i:()(;:;;o li914 1. 160 60 60 

::\ll'Auliffe ................................... 1911 ,, .................. itn14 .i HiO ~J1 80 
.JohiJSOil Ditch..... A 612 1901 .7 i 300.00

1
Ull4 .7 :!00 Hi-0 140 

Xl'uman Ditch. A 611 u <> 2200.00 HH4 2. [i80 400 
Halton ............................ .................... A 847 1907 ;·.:! ! $ 2000.00 1914 :!.::! 700 i [100 500 

.7j ................... 19H I .7 ~0030 i ·······4·00···· ~~' 
A &~2 1907 1. _ 

1

' soo.ro 19H · 1. , ~ 

I A 1:!37 : 1913 ,i) : 1914 I .3 140 ......... . 

:\'Pntnan C. S. ~o. 1 and 2. 
J{altou .......................... .. 
:-->oflerquist Dite.... .. ............... . 

A 565 

140 I 

.:.!0 

Private 
Private 
Private 
Pumping 
Private 

.......... I Private 

.......... ; Private 

........ ' Private 
~a~land Ditch ......................... . A 661 190"! .u j 250.00 1VH I .u 100 I 30 00 i .......... 

1 
Private 

.\850 0 ::::::::i .... 1 ~mith Ditch ... 
I 

. ..... I 

' Totals; ... - 144.5 ' $ 2VG7V4.00 120.U 20&ll 10010 15164 

plant 
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VIEWS OF TRI -STATE DIVERSION DAl\1 AND PREVENTI~G WASH 
BELOW BY 1\IEANS OF BRUSH ~IATT AND ROCK 



STATUS OF CANALS AI,ONG THE TRIBUTARIES OF LODGE POJ,E CREEK 

Xo. Built i Cost Ovcrated i Acreage +~I. :1 

--------------- i ----IIi __ Y_e_a_r ___ ,-~-i-Je -!---~'- Y~-.. _-~--~-~-il-el-f,7;;:;_-i~W:. ·~· ~~YF_!_~_\)_?_2_~ ____________ _ 

SPRING CREEK 

Private Ditch ........ i D ~;);; 19131' 10 i ......... ' • .. I 

SPRING BRANCH I 
Spring Branch Diteb....... . ..... ! A 623 1900 darn $ 100.00 1914 I 

! 
. ........ '.rhe dam simply sub-... :. 

SPRING CREEK 
Olwrfelder Ditch. I, D 307 1876 1.5 160 

i 

sol 
[irrigates 

150 Pri'\"ate 
Oberfel.rler ...... . ············ 1&% 

1.5 
2 da ms 

~000.00 WH 
400.00 WH 

Totals I == 160 80 I' 

Dams sub irrig-ate some 
[land 

3500.00 1..5 
HRY DRA\l' 
Fifield Ditch ..................... . A Hl91 _' ____ .. _ ... _ .. _· __ .. _ ... _ .. _ ... _ .. _ ... _1_9_1_2_,1, ___ .. _ .. _ .. _ ... _ ... ! .......... .. 

* Water right pending. 
t No further information antilahle. 
+ Maintenance and Operation. 
o No construction work done. 
(1) All data included under ditch A727. 
(2) Water for original lands diverted through the Kinney 

e Ditch not used for years. 
U An additional water for ditch (number). 
e An e:xtensioll to ditch (number). 
u S1ill under construction. 
(3) Cost of D301 included with cost of D300. 

and New Ruttner ditches. 



SUMMARY OF CANALS IN SOUTH PLATTE DRAINAGI<; BASIN 

SOt:TH PLATTE RIVER .. . 
Fremont Slough ................................................. . 
Lodge Pole Creek ............................................... . 
Tributaries of Lodge Pole Creek: 

Spring Creek ................................................... . 
Spring Branch ....... - ........................................ . 
Spring Creek ................................................... . 

Total ........................................................... .. 

Canals Built [ ___ _ 
; Mile- 1 Acreage 

No. age Covered Cost 

17 
1 

88 

1 
dam 

1 

108 

1()!.6' 
3.4' 

144.5 

33,332 ! $ 96,825 
500: 

20,8911 

r~02 

!.!96,794 

10 ................. .. 

'""1'.'5 1 

.............. 1601 ]()() 

3,400 
' ' 

54,893.$ 397,711 

Canals Operated, 19H 
-------------· 

' 
Mile- Acreage 

No. age co,·ered 

4 39.5 20,492 I 

. .................. I 
70 120.9 19,695 I 

1' 1.5 
· ......... 16o I 

-~ ----
I 75' 161.9 40,347 i 

Acreage Acreage 

Irrigated 1914 
1912 Reported 

9,200' 17,318 

]0,()10 15.H.i4 

··················· ···················· 
··················· ···················· 

811 150 
-~--· 

19,290 I 32,632 
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IRRIGATION IN THE PLATTE RIVER DRAINAGE BASIN 

The first irrigation enterprise undertaken within the state was lo
cated within this valley. In 1866 John Burke built a canaJ at Fort Mc
Pherson, about 16 miles east of the present site of North Platte, and 
raised vegetables which were sold to the fort. The Kearney Water and 
Electric Power Company built a canal and a power plant in 1882, and 
while this was not built as an irrigation plant, water was rented to the 
farmers residing under the canal during later years. No further at
tempts were made at irrigation until the early nineties, when irrigation 
enterprises, mostly of a gigantic order, were promoted. These enter
prises proposed to irrigate nearly every foot of the valley between the 
head of the river, just east of the town of North Platte, and the ter
ritory lying to the east of Kearney. It was during this time that most of 
the canals along the river were built. 

There are twenty-two existing appropriations from the river, total
ing 4,703.72 second-feet. Of this number all but six either have been 
completely abandoned or have not been used for years. 

Twenty canals were built prior to 1899 at a cost of $367,424, and a 
maximum of 30,000 acres were irrigated at one time. The dry period in 
the early nineties was followed by a period in which fair crops could 
be raised in average years. The result was that no new contracts could 
be made, and the farmers who had contracted for water refused to pay 
the maintenance and operation charges. Nearly all the canals were 
owned by stock companies in which the landowners owned no stock, and as 
the canals did not produce any revenue the companies were forced into 
bankrU'ptcy and the canals finally were abandoned. In addition, many 
farmers have become prosperous without irrigation. 

The following statement shows the extent to which irrigation en
terprises within this valley have been abandoned: 



Canals Built Canals Operated, W14 .\creage Acreage 
------------ -- -----··-- ------

Mile- Acreage 
' I 

)file- Acreage Irrigated 1914 
No age Co'"ered Cnst Xo. age Co'"erell 1912 Reported 

----
PL.\ TTl<~ RI\".ER ----I 20 226.6 22l,H)'tl:::; 

! 

:~G7 .4:!4 G 100 152,:.!00 9,000 29,671 

,,~hitl' Horse Creek ... ., 
8021- -> 802 

l'awneP CrPPk .. 3 ;;_;:-, 1,!tUlj :--:.71;-, 3 7:!0 I 700 I 700 
Buffalo ( "r('ek .. 1.5 iiJO 

I 
........................... 601 .. ................. 

"'ood l-ti\'('1'. 1151- -~~~I -- 115 

22-t177 I~ ----- -----
TotaL 27 2:~:-:.G 371.&":-~) HI 103 133.0:3;:'~ 9,700 31,2&S 
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The American Beet Sugar Company has a factory at Grand Island. 
During the season of 1912, 36,000 tons of beets were delivered to this 
factory. Thirty-five thousand tons were delivered in 1913, and the 
quantity that will be delivered in 1914 is estimated as 42,000 tons. Some 
of the beets are sh>pped from a·s far as Hitchcock county in the south
west corner of the state. Under the present contracts, a flat rate of $5 
per ton is paid for the beets. 

CANALS ALONG THE PLATTE RIVER 

LINCOLN AND DAWSON COUNTIES IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
(D-687). The Lincoln and Dawson Counties Irrigation District was or
ganized in 1895. The enterprise proposed to divert water from the river 
about six miles east of the town of North Platte and deliver it to land 
lying north of Gothenburg, by constructing a canal 40 miles long 
through the sand-hill·country to the north of the river. The estimated 
cost of construction of the project was $275,000. The district voted bonds 
to that amount but they never were issued. Some five miles of canal 
were opened up at the lower end and an expense of $11,000 was incurred. 
This amount was later raised by an assessment and the district was dis
solved. The project was not feasible on account of the necessity of 
carrying the water the great distance through the sand-hills before 
any beneficial use could have been made. 

GOTHENBURG SOUTH SIDE IRRIGATION COMPANY (D-681). 
The Gothenburg South Side Irrigation Company was organized with a 
capital stock of $40,,000, on November 9, 1894, and started with a paid-up 
capital of $12,000. Construction work was begun in 1894 and during 
that and the next year 15 miles of canal were completed at a cost of 
$20,000. The work was done largely by contract, but farmers who 
purchased water rights were allowed to work out a portion of the same. 
Water rights for 1,200 acres were sold at $5 each in work and cash. 
Water was run through the canal in the latter part of 1895, and a small 
acreage was irrigated. A maximum of 800 acres was irrigated during 
the next few years. A maintenance charge of 50 cents per acre was 
charged those holding water rights. Water was rented also at the rate 
of $1.50 per acre per season. The farmers were slow to purchase water 
rights as they relied upon the privilege of renting water during a dry 
season. As sufficient rain for the growing crops fell during the follow
ing years, those holding water rights would not use the water, and re
fused to pay the annual maintenance charge. With no income, the com
pany was forced into bankruptcy and the canal was sold. The canal has 
been completely abandoned and no attempt has been made to run water 
through it during the last twelve years. 

GOTHENBURG POWER AND IRRIGATION COMPANY (D-645). 
The Gothenburg Power and Irrigation Company built a canal 10 miles 
long, a storage lake covering 25 acres, and a power plant at Gothenburg 
during the years 1890-91. The Gothenburg Light and Power Company 
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has since acquired this •property. The Gothenburg Irrigation Company, 
a subsidiary, was incorporated with a capital stock of $30,000, and ex
tended the canal east from the lake for a distance of 20 miles.' Approxi
mately 10 miles of distributing laterals were built. This system was 
capable of irrigating 12,000 acres and cost approximately $25,000. 
Water rights are sold for $10 per acre, with a fixed annual maintenance 
charge of 50 cents per acre. Water also is rented for the season at $1.50 
per acre-foot. During the season of 1914 about 4,820 acres were irri
gated. There are 17% miles of main canal and laterals in operation at 
present. 

FARMERS AND MERCHANTS CANAL {D-622). The Farmers 
and Merchants Irrigation Company was incorporated in 1894, with a 
capital stock of $25,000. Construction work was begun in August, 1894, 
and by December the company was in debt $15,000. The company was 
re-organized with a •paid-up capital stock of $64,000, and the work of 
construction was pushed forward during the years 1895-96. Thirty-two 
miles of main canal and about 50 miles of distributing laterals were 
completed. This company never issued any bonds, but it borrowed $30,-
000 and gave a mortgage on the canal as security. One precinct of 
Dawson county voted and issued $17,000 in bonds to aid the construc
tion. The cost of the entire system was approximately $110,000. At 
first water rights were sold at $5 per acre, then were reduced to $3.50, 
and finally raised to $8. The maintenance and operation charge was 
fixed at 50 certs per acre. Water rights for 8,000 acres were sold. This 
system was built to water 80,000 acres. The company finally became finan
cially involved, foreclosure proceedings followed, and the canal was sold 
in 1913. Owing to the pending litigation and the non-use of the canal, 
the company was unable to maintain the bridges on the county roads. 
The county refused to maintain these bridges and issued orders to the 
road supervisors to tear up the bridges and fill in the ditch. For a num
ber of years the road crossing six miles east of Cozad was filled in. 

The Dawson County Irrigation Company was organized in September 
1913, with $5,000 common stock, and $25,000 ·preferred stock, of which the 
former was all paid in. This company purchased the canal system, and 
during the fall of 1913 and spring of 1914 re-constructed the system, 
replaced worn-out structures, built bridges across the roads, and re
opened the canal. During the season of 1914 water was run through about 
60 miles of main canal and laterals. The company is willing to recognize 
all old water rights, provided all back maintenance and operation charges 
are paid in full and some of the old rights have taken advantage of this 
policy. Water rights are now sold as follows: Ten dollars per acre, 
with annual maintenance and operation charge of $1 per acre, or $5 per 
acre with an annual maintenance and CYperation charge of $1.50 per acre, 
this charge to be reduced 10 cents per acre for every 10,000 acres sold 
until the charge is $1 per acre. 

The following tables show thP status of the canals along the 
Platte river and its tributaries: 

• 

• 

• 

• 



STATUS OF CA~ALS ALONG THE PLATTE RIVER 

No. Built Cost 
=======.=\=c=re=,=,,=,e=========+=~=l=.f~====~=============== 

I ('lldl'i" ll'l'i1!". ; Year Mile I 
1 ___ 1 _____ _ 

\"!'. \li]('' llitdl 1!11:! 
H(•p1~ 

1 ~) 1-l 

L•'nrrners n. and Canal Co .. 
Lincoln & Dawson C's 
Apph:.•fonl Canal.. .. 
Appleford Canal 

1} GOO 
D 6.1)7 

18!14 I 38. . $ 25()(Xl.OO 
1sno ;;_ 11000.()(1 

~laxwell Canal.. 
~Iaxwell Canal.. 
:\IcCullough Ditch ... 
Uothenburg S. S. I. Co .. 
Gothenburg P. & I. Co .... 
Six :\.lite Ditch ... 
Bool;;er Canal 
Cozad Canal 
Or(•bartl and .\lfalfa ... . 
South Side lrr. Co .. . 
Farmers & Merchants .... . 
Farmers Irr. Co ............ . 
Lexington S. S. Ditch ....... . 
Platte H. J. Co. Canal 
Farmers Cnion Canal 
Kearney W. & E. P. Co ............... . 

J) 674 1SH4 
D 6!}0 '18!}5 
]) li~-· ,,, 1898 
.-\ 111.S* 
D G'iU 1895 
D 681 18!14-5 
D G45h 1894 
D 6tO 1895 
]) 6:!5 1sn4 
n 62G 1893 
D 6~7 189() 

~ 1~~~· I !s;j~~o--
D 621 '18U3 
A ;)76 
J) 62! 
D 623 
D10"3 

I 1SHG 
1~\)4 

1882-3 
Farmers CanaL......................... D 628 : lSU-!-5 
Leroy Sides ....................................... 

1 
D 629 1

1 
== 1 

···4·.·; i 

15.' 
26. 

7.5 
u: 

~1. 

16. 

32. 
G 

10. 
1.3 

11. I 
16. I 

3.5 

3. i 

400(),0() l!HJ'..! I 

z 
10000.00 WI-! 

3000.00 c 
20000.00 1~02 

25000.00 l~lH 

3600.00 IH14 
300.00 18!)7 

07500.00 l\11-l 
20000.00 woo 

.................... 

11()0()(),()() HH4 
4.-100.00 1!.100 

.. .................. W05 
3668.00 J,"H8 

13816.00 l~H8 
........... -....... WH 

15000.00 11 >'97 
1()40 00 c 

367424.00 

. .... I 

5. 

:!G. 
;;, 

HJ. 

:12. 

1~01Kl 

HKJ() 

:!500 500 
720 

~100 i ....... 

l:WOO 
30)00 ;)lJ()() 4R21 

1610 1700 
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IRRIGATION IN THE REPUBLICAN RIVER DRAINAGE BASIN 
The irrigated area within this valley consists of a narrow strip 

broken by unirrigated gaps, that extends on both sides of the river from 
the state line eastward to the vicinity of McCook. No water is diverted, 
however, from the river east of the vicinity of Culbertson. The first irri
gation enterprise from the river itself was a small ditch built in the vi
cinity of McCook by Andrew Carson in 1888, but the Phelan Ditch, built 
in 1882, was the first ditch within the drainage basin of the river. All 
the canals along the river were built during the dry years of 1888 to 1896, 
with the exception of the Rupert ditch, which is now being built by a 
mutual stock company composed of farmers residing in the vicinity of 
Trenton. 

Canals Along the Republican River 
There are forty existing appropriations from the river, totaling 

over 982.79 second-feet. Of this number sixteen either have been 
abandoned or have not been used for a number of years; no construction 
work has been done upon two; two have been sold and transferred to 
another canal; one is under construction; and one is used for creating 
an ice pond. No data could be obtained regarding seven of the appro
·priations. 

The banks of the river are low, but the bed of the stream is com
posed of a shifting quicksand which makes it costly to construct a perm
anent dam. Usually the farmers simply construct dams of brush aml 
straw across the river when the flow becomes low. 

Twenty-five canals have been built along the river, but only nine of 
these were operated during 1914. Of this number three were operated 
as private ditches, one by a corporation, two by mutual stock companies, 
and one as a partr.crship ditch. One hunch·cd anc\ sixty-four and one
tenth miles of canal have been built, but only 62 miles were in operation 
in 1914, and out of 41,640 acres which lie below the canals as constructed, 
only 23,140 acres were irrigable from the canals in operation in 1914. 

One of the main lines of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy railroad 
traverses this valley, and the railway facilities to Denver and eastern 
markets are good. 

HAIGLER LAND AND CANAL COMPANY (D-1025). The Colo
rado and Nebraska Farmers Company was organized by farmers and 
made a survey for a canal which would tap the North fork of the Re
publican river in Colorado and irrigate a body of land lying on the south 
side of the stream in both Colorado and Nebraska. 

The Haigler Land and Canal Company was organized with a capital 
stock of $50,000. This company acquired the rights of the Colorado and 
Nebraska Farmers Company, and in 1890 re-surveys were made and a 
canal was built to Arickaree creek, a distance of 14 miles. Here the 
canal divided, one branch turning up the valley for a short distance and 
the other flumed across the creek. The flume was 4,000 feet long, had 
a maximum height of 48 feet, and cost $8,000. This flume was hard to 
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maintain. It was blown down by high wind, rebuilt, and then struck by 
lightning and burned and never rebuilt. There are 6,470 acres of irri
gable land lying below the canal, 1,050 of which are located in Colorado. 
During 1912, 85 per cent of this acreage was under cultivation. The 
company was adjudicated, 15 second-feet of water by Colorado for the 
acreage lying within that state· and 77 second-feet by Nebraska for 
the acreage lying in that state. 

Water rights for 1 second-foot have been sold for $400 cash. ·The 
water supply is good except during the hot months of July and August. 

The Haigler Land and Canal Company built a second canal on the 
south side of Arickaree creek in 1892. This canal taps the creek in 
Colorado, and extends down the valley 21 miles. It is 60 feet lower 
than the canal built from the North Fork of the Republican river. Arick
aree creek has no normal flow, but it v:ac the intention to supnlement 
what flow there is with the supply brought from the north fork of the 
Republican river. After the destruction of the flume by lightning, the 
canal on the south side of the creek was abandoned. 

The company also built a third canal known as the North Side Ditch, 
on the north side of the north fork of the Republican river. The head
gates were located in Colorado and the canal was built through a very 
sandy country for a distance ·of 18 miles at a cost of $8,000. On account 
of the sandy country traversed, no irrigation was ever attempted and 
the canal was abandoned. 

The cost of construction of the three canals was $50,000, and only 
the first mentioned is in operation at present. Corn, sugar beets and 
alfalfa are the principal crops-grown under this canal. 

DUNDY COUNTY DITCH (D-118). The Dundy County Irrigation 
Company was organized in 1890, and 21 shares, with a par value of $500 
were subscribed by the water users. Each share represented the right 
to 1 second-foot of water. The company posted a notice of appropriation 
on November 22, 1890, at a point on the north bank of the stream in Sec
tion 24, Township 1 north, Range 39 west. Construction was begun im
mediately and during 1891, eleven miles of canal were built, the work 
being done almost entirely by the stockholders. The cost of the canal 
was $4,500, of which $1,500 was spent in the construction of headgateil 
and three flumes. The company extended the canal 2'4 miles in 1894 
at a cost of $700. During the first five years of operation the cost of 
maintenance almost equalled the first cost of the canal, and the two 
lower flumes were allowed to become dila-pidated. At the present time 
only six miles of canal, including the upper flume, are in operation. On 
account of the shifting sands of the river bed the company does not at
tempt to maintain a dam across the river, but when the flow becomes 
low they construct a temporary dam of brush and straw. The average 
cost of maintenance is about $300 per year. 

.. 
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REPUBLICAN RIVER IRRIGATION DITCH (D-147). The Repub
lican River Irrigation Company was organized in 1894, with a capital 
stock of $2,000, consisting of twenty shares, all of which were subscribed 
for by the landowners under the proposed ditch. The stockholders built 
eight miles of ditch during 1894 at a cost of $2,500. A maximum irri
gated area of 600 acres was attained during the next few years. The 
ownership of this canal has changed often and the owners never have 
kept the ditch in repair or attempted to operate it to any great extent. 
It was last operated during the season of 1909. 

DELAWARE-HICKMAN DITCH (D-157). The Delaware-Hickman 
Ditch Company was organized in 1895 with a capital stock of $5,000. 
The company posted a notice of appropriation on the south bank of the 
river in Section 17, Township 1 north, Range 37 west, on January 7, 
1895, and during that year eight miles of canal were built at a cost of 
$5,000. This ditch has not been operated every year, but the upper 
four miles has been kept in repair so that it could be used during a dry 
year. The cost of keeping the ditch in this condition is about $100 per 
year. The greater portion of the expense is caused by the shifting sands 
of the river at the headgates. There are about 1,400 acres lying below 
the canal, but only 940 acres can be irrigated from the portion kept 
in repair. 

TRENTON FARMERS DITCH (D-5; A-1055). The farmers under 
the ditch organized the Trenton Farmers Irrigation Association in 1894, 
and during that fall built eight miles of canal at a cost of $4,525. Water 
never was conveyed farther than six miles, as a flume at that •point was 
never built. On account of the shortage of the water supply in the 
river, the farmers became discouraged and abandoned the ditch. Dur
ing the past few years the land under this canal has cha'!lged hands and 
a new application has been made for a water right. The old right of 
way has been taken possession of, and the upper six miles have been 
cleaned at a cost of $4,700. There are 1,100 acres below the ditch, but 
only 335 acres were irrigated this past season. 

MEEKER CANAL (D-4, 7, 8, 9). The Meeker canal heads on the 
south bank of the river just below the mouth of Frenchman river, east of 
Culbertson. Nineteen miles of canal were built during the year 1891-92. 
Two precincts of Red Willow county voted and issued $10,000 in bonds 
to aid the construction. The balance of the money for the construction 
was raised by the builders on personal notes. 

In 1893 the McCook Irrigation and Water Power Company was or
ganized with a capital stock of $50,000, and took over the canal. The 
company extended the canal 3 '-h miles, but this portion was later 
abandoned, on account of the excessive cost of maintenance. The company 
purchased the Carson ditches, Nos. 1 and 2, holding prior rights and 
abandoned them, transferring the water rights to the Meeker canal. The 
cost of construction of the system was $50,000 . 
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Water rights for 160 acres were formerly sold for $2,000, but the 
price has been advanced to $35 an acre. In addition, there is an annual 
maintainence charge of $1 per acre. There are paid-up water rights for 
2,400 acres under the canal. Water is rented to non-holders of water 
rights. At first the rental was $1 per acre, but it has been advanced to 
$2, $3 and finally to $3.50 per acree in 1912. There are 10,000 acres 
lying below this canal and 3,950 acres were irrigated during 1911, 4,200 
acres during 1912, and 2,561 acres during 1914. The principal crops 
raised are alfalfa, sugar beets, corn, wheat and potatoes. 

CAMBRIDGE AND ARAPAHOE IRRIGATION AND IMPROVE
MENT COMPANY CANAL (D-89). Construction o~ this canal was be
gun in the latter part of 1891. The company was organized, eastern 
parties holding the stock and bonds, and acquired the rights to the 
canal. Construction work was prosecuted continuously until 1894, when 
16 miles of canal had been completed at a cost of $30,000. 

The canal was operated for a period of seven years, and during that 
time a maximum acreage of 700 acres, out of the 12,000 acres lying below 
the canal, was irrigated. 

This canal has been completely abandoned. The chief difficulties 
encountered were: The river is usually dry during the hot months of 
summer and no water supply can be deperlded on, and the topography of 
the country traversed was unfavorable to the construction, maintenance 
and operation of the canal. The country crossed by the canal is cut by 
numerous deep canyons which had to be crossed by flumes or fills. 
Heavy rains upon the uplands caused floods down the canyons and where 
the canal was built across, these floods either would fill the canal with 
sedimentary wash from the hillsides, or would wash out the fills. 

The following table shows the status of the canals along the Re
publican river: 

• 
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STATUS OF CASALS ALONG THE REPUBLICAN RIVER 
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CANALS FROM THE FRENCHMAN RIVER 
The most important irrigated section of the valley is between Pali

sade and the mouth of the river, the irrigated area in the upper part of 
the valley being in scattered tracts. The soil within the valley is of an 
alluvial deposit and is very fertile and productive. 

Two irrigation enterprises, the Harlem and the Aberdeen ditches, 
were completed during 1887. These ditches were both located in the 
upper section of the valley. The Culbertson canal, the largest enterprise 
within the valley, was the first enterprise undertaken in the lower sec
tion of the valley. 

There are 38 existing appropriations from the river, totaling 430.53 
second-feet. Six of the appropriations either have been abandoned or 
have not been used for a number of years; ten were merely for exten
sions or enlargements of existing ditches; and no construction has been 
done on two. Data could not be obtained regarding five of the appro
priations. 

The banks of the river are low and in the upper section of the 
valley the river bed either is rock or a course gravel, while in the lower 
section the bed is a fine sand formation. Ordinary dams are hard to 
maintain in the lower section, but this difficulty has been overcome in a 
number of cases by constructing dams large enough to divert the entire 
flow, all the water being run through the upper portion of the canal 
and the excess wasted back into the old channel. 

There have been 17 canals built along the river, but only 14 of these 
were in operation during 1914. The principal crops grown under irri
gation are alfalfa, sugar beets, wheat, corn and potatoes. 

During 1914 nearly 2,000 acres located in the lower section of the 
valley were planted to sugar beets. The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
railroad has a branch line extending up this valley, and the railway fa
cilities are fairly good. 

MARANVILLE DITCH (D-70-71). This ditch is 4'h miles long and 
was built in 1895 at a cost of $5,000 by three partners. The canal heads 
about 9 or 10 miles west of Champion. There are 480 acres lying below 
this ditch and this acreage is usually irrigated each season. It is planted 
to alfalfa and grain. 

INMAN DITCH (D-791; A-436). Two and one-half miles of this 
ditch were built as a private ditch in 1895. In January, 1896, the Inman 
Ditch and Irrigation Company was organized with a capital stock of 
$1,450, and the ditch purchased. Each share represented the water rigpt 
to 10 acres, and had a par value of $25. The ditch was extended 4'h 
miles at a cost of $2,700, or about $1,250 more than was at first anti
cipated. This deficiency was raised by the shareholders who contributed 
according to the number of shares held. There are 780 acres lying below 
this ditch, but water rights for only 461 acres have been granted and 
450 acres were irrigated during 1914. Each shareholder does his pro-
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portionate share of cleaning the ditch. In addition, the land is assessed 
25 cents an acre to pay for a ditch rider during the irrigating season. 

CHAMPION WATER POWER AND IRRIGATION DITCH (D-47). 
This ditch is seven miles long and was constructed in 1891 with $4,500 
donated by Champion precinct of Chase county. The ditch was found to 
have too small a capacity, and was enlarged by an individual at a cost 
of $3,000. Later it was sold for $5,800. It has been extended three miles 
and now covers some 2,700 acres, the greater portion of which was irri
gated in 1914. 

FULLER DITCH (D-62). This ditch was built in 1894. It headed 
about two miles above Wauneta and was 6'h miles long. It was intended 
to irrigate 1, 750 of the 2,000 acres lying below the ditch. The first cost 
of construction was $5,000, and an additional $5,000 was spent during the 
next ten years trying to operate and maintain it. Water was run to 
within 1 'h miles of the end, but the activity of the gophers caused wash
out after washout, and the ditch finally was abandoned. 

FOLLETT AND KROTTER DITCH (A-705, 720, 975). Four miles 
of ditch were built in 1900. A power plant was built some distance be
low the headgates and the entire flow of the river is diverted through the 
canal to this point. All water not used for irrigation passes through 
the power plant and is returned to the river channel. The irrigation 
system cost $8,000, and covers 850 acres. In addition, power is used 
for pumping water to 250 acres. About 900 of the 1,100 acres under 
ditch were irrigated during 1914. 

FRENCHMAN VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT (D-24, 25, 29, 
30). Thirty-three miles of the Culbertson canal were built by small 
contracts during the years 1890-94 at a cost of $146,881. The r:cnal heads 
north of Palisade and the entire flow of the river is diverted by a dam 
and carried through the first mile of the canal. At this •point the canal 
crosses over Stinking Water creek in a combination flume and wa&teway 
which in reality is the headgates of the canal. Stinking Water creek 
flows along the east side of the valley of the Frenchman river. The bench 
on the east side of the creek rises rapidly and the west bank of the 
creek has been raised to the same elevation as that of the canal. The 
headgate structure is so constructed that the bed of the canal is some 
six or eight feet above the sill of the waste gates, which are on the same 
level as the bed of the creek. The flow in the canal is regulated by 
means of two wooden radial waste gates. When the gates are open the 
water returns to the river through th0 crrek; when they are closed the 
flows of the river and creek pass down the canal. 

From the headgates the canal gradually climbs the bluffs bordering 
the river valley, and finally emerges upon the table about four miles 
northwest of Culbertson. Within the stretch of territory between the 
headgate and a point a short distance beyond where the canal emerges 
upon the table, there are nine deep canyons. Formerly all of these were 
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crossed by wooden flumes. Later the canal was built around the head's 
of two of these canyons and the other seven flumes have been replaced by 
inverted steel siphons ranging in size from 72 to 48 inches in diameter and 
from 230 to 1,056 feet in length. 

Until1912 the canal was owned by an eastern man. No water rights 
were sold, water being rented for the season on a graduated scale. the 
prices per acre being as follows: Spring grains. $2; alfalfa, $2.50; sugar 
beets, $3.50; corn, one flooding, $2; fall grains, fall irrigation, $1.50; fall 
grains, spring irrigation, $2 and potatoes, 3. Annual contracts wer.. 
drawn in which the kinds of crops to be raised and the number of times 
to be irrigated were specified. 

A petition signed by 59 landowners was presented to the county 
commissioners of Hitchcock county, praying for the organization of an 
irrigation district. On January 15, 1912, the commissioners approved the 
petition and called an election for February 12. Later the commissionc 
ers declared the district duly organized, with an area of 9,730 acres. 
On August 6 bonds in the sum of $150,000 were voted, of which $90,000 
were paid for the canal and the remaining $60,000 were to be expended 
in betterments and improvements. One hundred and forty-one thousand 
dollars' worth of the bonds were sold at par and the other $9,000 at 96 
per cent. The district has completed a filing for a reservoir site on the 
Frenchman river for the construction of which $20,000 of the original 
bonds were to be used. A modern concrete structure costing $5,000 has 
been built to replace the old wooden headgate. 

For the purpose of levying assessments the lands are assessed upon 
valuations of $11, $13 and $15 per acre. The assessments in 1914 were 
91 mills for maintenance and operation and 67 mills to cover interest on 
bonds, making the cost per acre for water as follows: 

Land Operation Bonds 
Valuation and Maintenance and Interest Total 

$11 $1.001 $ .737 $1.738 
13 1.183 .871 2.054 
15 1.365 1.005 2.370 

Nine thousand five hundred and sixty-eight acres were taxed in 1914. 
The principal crops raised are sugar beets, alfalfa, small grains and po
tatoes. 

RIVERSIDE CANAL (D-18). The farmers under this canal at
tempted to form a company-the Riverside Canal and Irrigation Com
pany-but the organization was never perfected, and they have operated 
the canal under a mutual agreement whereby each acre constitutes a 
share. Six and one-half miles of canal were built in 1894, and an exten
sion of one mile in 1897, the entire cost of construction being $3,000. The 
canal was built somewhat upon the plans followed in the construction 
of the Culbertson canal. The entire flow of the river is diverted by a 
dam about three miles east of Beverly, and conducted through a new 
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channel for about three-fourths of a mile, at which point the headgates 
and waste gates are located. The excess water is here wasted back 
into the old channel of the river. This canal covers 1,200 acres lying in 
the valley, of which 694 acres were irrigated in 1914. All operation 
charges are assessed upon the land represented in the agreemnt. The 
charge for 1912 was 40 cents per acre. The principal crops raised are 
alfalfa, sugar beets, wheat and potatoes. The partiejl under this canal 
have attempted to form an irrigation district, but so far no organization 
has been consumated. •· 

FARMERS CANAL (D-10). This ditch was started as a private 
enterprise in 1893. In 1904 the Farmers Canal Company was organized 
with a capital stock of $10,000, and the stock divided among farmer 
owners and their wives. During that year a canal five miles long was 
built at a cost of $4,000. This canal heads about four miles above 
Culbertson, and covers 709 acres of land, all of which is usually irrigated 
each season. The cost of maintenance and operation is about $300 per 
year, or about 42 cents per acre. The acreage under this canal is planted 
to alfalfa, potatoes, sugar beets and small grains. 

The following table shows the status of canals along the Frenchman 
river, its tributaries and other tributaries of the Republican river: 

i 

• 



STATUS OF CANALS ALONG FRENCHMAN RIVER 

No. 
I I I 

--~~ Cost OpPI':tte_tl __ A:_~~ge ___ l i~:] 

j 1 lr: ).ll1e 1 Dttf'h 1JL Hn-! ] ___________ _ 
Year 1 Mile . , 1 l't~der l'';r1.7· H0pts 

1

1912 

Arterburn Res---------------------------·········! A1~42 [ t 1
1 

...... ! ...... ·---·-

1 
............ ! .. .... .... ............ . ....... . 

~Iaranville Ditch ................................ 1

1 

D 70 , 18U5 1 4.5 : $ 5000.00 1H14 4.5 480 I 405 -!SO 

Maranville Ditch................................ D 7~ I d-D70 ........ I ······-··-········ 
1 

············] 

Imuan Heservotr ................................ , A 114~ i o ........... . 
Inman Ditch... D 79 '1895-6 7. 8150.00 HlH 7. 780 4{)1 450: 
Inman Ditch...... A 436 d-D79 ................... . 
Kilpatrick Res. 1... ................... A 1108 ................... . 
Kilpatrick Res. Ditch...... Al160 t .................... 1914-
Cllarnpion \V. P & I. Ditch ........ D ·-"7 1891 10. 8500.00

1 
Wl-:1: 

Xorth Si1le In-igation Ditch .\_ 2-:lG 1894 1.3 300.00 j HIH 
Ilokl!s P. and P. Plant.. .-\.1094 t _______________ 1!H-i 
Sllallcnllerger Canal............. A 4:!3 1889 .7 300.00 lriH 
A1Jer1Ieen Ditch............... D 50 1887 <) 1600.00 l!n-t-
. \.!Jerdeen Ditch..... D 68 d-D50 
Extension Aberdeen Canal.. .......... A1117 d-DCS 
Harvey Reservoir.............................. A 1304 
Harlem Ditch........................... D 56 
Harlem Ditch...................................... D 67 
North Side Guernsey Ditch ........ D 74 
South Side Guernsey Ditch ........ : D 75 
Fuller Ditch ........................................ ; D 62 
Oliver Bros......................................... A 1285 

t 
1887 
d-D56 
1893 
1897 
1894 
1913 

Wise Ditch ....................................... ____ D 42 
1
' 1895 

Wm. Hagerman................................ A 935 1896 
Follett & Krotter ............................ A 705 i 1903 
Follett & Krotter............................ A. 720 d-A700 
Follett & Krotter.............................. A 975 d-A705 

5.i 

1.5 
4. 
6.5 
t 
1.2 
1. 
4. : 

Krotter P. P. No. 2........................ A1046 t , ........ i 

Krotter P. P. No. 3 .................. ·-··· A 1047 t j ········[ 

5000.00 1914 

2000.00 1901l 
8000.00 1909 
5000.90 190-! 

ln14 
340.00 189~ 
250.00 

8000.00 19H 

10. 
1.~ 

.. 
2 . 

-!. 

4. 

1~l49 

2700 
fJfJ 
19 

12() 

30i i 

2UO 

300 
1680 
2000 
215 

80 
80 

1100 

1000 

. ........... ! 

............ 1 

1349 
2i09 

95 
19 

124 
307 

241 

80 
190 

215' 

1000 1028 

·······:::::i ::::::::·:::1 

Partnership 

. 25 ~!utual Stock Co . 

1.00 Pr·ivate 

Private 

::::::::I 
-----···-·i 



STATL"S 01' CA~ALS ALONG FRENCHMA'S RIVER-(('ontinued) 

Xo. Ruilt Co~t f "Jl"•·ntt"'_ _ _ Acreage __ _ 

-
--------------- ,' ______ /_ Year· _r' .. )Iile I I ruder i Irrig. Repts ~ ____ Yr. I ~lilc .

1 

Ditch 1912 1914 I 

{ 

i n u 1800-4 33. :::1::4::688::::::1::··.00:::: 11914 :l3.""",- 9678 11• 8250 - 941s
1

i 
Cnll)('rtson Irrigathm and / r

1
l> ~-~ ; dd=D

0
;

4
4 ·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·. i 

\Yater Power Co. CanaL.... .,. _ 
! D 30 1 d-D24 ..... ' : 

Frenehnllln VailPy Irr. Canal.. .. I A1:{64"' t ..... 1. . ........... ! ••••.... I 
FrPuehmnn Yallt>y.. ···············--, J) !l8 18!>4--3 2.5 ....... 1 1:',04

);-, , 600 
(~l)kl'l" EX1('11SiOil.. 

Hin•rxidl' Canal 
Farme1·s Canal .. 

* \Yater rig-ht pending. 

__ I~ 7~~ 100~-7 7.5 ·······5ooo~ooiJ-~;1·:i 1 7.;j ··1200! ··--··:;so! ·--··6u41 
.. 'I n 10 ' 1s94 u. 4000 oo t•tu ;:;_ 700: 100. 7ool. 

$ ~3321 .. 00,1 ... · ..... ----,-.-1 ' 
I Totals 

1 

•••••••••••••• 97.4 ..;v 79.0 I 2:{796 
1 

12'-;596 ' 18108 ! 
------~------------~--------~---

C'ollstruetion never completed. 
-+- )lnintPuanee and operation. 

+M;] 
& 0.1 
1912: 

3.:l0 Now Irrigation District 

---··:4(~ I Agreement 

.42 ·: Stock Company 

ll- An ndditional water rig-ht f(lr ditch (number). 
o Xo r(lnstruction work done. ~- Xo ful·tht•r information anlilahlt:>. 

• • 

~ 
t<J 
'1:1 
0 
~ 
t-3 
0 
"'J 
r:n 
t-3 
> 
t-3 
t<J 
t<J z 
Cl ..... 

1 z 
t<J 
t<J 
~ 

~ 
-; 
J 

_ij 



STATUS OF CANALS ALONG THE STINKING WATER CREEK 
(A tributary of Frenchman River) 

Cost 

d- D72 

tl:l 
0 
> 
:>i 
t:l 

0 
>-rj 

...... 
:>i 
:>i ...... 
C'l 
> 
>-3 ...... 
0 _z 
~ ...... 
C'l 
~ 
~ 
> 
><: 
!Zl 

> z 
t:l 

t:l 
:>i 
> ...... z 
> 
C'l 
l':l 

..... .... 
<;>1 



S'I'ATUS OF CAXALS ALOXG OTHER 'CRIBUT.'\RIES OF THE REPUBLICAX RI\'ER 

Xo. Built I 

------' 
Year ~Iile I 

Cost I)JH'latf-'d +~!. 
& 0. 

I 
l:ndel~- Irrig~\lteptR! 1912 

Yr. :\liiP Viteh 191:! . 1914 
------------:··--- ------'----1------------------------·-

ROCK CREEK 
Ho(•k Creek Ditch Co. 
Owens Ditch ....... . 
Phelen Dit<'h .... . 

HORSE CREEK 
Pringle Ditch 
Pringle Ditch ... 
Hor·se Creek J lit.-IL 
Horse Creek Dit<'il ..... . 

SPRING CREEK 
*Benkelman Ditcl1.. 

! 

A 526 1000 
..\ 26:) 
D 138 1882 

Total 

A 364 1896 
.\ 8:!4 
II l~1H ~~ .... ~, 
]J ]j:~ 

Total 

A 373 

SO. FK. OJ.' REPUBI.ICAX R. 
:\lcDouald Ditch ... . 
Uiverslde Dit('h ... . 
Karr's Ditch .. 

A GH lD<ll 
···•••• I J) }56 18!)4 

n 1~).:-, IS94 

'l'otal 

* Ditc·h ohliiPI'aiPcl if ever huilt . 

• 

1 I I I 

····-------·····JtfiO:! 
5oo.oo I " 

:_!{)()(},()()I l!Jll 

2. 
., I~ 

· 5.i I ~- ~5~-~l 

" I$ HIOO.oo[ ,:,,o·. 
1. · ~ ·- -----~st;:~~; 1

- ·i;~-;4 

·I ··· · .. · ·I 
a. ' ~ 12so.oo I 

I 

..... ----··1 
I 

1. ~ 11100.00 lwH 
3 .• ) 4000.00 I lHH 
•J 1000.00

11 

1-'!17 

G.ii : $--1:ooo.oo 1 .. 

O.l.l 

l, 

1. 

l. 
2.;) 

::.;; 

GO ::?0 ··········•• i -------··-·-

:lll8 308 

:Jos 

........ ] 

:.!00 I Gil 
. .......... I'' 

160! ..... 

:wo ;i;j 
I 

1 . ..;;) ~ ].(~) 

::!000 :.!0 :lti 
HO 

-I 
~HO j,j :.!20 

!] .. \364 
Printte 

l'rinttP 
l'nrttwl'Shi p 



STATUS OF CANALS ALONG OTHER TRIBUTARIES OF THE REPUBLICAN RIVER-(Contlnued) 

I No. Built 1 Cost Operated 
-----1 
Year Mile 1 

Yr.; ~HI<> 
----------··---- ------
INDIAN CREEK 1 
Stoneburg Ditch ............................... ! A 1070 
Thompson & Van Sickle................ A 237 
Kimsey Ditch .................................... ~ A 261 
Stone burg Ditch No. 2.. .\ 12BB 
Chamberlain Ditf•h................... A 240 
"rilson Ditch...... ' A 268 

Total 
RED WILLOW I,AKE 

1911 
1895 
1895 

1895 
1894 

.Tames Cooper ........ . 0 ti47 18!)4 

DRIFTWOOD CREEK 
Hesterwood Irrigation 'Yorks... A1382 
Schmitz Irrigation \Vorks .......... A1287 
Sylvan Dell.................. . ......... ! A 134()' 19I:J 
\V. S. Fitch...................... ; A 1372* t 

Total 
BRUSH CREEK 
Brush Creek Res ......... . A 1201 

RED WILLOW CREEK 
Red Willow Valley M .... . 
Master's Ditch ................................... . 

A 781 : 1900 
A 1212 t 

I-Ielm Ditch .. ·-·········-··-············ 
L. J. Holland Ditch 
.Tohn !1\ Heinl. ............ . 

.\1042 
D 95 

...... ll 111 

Total 

1.1 $ 

.<I 
.8 

2.2 

1000.00 1914 
240.00 19(f2 
325.00 l~!Y.I 

75.00 1002 
350.00 1!)11 

6.8 $ 1990.00 

575.00 

$ 4000.00 l!IH 

.4 Wlli 
1!114 

li. $ 5000.00 Jf)()!l 

3.G 5000.00 W14 

8.9 $ 10000.00 

1.1 

1.1 

3.3 

3.5 

+M.\ & 0. 
1912 i 

I 

Private 

5 
100 I =I 

20 

Private 

::woo 
I so' 

HO 
2000' ············ ............ 1 

1526 320 I ~~ i 
5526 ! 320 I 2046 I 

Pri\·nte 



K'f.:\TUS 01•' CANAI~S ALONG O'l'HER TBIBUTARJ.t;S 01<' THE Rt<;PliBJ.I('..\X Rll"J<_;R-(Contlnut-d) 

No. Built Cost Operated Acreage +M.[ 
------------~---!'Year 

11

_Mile

1 

____ _ 

MEDICINE CREEK 

::u;d•::~;:•tion Plant........ 1.~13~1: 1189:
1 

1 .5 $ .... 490······00···· 

lJnder Il-rig. Hepts 
Yr. )lile Ditch 1912 1914 

& 0. 
1912[ 

-·-------~--- ,---- --- ---· ----

50; ..... 

Murray Irrigation Works. .,_ ... 

I 
I A 251 

BIG COTTONWOOD CREEK I 

COOK CREEK 
Sharpnac Ditch ................ . 

......... !' D 185 1881 

.. ....... A 483 
Bloomington Ditch ....... . 
Bloomington MilL ...... . 

('ENTER CREEK 
nose Ditch ........................................ . 
Gregory Ditch .............. . 

COATES CREEK 
R. D. Burton ................................. . 

--------------
• Water right 1 ending. 

I 

( Total 

.\ H48 
D182 

Total 

, A 501 

t No further information available 

I 1895 
[1894 

I 
~--·· 

1895 

1. $ 

1.5 

.8 $ 

.1' $ 

lS97 

200.00 100i 

z 

200.00 1899 
700.00 1900 

900.00 

200.00 1907 

I 

100 

190 
... 1 

-~' 
190, ........... I 

~i_::·----· 

2ii ''"""'"['""""'. 

........ Right cancelled. 

. ......... [ 

.......... i 
I 

Abandoned. 

......... I Abandoned 
.......... 1 Abandoned 

I 
....... I Abandoned 

z Ditch now used for power purposes. 
d- An additional water for ditch (number), 

..... .... 
00 
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~'I'ATI"S 01•' CANAI .. S ALONG OTJito~R TRIBUTARIES OF THE RI<~PUBLICAN Rl\-~R-(Continut'd) 

I I 
Xo. Built Cost ?perate_c:_i, ···----~-crea~---1 t~::1 

CHIEF CREEK 
Saud Point Ditch ..... 

YPur I Mile 1 I Under 1 trrig. Hepts: Hn~ I 

-~---·---ii---:---- ~- )lileJ
1 

Ditch_,

1

_1!J1:[ __ 1!114 -1---\ 
D 115 18DO 1.f> $ 2i0.00 1893 450 , 

BUFI''ALO CREEK 
Porter & Sons Ditch....... D 171 
.J. It. Porter.................................... A12H8 
Allen & Larned Ditch................... D 117 

Jenkins L. & L. S. Co. L. ........ 

1 

~:::I 

1890 

1891 
1909 

3. 

4. 
2. 

9. 

1500.00 1014 
.................... 

1500.00 1D14 
2000.00 1011 

$ 5000.00 

3 . 

4. 

········ 

i. 

I 

:.!oo 1 

420 
::oo 

H20 

I 
200 ····- .......... Private 

3201 
········ ......... 1 

400 ~ .25 I Partnership 
... ! ···I-

·--·! 
520 400 



SUMMARY OF CANALS IN THE REPUBLICAN RIVER DRAINAGE BASIN 

I Canals Built 

Mile- Acreage 

:::::~~:: :::::=:~=:::::=::~:::::::::::::::::::::::: I N: :::: Cov::::: $ 

Stinking Water Creek...................................... 8 10.61 1,190 

---
Total-Frenchman River Valley.......... 25 100.0 i 24,986 

Chief Creek ........................................................... . 
Butralo Creek ....................................................... . 

Rock Creek .. --·········-·············--·················-··-········ 
Horse Creek ......................................................... . 
South Fork Republican ................................... . 
Indian Creek ........................................................ I 

Red Willow Lake ............................................... . 
Drift"R·ood ··········--·---··-· .................. . 
Red Willow Creek ........................................... . 
Medicine Creek ................................................... . 
Cook Creek ............................................. . 

1 
3 
3 
2 
3 
5 
1 

1.5 450 
9.0 920 
5.7 338 
3.o I 360 
6.5 I 2,440 

~:~ I ............. i:oo 

~ ... s:: 'I·· 
1 1.0 

Canals Operated, 1914 

I,---Mile-i Acreage. 
Cost J No. , age I Covered 

175,998 9 ! 62.o I 23,140 

203,321 
3,125 

14 

206,4461 ~· 
' i 

27o [ ........... 1 

5,000! 2' 
2,500 I ........... I 

1,280 1: 
6,000 2 
1,990 1 

575 
4,000 

10,000 
490 
200 

1 

79.0 ' 19,056 
.......... 1 ................... . 

79.0' 

7.0 

3.5 1 

' 

620 

200·· 
2,300! 

101 

Big Cottonwood Creek ................................... . 1 
2 
1 

1.5 
.8 

5,526 
50 

100 
190 
102 

25 

•••••••••••••••••••• ! •••••••••••• 

Center Creek ....................................................... . 
Coates Creek ........... - ........................................... . 

Total tor tributaries .......... ·-······················· 
Total tor basin ........................................... . 

.1 
.--

28\ 46.8 
931 318.9 

10,651 $ 
77,277 

900 ' .......... .. 

200! ············ 

33,4051 
415,849 I 

8 1 16.1 
31 I 157.1 , 

4,716' 
46,912 I 

' 

Acreage 

Irrigated 
1912 

8,625 

12,596 

12,596 

520 

160 
75 
50 

320 

1,1 .. 5 
22,346 

Acreage 

1914 
Reported 

4,988 

18,100 

18,318 

400 

220 
20 

1,526 

2,166 
25,472 
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IRRIGATION FROM THE NIOBRARA RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES 

The irrigated area along the Niobrara river consists of small tracts 
of bottom lands scattered throughout 90 miles of the upper portion of 
the valle<y. 

The first irrigation enterprise upon the river was the Lakota Ditch 
which was built in 1884 by B. Richards. During the succeeding years 
many ditches were built along the river but no new enterprise has been 
undertaken since 1902. In the upper •portion of the valley the banks of 
the river are low, but the construction of a pennanent <lam is costly 
and but few permanent concrete dams have been built. Seepage from 
the canals is large. The normal flow of the river has been appropriated 
and during the hot summer months the demand for irrigation usually 
exceeds the flow of the river. There is some irrigation practiced from 
a number of the tributaries· of the Niobrara river. Many of the ditches 
along these small tributaries, however, have been abandoned. 

There are 58 existing appropriations from the river, totaling 348.30 
second-feet. Seven of the appropriations either have been abandoned 
or have not been used for a number of years; no construction work has 
been done upon one; nine were merely for additional water rights or for 
extensions to existing ditches. No information could be obtained con
cerning ten appropriations. Thirty-nine ditches have been built along 
the river, but only 31 were in operation during 1914; thirty of those in 
operation are private ditches, and one a partnership ditch. 

This ·valley is devoted chiefly to stockraising, and the water is used 
to irrigate wild hay and alfalfa which is grown for winter feed. A main 
line of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy railroad passes through th& 
center of the irrigated area, but portions of the irrigated area are located' 
at such distances from the railroad that crops can not be shipped 
profitably. 

Below is a summary of the canals from the Niobrara river and its 
tributaries: 



SUMMARY OF CANALS FROM THE NIOBRARA RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES 

NIOBRARA RI\"ER .. 

Whistle Creek ....................................................... . 
Willow Creek ......... ---···-----·······-········--······---········ 
Cottonwood Creek .............................. . 
Box Butte Creek .............. ---·····----······---··-······--···· 
Pole Creek ............................................................. . 
Boardman Creek ....................... _ ........................ . 
Ashburn Creek ................................................... . 
Spring Creek ....................................................... . 
Nel\·man Creek .................................................... . 
Horse Head Creek ....................... . 
Cross Creek ...................... . 
Stream (no name) ....... . 
l'lun1 Creek ..................... . 
'rurkey Creek .................... . 
Fairfield Creek 
~Jiddle Creek ............................ . 
Ro('k Springs Cree-k ......... . 
Cut Creek... . .................. . 
Bear Creek. ...... . 
.l ewett Creek. .. . 
Holt Creek ..... . 
Huggins Creek .. 
Hickman Creek 
Beeman Cre-Pk .. 
'Voo-den Spring Creek .... 
Barton Crf'ek 
\\'yman Creek 
J..ewis Spring .. 

• 

. . ·····---1 

Canals Built 
Mile- Acreage 

No. 1' age [ Covered 
-~--

Cost 

Canals Operated, 1914 

Mile- Acreage 
No. age Covered 

Acreage 

Irrigated 
1912 

Acreage 

1914 
Reported 

39 : t:m.s -t),574 $ 151.798 31 81.8 13,543 6.646 7,300 

2 1.7 90 
.5 11 

2 1.7 100 
120 1 .7! 40 

2 11.0 2,600 1 
1:!1 ................ :~ 1 
.3 120 
.2 

1 10 
~ 4.3 1.800 
2 1.8 250 

.2 ., 1.4 
2 .8 

31 110 
105 

2, 1.0 
2' .2 1~ I 
~I .4 

.7 
30' 
20 

11 .3 
ti .3' 

40 
so 

11 1.0 
1 ', .2 40 
2: 1.5' 50 
21 .5 60 
1 .3 10: 

400 
50 

365 
1 

700 i •••••••••••• ! 

6,200 

175 ............ '
1 

100 
35 

3.000 
100 
200 
600 
527 
160 

40 
245 
105 

RO 
200 
385 
100 
lti5 

I, 
.. ····I 

! 

115 
75 ............ ! 

! 

60 ................... . 
120 120 

·········I 

....... _ ........... ! 

.................... 1 ······I 
.. i ..... . 

. .. ... . ......... I .. . 
.2 I 3 ,I 

·········! ................... ! 

80 60 .3: 
.3 I 30 ···············-··· 

. ........ I ·······-··· 

.......... 1 ......... . 

50 

43 

3 

80 
30 



SUMMARY Oi' CANALS i'ROM THE NIOBRARA RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES-(Cootloued) 

Canals Built 

-,-n-id_e_r_C_r_e-ek-.-_----__ -___ -__ -___ -__ -___ -__ -__ -_ -~-==-~-Xo.1 I ~.~~~1 i ~~~~~-~~ 
Abitz Creek........ . ... 1 1 .7 
Hock Creek ......... . 
Spotted Tail Creek .. 
Keya Paha Ri\"er ..... . 
Engle Creek ........ . 
llrush Creek ........ . 
Bluebird Creek .... . 
Blnekhird Creek. 
Young Creek ....... . 
Shobe Creek. 
Verdigris Creek ..... 

Total for trihutarie~ .. 

Total for hnsin .. 

--1 a: 6.o I -100 
l .4 
1 :1.5' 160 
4 2.4 340 
2 .7 60 

.5 70 
2 2.21 1]5 I 

.5 I 15 I 
1 .31 10 I. 

~I 5::: l·:-----~-~;1 

--------1 

98 182.2 27,00! ~ 

. ' 

I 
Canals Operated, Hn4 

1
' 

, - - Mtle-=l Acreag." I 
.Acreage 

Irrigated 
1912 Cost No. age CoverPd ! 

----- ]----

565 . 
65, ___ ::I 

t)()()! ········· 

820' 
225 
4()() 

750 i. 

17,897 1 
! 

)(;!),(:05 

·····I 

.... ' 

··I 
- i ----------] 

-----1 ..... 
•••• ,I 

::I 

2.0' 293 180' 

83.8' 13,836 6,826 

Acreage 

1914 
Reported 

206 

7.51fi 
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CANALS ALONG THE NIOBRARA RIVER 
The ditches along the Niobrara river are practically all private en

terprises, the owners using them to irrigate their own lands. The ma
jority of the owners are extremely reticent in giving any information 
concerning their ditches. For this reason, not many ditches can be de
scribed. 

HARRIS AND NEECE DITCH (D-517). This ditch was built dur
ing the years 1892-1896. It taps the river on the north side in Section 
3, Township 28 north, Range 55 west, and about 1 ¥.. miles below the 
headgate branches, one branch continuing on down on the south side 
for a distance of 2¥.. miles; the ot)ler, about 4 miles long, crosses the 
river by a flume and covers land lying on the south side of the river. 
The cost of building this ditch was $3,500. Only six miles of the eight 
miles built were in operation during the past season. The ditch covers 
1,100 acres, but only 700 acres were irrigated during 1914. The cost of 
operating the ditch is about $75 per year, or approximately 10 cents 
per acre. Alfalfa, corn, grain and wild hay are grown. 

LA BELLE DITCH <D-518). This ditch was started in 1895 and 
completed in 1898. · It diverts from the north side of the river in Section 
6, Township 28 north, Range 54 west, is 4% miles in length, and cost 
$1,600. Four hundred acres lie below the ditch and this was all irri
gated during the past season at a cost of $50 or about 13 cents per 
acre. The land is all in wild hay. 

McLAUGHLIN DITCH (D-566). This ditch i" 2\6 miles long and 
was built in 1888 at a cost of about $1,800. It diverts on the north side 
of the river in Section 9, Township 28 north, Range 52 west, and covers 
about 500 acres on that side of the river. The original dam and head
gates have been replaced with modern concrete structures. Two miles 
of the ditch were in operation during 1914, and about 400 acres, prac
tically all in wild hay, was irrigated at an approximate cost of $1 per 
acre. 

PIONEER DITCHES <D-442). The Pioneer ditches, one on either 
side of the river, were built about 1888, and divert from the same dam 
in Section 36, Townshii> 29 north, Range 51 west. The north ditch, 4 7-10 
miles long, was built at a cost of $964; the south side, 2 4-10 miles 
long, at a cost of $1,294. The original dam and headgates have been 
replaced by concrete structures at an additional cost of $1,000. During 
the season of 1914 >practically all of the south ditch and 3~ miles of the 
north ditch were in operation. These ditches cover 800 acres, but only 
500 acres were irrigated during 1914 at a cost of about $1 per acre. This 
was in alfalf~ and wild hay. 

MIRAGE CANAL (D-474). The farmers under this project organ
ized a company and made the only attempt that has been made on the 
river to construct a canal which would irrigate a large acreage. The con- • 
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struction work was done entirely by the fanners. Seventeen miles of 
canal in one stretch, and four miles in another, with an unopened gap 
of one-half mile between, were completed during the years 1895 to 1897. 
The first 12 miles of the canal p~sses through a very rough country 
and none of the land under this section of the canal was irrigable. 
Two large flumes were built, one across Pepper creek and the other 
across Sand draw. The former was 1,300 feet long, 35 feet high, and 
contained 100,000 feet of lumber. The latter was 1,100 feet long and 
45 feet high. 

The canal was designed to have a grade of one foot per mile, but 
errors in the engineering reduced the grade to practically nothing. Five 
thousand acres lie below this canal, and during the six years that the 
company attempted to operate it, a maximum of 500 acres was irrigated. 

The failure of the project can be attributed to three causes; the 
small water supply; poor engineering in construction, which reduced 
the grade so that water would hardly flow through the canal; and the 
sandy nature of the soil. There was practically no velocity to the flow 
and the water was nearly all lost through seepage into the sandy soil. 
Measurements. taken of the discharge show that when 18 second-feet 
were passing through the headgates, only 4 second-feet could be delivered 
at the end of the 14th mile. The flume across Pepper creek collapsed 
in 1903, and no attempt has been made to operate the canal since that 
time. 

HAY SPRINGS CANAL (A-173). The Hay Springs canal taps the 
river on the south side in Section 29, Township 29, north, Range 47 west. 
Ten and one-half miles of canal were built during the years 1896-97, and 
about 5,000 acres could be irrigated. The river bed and banks at the 
point of diversion seem to be nothing but quicksand. A concrete dam 
was built across the river by continuing to dump concrete until there 
was no further settlement. At present the dam raises the water level 
in the river only about three feet, and the base extends about 19 feet be
low the bed of the river. During 1912 only 500 acres were irrigated at an 
approximate cost of $1 per acre. 

Practically all the ditches along the tributaries of the Niobrara 
river are small and not many of the ditches were in operation during 
1912. 

The following tables show the status of the canals along the Nio
brara river and its tributaries: 



Xn. Built Cost 
I 

()JIPI'HH'(I .\.ereage +}I. 
----~~~ ~----~~~ & 0. 

I 
Year ~.lile 'I i l"ndeL' lrrig-, .: Hepts 191:2 

-~~--j~~--i- ~--

Yr. 1 :\lilpl Pit('h 191~ t IVH I 

I 
! ---,---,------- -~~- ---·· 

Biglow & Seymour ........ D 510 1891 3. 850.00 11~14 3. 170 150 170 $ .65 Private 
\Varneke's Ditch ..................... ]) 505 I }895--7 2.5 1000.00 Wl-l' 2.5 1.)0 110 1151 .45 Private 
Johnson Ditch .................... D [)11 11895-{1 2 1500.00 lt)14 ,, ::wo 100 I .m Private ;.:; 
Lakota Ditch ..................... D 554 11~84 4.5 I 4440.00 l!H4 3.5 (;(}() 1\00 .40 ! Private t<J 
J. s. Bourrett Ditch .... ........ 1 A 546 I UlfX) 1.7 400.00 l!ll4 1.7 130 60 142 Private "' 0 
Bourrett's Ditch ......... I A 54:! ------------------- ;.:; 
J. Bourrett Ex. No. ... i All&S t .5 ------------------- >-3 

STATUS 0~' THE CANALS ALONG THE NIOBRARA BIV:t:B 

======== 

J. Bourrett Ex. N(}. 2 ------------------- '.:\.1:209 t .5 0 
Bourrett Ditch Sr ... .\ ;; 1895 1.3 300.00 1\11-! 1.3 110' 81 81 ' Private "'i 
Bourrett Ditch ............... ...... A 4 1897 1.5 60(1.00 !VH 1.5 :!45 140 245 I Private 00 
Bourrett Ditch ............... Al0·;:-)7 ------------------- d·A4 >-3 
Bieser Ditch .................. .\HIM ! t Hila, 551 > 

>-3 
Earnest Ditch No. 1... D 514a 118S5 3.2 1300.00 In14 :I.~ :](.() :wo 3011 Prh-ate t<J 
Earnest Ditch No. !... .. ]) 514b 1891 3. 

I 
1625.00 c 190 

CoO'ee Ditch No. 3 ........ \ 1"6•)•: (1) t<J 
D ;2; .11895 z 

McGinley & s. upper ... 1.7 225.00 1914 1.7 200 200 C) 
McGinley & s. lower ....... D 513a i 1890 4. 1675.00 1914 4.0 575 575 ......... ! 

,_. 
z 

~IcGinley & s, lower .. D 513h 2. 575.00 1914 2.0 200' 120 .::::::::I t<J 
Cook Ds. N(}. 1 and 2 ... ....... I,D 980 t 19H 2481 248 t1'j 

Harris & Neece D ... ........ , D 517 189:!----G s. 3500.00 Wl-:1 G. 1100 700 720 .10 I Private ;.:; 
'· 

T.a Belle Ditch ........ D 518 ' 189-3-8 4.7 1600.00 WI-! I -t7 (i()() 400 385 I .13 Private 

I-a Belle Ditch ......... ' -------- .\ 60 ........ i d- D518 
l\I(~ttlen Ditch ............ ........ • A 2CJ"2 i 189~-{1 3. soo.oo 1914 3 700 470 410 Partnership 
Mettlen Ditcb ...... ------- .-\ 1:!48 

I 
! 

Bennett Ditch ........... ---I A124!) t l9h 281 

Kay Ditch ............ --------i .-\. 701 0 50.00 
6oo I 

Surveyed 
1\loQre Ditch ... A R8 1S95 ;{.:l 1600.00 l!H4 3.5 6i!l 500 Private 
Xiohmra Diteh (2) .. A 10.36 0 1200.00 I Cancelled ------



VIEWS SHOWINtl REUAlNS OF OLil FREMONT BRIDGE AFTER 
FLOOD OF 1912 



STATUS OF THE CANALS ALONG THE NIOBRARA RIVEB-(Contlnued) 

===================== 
r\o. Built Cost Operated AcrPnge 

1 
+M. 1 

----- -------- &0.1 
: Tinder I Irrig.' Repts HH2 

__ ' .!

1 

-Year 1 Mile I 
---------~--1--1~----

, I I 
Yr. j Mile Ditch !_ 1912 : 1914 I 
-----~---:---,--- ---

Geo. Hltshew Ditch ..... ---·----··-··--···· . A 1260* , 1913 t 
McLaughlin Ditch ............................ i D 566 I 1888 
Excelsior Ditch..... D 568 1895 
Hughes Ditch.............. ------- -------···· D 987* 1895 
Hughes Ditch................... . , A 53 
Snow Ditch................. : D 485 1895 
Pioneer Ditches... ------------------ D 442 1888 
Furman Ditch ....... . 
Enterprise Ditch .... . 

D 462 
D 461 

1895 
1894 

Meridian Ditch ......... . 
Meridian Ditch.... . ................ . 

D 459 1896 
A 469 

Mc~fannis & Neeland ..... 
McMannis & Neeland ... 

D 463 11896 
A 448 

Fendrick Ditch ...... . 
Fendrick Ditch ........ . 

A 616 i 1902 
A 617 I 

Lichte Ditch ............ . 
Lichte Ditch ........ . 

D 479 1895 
A10FR 

Lichte Ditch .......... . A 1086 
Montague CanaL... .\ 5i5 
Dunlap Ditch........ A 900 
Chladek Ditch............ -----------------, A 607 
Mirage CanaL.......... n 474-
Potmesil Ditch........ A 757 
Potmesil Bros........ A 1152 
Hay Springs CanaL. . ................. A 173 
Taylor's Ditch................... A 766 

~:~~~e D~:;:b·::::::::: __ -__ ::: .. :.::.::::::::. r 11(~ 
We Us Pumping Pt ......... ·············-----1 A 1193 

1003 
1901 
1895-7 
1905 

1896-7 
'1904 

2.5 I 

1.5 
.7 

I. 
7.1 ' 
2.5! 
3. ! 

3. 

1.5 

.5 

I. 

I. 
.!l 
.7 

21. 
3.0' 

10.5; 
3. 
3.5 i 

........ : 

. ···1800:oo' i~~! 2. : i ·-···4oo !: , 1:oo I Private 

700.00 tn14 1.5 200 [ 160 - 100, ! Private 
600.00 1914 .7 280 1 80 280: ' Private 

d- D987 
800.00 1914 

3258.00 11914 
1000.00 1914 
1000.00 I 1911 

~()(]():()()! 1~14 
500.00 I tn14 

500()(); 1914 

400.00 1914 
............ 1 .. 

I 
100.00 1!Jl4 
200.00 1905 

I 

$ 100000.00 1900 
2500.00 1914 

I 
···•················ 

7500.00 1914 
1000.00 1914 
500.00 1898 

1. 
6.5 
2.5 

3. 

1.5 

.5 

1. 

1. 

10.5 
3. 

225 
800 
300 
400 
400 

120 

80 
. ......... ...... 

310 

60 

60 ··--
21 

5000 
350 

160 
500 
255 

400 

120 

20 

100 

300 

500 

noo 
25:i 

100 

47 

210 

Private 
1.00 i Private 

.40 Private 

PriYate 
rl- D459 

.80 PriYate 
Included under D46.1 
PriTate 
tl- A616 

1.00 1Pr1Yate 
d- D479 
d- D479 

Cancelled 

Aband-oned 
8() , $ .50 Private 

d- A757 

40 370 ' 
1.00 PriYate 

Private 
3000 

320 
175 

::::::: .. :::I ::::::ii; I 

t:C 
0 
> 
§ 
0 
"J 



STA'l'US OF THE CAYALS AI~OSG THE '1'RIHl.T..\RIJ4~S OF YIOBRARA RI\'Jo~R-(Contlnued) 

~0. Built 

Yl'ar ~Jile 

Cost +~L 
k 0. 

l"lldt>r 1 lrrig. He-pts Wl:! 
1 Yr. ~Jilp llill"i1 l!JJ:! lUl-l 

1 189' -- 1500.C:0
1

J.c,,•,),-li~ ____ .... !~4()()·;,-___ , ........ i '-............ - .......... '----Wilson Ditch............................. . ..... :, D 591 .... 4. ,, (3) 
McCully Ditcll........................... ...... D 5S3 1895 6.2 2500.00: 1:~0:! f_,()() •... 

Chns. Tienken ................................... 

1

1 D 575 ! 1894 :• ~ ~00.00 i e 70 

_____________ J.___ 1-----1----==~==---1 
Total/ .............. 130.S $1517!)8.00· ........ St.~~ :.!ft::;74 664(j 7309 

* "\Vater right pending 
t No further information available. 
c Ditch not used for years. 
d All additional water right for ditch {numher). 
o No construction work done. 

------
(1) ('t:'t'l's salllt' ln111h; a:-~ formPrl,r <:on•retl hy Earnest Hitch 

Xo .. , 

(~' :\lt~llt'Y "·as l'XJH'Iltlt>d in making surveys. 
P .\:1 PXtPu:don to dit('h (nnmher). 

(3) Ditch washPtl out the first time thnt watPr was run in tht• tlitt"'h . 

• 

~ 
't 
0 
~ 
'"'l 

0 
"1 
(rl 

'"'l 
> 
'"'l 
~ 

~ 
:7. 
C'l ..... z 
t:J 
t:J 
~ 

I 
·"~ 
-~ 

) 
~~ 

1 
:I 
.' 



STATUS OF THE CANAI.S ALONG THE TRIBUTARIES OF NIOBRARA RIV~:R 

-, ' 

No. 
1 

Built : Co~t I Operatecl ' 
~------ ' 1- -- -
. Year ~~Iile j ~ 

---------'--------~--:-----i ~:-~~~-" 
~·!::T~~C~-~-~EK A 63 1 1~08 .5 I$ 200.0011Ul:? .5 
Whistle Creek Diteh........ A 58 ! 18Utj 1.2 I 200.00 l.S!Ji m 

DRY CANYON 
Gilmore Ditch .... 

WILLOW CREEK 
Hollibough Ditch 

COTTONWOOD CREEK 
Morrisey's Ditch .......... . 
.F'endrick & Lichte ...... . 
Dunlap ·--------····---·····--------

BOX BUTTE CREEK 
Billy's Ditch .................... . 

POLE CREEK 
Pole Creek Ditch ................... . 

ANTELOPE CREEK 
Antelope Ditch .............. . 

BOARDMAN CREEK 
Lee Ditch ............................. . 
.r. U. Bachelor ............... . 

Total 

.\ 863 

A xus 

D 481 
A 336 
A 1113 

Total 

A 533 

A 799 

D 973 
A1155 

Total 

0 

tnox 

18'J6 
1895 

(1) 

1898 

0 

i 1895 
11912 

i 
I 

1.7 400.00 

J .Ll ':;; ;;o.oo Wll 

.5 65.00 (' 

1.2 300.00 l!Jl ! 1.:! 

···-----------·-···· 
--

1.7 $ 365.00 1.2 

···················· Hll:! 

.7 $ 700.00 1 ~!I~) 

···················· 

4. 1200.00 1H1:l 4. 
7. 5000.00 ]f}] :2 II 

------
11. $ 6200.00 4. 

lfiHlr•r 
Ditf'l1 

40 
50 

HO 

+M. 
& 0 . 

J rng.l H(~ptH 1!11:! 
lilt:! tnu 

1 

__ 

I ' 
30 I .. ......... $ 1.00 
•••. I ....... I 

~{(! i . 
I 

Private 

11 ........... ' 

40 
eo 

1:20 

600 
:woo 

20(){) 

•••••••••••• ! 

I 
L20; 

I 
I 
I 
I 

50 

50 

:HXl ==1:::.= 
:HJtl i 

I Private 

PartnPr~hip 

l'riYate 



STATU~ 01r THI<~ C'ANAJ .. S ALONG THE TRIBUTARIES OF SIOBRAR.-\ RI\'ER-(('ontinuf'd) 

ASHBURN CREEK 
Ashburn CanaL ......... . 

SWEENEY CANYON 
Canyon Canal.. ............. . 

SPRING CREEK 
Garden Ditch ......................... . 

STREAM-NO NAME 
Grunt Ditl'h .. 

CEDAR LAKE 
t '~-"'dar Lake Ditch .. 

XEWMAN CREEK 
Newman Ditch ......... . 

HORSE HEAD CREEK 
Bruce Ditch ............... . 

CROSS CREEK 
Hutchinson ......... . 

STREAM-NO NAME 
Conger Ditch ................... . 

SPRINGS 
Glen Cove Ditch ........... . 

Xo. Built 

Year 1!\llle 

,~,-~-! 

A 676 

-tj D 414 

I 
....... :A 555 

i 
i I ]I 4(W) 

.. t ' .\ l1.l.:7 

----1 i_ D 617 

-----' .\ H~ 

t i v 615 
I 

1887 

i -----·---··· 

A HiS 1895 

A10G7 

1. 

.2 

.2 

.01 

.2 

Cost .\.(•rf'nge____ t~: i 
t~udPI" Inlg. HPpts 1!11:! 

-~/ :\Jilc·j~. 1!)12 -.~---·:-----------

Hll:! 

···················· 1!)12 

175.00 

1()().{)() ll!JftO 

I 

35.001 

-·····-----·-····(1!HIO m 

1. 

.2 

! I , 
40 , ............ .......... Private 

I 

G 1 I·---·······-

12(J .......•... •··········· 

10 I·······-·-· 

I 

.. i 

•• 1 Private 
i 
I 

········!···········I············~············ 
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STATUS OF THE CASALS ALONG THE TRIBUTARIES OF SIOBBARA RIVER-(Contlnued) 

PLUM CREEK 
.T ohn~town Ditch ..... . 
\Yilhert Ditch ....... . 

Tl' RKK\" {'RJ<~EK 

Turkey CrPf'k Dit<'h 
Tnrkt',Y CrC'Pk Hikh ~o. 2 .... 

f'AIRt'IELI> CREEK 
\\"m. I r. Kuhn' ....... . 

:\IIDilLI<.: CREEK 
:\II'GnirP nit<'ll .......... . 
.\IIPil Pit<"h .. 
('onti:!Pnce Ditch ......... . 

BOCK SPRINGS CREEK 
Van Koten Ditch ....... . 
:\IGore's Ditch .................................... . 

CUB CREEK 

I Total 

.\ 3~fl 
,\ 754 

Total 

n 612h 

D GOO 
D 61G 
A 75~ 

Built ,' ______ _ Cost O{wrnte1l 

Yf'ar I )!ile 

4.3 $ 3000.00 

lffiS .3 '$ 100.00 1911 

t 

ISU4 
ISH! 

1.5 i .................... (' 

1.8 $ 

.2 $ 

.4 $ 
t.; 

100.00 ' 

200.00 tm.t 

100.00 Hl12 
500.00 1900 

I Total 

=! ................. .. 
1.41 $ 

.31$ 

.5 I 

600.00 .2 

I 

D 619 11895 
l) 593 

Total 

50.00 1897 
477.00 1\Hl n 

-,--- --I 
527.00 

;ic"~:~b~r ~~~~~~~~-~:: ::.::::: :::::::: I ~ ~~ I ........... . 

.81$ 

.5 $ 

.5[ 
60.00 11ro6 

100.00 1''96 

1

, Total \ .............. · ~~. 160.00 ' 

1~o() 1 

I 

100' ........... . 
1511) ............ I 

I 
20 
231 
4:l i 

I :~! ,,,,I 
I 

50 10! .......... .. 
60 ..... .. 

......... ! .. .. 

110 

5 
'100 

]({) 1. 

! 

10 

2 ........... . 

5i····-·-

71 ············ 

, Private 

$ 1.00 Private 

rl· D616 

........ I 



.STATUS OF THE CANALS ALONG THE TRIBUTARIES OF NIOBRARA RIVER-(Continut-d) 

Xo. Built Cost / Operated AC'reage +JI.
1 

1 i ear , :llile I 
&0. 

-- - 1-;-ll;h_.r Irrig-. Hf>pts: Hl12 

BEAR CREEK 
Cedarburg No. 1 and 2 ............... 1 A 479 
Skinner Ditch ... _............. D 609 

JEWETT CREEK 
Big Little Dit(•!J. 

HOLT CREEK 
.\kers Ditch .... 
Scboetger Ditch .... 

HUGGINS CREEK 

Total 

D 611 
......... !I) 5!)5 

Total 

! 

11808 
I 

~~=----
1180:; 

1803 
lSV"~ 

Soper Ditch ......... . D 5H2 1895 

RICKMAN CREEK 
Byington Ditch ................................ . D 582 1890 

BEE~IAN CREEK 
Barnard Ditcll ................................. t D 603 1890 
Ht>Pillllll IJitt·h. t 
Beeman & Ri<'kman ....................... . 

\\'OODEN SPRI.SO CREEK 

V (i:.!O 

D 613 

Total 

HIJOilt->s HiU·h. ,.\ :Jl:! 
Hhodes Ditch .................................. j ,\ 544 

j Total 

11895 

! ·············I 

1Rflfl 

IVOO 

/ ............ .. 
. - ·.·.•:.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'_'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. -·-~-'-'-\ ... 

• • 

I .11 $ 

I~--]- :llile I Jlitr·h 1!!1:! ___ 1'_n_4 __ 
1 

__ , 

.11 

.2 $ 

.4 ~ 

.5 $ 

.2 

15.00' lUOU 
2o.OOj Hl!Hl 

4{),00 

:!-1.).()11 1!111 

65.00 l~tOl 

40.00 1.'--Ull 
----

.7 ,, 100.00 

.3 $ so.-oo)t."''!I(J 

. 3 $ 200.00 HIH 

.5 $ 110.00· ., :!H-0.(}() (' 

.3 75.00 1!11-l 

-----
1.0 $ 385.00 

.1 ~ 7."1.0{) l!H>O 

.1 I 25.00 woo 

0.2 $ 100.001 

--

'''.":.·::::.·::.•:.·:.'.'.'?: ........ . 

15 

1' 

30 

10 
]() .. 

40 

~) 

40 
70 
30 

........ 1 

I 
------~-------- ___ ' ····•••• i 

I 

__ I 

... i ........ 1 

GO SO $ 1.00 1 Private 

70 e- D603 
30 .......... o-D620 

--1~---

HO 

]?) 

2.) 

40 

100 

e- A51:! 

,... 
"' "" ·l 

J 
':'] _, 
~j 

! 
~ ' t":: ~ 

"tJ 
0 
~ ..., 
0 
"'l 
UJ. ..., 
> ..., 
t":: 

t":: z 
C) ..... 
z 
t":: 
t":: 
~ 



STATUS OF THE CASALS ALOSG THE TRIBUTARIES OF NIOBRARA RIVER-(Continu•d) 

Xo. Built I Operat~ \ ___ ~ Acrengf'___ t[{·l 
I Year Mile I rlll1er Irrig-. l{ppt~ we 

-------------~---~-~~~----,~~Mile I Diteh [l\ll2 ,~'---~ 

Cost 

Bt:RTON CREEK I ' I 
One Trip Ditch.......... A 14:! 5 I $ 15.00 woo 2tl I 
Bm·ton Creek Ditch ....................... ! D GOSh ' 1895 ~ I 150.00 J!)O'l 30 

WYMAN CREEK 
Horton Ditch ............................ . 
l\IcCully Dit<'h .......................... . 

Total 

D 587 
D 004 

1 Total 
LEWIS SPRING I 
Lewis Ditch ...................................... , A 139 

SSIDER CREEK 
Olds Ditch .............. . ..t D 607 

CROOKED CREEK 
Crooked Creek Ditch................... D 608a 

ABITZ CREEK 

1 .........• 

! 1891 

1896 

(2) 

1.5 $ 
I 

.21 $ .3: 

165.(X). 

75.00; wo·2l ·······I 
40.00 : HllO ' ...... 1 

-----, 
.5 I$ 

.31 $ 

I 
.1 

115.00 

···················· ····I 

Fullerton Ditch No. 2 .................. t A 278 1897 .7 

ROCK CREEK 
Copeland Ditch ........... . 
Necessity Ditch ........... . 
Wile's Ditch ............... . 

SPOTTED TAIL CREEK 
Spottetl Tail Creek Ditch .. 

. D ~94 1893 
D 395 1895 
D 397 1895 

Total ············· 

~) fiOl 11~\l;) 

5. $ 
.5 

O(X).()(] 

65.00 
.5 ···················· 

6.01$ 
I 
I 

.4 I~ 

565.00 

05.()() 

I 
1897 

f 

1(1 ....................... I 

4ll0 

·······I 

I 
······j 

Right cancelled 

1 
t:C I 
0 I 
> ~ 
~ ~ t::l ! 
0 
"l 

:;; 
~ ..... 
c: 
> 
.-,3 ..... 
0 
~ 
ii: ..... 
G) 
ii: 
~ 
> ><: 
U2 

> z 
t::l 

t:l 
::d 
> ..... z 
> 
G) 
1:':1 

.... 
0> 

"" 

I 



STATUR OJ" 'rHE CANALS ALONG THE TRIBUTARIES OF NIOBRARA RIVEn-(Contlnu•d) 

No. Built I Cost ~-'"_''_-n(erJ_ Acreage t~: I 
Year 1 ~Iile TTnder Jrrig. H~pts HH2 'I 

·---' ---'---~-----~-',Mile Dltch_

1

_19121· 1914 ~--------------~ 
I i KIBBEY CREEK 

Green Ditch ....................................... t A 747 

KEYA PAHA RIVER-' 
Yocum's Ditch •.................................. , D 5i3 1894 

EAGLE CREEK . 
Eagle Valley Ditch ......................... ' D 280 , 1894 
100 foot ditch .................................... ' D 276 'j1894 
Bokhof Ditch ...................................... ' D 275 1895 
Samuel Becker Ditch ..... D 274 1894 

Total 
BRUSH CREEK 
McCarthy No. 1... ... , D 264 
McCarthy No. 2 ................................ , D 266 

I 
I Total 

BIG SANDY CREEK 
LIBadger Ditch ........... .. .. ............ A 567 

BLUEBIRD CREEK 

1894 
1894 

Murphys Ditch ................................. 1 D 273 1894 
I 

BLACKBIRD CREEK 
Mullen Ditch..................... .. .... t D 267 
Hobertson Ditch........................... ' D 270 

I Total 1 ............ . 

3.51 $ 

I 
1.21$ 
.02 

.7 
.5 

2.42 $ 

.2 $ 

.5 

.7 $ 

.5 $ 

900.00 1894 n 

350.00' lil!l5 
75.00 1tSG6 

200.00 1899 

16(1: ··········· 

160' ........... . 
20 I ........... . 

100' .......... .. 
195.00 !VOO ...... I 60: ........... . 

--'--
820.00 :HOI 

............ ! 

150.00 lEGS 
75.00 1895 

........ 30 ...................... .. 

225.00 »»:»·!-::-: .... -: .. ·.[:: .......... : 

400.00 t~TIU 70 .......... . 

1.7 .................. .. c 
c 

100' ...................... .. 
.5 $ 50.00 15 1 ••••·•···•·• •·•·•••••••• 

--- ---

:::·::::I Uight 

2.2 $ 50.00 115 1 ' 

..... , ........... ,- ......... ! 

enn('elled 
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ST."-TlJS OF 1'11:£ CANALS ALO:SG THE TBIBl'T:\.RIE~ 01•' SIOBRABA RI'\'EB-(Continuedi =========== 

YOUNG CREEK 
Harvey- & Lamb Ditch 

SHOBE CREEK 
.A. J. Lamb ...................................... . 

VERDIGRIS CREEK 
Drayton Diteb ........................ . 

!'\o. 

A 311 

A 322 

1 D 24S I_ 1.7[$ 

d Ditch was ne'fer used, almost obliterated at the vreseut time. 
* Water right pending. 
t No further information available. 
c Diteh not used for years. 
m Dam washed out that year. 
d An additional water right for ditch (number). 
(2) 'Vas no douUt a second appropriation for Burton Cr. Ditch, 

taking water from Crooked Creek. 

I ........ i •.•....••• ! OUiitfilirnted 

u Uiteh still under construction. 
o No construction work d-one. 
f Com~truction never completed. 
:r Ditch was never used. 
+ ~Iaintenance and operation. 
(1) Built three darns and subirrigates without ditches. 
e An extension to ditch (number). 
11 Vum wasiH'd out the f(l\\uwing yt-ar. 
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IRRIGATION FROM WHITE RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES 

The area irrigated from White river lies to the north and east of the 
town of Crawford, while the area irrigated from the tributaries of the 
river consist of small scattered tracts in the bottoms along these s~1:c:ams. 
The first irrigation ditch built within the White ~iver drainage basin 
was the Tucker ditch, built on Spring branch in 1883. The Jacobson 
ditch was built from the river itself the same year. The majority of 
the ditches were built during the next six years, but a few have been 
constructed as late as 1905 and 1906. 

There are 37 existing appropriations from the river, totaling 148.27 
second-feet. Of this number, 15 either have been abandoned or have 
not been used for a number of years, and six were merely for additional 
water rights or for extensions to existing ditches. One of the latter 
has not been used for a number of years and is included among the 
15 mentioned above. 

The banks of the river throughout the irrigated area are quite low 
and as the river is subject to spring floods dams built across the river 
are hard to maintain. Usually the greater portion of the cost of main
tenance and operation is expended in repairing and keeping the dams 
in operation. 

In a few instances excessive amounts of water have been used 
along the river and in one case the land has been almost ruined by the 
black alkali which has been brought to the surface. 

Twenty-six ditches have been built along the river but only eleven 
of these were operated during 1914. Six were operated as private ditches 
and five as partnership ditches. The principal cro>ps grown by irrigation 
are alfalfa and wild hay. Some fruit is grown under irrigation, but 
fruit growing never has been attempted on a commercial scale. 

A main line of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy railroad crosses 
the upper portion of the irrigated section at Crawford, and the Chicago 
Northwestern railroad traverses the valley, thus providing good railway 
facilities to outside markets. 

Below is given a summary of the canals along White river and its 
tributaries: 

• 

• 

• 
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SUI\oll\IARY ()}' ('AXALS FRO~I \\'HITI<; Rl\'ER AND ITS TRIBI:TARIJ<:S 
t;l 

\ __ <:_anals Bullt 

' :Mile Acreage 
X o. ! age Coyered 

WHITE RIVER. ........... 26 62.4 10,233 

Ash Creek ---·------······-····················· ·············-········· .3 10 
Kyle Creek ·····································-······· 1 I 1.0 ··-················ 
Bull Creek 1 I .3 20 ·····--······························ 
Deep Creek ........................ ··············· 

i 

2 

I 
1.0 18 

Charc·oal Cree-k ···--············· ···········-· 1 .3 8 
Cedar Canyon Creek ....... 1 

I 
.5 GO 

Deadman Creek .............. 3 2.1 135 
Soldier Creek .................... 1 .2 101 
\\'bite Clay Creek ......... 6 ' 5.4 5801 ····················· 
Saw Log Creek .............. 3 .9 80 
English Creek ............. ···································· 1 .7 80 
Squaw Creek ····•······ ····································· 2 I 2.7 210 
Hooker Creek .............................. I 3 1.0 300 ................. 

Canyon to White River ........................... 1 .7 ···--· 
I ············••······ 

Sand Creek ............................... 3 2.7 80 ···························· 
Little Cottonwood Creek ...... -························ i 9 7.9 1.397 
Spring Creek ........... ---························ 6 4.7 580 
Cottonwood Cr{'ek .. 3 ' 10.7 200 I 

Ash Creek •..... ----------·-···--· ------························· 11 12.4 1,155 
Indian Creek ·········· 3 1.4 51 
Trunk Butte Creek ............... --·-·········-·············· 1 .5 5 
Dead Horse Creek ---······················· 6 2.8 130 
Chadron Creek ··-············-----·· 4 3.1 129 
Lone Tree Creek ............................... I 1 I 1.5 100 ······ I 
Can you t<> White River ................... --·-·· I 1 .5 125 

Cost 

$ 180,765 

50 

350 
400 
50 

300 
700 
150 

3.365 
400 
350 

1,400 
:JOO 

...... 
1.550 
4,050; 
2.400 
.t,4[10 I 

4-.125 
150 

! 
1:'i5 

1.::i80 
9i'5 
300 

30 
I 

Cnunl:o: Operated. 1!)14 

:\lile- Acreage 
:\o. age CoYere1l 

11 25.9 5,270 

............ i ··--·········-······ 

i ····--··-····-······ 
2 1.0 18 

----····j 
1 51 GO 

' 
3 1:61 125 

----···· I ·················· 
4 3.4 4GO I 

I 
3 .0 80 

.7 I 80 
1.0 i 160 

I 3 I 300 1.0 
' 1 .7 

i ! I --············ 
0 I 1.2 80 -

' 7 7.9 1.397 
3 :t5 400 

··--········ 
10 9.9 1.155 

3 1.4 51 
' 

2 I 1.1 105 I 
-·····---···· 

I I --······-- ........... 
1 .5 125 

Acreage 

Irrigated 
un:: 

2,538 

·······-·········-·· 

··········--·· 
18 I 

.... ··I 
201 
35 

188 I 

47 
451 
70 I 

115 I 
I ......... 
' 11 I 

580 
300 

i 

465 
15 

' I 

75 
I ------·-············ 

I ···················· 
100 

Acreage 

H.eported 
1914 

3,064 

-----------·----·--· 
18 

···················· 
58 

•....•............... 
300 

···················· 
15 

2&:5 
100 

···················· 

922 
35!) 

670 
9 

···················· 
80 

···········-········ 
·---·······-········ 
···················· 

0 
> 
::0 
1::1 

0 
"l 
..... 
::0 
::0 ..... c 
> ..., 
..... 
0 z 
:X: 
Ci 
:X: 
~ 
> 
>-<: 
w. 

> z 
1::1 

1::1 
::0 
> .... z 
> c 
t>:l 

..... 

I 0> 
-'1 

I ··-------·-----------'---....1 



SUMMARY OF CANAL' FROM WHITE RIVER AND ITS TRIBliTARIES-(Contlnued) 

================~ 
1 --(.~~a~~. Built ! : Canals Operated, 1914 , Acreage / Acreage 

1 Mile- Acreage ---~-I ---~ lfile~-;- Acreage -~-Irrigat~d I Ueported 
1 No. ' age Covered 

1 
Cost Xo. age Cm·ered 1H12 1914 

~~~;.;~!~k~·::::·::::::::::::::::::: :::=> :::::: I ; , ~:~, :i· 
~~t~~=a~:r~:=~~ ·c·;-;-;~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::: I ~; ~:~ i :[ 

Canyon to "'?bite River .................................... J 1 1.0 15 
Beaver Creek ..................................................... i 7 I 5.5 460 

~~~~·~la~r~:;k::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::··1 i 2:~! 470 

Total for Tributaries ................................. I 

1 

Total for Basin ............................................ ' 

105 87.0 i 

131 l4U.4 18,126 

-----
500 l.U 360 i 300 ·············-·-·---

2.000 1 25 25 ---··-------·-····· 
l:!,l2G 1 .5 50 3 140 
l,OS::l 3 1.6 140 5S 72 

--·-······-··--····· ·-·········-·-····· 20 
2,8f)0 4 4.2 390 375 222 

lOU ----··---········-· .................... 
4,1:15 2.tJ 470 470 

----
f)(Ul5 r,s 46.7 G,l:!l 2,935 3,736 

2~1.180 (jfl 7:!.0 11.391 5.473 
' 

e,800 

l:C 
t"J 
"0 
0 
l:C 
>-:3 

0 
"'l 
00 
>-:3 
> 
>-:3 
t"J l t"J z l 
0 ! ..... ~ z i t"J 
t"J ! 
l:C 

j 
l 

I 
• • • 
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CANALS ALONG THE WHITE RIVER 

The majority of the ditches from White river and its tributaries are 
small, and no 'further mention, except as shown in the table below, will 
be made of them. 

CRAWFORD CITIZENS CANAL {D-444). The Crawford Citizens 
Canal was by far the largest enterprise ever undertaken in the north
western portion of this state. The Crawford Citizens Canal Company 
was organized and about $150,000 was raised for the purpose of build
ing this project, which embraced the construction of a canal to tap the 
river in Section 23, Township 31 north, Range 53 west, cross Fort Rob
inson military reserve, and convey the water to about 4,000 acres sur
rounding the town of Crawford. The flow of the river during the sum
mer months is not sufficient to SU'PPlY a canal of such a large capacity 
and in order to supply water during the drier n1onths a rcse1·voft' site 
about two miles southwest of the town was acquired. Twenty-five miles 
of the canal were built and the reservoir was almost completed during 
1896. 

About this time ihc company brought suit against some of the 
prior water rights along the river. The District Court of Dawes county 
finally granted a decree whereby the company could acquire these rights 
by paying the acrued damages, but the company had become insolvent 
before the decree was handed down. The failure of this enterprise is 
attributed to poor management and to the topographical features of the 
country. The country traversed by the canal was very rough, requiring 
heavy construction work, and the cost of construction must have run 
high. The actual cost of construction can not be ascertained, but the 
entire $150,000 that was raised, disappeared. 

Landowners residing under the completed portion of the canal at
tempted for five or si.x years to aperate the canal and about 500 acres 
were brought under irrigation. Finally a large washout about three
fourths of a mile below the headgate occurred and no attempt to oper
ate has been made since. The channel of the river has changed an<l 
now follows the line of the canal to where the above mentioned washout 
occurred and then turns back into the old channel. 

The dam to the reservoir was practically completed and a fairly 
large body of water could be stored. This reservoir was located upon 
a very much lower level than. the canal and by building a new intake 
canal several miles long, the reservoir could be utilized for the storage 
of the annual spring floods of White river. 

HALL'S DITCH No. 2 (D-478c). This ditch was built during the 
eighties to bring water to a mill. On January 10, 1895, a notice for the 
appropriations of water for irrigation was posted. Construction wa8 
begun on March 7, 1895, and seven miles of canal were completed by 
May 30, 1895, at a cost of about $4,850. Water was turned into the 
canal on April 10, 1895. 
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This canal is now owned by a partnership. About 1,800 acres lie be
low the canal, but only about 500 acres are irrigated each year. Formerly 
considerable water was rented or sold to the various landowners under 
the ditch. The present owners operate the ditch to supply water to their 
own lands and rent but very little water, the rental charge being $2.50 
per acre. Alfalfa and wild hay are the principal cmps grown. 

WHITE RIVER IRRIGATION DITCH (D-477). A company was 
organized in 1894. During 1895-96, 5 3-10 miles of canal were built at 
a cost of $3,600. The ditch was first operated in 1898. It diverts on 
the south side of the river in Section 35, Township 32 north, Range 52 
west, about two miles below the town of Crawford. An attempt was 
made to incorporate the company in 1906, but failed, and the ditch is 
now operated by a partnership. Each partner does his share of the 
maintenance work, and it is estimated that it costs about $1 per acre. 
Three hundred and thirty of the 900 acres below the ditch were irrigated 
during 1914. Alfalfa and wild hay are grown almost exclusively under 
this ditch. 

HARRIS AND COOPER DITCH (D-464). This ditch was built by 
a partnership. Later two of the partners acquired control of the ditch, 
granting water rights to the other parties for their interests. 

The ditch was built by contract for $10,000, eight miles being com
.pleted during 1894-95. The partners pro-rated the cost of operating· 
the ditch among themselves. Water also is rented to outside parties at 
an annual rate of $2.50 per acre. Only 7001 of the 1,400 acres lying 
below the ditch were irrigated during 1914. The annual cost of keeping 
the ditch in repair is about $300, or about 40 cents per acre. Alfalfa 
is the principal crop grown by irrigation. 

RASHER DITCH (D-467). The present ditch,consists of the original 
ditch and three extensions. Its length is about four miles and the 
total cost was about $3,500. The ditch covers 420 acres, nf which 230 
acres were irrigated during 1914 at a cost of approximately $1.25 per 
acre. 

CARPENTER DITCH (D-487). A ditch two miles long was built 
in 1894, at a cost of $530, and water was conveyed to 200 acres. White 
river is subject to spring floods and in 1909 the dam at the head of this 
ditch was washed out. The 'Present owner of the land under the ditch 
has abandoned the upper portion of the ditch and has installed a 35-
horsepower engine and pump on the bank of the river. Water to irri
gate 40 acres is pumped into the old ditch, and in addition, water is 
raised 30 feet to the table, where 160 acres are irrigated by a short 
ditch. The cost of the new ditch and pumping plant was approximately 
$2,1)00. 

The following tables show the status of the canals along the White 
river and tributaries: 

• 

• 

• 



STATl-~S Ot' TilE CANALS ~LONH THE \\'HITE RI\'ER 
~~~~~~~~==~============= 

Operat~d 1 Acl"l:'.lg'(' ----' ---
~o. Built Cost 

Yt>nr )Jile I 1 
Under 

1 

Irrig. 

------------------· ----------- Yr. _ ~lile_l, Ditch i- 1912 

------·----·-·-- 191: ________ : 10 I 6 
$ 60.00 )!)05 _,_,_,_, ! 5 ,_,_,_,_,,_, 

Lewis Ditch------------------------ A 340 I 1896 .3 
Ditch _______________________ D 520 : 1895 .2 

+)1.' 
& 0. 

Reptl-~ lnl:! 

_:~ 1. _j -------
' 

••••••••• I 
...... !1 

Private 
Hughson ········· 
l)it>drlckson Ditch ______________ n 562 ..... 
)Jn~on Dltch----------------------·---- I .\ :t17 
.Tacobson Ditch-------------------- D 561 
( 'rawfor1l f'itiZPll~ IHtt-h .. ]) 4H l~!Hi 

t 'r:nvforrt Citizens Ditch.. n .-,!11 
Rohy Dltch .. _____________________________ ______ A 8!\8 1906 

Rutt("rworth Ditch....................... D 4!)() 
Hairs Ditch No. 2 ........................... I n 47~<' lS!l:i 
"~bite River Irrigation Hitch .. : D 477 1 l~!l:i-6 
"~hlte River Irrigation Ditch... .-\ O:tR 
Pinnl;'y & D""nslow Reser\·oir I .\ 11:.!2 
Harris & Cooper Ditch ..... D 4H·l 18fi.!-3 
'Vilkinson Ditch....................... . ... 1 .\ 4:.!1 
Rasher Ditch.................... .. ........ D 467 1~!l-l 

Hasher Ditch.................. .. .. I A 4.16 ,I 

Rasher Ditch ... _........................ .. .. i .\ ;'134 
Haslwr Ditch.......................... 1 .-\ 7-lO 
For be's Extension .......................... i .\ ll:.!R 
7:uen & Schmelzle............... : .-\ 47:l 

I Welling Ditch ______________________________ ··-- 1 D 46-q 
. l~!lR 

i 1."93 
1895 Mecham Ditch....................... .. .. 

1 
.-\ 500 

\\'right's Ditch............................. I A 775 1905----6 
Simmons & H. Irri. Co ............... 1 A 730 , 1_903 
Ku~Pl \~.lite Uiver Ditch.. .\ 1:167* i 

Sandy SteWart Ditch.................... A 427 t 

I 
I 

Schaffer & Blust Ditch............... A 525 
Carpenter Ditch ....................... .. D #7 

A 5S8 
A 707 

[1894" ' 
Carlson Ditch .................................... .. 
llehbert Irrigation Ditch ............ .. 11900 

.3 

.5 

-~ 
:!.-), 

S. 

.8 
4. 

.5 

.3 
.7 

1. 
1. 

I. 
1. 
.2 
1. 

.5 I 

50.00 1006 _, i 20 
1oo.oo 1noo . ____ 1 s 

75.00 Hl07 Ill 

200.00 lHOO 
1 

4850.00 1!1141 
3600.00 !!l14 I 

.................... 

10000.00 
HIH I 

1914 
400.00 1 \11-t- i 

3000.00 11!114 

.................... 

.................... ..... 

I ................... 
100.00 Hl05 

I 

Ill 

300.00 W14 
2000.00 1H07 lll 

800.00 1fH)7 
100.00 Jnl4 

15 
4000 

20 
5 

ti. lf'W 

5. OOOj 

. ........•• 1 

s. 
.8 

4. 

.... ,1"' 

.1 

1. 

uoo! 
50i 

420: 

••••I···· 
80 i ..... 
40' 

:_>()()' 

280 
100 

.................... 

~~i~ I~.:: 
60 ~ . 

2000.00 100 .... 
530.00 200 I 

' 1000.00 1908 i lll 110 
1000.00 !n14 210 I 

AhnndoneU 
d- D444 

:-o-1 !11:.! 'f 2.:-.o, Partnet·~hip 
6CO ' 1.00 I Partnership 

700 
35' .... 

335 

......... ' d- D477 

.......... 1 

2.50 1 Partnership 
1.25 Private 
1.25 Partnership 

e- D467 
. e- A456 

.. ' •- ::I :: ~~~ 
~I 

I 
j(j(j I .......... . 

... : ....... ! 

40 200 

76 I 50 I 

\ Priva.te 

.23 Partnership 
.......... 

I .......... Wn~hed out 

......... i Private (1) 

Private (1) 

1:0 
0 
> 
;d 
1:;1 

0 
"'1 
H 

;d 
;d 
H 

0 
> 
>-3 
H 

0 z 
::r:: 
H 

0 
::r:: 
~ 
> 
>< rn. 

> z 
1:;1 

1:;1 i ;d 
> 

I ...... z 
> 

l 0 
t<J 

.... 
-.1 ... • l 

l 

~ i 

I 



STATUS OF THE CANALS ALONG THE WHITE RIVER-(ConUnued) 

================~~ ===7============~================================ 
~ No. 

• Water right pending. 
-t No further information available. 
+ Maintenance and operation. 
m Dam washed out that year. 

Built 

; ~Iile 

•..••••• 1 

........ I 

rl An additional water rigllt for ditch (number). 

Cost 

P .\n exteusio·u to tlitcll (numher). 
r Dit('h wa:o; uever used. 
(1) Ditch shortened and (Hir.lping plant installed pumping into 

shortene1l dit<.>h. 

1 

l 
1 
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STATUS OF THE CANALS ALONG THE TRIBUTARIES OF WHITE RIVER 

! No. Built 

Year ! ~Iile 

SPRING BRANCH 
".rucker Ditch ............ . 

KYLE CREEK 
Kyle Cr. Ditch ............... . 

BULL CREEK 
Johnson Ditch No. 1 

DEEP CREEK 
Green Ditch ........... . 
Deep Creek Ditch .. . 

CHARCOAL CREEK 

i D 557 
i 

• ••.•••••• ! D 522 

I 

1883 

D 519 1895 

A 203 
n 525 

Total 

19(10 
lSOO 

Klein Ditch ............. . . .............. : D !lS2 1&S2 

CEDAR CANYON CR·;~;K 
Cedar Canyon DitdL. ..... . 

DEADMAN CREEK 
Stewart Ditch ...... A :134 11<\16 
Phillips Ditch ...... A 547 1000 
Linderman Ditch ···········--······ A564 1900 
Porter & Rasmussen ........................ ~ 562 1902 

Total 

SOLDIER CREEK 

1. 

.3 

.8 

.2 

1.0 

.3 

.:i 

.3 

.3 

.5 
1. 

2.1 

~~pPra~-e~ ~~~~----~-t~: I 
[ (Tmler Irri~C I Repts , 1912 

C'o~t 

2.'::.1-~I ile _Ditch 

1

_ 1012 . 1914 __ _ 

50.00 19061 ........ I 10 ··········· 

350.00 1fH)'7 

300.00 1!l14 .R 
100.00 Hl141 .2 

-----
$ 400.00 

i 

1.0 

$ 50.00 1!l0fl 

:100.00 HIH .i'i 

200.00 1Hl-! .3 
100.00 1914 .'l 
200.00 1!}00 

200.00 HH4 1. 
----
~ 700.00 1.6 

I 

20 .......... . 

14 
4 

18 

14 
4 

18 

14 
4 

18 

: Private 
1 

Prh·ate 

8 ........... ··········· 

20 

15 
10 
10 

100 35 

135 3f.i 

13 
10! 

Prh·ate 

e- A54i 
35 $ .60 Prh·ate 

58 

Rodgers Ditch ......... D 546 1883 .2 $ 100.00 1H02 10:. 



S'l'ATIJS OJ.' THE CANALS ALO'SG THE TRIBUTARIES o:F \\'IIITJo; RI\'t:R-(('ontinued) 

Xo. 

-----------------------~-----
Swanson Ditch ......... . 

WHITE CLAY CREEK 
Little Saw Log Dit<:h. 
Brockway Ditch ... 
Ha1.elton Ditch. 
Hutzell Vitch .. 
Hiw . .'ker Diteh ... 
Cooper Diteh .............. . 

. ... i .\.. 7RG 

Total 

:.\ H9 
.-\ 256 

"~llite Rivet· Irrigatiou Dit(·h .... ·j A 65.) 
McFarland Ditch ............................... D 900 

! 'l'otal 
SAW LOG CREEK 
Little Saw Log Dit(·h. A S·tn 
Baker Dit(•hes .......... ..... A &'4 
Van 'l'l't't'('li. Canal . fA lOHS 

Stephenson Ditch .. ' A 8..):! 

Total 
ENGLISH CREEK 
llcDowell's s. H.e:-wrvoir .. .\ 77:! 

S(IUAW CREEK 
DanielS & Stetson. A :!7 

\Vhite River Irrigation Vit('ll.. .\ IJ.)ol 

~qunw ..('reek ... A Jl:t! 

Cooper Diteh .. .\ 333 

Total 

• 

I 

Built Co:o~t 

Year ' ::\Iile 
I 

0 •........ i G!l.OO 

r ············· 

/---1 ~~---
! .2 ! $ 130.00 

.7 I$ 800.00 
1896 .8 I 400.00 
1SU4 .8 400.\XI 
1003 .5 
1000 1. 900.00 

Ac-renge +:\I. 
~--------- \\:. 0. 

Yl ~Ill{' I Dih·h lUl:! l!IH 
I 

l'uder j Irrig-.' Ht>pts lHl:! 

-----1-- ------~ 
i ::\Ierely surveyed 

I II 
l~!HJ 1 lll 

.I. '. ___ , ___ '-1----1 

;~'·. t . I 
WH "i 
lHHS ... ! . 

l!H-1- 40 

I 

•••• I 

..... Private 
. ... e- D475 

lSG-:J 1. tlOO.OO i l!IH 
1. 
1. 

-!U i 

:!tiO! 
;l:ll 
GO' 

........... 1 

:!tiO I 

:!.HO; Pri>ate 
:!.00 I Private 
........ · ti-D477 

1804 .6 265.00 HIH 

5.4 $- 33r,;;;;; 11 
.3 $ 100.00 WH 

1903 .1 ' 100.00 HIH 
11 

' 19(>" ,;:i 200.00 1!11-l-

j ............ .9 $ 400.00 

1914 .7 $ !{30.00 1\IH 

lS!l:i 1.7 1.~ 700.00 1!H)7 

l!IH 

1 18!14 1.0, 700.00 l!JH 

I -i 

I· -·· ., 
., -I~ 1400,00 

.• i ::.; 

,!; i .'~0. 

7 ,, I 

I &I 

········I 
I. j;j;,l· 70 

1.11 70 

.ao: Private 

.... I 

Private 
Private 

"~hite River 

1;:-, 1.00 Private 

J:!;j 
1Ul 

.. i Ditch filled in 
......... d- D477 

···;·~·~~I, }JrivntP 

' ..... I 



STA'l'l'S OF THE ('..\~'Al~S AI~OSG TilE TRIBUTARIES OF \VHITE RI\'ER-(('ontinut>d) 

HOOKER CREEK 
1\le.\lannis Ditf'IJ .. 
.\ lf'OI'Il Ditl'h .. 
Ronther Lake .. 

CA!IiYOX TO WIII'J'E RIVER 
.TO lit'S Diteh .. 

SAND CREEK 
. Jor<lnll Ditch .. 
Benedix Ditt'h .. 
. \rner Ditch .. 
Hnnd Creek Dit<·l! .. 
K. Rasmussf'Jl I I itt·l1 ...................... 

~yJuli('lltE> Ditel• .. 

U'J'TLE COTTO~\\'OOD 
('REEK 

f>tHlt} & MeDowLll. 
Doflcl & ::\IcDowt>ll Ditch 
~ttlflrt Bros. IHteh .................. ...... 

Thos. ~tuart I lit I'lL 
Dunn's Ditch ......... ................... 
Stewart & Maplp IHtch .. 
Kusel Ditch No. 2 .......................... 
Kusel & Spearman. ........................ 

~u. Hni!t 

) YPar 1 .\lile 

IH>21:-I ~ 
A .-.:u:~ 1 HHG .:J 
-\ !H~ 1 1!107 .1 

'.fotal 1.\i 

! 

.I 800 .ln1 :-l .. 
. I ii:-)1 1!)()"2 .. 
.I 1 '-!1 ,:-1 
A 77!1 
.\ 7li7 1.5 
\ 811 
\ 11!JO 

Total 2.7 

: .\ l:.!'j(j t 
A 995 I 1910 .7 
A 8 I 1S!l6 I. 
]) 4:?5 18\ll .:J 
A 649 1902 1.2 
A 6~,6 1902 .7' 
A 560 1900 .5 
A 677 1001 l.{i 

Cost I _OJlf'l'Htf'~-
: Cntlt'r 

i Yt'.l :\lile Ditf'h 
--!--~-·--

1 . 

300.00 i 101-! ' 
.................... ll!Jl-! I 

Hll--!' 

$ 300.00 

.............. ll!JH 

~ 300.00 lUH 
2ii0.00 l~H 

1000.00 (:!) 

-----
1550.00 

$ 500.00 WH 
800.00 1~14 
300.00 WH 
460.00 1~14 

600.00 ll!>H 
150.00 1!11-1-
300.00,lfiH 

.G 

.:l 

.I 

1.0 

,7 

.7 
,;; 

1.2 

.7 
1. 

.3 
1.2 .. 

.5 
l.ii 

60 
140 
100 

300 

30 
:Jo 

so 

200 
260 

701 
HiO' 
67 

1:10' 
300 

Aeren~e 

Irrig, llt>pts j 
l!il~ 1fll4 

·--·~-

30 I... I 

so i ... 
5' 100 

115! 
---

100 

1 
10 

I ..... 

11 

10 
.... : 

150 200 
25 :?5 
80 150 
l[i ; 67 
30 I 30 
70 60 

~ 

.:!3 
~.00 

.... 
' 
' 

........ I 

··-····· 
.::.-. 

l.OU 
.7:1 

~.on 

Prhate 
Private 
l'J'ivate 

PriyatP, 

I'1ivate 
Prh·atf' 

Partnership 
Jlartnel'ShiJl 
PriYate 
Private 
Partnership 
Private 



S1'..\TL'S Of~ THE CANALS ALO:SG THE TRIBUTARIES OF WHITE RIVER-(C'nntlnuf'd) 

! 
--------~ 

~immons Ditch .... 
Brmulhurst Dit<"1L 
l{usel Dit('h __ 

SPRING CREEI{-A tributary 
of Little Cottonwood Creek 

Forhes' Ditch. . ................. . 
\Volt! Ditch ... 
:\(O!'Zf'tf'r f)jt(•h .. 
S\YinhnBK Jtpspn·oir .. 
~pring- Creek Ditch. 
~prit1,:.r Creek Ditch No. 
Spriug Crepk Ditch ~o. 1. 

!'OTTONWOO)) ('REI-:K 

Hnsmnssen Ditch 
~- Rasmussen .. 
Carlson Ditch 
l'ilster Dit('h 

FI .. OOU U'ATJ<:RS 
J,PJteh;lll ltest>rYoiJ' .. 

Xo. 

A 521 
.\ 1:!64 
A 183 

Total 

-~ 66-1 
A 739 
Dl()H• 

•. \ J!!,}S 

D 4G6 
D 473 
A 7S..~ 

Total 

-~ 444 
.\ 528 
A 409 
A 776 

Totnl 

-\1278 

Built Cost Operated Acreage +)'-I 
A· 0,; 

l'Par ~lile ! Under Irri,l!.' Hf'pts ': 1!11:? / 

I
. I Yr. i. ~tile~ •• Dlt('h 11012. '. l!IH 1 1 

---,---1--,-~-- --~--~1--~----
! ' 

l&<JU .5 4:;().00 19~~ :5' 8~ . ........ ~~ ~ ~ig I -~ Privnte 

1800 1.5 i 500.00 Hll-4 l.;"i 120 120 
1 

120' .. _._·_·_·_·_·_-.1 Privute 

............ I ~I $ 4030.00 7.9 1397 580! 022 I 

1002 .:, 
1904 .'l 

.li 

------··1 
1894 .8 
1895 
190.j 2.2 

4.7 

1898 8. 
·, 

190-2 '2: i 

.71 

10.7 

100.00 1914 
100.00 1905 

t 

700.00 WH 
600.00 (3) 
900.00 1914 

-----
2400.00. 

2800.00 t2) 
(2) 

1500.00 1005 
150.00 

----
$ 44,.0.00 

' ........ 

' 
I 

.5 ! 

.s 

2.2 

3.5 

m 

0.0 

...... I 

30 
9() 

60 

400' 

;)S() 

200 

200 

I 
) Private 

I 
30: 35 

··::::::::: i 
125 ::::::::I 

60 55 

300 140 

390 :roo 

1.00 : Prh·n te 

1.00 Partnership 

.......... Is 
........ 's 

:::::::I Cancelled 

r 

··I 

--------- i 





ST.-\'I'LTS 01·' TilE C..\.:SALS AI..ONG THE TRIBUTARIES OF \\"JIITE RIVJ<~R-(('ontinued) 

~0- Built Cost Opt>ratPtl 

DRY DRAW I 
G. Earnest Ditch............................... A 1001 

'J'RUSK BtJT'I'J<~ {'RI<~EK 

.\moek's Ditch. 
~lrydpl''~ I lilt·ll. 

lli<:AD HORSE CRE.;K 
Goff DitclL .. 
J. K~nery .............. . 
Fl:q.;-g- Butte IJiteh .. 
.T. Harley ............... . 
(;{•iser Ditch .. 
H.o_y, A. Slnttet'J 
T. L. Goff .......................... . 

.t 

--------1 
........ ; 

D 460 
\ t::~i-"'i~ 

Total 

v 4.17 
J) 4!l3 
IJ 4:!7 
ll 488 
A ti58 
A 740 
[) 441 

Total 

Year 

1S!l3 

1."!11 
1894 
1H0'2 
18SG 
Hmt 

CHADRON CREEK 
'l'ug \Vilson's Ditch .... 
\Vnllace \Vilson Ditch .......... . 

D -!J-3 ! 1Stl3 
D 41H UID~ 

llnlt Diamond E. Ditch ... . D 41l8 
i D 42G Gallup's Ditch .......................... . 

I.OSE TREE CREEK 
'l'homas Ditch .... - ...... . 
BPnm Dit(•h ............ . 

Total 

A 780 

············1 \ 1:!4G 

Total 

1~9--l 

1800 

~Iile 1 l.'ntlt•l' Inig. HPpt~ 

......... / ~ _'_l_il_e! __ P_i t_<_hl_1l_ll .:._ _1'_.11_4 __ . 

i 
I 

Jfi;J,O<J 1 nH:o 

____ I 
.5 $ 1r.: •. tl() I 

.s ~ 100.00 1 ,o;;;!l:i 

.5 

.1 
1. 
.1 

~~g~~~~~ 
UO.OO 1 !IO:~ 

Jtxx.>.ool

1

,l>11 
~GJ.OO l!IH 

2.8 $ 1:;.-.;o.oo:. 

.7 $ 
.G 

1.5 
.3 

3.1 $ 

57;';.0011\1(1~ 1ll 

300.00, wnt 

100.(){)1 ],"i!l:! 

\J7::i.OO,. 

1.5 300.tXI, <-
dam 

1.-> $ 30<1.01\. 

1. 
.1 

1.1 

0.0 

;-. 

:; 

]II 

1.1 

!)(J (~I :-o 
_L-, l:i 

J::( l 7:! ~(l 

GO 
:!;) ... 
H 

1:!!) 

J(U) 

.-- ----
100 • ••••••••• 1 ••••• 

+)J. 
& 0. 
1~1 I:! 

PrivatP 
Privati-' 

I 

::0 
M 
"C 
0 ~ ::0 
>-3 J 
0 ·~ "'l 

~ rn 
>-3 

I > 
>-3 
M 
M 
~ 
0 z :~ 

' M 
M 
::0 

-~ 

~ 

l 



STATUS OF TilE CANALS ALONG THE TRIBUTARIES OJ<' WHITE RIVER-(Contlnned) 

Xo. Built Cost 

I Yem· Mile 

---------------1---------

DRY RUN CREEK 
1 I 

Campbell's Ditch .............................. I A 919 
Wm. Guse ............................................ ' A1345 
Marsh & Weston .............................. · A-1361 ! 

CANYON TO WHITE RIVER 

0 

u 
u 

OpP!'liiPtl AcreagP 

Fnde1· Inig. H~pts 
Yr. l\lile l>iteh lHl:! i Hn4 , _____ ! ___ , ___ , ___ _ 

........ I ..... 

i - I .a 10() ............ $ .35' Private Schwabe Ditch .................................. . 
I 

A 908 1908 _!) $ 5o.oo 1nu 

RUSH CREEK 
Braddock Ditch..................... A 706 1902 
Braddock's Extension.................... A 825 1906 

'l'otal 

MADDEN CREEK 
!1', Flannigan...................................... A. 7H3 
0. R. Flntlnigan................................ A 771 
TI'ier Ditch -----------·····-······-················· A 830 

Total 
BORDEAUX CREEK 

' I.oeket Ditcl1 ............................. . 
.\llams IHtch ...... . 

--1 D 494 
n 450 

ltichnrds Ditch .............. . 'D 430 
Hichards Ditch ................................. . D 446 
Burn's Ditch ....................................... . A 584 
hfann's Ditch ..................................... . D 975 
County Ditch ..................................... . D 983 
XelsoH'R Ditch ................................... . A 478 

1001 
1905 
1906 

t 

1890 
1892 
1900 
1893 

t 
1879 

1. 
.5 

1.5 

Ll 
.5 
.5 

1.0 

.2 
.1 
.5 
.7 

1.2 
.5 

.6 

$ 500.00 1914 1. 

···················· 1914 ,5 

$ 500.00 1.5 

$ 1000.00 1914 

. --- _1_~()():()() I i;i~ II 

n 

$ 2000.001 .... 

$ 25.00 c 
7;J.OO 1!)05 
50,00 lnll 

265.00 c 
10000.00 1904 

100.00 1f.I0'2 
. ................... 

1000.00 1BOS 

361! 300 

=::::..:j:::= 
360 300 

I 
25 :!5 

:wo 
GO 30 

::!S.i [i;j 

10 
3:) 

25 
4tKI 

10 

25 --· i 

~' 

1() 

----------·· 

1.00! Private 
; e- A700 

1.25 Priyate 

(11 



~TATl"S 01•' THE CANALS ALO:SG THE TRIBUTARIES OJ!' WHITE RIVER-((;ontinued) 

Xo. Built Cost j Opemte£l ) Acreage 

Year l\Iile ~- --- -~ i:nrler --~~~~·ig. Uepts 

+~!.' 
& 0. 
me 

Nelson's Irrigation Plant.. ......... . A 494 
Bryant's Ditch ................................... . D 434 
l\Iorrisey Canal ................................ . D 491 
Ilall's Ditch ....................................... . D 437 
Mnrten's Ditch ................................ . A 690 

Bacon's llit<'h .... ··················-············ D 445 
~Iarten's Ditch .................................. . A848 
o·nouncll's Ditcll ............................ .. A 432 

Total 

LITTL·~ BORDEAUX CREEK 
Collins Reservoir............................. A 780 
Butler Ditch........................................ D 443 
Fr~ul:v ])itdl. .. * DlOOB 
Good J)itch ........................................ . 
IInt·tzell's Ditch .............................. . 

A 783 
D 448 

0 

1891 

1891 
t 

: 1894 
t 
t 

1904 
1894 
H.IOO 
1905 
1893 

'l'otal I ............. . 

(~ANYON TO \\rHI'l'E RIVER 
Marten's Ditch.................................... A ®6 

BE..r\ VER CREEK 
Rickman Dit(•h ....................... A ()81 
Cilek Hiteh ....................................... A 513 
Rtnstney Vitl'h ................................ i A 330 
Hyser !)itch ........................................ ' A 303 
Braddock Ditch .................................. 1 D 423 

19()'2 
1890 
1895 

' 1896 
11895 

, Yr.: :\Iile. Ditch ; Ht12 1914 
--------'--:----- -

I I I 
·····---1 .8' 

.21 

.3 ~ 

··:;; i 

,2 

5.8 $ 

.7 $ 

.2 

.7' 
1.5i 
.7 

250.00 WH 
100.00 

60.00 ID!t2 I 

........ 2Q{i~<Xl 1 ;·t•oo 

12125.00 

200.0011914 
100.00 1U14! 
1 73.()() 1907 
350.00 1907 
260.00 1Dl4 1 

" 

.3: 

·······I 
....... : 

.5 

.7 

.2 

.7 

o.s $ 1085.oo I 1.6: 

L 

.7 I$ 

.3 

.7 I 

I 

1(~).00 11914 ; .7 : 
150.00 1006 Ill ' 

100.00 I! 1H07 ....... . 

200.00 1890 --------
700.00 11914 1. I 

50 o) 

10 ... 
-I o I······--

30 

10 
-I 

610 31 
I 
I 

30 10 
35 S1 
25 ............ 
G5 
75 40. 

230 58 1 

15 -- .. ..1 
I 

I 
751 90' 

40 I ......... . 

ao! .. 

1.GO 
10 i ..... 

15 
50 
20 

140 

24 
8 

Private 

1.00 I Private 
:!.(K) ,.Private 

......... I 

40 .flO I Private 

72 

20 i 

I 

90 Private 

.......... : Cant'elle1l 
72 Private 

... 
00 
0 



• -.----- -~.------- ,,------------

(1) VmW OF l>' ILL TO BAYARD STATE AID BRIDGE 
(2) VIEW OF FEED YARDS AND ALFALFA FTELD, Wl':STl':RN NEBRASKA 



S'J'ATlJS O~· THE CANALS AI,ONG THE TRIBUTARIES OF WHITE RIVER-(ConUnued) 

No. ·Built Cost OpP.rated 
1 

Acreage +M.] 

Year I Mile -- -,- -11h1d~r --Irrig~ Rept; ·~, fn~2 II 

___________ ' ____ ! ___ , __ _! ____ Yr.
1 

Milel Ditch 1912 I 1914 _______ _ 

.r. F. Braddock........... . D 974 11897 ! 1.5 1 1050.00 i!J14·
1

-1:5 --;;;;· --:;5 ·-so -==!-Private ----
Braddo<'k Ditch ............................... A 468 · ' ........ ·. ··-·····]·········-·· ............ ............ . ......... II d- D974 
Lockler Ditch ......... --------·-············· D1017 1892 1. 550.00 1H14' 1. I 150 150 --------···· .......... Privnte 

2:50.00 I-- 4.2 1 460 375

1 

222 --··--···-

1 

Total 5.5 $ 

oo.oo .. I. . SHERIDAN CREEK 
Getchell Ditch ................................. . D 410 t .5 $ 

I 
I 

WHITE CLAY CREEK ! I 
l'ine Ridge Irrigation Dit<'h .. 
Brook's Ditch ............... . 
Townsend Ditch ........ . 

D HH 
A1120 
11.1054 

Total 

t 

t 
t 

1 U. S. Indian Serviee 2.r.l ~ 

;; ! • =:::~ 1,_

9

_

1

_

4 

__ ._··_::_:_!_:_•·_:_··:_·:_·_ :_1 :_::_::_:: __ ·:·_· _

1 

__ 4_7_0_'_._·-_···_--_--_:_! -----------

470 

11 Dams. n Dam washecl out the following season. 
·~ \\"flteJ' rig-ht pending. 11 An additionnl water right for ditch (nntnheJ'). 
t :l"\o further iuformation nvailahlP. e An extension to lliteh (number). 
+ Maintenance and operation. u Ditch still undpr construction. 
~~ Diteh not used for years. o No construction worl:;: done. 
m Dam washed out that year. s No wntf'r eYer flivE'rtl:'il from the Rtream. 
(1) Ditch was never used, water sup}Jly diverted from Saw I.og Creel ... 
(:!) Simply ploughed out ditches along the hillside and caugh t storm water. 
qq \Vater for land under D473 now carried through ditf'h A78R 
(4) Hrwer pipe laid for ditches prodll('ed the high cost. 



182 REPORT OF STATE ENGINEER 

IRRIGATION FROM HAT CREEK AND ITS TRIBUTARIES 

The irrigated areas along Hat creek and its tributaries lie in scat
tered tracts in the bottoms. The West Hat Creek Ditch, built by B. E. 
Brewster in 1880, was the first irrigation enterprise undertaken in the 
northwestern portion of the state. The C. F. Coffee Ditch was built by 
C. F. Coffee during the following year. Many ditches were built along 
the various streams tributary to Hat creek during the succeeding years 
and one ditch was recently completed. The flow of each of these streams 
is small and some of the streams are dry during the summer. These 
streams are all over-appropriated and during the later summer months 
the flow is nearly all used for domestic and stock purposes and but little 
water can be diverted for irrigation. The country is very rough and no 
large system to cover a considerable area will be constructed owing to 
the high cost of construction and the shortage of the water supply dur
ing the summer months. Many more acres could be brought under irriga
tion by the construction of reservoirs to store the spring floods. 

There are seven existing appropriations from Hat creek, totaling 
13.23 second-feet. One appropriation has not been used during the past 
ten years, but the others were used during 1914. Seven ditches have 
been built along Hat aeek, and six were in operation during ·1914. 

This section of the state is devoted almost entirely to stock raising. 
While some gardening is done for home use, wild hay and alfalfa are the 
principal crops grown by irrigation. 

The land is owned as stock ranches and the value is determined by 
this industry, as but a small portion of each ranch, lying along the creek 
bottoms can be irrigated. The territory drained by Hat creek and its 
tributaries is located some distance from the railroad and crops could not 
be grown profitably for the outside markets. Below is given a summary 
of the canals within this drainage basin: 



SU~UlAJH OF (J.\~.\I.S FRO~l IIA'I' ('REEK AND l'I'S 'l'RIBU'I'ARIES 

Hat Creek .......... . 

Boggy Creek ........ .. 

'Varbonnet Creek. 
Tributaries: 

Jim Creek ............ . 
.Monroe Creek ...... . 
Sow Belly Creek .. 
Spring Creek ........ . 
Prairie Dog CrePk 
Cedar Creek .............. . 
Little Red Creek ........... . 

SltUHW 

Plum 

Total for 'Varbonnet Creek 
and Tributaries .... 

Creek ....... . 
Creek ..... . 

('hen~· Cn•f'k .. 
Lickett Creek .......... . 
Htrenm (no name) ........................... . 
.Tim Creek ................... . 
Antelope Creek ............. . 
Whitehead Creek ............... . 
Canyon to Hat Creek ........................... . 
Canyon to Indian Creek ................. . 
Long Branch Creek ................................... . 

Total tor Tributaries ot Hat Creek 

Total for Basin 

Canals Built 
----M~ile- ;·-A-cr_e_a_g_e~ I' --~~~ 

~o. age Covered Cost 

6 

n 

4 
3 
8 

3(1 

:1 
1 
1 

4 
1 

57 

64 

I 

7.6 1,135 $ 4,610 _, _____ _ 
4.0 

9.o I 

2.6 
5.2 
6.3 
1.5! 
.1 

:!.0 
.5 

27.2 I 

2.9' 
.3 
.4 

1.2 i 

.s 

.7' 
3.8 

.3 

390 

815 

155 
312 
G50i 

70! 

2,037 i ~ 

236 
7 

12 
140 

25 
150 

475 

3,880 

:-1]:-. 
3,4-!;:) 
4.!17G 

liOO 
100 

13,43:i 

1.275 
400 
12ti 

].;>()() 

G25 

560 2.3()(1 
5 I 3<~J 

.......... i 100 

1. 
0
1 

2
4
00
8 ~ l()o I 

-~I ---~---""_ 
43.3 

50.9 

3.810 $ 

4,1!45 1$ 

21,785 

26,395 

Canal~ Operated, 1914 

----,Mile -=---:Ac-;~-~~~ 
No. age CoYered 

6 

2 

3 

17 

., ., 

4 

28 

34 

7.3 

2.0 

5.fi 

1. i 
:J.:J 
3.7 
1.2 

Ui 

17.(1 

.. 
3.8 

.4 

25.9 

33.2 

1,125 I 

320 

5E'O 

1:!5 
277 
470 

70 

115 
c'O 

150 
560 

18 

2,S90 

4,015 

Acreage 

T~·~ig-ated i 
1912 

305 

Acreage 

1914 
Hevorted 

400 

15 ' 33-> 

535 378 

70 110 
~:m u·,7 
340 ~l)() 

40 30 

75 ···-········--·· 
](I 

40 60 
120 3D! 

10 15 

1,4U7 1,924 

},8()2 1 2,32U 



STATUS OJ<' THE CANALS ALONG HAT CREEK AND ITS TRIBUTARIES 

The following table shows the status of the canals from Hat Creek and its tributaries: 

Xo. Built Cost Opprat<·~l AcrPnge +~!. 
--~~~ --~---- & 0. 
Year Mile l IHler Ir-rr~:. 1 Hepts 1912 

---1-- Yt· :II ile j Ditch 1191~ 1914 ------,---- ---,~~----

llAT CREEK 
\Vest Hat Creek IJite!J .. I> ;:;.:;;; 11SSO I.:: * 1W.OO 1014 I..! 100 1 70 $ .35 
Antrim Ditch ..... A GfJ-.t. '1900 I. 300.00 1914 1. 40 i 25 40 J.(KI 

Au trim Dam ..... A 83! !900 .G 500.00 10H .il 40 10 40 
c. F. ('oft"pp I J i I I']J v ;j}:! 1881 3. 3000.00 IBH ··- ;"I(,KJ ~~"· :~:!:1 1.:!0 

Miller Ditch ..... ····················· A 3H 11896 .5 400.00 Wl4 .5 25: 0 
Coffee & Son lJitcll ............ A 123G ! 1913 I. 1914 1. 420 I 0 
Haas DitC'lL -1. 510 ~ 1&.19 .3 300.00 1002 Ill 10 I •••••••••••• 

1 ........... 
-----··- -1 

'l'otul 7.G $ 4610.00 7.:11 113:-i :wr. 405 
! 

BOGGY CREEK 
Mnrtin's Ditch .. ----------1 A 34:! 1188G" . 

,;) c 25' ••... 15 
Bannon's Ditch .. .......... t ]) 560 .G $ 125.00 51 ..... 
"\Vickersham DitelJ.. ~'l 701 1U05 1.5 IOU 1.5; 260 i :!60 
Smitl1 Ditch ...... .......... t II il2G 18D:2 .il 250.00 30' ... 
'l'hos. Holly .......... ............................. ! )) !)'.)() I 1S.S7 _:; 10 I. 

ooi Ill!! Jn-igntiou 1>itdl .................... ,\ SS6 mos .G JO(),()() 1914 .tl! 1ii (]() l.riO 

'l'otnl 1 ........... 4.0 $ 47tJ.OO 2.fl 
--;;;;;! -----;-;; 

3:t5 

WARBONNET CREEK 
I 

Garton Ditch .. D 003 1893 _; $ 235.00 1008 100! .. 
Kay's Ditch ... ................... ]) 958. 1887 .G 100.00 1008 10 
,J. Anderson ...... v 539 I 188'J I. 200.00 1908 

i 

;o 
Nolan Ditch No. D 957 118S7 " ilO.OO HH2 5 ;'j 2.(10 

Nolan Ditch No. 2 .. ]) 959 18SS .G 300.00 W12 25! 10 20 !.(HI 
Rit•llle Ditf•h ........ lJ 538 'H<Gl . 5 245.00 1!)()8 25; .. 

~ 
Printte t"1 
Privnte '"0 

0 
Private ~ 
l'l'i\'Hil' >-3 
Priratc 0 

'TJ 
w 
>-3 
> 
>-3 
t"1 

t"1 
z 

Prh·nte Cl z 
t"1 
trJ Prh·ute 
~ 

I • I 

-~-

i 
I 



SUMMAR\' 0~' CANALS ~'RO~I HA'l' CREEK AND ITS TRIBUTARIE8-(Contlnued) 

Warbonn~t Ditch No. 2 .. 
'Varbonnet Ditch No. 3 ......... . 
•. nrhounet })i"teh .. 

.JIM CREEK-~\ tributary of 
'Varbonnet Creek 

'\'n(Hlrufl"s South llitdL. 
Slattery Dit('h ......................... . 
Dout Bros. Ditch. 
Jim Creek Ditch 

MONROE CREEK-.\ tributary 
of Warbonnet Creek 

Noreisch'.s Ditch .......... .............. 
Big Monroe Creek Diteh .. 
Schilt's Monroe Creek ....... 
Wooden Shoe ....... 
Nf'il .Jordan Ditch. 
c. Jordan .............. 

SOW BELLY CREEK-A trib-
utary of Warbonnet Creek 

~nttn Ditch ... 
Barne's Reservoir ............. 
Canoll Dit('lL 

I 

Xo. 

Total 

I) ;"~{G 

D 543 
D 981 
D 502 · 

'rotal 

__ B_u_i_I_t __ j Cost 11 O~l~:~dP~l- -----~creag~--- t~: I 

.
1' 

Year .~··.~.ule I· I . .. Cnder Irrig.[ .. Hepts !. HH2] 
----~~+;\lile~_Ditchl·lU12 1 1914 , ___ ,_ 

'1908 2. I 1000.00 '
1

1914 2. 120 ! 100 
1 

104 .75 Private 
1912 1.5 1 750.00. 1914 1.5 160! 160 Private 
1~7S ., 1000.00 11914 2. 300 260 1 254' 1.00 PriYate 

lS'JO 
1892 
1889 
1891 

------1 ---' 

9.0 $ 3880.00 '........ 5.5 . 

.9' 170.00 t 

.7 145.00 1914 .7 

.7 i 100.00 1914 .7 

.3; 100.00 1914 .3 __ , 
-----

2.6 1 -~ 515.00 

I 

1.7 

815 

30 ........... . 
20 I 20 

651 30' 
40 20 

' 

1551 70 

I 

20 
60 
30 

110 

I 

......... ] Ca?celled 
........ ' Pnvate 
1.50 Private 

.50 PriYate 

:A S3 i 
! 

• ....... i . ................... c 
' !) 506 ' 1888 2. I $ 300.00 1914 L 120 so 
'D 509 118'<8 

:·:~·~I· 
145.00 t 35 

A 1377* . t 

::::::~~~ I ::::::~~~ A 841 woo llOOO.OO 1914 2.5 
,\.1375"' t 

157 
......... 1 

~-~~::::::I PriYate 

----
'rota I i'i.2 $ ~445.00 3.5 312 230 157 

A 4(~ I S\>:l _;, 190D m 30 
A 1268 1101~ flam ~ 1r.oo.oo 
.\ 516 

' ' .3 i f,(l,()() c 10 



STATUS or Tilt; ('1\NALS ~1.LON(i HA'l' CREEK ANH ITS TRIHL}'l'ARJ.to;S-(('unlinued) 

====== 
No. Built Cost I Orwratc•d Aereage +M. 

-)-'c_a_r ___ !_!i_l_e - ---~ - Unde~ ·~iZ Hepts t9?2 
-------------- ____ ----'~i----1-'-'r_·. ,_li_I_il_o._D_it_el_l 1-1_9_1_~ ___ 19_1_4_1_ _ ___ -------

Old Sow Belly Ditch,"." D ;J:~3 1884 1.5 
1. 

.fJ 

1475.00 1!)H 1.;:; 
1 

300; 200 200: ~ .7:i l'rivnte 
I. , O'Connell CanaL .. 

Zimmerman Diteh .. 
Montgomery DitelL 
Jordan Ditch ....... 
.Jordan Ditch,""" 
Jordan D!tcb".·"· 

SPRING CREEK-A triLutary 
or Sow Belly Creek 

.-\ l:!SS* 
A 532 
D .J5!) 
D ;);)6 

A 4:!4 
,\ (i6~ 

Total 

Sp'ting Creek Ditch............ D 53:! 
Hall's Spring Creek Ditch D 5tlO 

PRAIRIE DOG CREEK-.\ 
tributary of Sow Belly Creel' 

Total 

191~ 

1!)()(1 
1R90 
]~t)4 

1902 

1S92 
!R&l 

1. 
1.5 

1.5 $ 

200.00 JnH 
:!;)0.00 1~114 

500.00 I 1!114 
GOO.m 1!110 

457f>.OO I"" 

~00.00 i 1 nl4 
2(0_()() IWl-l 

400.1](1 I 

Schilt's Prairie Dog Dltcb...... D ;JOS 1.'-.'!Ji:.i .1 $ 100.(1() ,
1

1!l1--l 

CEDAR CREEK-A tributary 
of Prairie Dog Creek 

John Plunkett.. .............. -......... . 
Valdez Ditch ................. . 
SchUt's C. Creek Ditch ... 

D !IM' 
' D 976 1886 

D 007 , 18S5 

1 Total / """""·" 

.5 $ 150.00 HlH 
1.5 12:i.OO J:tll 

-----
2.0 $ 275.00 i 

.5 70 50 .Gn Private 
I. 70 70 71i' l.t.O Private 

.7 .10 20 ..... ·;o 1 

1.:2;) Prh·ate 
40 

d- A424 

3.7 5501 340 :J(kl: 

I 
I 
I 
I 

-~' 30 3!1 ...... I (1) 

.'I 40 40 .40 Private 

1.2 70 40 30 I 
I 

.I ........... .......... .. ........ (2) 

.-:--1 I :~•' ~) .:~:-, Private 
l. ,q) 40 -~;"i Prhate 

1.5 115 I 75 .. 

;!;) 
M ., 
0 
;!;) 
>-3 ., 
0 ~-"'l :~ 

w ~ 
>-3 i > " >-3 ~ 

M ·~ 

M '1 z 
0 ..... 

~ z 
M 
M ·.~ 

~ 

~ l 

~J 

-~ 



STATUS OF Til~~ t!ANAI~S ALO~(i 11.\'1' ()REEK AND l'l'S 'J'RIBUTARIJ-;S-(('ontinued) 

' IJj No. Built Cost Opernt£>11 Acreage +M. 
--~----- &0. 0 

Year Mile L'nder Irrig. Repts 1912 > 2! :\tile Ditch ~~~~ ~~- ~ 
~~--- 1::1 

I 
SQUAW CREEK 

..... 1 

I 0 
Dunn's Ditch ..... D 552 1891 .2 $ 125.00 1914 ., 125 123 

i 
Private ":1 

Hamlin's Ditch .. ]) roo 1889 .5 tiO.OO 1902 1 H 

Thos. Dunn's Ditch A 100 1897 1. 700.00 1910 [)() ~ 
~ 

Thomas Ditch. ·······-··---·-··········-- .\ 627 1898 .5 200.00 1914 .5 :~5 12 Private H 

Phillip Dunn's Ditch ············----···- A 376 1899 .7 200.00 1914 .7 :.!5 25 C'l 
> 
8 

Total 2.9 $ 1275.00: 1.4 2:36 12 148 H 

0 
LI'l''l'LE R~<;D CREEK-A ~ 

tributary of Prairie Dog Cr. ~ 
Zerbst Ditch .............. ························· D 551 1893 .5 $ 45.00 1914 _;, 20; 10 Priv:~tc H 

C'l 
PLUM CREEK ~ 

Plum Creek Ditch .. A 784 1!}05 .3 $ 400.00 1911 7 Cancelled 
:;; 
> 
>< CHERRY CREEK UJ. 

Cherry Creek Ditch .. D ;:'"1-UI 18!)3 .·1 $ 12il.OO 1911 12 ····- -----· ............ > 
LICKETT CREEK 

z 
1::1 

Lickett Ditch ..... " A 549 ltlOO .5 $ 500.00 100 ·I 

Llckett Ditch ..... ···················· .. t D1005 1887 .7 1000.00 1~)12 40 15 1::1 
~ 

~- > Total 1.2 $ 1500.00 140 15 H z 
STREAM-(No name) > 
Hunter Ditch ................ ................... j ,A 451 1898 .5 $ 500.00 HH2 I 10 7 1.001 

C'l ..... t>j 
Homestead Ditch .................... ........ ID 984 1891 .3 

5::::[~1 
15 

..... 
Total .8 $ 25 71 ......... 00 _, 



STATUS OF 'l'HE CANALS ALONG HAT CREEK AND ITS 'J'RIBUTARIES-(Contlnued) 

No. Built Cost Operated I Acreage I +M. 
----1 &0. 

', Year Mile i 1 Under Irrig.l Uepts 1912 

-----~-------'---~---: --~----,-~ Mile I Ditch j 1912 1914 ·-------------

~~:!se~~:r~:.. Ditch........................ A 581 1900 .7 I ......... II ~14 . 7 1GO 40 ' 6P I 

AN'J'EJ"OPE CREEK 
Ellis Ditcb ........................................ t 
•.rurner Ditch .................................... t 
Story's Ditch .................................... .. 
Gayl1art Ditch ................................... . 

WHITEHEAD CREEK 
IIarrison Ditcb .......................... . 

CANYON TO HAT CR~;EK 

A 338 
D 537 1894 
A 168 , 1896 
A 760 1902 

Total 

, D :H:7 1888 

Konrath Ditch ................ -----·---·--········ A SOS 1906 

CANYON-Tributary to Indian 
Creek 

Hlbbeln Ditch..................................... A 872 1900 

Meier Dam .... A 585 1904 

•.rota I ! ............ ! 

I 

.5 ........... llfiJ~ 
2. , ' 1000.00 

1
1!1H 

1. I 300.00 HH4 
.3 

1 
1000.00 1\IH 

~ 1 $--2300.00 

I 
! 

300.00 1!11:! 

dam!$ 

1. 500.00 1912 

300.00 1912 dam 1 

-~---

1. I $ 800.00 

.5 
:!.0 

1.0 
.3 

3.8 

~I f~) 

300 60 
180 i ··----------

120 

··········: 
60 . ....... Private 

300 .......... ' Prlvnte 
21 ········· i 

391 

5 5 ············ 

100 5 

100 50 1.00 

200 

>-' 
00 
00 



-,- - 1- - - .~------

BRIDGEPORT STATE AID BRIDGE, NORTH PLATTE RIVER, UOWING OLD BRIDGE ALSO 



STATUS 01<' THJ<~ f:ANAJ,S ALOS<i HAT CREEK AND ITS TKIBUTARIES-(('ontinued) 

No. Built Cost Operated Acreage +M. 

! Year Mile I ; Under Trri_g-, Hepts 1912 

I 
·~ 

I 

J,ONG BRANCH CREJ<JK --.--~---~ 
Long Branch Reservior......... A 1371' I t ' 
Ebert Ditch ....................................... t A 635 11901 
Borby Dam ....................................... ' A 557 1899 
O'Connell Ditch.......................... A 587 1900 

HRY GULCHES 
I!oy C. Childs ......................... . 

I 
I Total 

.. : .\ 1376' ' 

* \Vater right pending. 
~ No further information available. 
+ Maintenance and operation. 
c Ditch not used for years. 

t 

Yr. Wle Ditch ~~_1:~~ r---, 
-1- .. .. .. 1 ................... , ........ ·, 

'am.
3 

I $ ......... 50~-- .. 00 .... 11"08. 111 
10 

' ......... .. 
u .4 I 500.00 11~14 .4 i~ ....... lO ....... 15 ! .......... I 

,7 $ I 550.00 i .. -;j 
! 

.. .......... i .......... .. 

....... i 

........ I 

.4 10 15 

m Dam washed out tbat year. 
d An additional water right for ditch (number). 
(1) A second point of diversion and water right for 
(2) A second point of diversion and water right for 

I:J:j 
0 
> 
:;d 
!:;) 

0 
>Tj 

>-< 
:;d 
:;d 
>-< 
0 
> 
t-3 ..... 
0 
~ 
p:: 
>-< 
0 
p:: 
::;: 
> 
>< rn 

> z 
ditch D533. 

!:;) 

dlteh D507. !:;) 
:;d 
> >-< z 
> 
0 
t'J 

"" 00 

"' 
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IRRIGATION IN THE LOUP RIVER DRAINAGE BASIN 

During the dry years of 1891 to 1894 crops in the valleys of the 

Loup river and its tributaries were complete failures and the farmers, 
not knowing much about the practice of irrigation, entered into almost 
any scheme whereby they could obtain water for the production of crop~;. 
During this time, many enterprises were undertaken and carried to 
completion This section of the State is located in the Sand Hill region, 
and was settled principally by cattlemen. In 1898 and the succeeding 

years stockmen were able to raise sufficient feed to winter their stock 
without irrigation, and as but very few farmers in this section ever at
tempted to grow produce for outside markets at the time, all the irri
gation enterprises with very few exceptions were abandoned. 

The following table shows the decline of irrigation along Loup River 
and its tributarie~: 



RUMMARY OF CANAI.S IN THE LOUP RIVER DRAINAGE BASIN 

Canals Built CanaiR Operated, 1H14 

I 
M 1le- 1 A('reage I 

________ : ~ 
1 

age I Covere<~_ 
1

_ Cost. ~~:_ 
1 

Houth JJoup River........ ··1 4 2.9 416 $ 6,000 1 1' 
Muddy Creek.......... .. 1 .2

1 

301 300 1 ..... . 

Total 

Middle Loup River ... . 
Barton Creek .......... . 
Victoria Creek .... 

'l'otal .......... . 

North Loup River ... 
Cow Creek .... . 
Goose Creek ...... . 
(~-!'a<'ie Cl't'Pk .. 

Total... 

Loup River ...... . 
Cedar River .. 
Beaver Hiver. 
Spring Creek ............... . 
Looking Glass Creek ... . 
Shell Creelc ........................ . 

Total ............... . 

'J'otnl ror Lonp drainage- lwsin ..... 

----, ,---
5 I 3.1 446 I $ 6,300 I 

! r 

111 98.7: 32,511 1 * 158,350 1 

1-
9 

26 .. 00 .............. 2 .. ~0 .. 1' -----·----- .......... -

u ~-775 ·:::=::: I 

14 106.7 02,7;;;-l ;-· 164,125 i 2' 
I 

1 

2 

6 us.o 2ti,HOO $ 89,850' 
1 2.0 100 28ti 
3 9.5 i 1,400: 1,7iTi 

' .G 20 i 2,000 

11 80.1 ~~.4;! ;-- 93.910 
I 

1 11.0 50,000 
lO.(K) rll.OOO 

2,0 300 1,400 

1 
-~I 30 50 

1 .o ·········--·········! 250 
1 .6 120 600 

----
6 24.4 I 450 $ 1()2,~{(.H_l I l 

;:) 

I 

62,0771 !ii 
I 

:-:r,tl,(i:-J,G 1 36 214.31, 

Mile- ' Acreage 
age Covered 

300 
----- i 
-, 

300 

4 761 

. ............ 

761 

3 600 

600 

.6 1:.:1' 

.U 120 

7.ii 1,7S1 

! 

.\creage 

Irrigated 
1Ul2 

150 

150 

250 

250 

.................... 
---

----·----··········· 

400 

Acreage 

1914 
Reported 

--

300 

300 

691 

691 

100 
410 

!!0 

530 

·····--·-----·-·· 

95 
------

9i:i 

l,fiW 
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CANALS ALONG THE LOUP RIVER 

GREAT EASTERN CANAL (A-219b). The first filing for thi,; 
project was made by an individual, but shortly afterwards the Nebraska 
Irrigation Company was organized and additional filings covering both 
irrigation and the development of water power made. This company built 
four miles of main canal in 1896. In 1897 an extension of 4¥., miles and 
a distributing system were built, and in 1901 another extension of 3¥., 
miles was made to the main canal. The company claims to have built 63 
miles of canals at a cost of $275,000. This mileage must have included 
everything down to the smallest farm laterals. The cost also does not 
seem to agree with the testimony submitted before the state board of 
irrigation, which showed that 476,()()0 cubic yards of material were 
moved in the construction of the canal and laterals and that this work 
was done by contract at 6 cents per cubic yard. 

Water was run through the canal for several years and during 1901 
a maximum of 2,870 acres were irrigated. This is one of the most eastern 
canals in the United States. In fact it is located so far east in the 
belt where the rainfall is usully sufficient to produce excellent crops 
that it was never a success and after a number of years its use for irriga
tion purposes was practically abandoned. The headgates and many of 
the structures are either gone or in a state of collapse, the ditch filled 
in places, and a dam across Beaver creek was dynamited in 1905. There 
is a small orchard of 25 acres lying below this canal that was irrigated 
in 1912, but the water supply was obtained from Lost creek. 

The following table shows the status of canals from Loup river and 
its tributaries: 



STATUS 0}' THE CANALS ALONG THE LOUP RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES 

LOrt• JUVEB 
New York CanaL. 
Br('nt Eastern ('anal~ 

CEDAR RIVER 
Cedar River CanaL. . ........... -;· 

N'o. Buflt Cost 
~-----
i Year Mtle 

·A~l~-~-· 
.\ :.!Wh ~l~Hti 11. $ 50000.00 

I 

Total 1···· 

j) 221 
11894 

11. ! $ 50000.00 

10. $ 50000.00 

BEAVER RIVER 
Pion{"er Ditch. 
\Vlmlmtll Irrigation 
Great Eastern Cntutl 

D 2~7 I 1SH4 
---iA 277 11896 

............... :A 219b 

2. 
(1) 

$ 1200.00 
200.00 

·················· 

SPRINil CREEK 
Hendrix Ditch. 

LOOKING GLASS CREEK 
Great }1;astern Canal 
Monroe Irrigation Ditch. 

Total ··-··········· i 

D 290 1892 

~ ~:bl:::::::::::::: 
Total -····-···· 

2. 1$ 1400.00 
I 

.3 $ 50.00 

. 5 $ 250.00 __ , ___ _ 

.5 i $ 250.00 

Operntetl i Acreage 

1

! +M.' 

~ -~---~ Under 1 rrrig. ~ Repts f9?2 
Yr.l ~lile' Ditch 1 1912 I 1914 

1 --~-~-~-~-

c I .... ! ........ '::.:·:::.~~~ ...... \ 

=i 
........... 1 

I 
189;3 i 

l!Ht.J 300 

-r 
I 

I d- A:!HH-'·LoUtl lOver 

300 1 ........... , ........ .. 
I 

30 .......... .. 

t I ............................................ .. 

1-1-.-:- ··········I 
I 
I 

d- A219b-L•HiP River 

..... -- ____ ,;. • ---- '.!"" 



STATUS OF THE CANALS ALONG THE LOUP RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES-(Continued) 

Xo. 

SHELJ, CREEK 
! 

f:oltl'PhPrg Irrigation l'Jaut.. A _ 
Schmitt's Irrigation CanaL .......... I V :.~:.! 
(}reut Eastern Canal.. ...................... .-\ ~l!lh 

Total 

Built 

1 Yeat· 

I 

1M13 

SLOUGH 
Xovotny Ditch.................................. .\ 1:t27* r 

Mile 

.u $ 

.G $ 

OrwratPtl 

Yt·. :\file 
t;nder 
Ditch 

Acreage 

Jrrig. H.epts 
191:! i 1Hl4 

+M. 
& 0. 
1912 

·-:-----•----··-------

GOO.O!I 101-1- .(i 1:.!0 
1 

d A:.!1!lii-L()up Hirer 

(){10.00[ .ii 1:!0 U5 

' 

------------------------------------
* 'Vater right pending. 
t No further information available. 
+ 1\Iaiutenanee and operation. 
e llitc·h not used for years. 

d .A11 allditional water right for ditch (number). 
o No construction work done .. 
(1) A windmill was used to elevate water from the river. 
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CANALS ALONG THE NORTH LOUP RIVER 

NEWTON IRRIGATION DITCH (D-205). A company organized 
upon a mutual or co-operative 'Plan started this project, but after the 
irrigation law of 1895 went into effect an irrigation district was organ
ized and bonds in the sum of $20,000 were voted. The district was unable 
to dispose of the bond issue and the board of directors finally used them 
in payment for labor on construction. About 16 miles of canal were 
constructed during 1896. Landowners, who opposed. the organization of 
the district, attacked the bond issue, claiming that the bonds were illeg
ally disposed of and that the prices charged for construction were ex
orbitant. The district court finally decreed that the bonds were legal 
and had to be paid. It is stated that if cash had been available for the 
payment of claims all bills could have been discounted at least 25 per 
.cent. No attempt has been made during the last 12 or 14 years to operate 
this canal. 

BURWELL IRRIGATION DITCH (D-224). The Burwell Irrigation 
Company wa~ incorporated on November 1, 1894, and acquired the rights 
that had been previously obtained by other parties. Construction work 
was begun in the fall of 1894 and during 1895, twelve miles of canal, 
covering 7,000 acres, were built at a cost of $24,000. The funds for the 
construction were received from the following sources: The sale of stock 

···<~""""' of the company; $8,500 in bonds, voted by one precmct of Garfield county; 
and from a bond issue of $10,000 floated by the company in 1896. Two 
large flumes were built, but later ·one was replaced by an earth fill with a 
culvert to take care of the natural drainage. The other, which was built 
across Sioux creek and was very expensive to maintain, washed out 
three or four times before the canal finally was abandoned. The con
struction of the main canal was done by contract but the farmers were 
required to build their own laterals. 

No water rights were sold. The company made two contracts, one 
for one year and one for five years, with the water users. The annu:J.l 
charge was $1.25 per acre in the 1-year contract, and $1.00 in the 5-year 
contract. Contracts for 2,000 acres were signed and this was the maxi
mum acreage irrigated. 

Water was first used in 1895. During the growing season of that 
year the rainfall in this locality was above normal. The rainfall during 
the succeeding years was such that the farmers have been able to raise 
crops independent of irrigation. The farmers refused to patronize the 
canal, the company· finally became involved, and about the year 1900 the 
bondholders foreclosed on the cane!. It was sold later to a private party 
for $1,500 and after four years of attempted operation the canal was 

' abandoned. 

NORTH LOUP DITCH (D 227, 228, 232). In 1893 the North Loup 
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Irrigation and Improvement Company was organized, with a capital 
stock of $50,000. During the fall of 1893, 14 miles of canal, heading just 
below the town of Ord, were constructed and during 1894 water was di
verted and run through the canal and some land irrigated. 

The company was aided in construction by one precinct of Valley 
county, which voted and issued $10,000 in bonds. No water rights were 
sold, but the company rented water to the farmers at an annual flat rate 
of $1.25 per acre. This canal covered about 8,000 acres, and during the 
first few years of operation a maximum of 2,000 acres were brought 
under irrigation, but after 8 years of more or less indifferent operation 
the canal was abandoned. No provision was made to take care of the 
shifting sands of the river, and when the canal was operated large 
quantities were deposited in the upper portion. In addition, the com
pany would not provide funds for cleaning the canal, and this work had 
to be done by farmers who were paid for the work in script which could 
be used to make payments on contracts. After the canal had been oper
ated for several years, control of it was obtained by three individuals 
who operated it for several seasons. Later some of the bondholders 
purehased a controlling interest and attempted to operate the canal, but 
unfortunately an inexperienced man was placed in charge and the money 
set aside for repairs and improvements was spent without results. They 
finally disposed of their interest and the bondholders foreclosed and the 
ditch was sold. Meanwhile the farmers had stopped using the water 
and the canal was allowed to fall into disuse and in places was plowed 
up and filled in. 

The following table shows the status of the canals along the North 
Loup river and its tributaries: 

• 
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STATUS OF THE CANALS ALONG THE NORTH LOUP RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES 

I 
~o. I Built 

Year :llile 

Cost OpPl'fltPtl Acreage ---~ 

NORH LOUP RIVER 

_, __ . --·-~---
l"llfiP< Irrig-. 1 HPpt~ ' 

~:I ~liiP I· IJitPh -lUI~ li lHH -1 

. ' I 
I I 

Lee Ditch............ ··············1 D 188 !1895 
Lee Ditch.... . .............. D 189 1 •••.•....••• 

State Central Ditch. ............. A 152 lffi5 
Homestake Irrigation CanaL .... 

1 

A 1211Y .. 
Newton Irrigation Ditch........ D 205 1896 
Tzseh uck CanaL .................... A 301 1 1894 
Burwell Irrigation Ditch..... D 224 ' 1894-
Xorth Lonp Diteh.. V :!'2i l~V3 

North L<>UP Ditch........ D
0 

~-382 [ :····--· .. 
North Loup Ditch.......... ------------ _ 

COW CREEK 
Homestead DitciL .................... . 

GOOSE CREEK 
Giles Ditch ........................................ . 
Erickson Ditch ...................... . 
Crook Ditch. 

GRACIE CREEK-A tributary 
or Calamus River 

Grncia Ilig-hlitl(' .... 

HRY CREI<~K-- .\ tributary of 
CalamuR Uivt~r 

Fislwr f'nnaL---·· 

Total 1 ........... . 

I 
D 194 1 1894 

D 187 1895 
D 200 I lB-.)5 

A 345 

! 1~~-! 
i 

2. 

15. 

13. 
12. 
12. 
H. 

68. 

2. 

3.5 
3. 
3. 

9.5 

6. 

850.00 1902 ! 300; ___________ . ::::: I 

10000.00 1896 : 3600 ' . 
--------············ 

2000(),00 1 }9{)0 

t 11902j 
24000.00. 1904 : 

8000 . ------1-::::::::i 
' 

7000 
35000.00. 1900 8000 ........... . 

-------·-··········· 
-----------····--··· 

--. 
$ 89850.00 26900 

$ 2~5.00 mm 100' 100 

$ 575.00 191;1 3. 600 250 410 
500.00 ,189!1 400 
700.00 1 t 400 

$ 1775.00 ---····· 3. i 1400 i 250 410 

$ 2000.00 1897 20 ·-------·--· 20 

+M. 
& 0. 
unt 

·········· 

--·----1 

~- D1S8 

d- D227 
d- D227 



STATUS OF THE CANALS ALONG THE NORTH LOUP RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES-(Contlnued) 

No. Built 

DAVIS CREEK 
Frank Koupal.. 

MIRA CREEK 

A120i 

Mira Reservoir------------------············---· A 1182 

~------, 

YC'nr 1 Mi1e: 

Cost Over:Ited Acreage 
-----

i : Tfnder Jrrig, RE'ptR 
Yr. 1 :\f!'p 1 J)itr·ll lfl1:! lflH 

~-~~--

··· lllJH ' ........ ............ 1C 

.... I ... 

+liL[ 
&0.1 
1912! 

Mira Reservoir .................................. 1 A 1239 t I ---·····1 --- ------- - 1!!1-t i ···---1 uu 

• Water right pending. 
t No further informittion available. 
+ Maintenance and operatfoi. 

water right for ditch (number). 
o No construction work done. 

.... 
<D 
00 

I 
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CANALS ALONG THE MIDDLE LOUP RIVER 

LILLIAN PRICINCT DITCH (D 204). A company was organized 
in 1894 and construction work was started on the canal. Some time 
during the latter part of 1896, the farmers residing under the proposed 
project organized an irrigation district and took over the project. Bonds 
in the sum of $32,000 were voted, but the district was unable to float 
them and no money was raised. Finally the promoters of the project 
accepted the entire issue in payment for the project, agreeing to com
plete it, which they did in 1899. Twenty-two miles of the canal were 
completed and one large flume was built across Victoria Creek. Water 
was run through the ditch in 1896 for a distance of 15 miles. The last 
attempt at operation was in 1900 when water was run for a short dis
tance at the upper end. 

SHERMAN COUNTY CANAL (D-229). A company was organized 
and the promotion of the Sherman County Canal was undertaken. Loup 
City and Logan townships of Sherman county, voted bonds in the sum of 
$16,000 and $8,000 respectively, and turned them over to the company 
to aid in the construction. During 1894, the company built 16 miles of 
canal at a cost of $40,000. The canal crossed many natural water 
courses and seven flumes were built. Water was run as far as Loup 
City, but it was impossible to get the farmers to use water, as 18 inches 
of rain fell during the growing ooason-April to August, inclusive--and. 
the rainfall for the succeeding years was above the average. The com
pany, not deriving any revenue, was finally forced to abandon the canal. 

The following table shows the status of the canals along the Middl~ 
Loup River and its tributaries: 



STATUS OF TliE CANALS ALONG THE MIDDLE LOUP RIVER AND iTS TRtBti'I'ARIES 

====== 
No. Built I 

Year I M1le 

MIDDLE LOUP RIVER 

11_1_'_ 
Nursery Ditches................................ A 1226 t 
~orway Irrigation Ditches.......... D 199 ! 1895 1. 
'l'hedford Ditch.................................. D 198 : 1894 12. 
Harris CanaL................................... A 248 11896 3. 
.Jewett Ditch........................................ A 113 ! 1895 2.2 
Middle L. Val. Irrigation Co. D 202 1894 17. 
Butcher & GrelJble .......................... D 220 189;:) 4. 
Lillian Precinct....................... D 204 1894 22. 
Lillian Precinct.................................. D 216 
Loup Val1ey Irrigation CanaL .. , A1294 u 
Hills I.ake CanaL ............................ ! A 1308 u 
I.undy Lake Canal ............................ i A 1300 u 
Lundy Lake........................................ A 1307 , u 
Lundy Lake...................................... A 1306 1 n 
\Vescott Irrigation Ditch ............ D 214 , 18tl4 14. 
\Vebster CunaL ................................ i .A 442 1898 4. 
Longwood Irrigation Canal.. ...... All75 (1) 
Sherman County CanaL .............. D 229 1894 16. 
Arcadia CanaL................................. A 262 l.SUG 3.5 
Lewis Pipe Line .............................. A1334* t 
Austin Irrigation DitclJ. ............... A1330• t 

Cost Operated Acreage 1 

Under Irrig. Repts I 
Yr. i Mile Ditch I 1912 1914 , 
--~ -----:--------, 

.................... 1914 
$ 400.00 1897 

8000.00 1E97 ' 
12oo.oo 1898 I 

1500.00 1901 
41625.00 f 

1425.00 1899 
32000.00 1900 

1914 

' ............................ I 

25000.00 1901 I 

4000.00 c 
2200.00 1914 : 

40000.00 1R98 
1000.00 1897 

""""I ........ 

4. 

30:1 : :::::::::::: ! ::::::::~~ ' 
200 I ........................ I 

350 ............ I 

1200' 
4500' 

·····--·····1----........ 

I 
.I 

6000 

691 
15000 
1400 

: 

150 

............ 

: 

............ i 
• ........... 1 

........... i 

::::::::::: i 
I 

691' 
............ 

Total 98.7 $ 158350.00 4.0 32511 150 761 I 

BARTON VREEK 
Lt>wis ~lllll Bnxter· A 764 1894 

I 

2. 1 t 
I 

·········· 
' 

+M. 
&0. 
1912'1 

:-----------------

d- D204 

I 

I 



STATUS OF THE CANALS ALONG THE MIDDLE LOUP RIVERAND ITS TR-IBUTARIES-(Continued) 

No. Built Cost 

Year ~Hie 

Operated Acreage 

1 
Under Irrig. H.epts 

+M. 
& 0. 
1012 

-------------__ I __ ---
Yr._!' ;\file 1_-Ditch ·. 1912 i- 1914 -·: 

VICTORIA CREEK 
Victoria Irrigation Plant.. ... 
Yictoria lrrigmtion -WilL 

Victoria Ditch ....... . 

Laughran & Bell. 
Victoria Ditch ......... . 

LILJ.IAN CREEK 
Lil1ian Creek Ditch ..... . 

• \Vater right pending. 

D 210 
ll :!1:! 
D 213 

D 217 
A llSH"' I 

Total 

A1233 

t No- further information avai1abh•. 
-+- Maintenance and operation. 
c Ditch not used for years. 

1804 

1894 

t 

I I I : 
• : I 

4. $ 5000.00 1906 (2) 

2. 

G. 

I 

······[· 
.... 1 ......... 1. i. 1l- D210 

1]- D21:! 

775.00! u-~~; 230 . ----·····1 
=I ............ ! 

$ 577;).00: ..... . .. .......... ! 

........... \ ... . ········· i 
d An additional water right for ditch (number). 
f '!'he construction was ue"\""er completed. 
(1) Took possession of the H. 0. W. of \Vebster 
u l>itch still undf'r construction. 

(2) The Victoria Irrigation Plant was repaired in 1!111 Uut the spring fto-ods of 1!H2 waslH'tl out tl1e flume. 

t:d 
0 
> 
~ 
tj 

0 
"'l 
...... 
~ 
~ ...... 
C"l 
> ..., 
...... 
0 
_;z: 

:X: ....... 
C"l 
:X: 
~ 
> 
><: w. 

> z 
tj 

canal. tj 
~ 
> ...... z 
> 
C"l 
t>j 
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STATUS OF THE CANALS ALONG THE SOUTH LOUP RIVER ASD ITS TRIBUTARIES 

The following table shows the status of canals from the South Loup River and its tributaries: 

I No. Built Cost 
1 Yenr ~Iile 

Operated 

Y1· . .\lile 

Acreage 

l'niler · Jrri~r. i Repts 
IHt('h 1~11'.! lfiJ-1-

+M.· 
& 0. 
1912 

---;--~-~ ,-----.~. -·. 
' I 

I 

·-~----. 

SOUTH LOUP RIVER 
Hartzell Ditch.................................... A 390 
Brown Canal ....... - ......................... _ .. I A 363 
Boblltz Ditch ...................................... ' D 219 
W. J. Flagg Ditch .................... _ ..... I A 1275 
Tillson Ditch...................................... D 236 

i 
i Total 

MUDDY CREEK 

1893 
. 1897 
. 1895 

t 
1894 

Penn's Ditch........................................ D 215 , 1894 

SAND CREEK 

J. D. Travers---······-············-···-····· A1347* 

WIGGLE CREEK 
Geo. 0. Bender .................................. / A1326* i 

t No further information available. 
• Water right pending. 

t 

.5 $ 

.4 

1.5 

2.9 $ 

.2 $ 

I ...... 

500.00 t 
1000.00 1 WJ9 . 
3000.00i!E1l9 

.................. ,lUl-l 
lt>OO.OO ',t8D6 

GOOO.no 

300.00 !1~.0 

26 

20' 
m 20 

300 
50 

--~--

••••••• I 4}6 

30 

·····j·· 

...... ! 

300 

300 

+ Maintenance and operation. 
m Dam washed out that year. 

.......... 1 

I 

·~ 

~ 
1 t'J ., 1 

0 
~ 
>-3 

' 0 i 
":l ~ 
r:n ' 
>-3 -j 

> ~ >-3 ' t'J l 
t'J 1 z ~ Cl .... 

~ z 
t'J ' l:li !-i 

~ 

1 
' ~ 
~ 

' 

~ 
'• 

I 
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IRRIGATION FROM ELKHORN RIVER 

Irrigation was undertaken and practiced during the dry period from 
1891 to 1894, during which time all crops were a complete failure. Fol
lowing this period there has been sufficient rainfall within this d;rainage 
basin to produce good crops. Six canals, having a total length of 15.1 
miles and covering 9,260 acres, were built at a cost of $20,750. 

The following table shows the status of canals from the Elkhorn 
River and its tributaries: 



STATUS OF THE CANALS ALONG THE ELKHORN RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES 

No. Built 

Yenr !Mile 

----------~·~I . 
Atkinson M. and Irri. Co ............ I A 443 1 ............ / . 2 $ 
.F~lkhorn Irrigation CanaL .......... 

1 

D 2~1!) , 1894 1:3. 
Elkhorn Irrigatio-n Canal............ D 263 I ..... 

w. B. Ashton.............................. --, D 282 1 '" 

Carlon Ditch No. 2.... .. .... 1 A 262 
1 

1894 
Davis Ditch......... -·-·--------1 D 260 
Cnrlon Ditc·h Xo L ............ : D :!tH 
N. E. Cain.............. --- -·--------------- D 283 

lSH-l 

0 

l. 
. 2 

Co~t I O~e_rate<l_ ___ Aereage~~-! t~·l 
Unller · Irrig. i Hepts ' l!H2 I 

- ·-[--·-1-· 1----------
Yl' I :\Ide J>itf'h 1~12 I 1914 

1 

?5()00 I I • - · c . 10 . . . . . . Cancelletl 
20000.00 1~1JG I 9000 

200.00 1894 
1~0.ooj t . 
loO.(Xl 1894 • 

.................. i. 

•• I:: 200 -------··· . - -

. ! 

50 

U- D~59 

Cancelletl 

Ohlitf'rntetl 

'.rota! 15.1 $ 20750.00 . 
--~~--

9260' ............ ' ... .. ........ 1 

OAK CREEK 
Eicbe Irrigation Plant.. ............... j A 489 

• Water right pending. 
t No further information ayailable. 
c Ditch not used for years. 
d An additional water right for ditch (number). 

............ ! ........ : ... 1 

o Xo eoustruction work done. 
(1) A windmill was used to elevate water from the RiYer. 
.1 Canal obliterated. 
+ Maintenan<'e and operation, 

"" 0 ... 
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WATER POWER 

WATER POWER IN NEBRASKA 

The first law relating to the use of water for irrigation or water 
power was passed by the Legislature of 1877. This Jaw was very brief 
and merely gave to companies desiring to construct such works the right 
of eminent domain and declared them to be works of internal improve
ment. No mention whatever was made of any course of procedure 
whereby title or the right of property to the use of water could be ac
quired.• 

The next legislation covering the use of water was passed by the 
Legislature of 1889. This act provided the right to acquire the use by 
appropriation of running water flowing in any river or stream or down 
any canyon or ravine; provided that the same be used for beneficial or 
useful purposes, and that when any appropriator or successor in inter
est ceased to use the water so appropriated for suoh a purpose the right 
ceased; that no land was to be burdened by more than one ditch, with
out the consent of the owner thereof; that all ditches were exempt from 
taxation; that the point of diversion might be changed if others were 
not injured; that the water so diverted must be returned to the stream 
from which it was taken; that as between appropriators the one first in 
t:ime was first in right; that a notice be posted by the party desiring 
to appropriate water at the point of intended diversion, stating the point 
of diversion, the amount of appropriation, the purpose for which claimed, 
the place of intended use, and the means by which it was intended to divert; 
that a copy of the notice be recorded in the office of the County Clerk of 
the county in which the notice was posted; that excavation must com
mence within sixty days from the time of posting notice and continue to 
completion; that completion meant conducting the water to the place of 
intended use; that a permanent right was granted to the use of all 
water beneficially used through ditches which had previously been com
pleted; that owners of lands bordering on streams were entitled to U3e 
of water on adjoining lands; that the right was given for condemna
tion for right of way; sites for reservoirs; and to enlarge ditches; 
that ditch c ompanies were authorized to borrow money and issue 
bonds; that canals constructed for irrigating or water power pur
poses were declared works of internal improvement; that ditches must 
be kept in proper repair; and provided a penalty for interfering with 
ditches of gates.t 

•session Law of Nebraska for 1877, page 168. 
tSession I~nws of Nebraska for 1889 chapter 68, page 50.'l, I 

l 
l 

I 
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The next law governing the use of water was enacted by the Leg
islature of 1895, which passed the first comprehensive law regarding and 
relating to the use of water for irrigation and water power purposes. 
The most important features of this law as pertaining to water power 
were as follows: The dedication of the water of every natural stream 
to publk use; the right to divert unappropriated water for beneficial 
use was never to be denied; stated the priority of the use of water 
gave preference to the use as follows: first, for domestic uses, second 
for irrigation and third for power and manufacturing purposes; divided 
the state into two water divisions and these divisions into districts; pro
vided for the measurment of water in streams; created the State Board 
of Irrigation; required County Clerks to send certified copies of the 
notices of all water appropriations on their records to the State Board; 
provided for the adjudication of existing rights by the State Board; 
provided for the future applications for appropriations of water; the 
examination and approval or disallowance of said applications; appeals 
from the decision of the Board; and a complete record of all water rights 
to be kept in the office of the State Board. • This law has been amend~d 
from time to time and improvement in it made thereby. 

The State Board of Irrigation organized itself on April 24, 1895, 
being composed of the Governor, as president of the Board, the Attorney 
General and the Commissioner of Public Lands and Buildings. The State 
Board appointed its secretary, state engineer and other assistants, and 
at once prepared claim blanks which were sent to water users of record 
in the offices of the different county clerks, which were filled out and 
returned to the office of the State Board. Hearings were had on tho~e 
claims and the rights of the different claimants adjudicated. For co,1-
venience in keeping a record of these claims, the hearings were num
bered in order in which they were held, and were called "Dockets." 
Thus all claims for the right to the use of water prior to April, 1895, are 
known as "Dockets." Special attention is called to this for the reason 
that it is necessary to know the docket number of a particular water 
right in order to look it up. 

After a hearing on one of these claims which were presided over 
by the Secretary, an Opi~ion was rendered by the State Board upon 
the evidence submitted, which determined the amount of water, the 
use to which it was arpplied, the piont of diversion, the location of the 
project, and the date of priority. These Opinions are bound in book 
form in the office of the State Board and are final and binding except 
where appealed from to the District Court.t 

For all water rights since April, 1895, the Board upon its organiz
ation at once prepared blanks, known as "Application Blanks,'' which 
were supplied to· persons desiring to obtain a permit for the use of the 

•session IawR of Nebraskn for 18M c-lln]ltt>r 69, pa~e 244. 
tCopies of the clntm blanks used for water power purposes togeth_er with the 

('OJllplete record of tlw adjudication of the water right may be found Ill the office 
of the State Engineer. 
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waters of the State of Nebraska. These were filed on the date and hour 
received at the office of the Board, given. a numerical number and re
corded. All rights acquired since 1895 are therefore known as "Appli
cation No.~~-." These blanks, among other things, set forth the 
name of the applicant, his address, the source of the appropriation, 
amount, and use to which applied. The date of priority to the right to 
use water under all applications, dates from the filing of the application 
in the office of the State Board, which is considered the date of priority. 
These applications are taken up, investigated by the Secretary and acted 
upon by the Board through the Secretary and either approved or dis
missed. 

Under the law as it exists at present an applicant feeling himself 
aggrieved by the action taken by the State Board on his application for 
a permit to appropriate water, may ask for a hearing before the State 
Board at which hearing, testimony may be submitted for and against 
any proposed appropriation, the State Board having the right to sum
mon any witnesses and in all things act as a court rendering a final de
cision in the matter, from which decision an applicant may appeal directly 
to the Supreme Court of the State, the same as in cases before the 
State Railway Commission. Cases pertaining to irrigation and water 
coming before the Supreme Court are advanced on the Docket, so as 
to receive prompt consideration. 

Upon the allowance of an application the applicant shall begin 
the actual work of excavation and construction within six months from 
the date of approval of said application. The application being in fact, 
simply a permit to the right of the water and no perfected rights are 
supposed to have been acquired until the project has been completed 
and the water beneficially used and applied. The work of construction 
of a power plant must be vigorously, diligently and uninterruptedly 
prosecuted to completion and one-tenth of the total work must be com
pleted within one year from the date of approval. Also the applicant must 
file by the tenth of each month a report under oath to the State Board, 
giving the actual amount of money expended on such power development 
during the preceding calendar month. 

The time for completing the appropriation and applying the water 
to beneficial use is left to the discretion of the State Board and in most 
cases a year is allowed after the completion of the constructio:n work 
for the application of water to beneficial use. When the time for a•p
plying the water to beneficial use has expired the aplicant is required 
to file a proof of appropriation on a blank furnished by the State. This 
proof of appropriation shows how much water has been applied to 
beneficial use and the purpose, and is made under oath and attested 
to by witnesses. Upon receipt of this the Secretary of the Board makes 
a personal investigation and verifies the proof. 

If everything is found to be according to law the Certificate is 
issued, which certificate grants the applicant the right to the use of I 

~ 
i 

I 
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the water which has been applied to the beneficial purpose and the right 
to the use of the same for as long as the applicant shall apply the same 
to said beneficial use. 

Prior to 1911, ten years' non-use of a water right constituted an 
abandonment, this being a decision of the Supreme Court. Under the 
law of 1911, three years consecutive non-use of tfue water under any 
water rights constitutes an abandon~r~ent and a forfeiture to the State. 
A water right for irrigation purposes attaches to the land to which it is 
applied. A water right for power purposes attaches to the project and 
a relocation of the same which would constitute a new project is not 
permitted.* 

Attention is called to the fact that there are numerous flour mills 
over the state whiclh have acquired the right to the use of water for 
power purposes by actual use long before the creation of the State 
Board, many even before the Jaw of 1877 was passed. Of these there is 
no record in this office and at the present time many of these plants are 
putting in generators and developing electric power. Some arrangement 
should be made whereby these unlisted power developments could lle 
made to become of record in the office of the State Board. 

Tlhe most valuable water power sites in the state are those on the 
lower Platte, Loup and Niobrara rivers. The Platte river west of the 
mouth of the Loup, together with the North and South Plattes. does 
not play a very important part in the consideration of a study of water 
power of the state for the reason that all of the water in these streams 
is used for irrigation purposes, except in extraordinary seasons and for 
short periods during the winter months. 

The Loup River by reason of its uniform flow has for many years 
attracted promoters looking for water power sites. This is evidenced 
by the number of filings which have been made on this stream and on 
the Platte below the point where it receives the waters of the Loup. The 
first filing for water purposes on the Loup river was made in the year 
1895. From this time on, filings covering different projects, utilizing 
the entire flow of the Loup, with prooposed developments made at var
ious points· have been made. Many of these filings were in conflict with 
each other. Many of these were disqualified by reason of non-compliance 
with the laws, and during the year of 1912, the State Board held num
erous hearings, the final outcome of which was to clear up the records 
of the office, cancelling all applications which were in conflict and leav
ing a number of large projects free for development. Only the larger 
and more important of these filings will be discussed here. 

Application No. 1077, for one tlhousand second-feet of water was 
allowed in 1911 to the Burwell Electric Power Company for a develop
ment on the North Loup river at Burwell, Nebraska. The date for com
pletion of the work and applying the water to beneficial use was fixed 

•Blanks used tor making application f<1r water power purposes, proots ot 
appropriation, and C"ertiflcate ot appropriation mny he harl upon application to the 
State Board. 
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as September, 1912. A field report under date of 1914 shows that no 
visible work has ever been done. 

Application No. 1373, appropriating one thousand second-feet of 
water from the Middle Loup river near Boelus, Nebraska, was allowed 
to the Grand Island Electric Company on July 20, 1914. A recent field 
report shows that the actual work of construction is now being carried 
on and 1Jhat approximately eight thousand cubic yard's have been moved. 
The date for completion of this project is January 15, 1916. 

Three aplications asking for twelve hundred second-feet in each 
instance from the Loup river were filed in this office by H. E. Babcock. 
Under all three of the,se it is contemplated to develop power by building 
a dam across the Loup river and applying the water direct to a turbine. 
Application No. 1255, is for a power plant and dam located in the Loup 
river near Palmer; Application No. 1256, another dam in the Loup river 
near Kent; and Application No. 1257, for another dam in the Loup river 
near St. Paul. All three of these aplications are now pending before the 
State Board. 

Application No. 709 was allowed on January 30, 1906, to the Ne
braska Power Company, for twenty-seven hundred second-feet of water 
from the Loup river, the intake of the canal being south of Genoa and 
the development of the power near Columbus where the water was to 
be returned to the river. The line of the canal under this development 
follows approximately for a short distance the line of an old irrigation 
canal. Field reports show that during the past two yeal's this canal has 
been cleaned out, widened and put into operation for a short time from 
the intake of the canal to the place wlhere it crosses Beaver Creek, a 
distance of about four miles at which point a small water power plant 
was installed consisting of a small generator and small turbine. Current 
was furnished for a short time to city of Genoa but later discontinued. 
Field reports indicate that some work has been done during the past 
year under this application. The original time for completing the con
struction was September 1st, 1911, and that for applying the water to 
beneficial use was September 1st, 1912. Under date of November 25, 
1912, 1Jhe Board granted an extension of time of six months or until 
May 25, 1913. On said date an extension of time of two years was 
allowed by the Board. From the records of the State Board it would 
appear that there is no permit allowing the development of any power 
at Beaver Greek. 

Application No. 1029 was filed in this offi\!e on the 30th day of Sep
tember, 1910, by Arnold C. Koenig, asking for a permit to appropriate 
thirty-two hundred second-feet from the Loup river covering approx
imately the same location as Application 709. This application was 
fought through the courts and the Supreme Court finally decided that 
it belonged to the Nebraska Power Company. It is now pending before 
the State Board. 

Application No. 1187 was allowed November 25, 1912, to the Com
monwealth Power Company, appropriating two thousand second-feet 
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from the Loup river, diversion to be made below the return of the tail 
waters from Applieation No. 709, near Columbus, and the same to be 
returned to the Platte river near Schuyler, where the plant was to be 
located. The date for completing the appropriation was September 1, 
1915. Field reports on this application show that work was com
menced near the point of diversion and that approximately three 
thousand cubic yards were excavated. No work has been done on this 
for over a year. 

Application No. 894 was allowed September 5, 1912, to the Fremont 
Canal and Power Company and later transferred to the Central Serviee 
Corporation which it is understood is owned by Kountze Brothers, Bank
ers. The grant under this application conveyed the right to divert two 
thousand second-feet of water from the Platte river, south of Schuyler, on 
the south side of the river and return the same south of Fremont. The 
time for completion of the appropriation was September 1, 1915. Field 
reports indicate that work was begun on this and prosecuted for a short 
time, about thirty thousand cubic yards being excavated. No work has 
been done under this project for over a year. 

Application No. 970 was granted to Chas. P. Ross on September 2, 
1910, witih permission to divert 2,500 second-feet of water from the 
Platte river south of Valley and returning same to the Platte river near 
the State Fisheries. Application No. 971 was granted to Mr. Ross un
der the same date with permission to divert five hundred second-feet ot 
water from the Elkhorn river near Waterloo, emptying it into the same 
canal as under Application No. 970, and returning it to the Platte river 
near the State Fisheries. Mr. Ross was held up by a contest filed 
against his right by Wm. J. Coad, which contest was finally dismissed. 
The original date for completion was September 20, 1914, which time 
was extended to April 1, 1916. Field reports indicate that some wo;·k 
has been done under these applications. 

Application No. 1343 was allowed April 17, 1914, to Chas. C. Parmalee 
and Carlos A. Rawls of Plattsmouth, granting them a right to divert 
twelve hundred second-feet of water from the Platte river, near Oreap
olis and returning the same near Plattsmouth. The time for completing 
this application is September 1, 1915. Application No. 1379, made by 
Parmalee and Rawls covers approximately the ,same proposition as Ap
plication No. 1343 and is now pending before the State Board. 

Two of the largest developments of water power in this state which 
have been accomplished by means of diverting the water through long 
canals in order to gain head are the ones at Gothenburg and Kearney, ' 
Nebraska, on the Platte river. These two developments, approximately 
in the center of our state, have undoubtedly escaped the attention and 
notice of a great many of our people who are enthusiastic over watN 
power development in our state. 

Docket No. 1023 of the Kearney Water and Electric Powers Com
pany has a right to one hundred forty second-feet of water which is 
diverted from the Platte river about three miles southeast of Elm Creek 
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and returns the water near Kearney. This plant has been in operation 
for a long period of time for power, being used at one time to operate 
a cotton mill and has been furnishing current to the city of Kearney 
since about 1886. This canal is approximately twenty-four miles long 
and is operated throughout tlhe entire year. 

Docket No. 645. of the Gothenburg canal, has a right to the use of 
two hundred second-feet of water from the Platte river which is diverted 
about fifteen miles northwest of Gothenburg and the water returned to 
the river near Gothenburg. This plant is very similar to that of the 
Kearney plant and has been in operation for many years furnishing 
current to Gothenburg. These are both successful plants and give a 
person a very good idea of what can be accomplished on the Loup and 
lower Plattes where the water supply is more plentiful. 

The next stream in importance in this state in the study of water 
power is the Niobrara river. There are proposed on this stream several 
projects covered by filings in this office. These filings, however, cover 
only a small portion of the rvier which is better adl!lpted to the con
struction of power plants than the Loup and Platte rivers owing to the' 
character of tlhe soil and the high bluffs which prevail along the stream. 
The main reason why power developments have not been made on this 
stream is the great distance to the market. 

Application No. 652 was approved November 13 1902, and granted 
C. H. Cornell of Valentine, Nebraska, a right to the use of sixteen hun
dred second-feet of water from the Niobrara river, the project being to 
build a dam approximately fifty feet in height across the Niobrara river, 
just below Valentine. The original date for completion and applying the 
water to beneficial use was January 1, 1907. Later this time was extended 
to June 11, 1911, by. the State Board. Also under date of June 21, 1911, 
Mr. Cornell filed another petition for further extention of time, which 
petition is now awaiting the action of the State Board. Field reports indi
cate that no actual work of excavation has been done but that there 
are several piles of stone at the proposed site of the dam aggregating 
18,460 cubic feet. Quite a bit of engineering work has been done on this 
and a number of extensive reports made. 

Application No. 1243 was allowed to H. P. Bu'hman of Leigh, Ne
braska, on December 16, 1912, allowmg him the right to divert nine 
hundred second-feet of water from the Niobrara river at the bridge 
across said river south of Spencer and to return the same to the river 
about twelve miles farther east. The time for completion under this 
application is July 1, 1915. Field reports indicate that there has been 
approximately twenty-six !hundred cubic yards of earth excavated. Said 
reports indicate that no work has been done within the past few months. 

Application 961 was allowed on February 19, 1910, to E. L. Kirk of 
Sioux City, Iowa, granting him the right to use nine hundred second
feet of water from the Niobrara river, diverting· it about twelve miles 
southwest of Niobrara and returning it to the river a little southwest 
of the town of Niobrara, Nebraska. The original time for completion' 
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under this application was May 1st, 1912, and later by the orders of the 
Board the time was extended to January 1, 1913, and further extended 
again to January 1, 1915. Field reports inllicate that a total of approx
imately three thousand cubic yards have been excavated, of which one 
hundred eighty-five yards of earth were moved during 1914. 

The next stream for consideration is the Big Blue river which has 
well defined banks which are comparatively high and while the amount 
of water is not so great as in some of the other streams of the state, its 
flow is fairly uniform and this combination affords many small power 
sites throughout its course. Power on this stream is not developed by 
means of diversion canals but by building dams directly across the stream 
and impounding the water and applying it at heads varying from ten to 
twenty-five feet. -The cost of this style of develapment is less expen
sive and a number of small power plants have been developed and are 
now in operation along this stream, the more important of which will 
be enumerated. 

Application No. 1006, allowed on August 5, 1910, to Burdette Boyes, 
permitting him to use two hundred second-feet of water from the Big 
Blue river about four miles southeast of Milford. The plant has been 
completed and in operation for over two years and is furnishing current 
to several small towns in the vicinity including Milford and Seward. 

Application No. 1035 was allowed on October 31, 1910, to Edmund J. 
Ashton, granting him the right to use five hundred second-feet of water 
from the Big Blue river, near the junction of the main Blue and the 
West Fork. No work has ever been done under this application. 

There is a power plant completed and in operation on the Bi~~: Blue 
river at Crete, which is not on record in this office, but it is one of the ex
amples where the original water right was obtained for flour mills and 
later changed to a hydro-electric plant. This is a very nice modern 
water power plant and is furnishing current to the city of Crete at a 
very low rate. 

Applications No. 1355 and 1356 were allowed on November 30, 1914, 
for small power developments on the Big Blue river. The date for com
pletion of these developments is September 1, 1916. 

There is still pending before the State Board, Applications 1262, 1363, 
1336, 124 7, and 1261, by different peaple for small water power devel
opments along the course of this stream similar to the ones above des
cribed. 

Docket No. 1021, of the Holmesville Mill and Power Company, has 
a right of five hundred cubic feet of water at Holmesville, Nebraska, 
where a hydro-electric plant has been installed and in use for several 
years, furnishing current to Beatrice, Blue Springs and Wymore. 

There has been more power actually developed in the last few years 
on the Big Blue river than on any other stream in the state. The reason 
for this undoubtedly is the kind of construction possible in developing 
water power on tih[s stream, the comparatively low cost of development, 

! 
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and the close proximity to a ready market for the power which is devel
oped. 

Attention is next directed to tihe Republican river, which stream, 
although· there are a number of small power 'Plants along the same, can 
not be considered of much value for power development for the reason 
that the stream is frequently dry, the head waters of the same being 
used for irrigation purposes. Any large development along this stream 
would necessitate the flooding of large areas of land or tihe use of canals 
in order to gain head as the banks are low and very similar to those of 
the Platte and Loup rivers. 

The more important develoments along the stream that have been 
completed and are now in operation are that of David Guthrie and Com
pany, Docket No. 1026, and that of Gearhart and Benson, Docket No. 
1029. Under Docket 1026 four hundred second-feet of water from the 
river are used and a short canal diverts the water from the river just 
west of Superior, Nebraska, and returns it to the river just south of the 
town. This original right was to operate a flour mill and later a hydro
electric power plant was installed and now Mr. Guthrie has quite a large 
scheme under way to develop power and furnish current to a number of 
towns in that vicinity. 

Docket No. 1029 of Gearhart and Benson of Arapahoe has a right 
to one hundred ninety-six cubic feet of water from the Republican river 
and operates a large flour mill by diverting the water through a short 
canal. 

On the following pages is a tabulated list of all appropriations on 
record in this office relating to water power developments, some of 
which have been granted and others upon which final certificates have 
been issued and others now pending before the State Board of Irrigation. 
The tabulated Jist is very simple and complete within itself and needs 
no further comment: 
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LOUP RIVER D~NAGE 

~ Source \ ~ I ~ ' 8 I -o g~ ~c.! 
~ ,~'EI~ ,l:l.,~8'1 

Remarks 

z I"' C!l I til E-< II: C< '-'I D---2-I_9 __ S_o_u_t_h_L_o_u_p __ n _____ -__ -__ +--2-0~---4.-5----~-o~I-1--~--------------------------

D- 292 Shell Creek------------ i 20 115 
D- 988 South Loup R------~ 83 9 
D- 999 Mud Creek------------- , 04

1

12 
D-1024 Middle Loup R ...... I 200 11 
D-1037 Beaver Creek.-------- , S2 13 
D-1042 Muddy Creek.-------- I 684 12 
A- 636 Cedar River__________ 200 1 12 
A- 639 Beaver Creek.......... 67 0 
A- 709 Loup Rlvr--------------- 1 2700 110 
A-lWH Loup River ..........•... · 3200 
A-1008 Beaver River .......... '; 134 7.5 
A-1077 North Loup R. ....... 1000 12 
A-1185 Middle Loup R...... 1241 6 
A-1187 Loup River ... --------

1 
2000 1 66 

A-1216 Middle Loup R. ..... 2000 5 
A-1224 Middle Loup R. ..... : 400 1 11 
A-1:!.14 Middle Loup R...... 500 17 
A-1255 Loup River .............. i 1200 40 
A-1256 Loup River .............. 1200 22 
A-12.~7 Loup lOver .............. i 1200 I 30 
A-1274 Cedar Rh-er ... -------- i 100' 8 
A-1320 Cedar River............ 300 

1 
11 

A-1325 Cedar Rin•r ... ----···! 200 I 13 
A-1373 Middle Loup R .... 1000 1 27 

52 i 1897j Flour mill in Operation 
85 IWQI G1·ist mill. Pending 
74 1889 Flour mill. Pendlug 

250 1886 Power plant In operation. Pend. 
121 , 1816 Flour mili, running. Pending 
934 1800 Flour mill, running. Pending 
273 1902 Fullerton light plunt 
60 1902 Albion light plant 

33800 1912 Extended, May 25, 1915 
···-···.'same as A-700. l 1eoding 

114 1912 St. Edwards light plant 
1360 1912: No work done 

81' 19131Grlst mill aud light plant 
1GOOO 1915j No work done :tor over year 

100 1913 Power plant iu operation 
500 1914j Hydro-electric plant 
966 ,

1
I914

1

Hydro-electrlc plant 
5455 ·------~Hydro-electric plant. 
3(X)() ---1 Hydro-electric Plant. 
4090 ··----~·Hydro-electric plant. 

91 ······-,Hydro-electric plant. 

Pending 
Pending 
Pending 
Pending 

376 ........ 1 Pending 
296 ........ ]Hydro-electric power plant 

3068 -----1 L'mler construction 

pf,ATTE RIVER DRAINAGE AREA 

--~------------~-----~--~~---------------
D-6458 i Platte Hiver ... ---······1 2001 45 1022' 1S91 Go~d ('ondltlon 
D- 683. South Platte n ...... : 30 ····-·· X ever bulit 
n- W2 I 'Vood HiYer............ 4:0! 10 4tl 187:{ Flour mlll 
D- !i'H4 !. ""ooU Riyer ............ : -W 

1 
11.:-, 

D- 995 I Wood River___________ 25 ! 13 
D-1023 Platte Ri\·er.. .......... '1 1-10 I Crll 
A- 40 Platte River___________ 2500 150 
A- S94 Platte River ___________ ! 2000 150 
A-545a Wood River ___________ , 10 4 

A- 855 Pumpkinseed Cr .... I 25 8 
A- 970 Platte River ............ 2500 70 
A-1000 Blue Creek---------------; 63 10 
A-1000 Winters Creek........ 1000 60 
A-1215 Spotted Tall Cr.... 10 I 10 
A-1217 Sheep Creek............ 70 12 
A-1232 Platte River............ 5001150 
A-12:"tl Hirdwood Creek.... AA 50 
A-1337 1 Sheep Creek____________ 110 I 16 
A-1343

1 
Platte River .......... - 1200 I 20 

A-1351 B!rdwood Creek.... 8S 40 
A-1379 1 Platte River ............ 2000 17 

:-1:!' lSI:~ Flour mill, in operation 
38 ISS! Flour mill, In operation 

954! 1.~.~:2 Kt•:t!'lli'Y light plant 
42600 , 1906 X ever bu!lt 
34100 11915 Same as A-40 

5 1 190ll'llmping- plant for gartlt>Il 

23 ' 1908 Mill 
19900 

1
' 1913 Time extended to A prll 1 1916 

71 . 1913 Flour and feed mtll 
6820 i ........ Penrling 

13 191~ Hyrlro-electrfc plant 
' 96 f 101:! !\'ever bu!lt 

8.~20 , 1915 Same ae A -S94. Pending 
500 

1 

......... 'PJH!itJJ: ttJwllf•fi hy Kountzze Rro~ 
200 ••...... Hydro-electric plant. Pending 

2727 191:. Hydro-electric plant. Pending 
400 '~-------- Hydro-eleetric plant. Pending 

I 3862 •...... 1 JI~·dro-ele('trlc plant. Pending 

• 
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ELKHOBN BIVEB AND TBIBUTABIE!I 

I . I t ! ....; I """' 

.o Source 1 r=: . -o · · 1 ~ ci. 
~ l't)~l ~ ~~ ~~~~ 
z -~5 II: '"~ !=<C) 

Hemarks 

D· 271 Elkhorn River ........ ~[ 39]'--7-1--3-l.l-[ _1_883_ A-lk_i_n_s_o_n_ll_g_h_t_p_l_a_n_t_--ln_u_s_e __ 

D· 996 North Elkhorn R.[ 100. 13 148! Ull'O Cereal mill, In operation 
D- 998 Unio-n & Taylor_, 75 I 14 119 I ····-··Pending 

A- 484 Battle Creek ........ _._ 11' 12 15 ', 1906 Mllls, in operation 
A· 464 S. Fork Elkhorn--~ 33 8 30 1900 Certificate Issued. In use 

A- 818 Battle Cr~k···:········ 20: 13 30 1907 lour 1ni1L in tqwration 
A- 9711 Elkhorn R1vet........ 500 i 70 39EO' 1!}13 Time extended to April 1, 1916 
A-1250 Elkhorn River ........ ' 400 22 1000 1915 Power Plant 

-------------------
:SIOBRARA BlVEB DBAINAGE ABEA 

D- 415 , Pine Creek ............. . 
D- 442 Niobrara River ..... . 
D·608a 1 Crooked Creek .... - .• 
D- 610 1 Ni~brara IUver ..... . 
D·612a Furfield Creek ...... . 

32 I 

10 

3' 
60! 
25 
35 D- 970 Niobrara River ...... I 

A- 3!"~ :Minnechaduza Cr .. , 35 
A· 452 · Niobrara River ...... ! 1GO' 
A· 474 Niobrara Rh•er ...... l 15 
A -652 Niobrara River ...... '[1600' 
A· 685 Big Sandy Creek.. 35 
A- 729 Keya Paha RiYer 1 

A- 941 Long Pine Creek .. 
100 
48 

150 
900 

~\- 947 Plum Creek ............ I 

~-\- 001 Niobrara River ...... : 

A-1019 Niobrara River ..... . 
A-1243 Niobrara River ..... . 
A-12:~ Mlnneclladuza Cr .. I 

A-13;J-I Snake Creek ........... . 
A-1391 Long Pine Creek .. i 

700 
900 

40 
180 
400 

14 1 50' 1893l Flour mill 
18 . 20' 1893 Flour nnd feed mill 

........ -118891 Mill 
5 31 1886 Iqour and saw mill 
7 20 11893 Feed nnd saw mill 

11 44 l&l3
1 

Flour and meal mill 
29 114 1901 Mill in use. Certificate issued 
....... ! .......... 11901: Pumping and running machinery 
....... I --·---·· 1001 
50 , 9090 i 1907 No work done, some rock at site 
15 I 60 · 1903 Flour mill 
.'i I 57) 1905 Holler mills 

18 99!1912
1 

Light plan In operation 
30 511 1910, Ainsworth llgbt plant, running 
50 5110. 1912 'l'ime extended to Jan. 1. 1915 

1 I ~000 cu. yds. earth moved 
50 

1 

3980 · 1912
1 

Time extended to Jan. 1, 1915 
98 1 10023 1915I2()(X) cu. ycls. earth moved 
30 , 150 1914· Valentine light plant 

44 I 900 ········I Power plant. Pending 
30 1363 ...... _ Pending 

lJI(,i ULVE Rl\"I<~R llU.Al.SAGE AREA 

D· 9631 Beaver Creek .. _ .... ., 1 40 1 10 46 1878 ~!Ill nnd manufacturing 
D· 990 Turkey Creek .. ,_ . ., 1 ........ 17 35 1870 :'Jour mill. l'enclillg" 
D-1021 j Big Blue River ...... I 500 12 782 1882 Light plant at Holmesville 
A-1006 Big Blue River ...... 200 18 400 1911 Power planrt: In operation 
A-10351 Big Blue Rlver ...... l 5001 20 1137 1015 '\o work done 
A-1095 ·. Big Blue River ...... ........ To raise Holmesville Dum. Pend. 
A-1135[ Big Blue River .. - .. 41 8 30 1912

1 
Built and running 

A-11531 W. Fork Big Blue I 100 12 135 1913. Held up by injunction 
A-1247. W. Fork Big Blue 100 12 135 ....•... SnmP as A-1153. Pending 
A-12611 Big Blue River ...... 

1 

200. 12 272 ........ Pending 
A-12G2 . llig Blue Rh·er ...... 1 500 15 ~3S ........ Pending 
A-1265[ W. Fork Big Blue 100: 13 147 1915 Under construction 
A-1336 Big Blue River ...... ', 100. 83 . ....... Pending 
A-1349 Big Blue River ...... I 40i 14 63. ···-···· Flour mill. Pending 
A-1355 Big Blue H~ver ...... l 175 15 298 I 1916 
A-1356 Big Blue Rtver ...... I 200' 15 341 1916 
A-13e3 Big Blue River ...... I 200 ~ 13 295 ........ 

1 I'endlng 

I 
I 

I 
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REPl:BLICAN RIVER DRAINAGE AREA 

~ . I I i '0 ~ ~ I 
.o Source r.. I '0 • 0 . 'I ::.. Q. 
~ ~..0 I « . ~~ ; 8 

Remarks 

Z JJ5~_!_jt;:I:~-A~ 
D· 92 Medicine Creek ...... [ 681 9 80' 1878 Flour mill in operation 
D- 1781 Frenchman River.. 35 12 50 11886 Flour mill in operation 
D- 179 · .French~man River .. i 291 12 40. 1887 Clmmpion mills iu oper·atton 
D- 181 I Hed \\Ill ow Cr____ ........ ..... .... ···-···~-1 bandoned fifteen years ago 
D- 183 , Turkey Creek ..... _. 7 I 18 3.~ 1 1874 Hood running order 
D- lt"5' Cottonwood Creek 30 ........ 1

1 

1888 I<~ lour mill in operation 
, 

1 Undershot wheel 
D- 364 ~Iedlcine Creek---· 66 i 15 112 18881 Flour mill 
D- 007, Sappa Creek ..... ----· 37 8 37 1887 Flour mill iu operntion. Pend. 
D-1013 Frenchman River.. 30 12 35 18871 Flour and feed mill 
D-1029 1 Republican River. 196: 8 178 i 18701. Flour mill at Arapahoe 
D-1006 Republican River 1 400 21 1000 i 1878 Flour mill in operation 
A- 791 ; Frenchman River.. 35 1

, 8 31! 190'.! ).!ill iu operation 
A- 708 Frenchman River.. 19 12 26 i 19041 Pumping plant. Abandoned 
A- 748 Frenchman River.. 12 i 12 17 · 1906,1'umplng for lrtgntion 
A- 858 Medicine Creek...... 12! 18 24119<Y71 Flour mill 
A- 907 Stinking Water-.... 30 8 27 1911 Elef"tri(' light plaut 
A-1021 Frenchman River.. 551 18 113 1 1914 Electric power. in operation 
A-1136 ·, Frenchman River .. 

1 

75, 14 120 i 1912

1 

Flour mill in operation 
A-1221 

1 

Republican River 30(1 42 1480 
1 1915 ~ever built 

A-124.~ ·, Rock Creek .. ·-······--- 20 1 30 65 . l!U4 Hydro-eleet1·ic rwwer 
A-1284 Frenchman Rlver .. l 50' 8 i 50·~ 1914 Pnmplug plant for Irrigation 
.\-133{) I Frenchman River.. 651' 20 127011914/Samf' as A-1021, for 55 more tt . 

. \!ready lluilt 
-~C-.--·-~~~~~- --- -~~~---

WHITE RIVER DRAINAGE AREA 

D- 5011 White 
A- 702 White 
A- 759 White 
A- 854 White 

I:in~r ........... . 
River .......... .. 
River ........... . 
River .......... .. 

D-10021 Bazile Creek .......•.... 1 

A- 839 Tekamah Creek ...... 'I 

A- 914 Bazile Creek ........... . 

~: j .i0 .... 

1 

...... 21 1, 1004: ~~:~}~~~~~=~ ror rower 

5 : 10 6110051 Pump for Irrigation 
15 i 1 15 26 119081 "I han do ned 

MISCEI,LANEOUS 

10 I 8 
10: 20 
30 12 

10 '-----~ cretghton MilL Pending 
2311007 Flour mlli 
41 1900 Flour mill at Creighton 
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The following is a summary of the tabulated list of water power filings iu 
tbi~ state: 

I I 

Drainage Area I ,; . ti~ o:;i 0"' AC!l 
"""' 

Loup River .......... I 2 5 
6 ········ 

Elkhorn River .... 2 1 
Niobrara River .. G ·····-· 

Platte Rlver ........ 

1 

Big Blue River .. I 2 1 
Republican Riv. 10 1, 
White River........ 1 i ·-·--1 
Miscellaneous .... 

1 
•••••••• i 1

1 

Totals to date .... ~~ 

Abbreviations used: 
Doc.-Docket 
Gtd.-Granted 
Pdg.-Pendlng 
App.-Appllcatlon 

I 

.. I 
lgc.l I 

"' oe 

.. I c. . 
A", • I "' _QJa:; <' ~;; -~ 

~~ "" "'"'' "+ """"I c I "'.:: ,Sf:~ 
0 ~ i c. ..... 0."' I oc. Q.loo 

~~ i 
-~ :::::;: ccc 

,_,A <C!l -<~ ~< {.,)~ ii:P< I E-ii:P. 

7' 12 6 18' ........ ~ 1.14475 ', 55678 70153 
61 9 6 15 

~--·-· 21 203021101645 121947 
3 5 --·- 5 1 8' 119' 5233 5352 
6 12 2 14 1 '>Q: 2263 29357 31620 
3 7 7 14 ··-···· i7 1 1721 3325 5046 

11 11 ····-· 11 ·-····· 22! 34 i 3750 3784 
1 ;j :::::::: 3 .....•.. 4 '""""'9 i 

52 52 
1' 2 ····-·· 3 64 73 

I 
' ·---._ 

38 61 I 821 38923]199104 238027 

Tot.-Total 
Cer.-Certificnte 
Iss.-Issued 
H. 'P.-I-Iorse rower 

From the foregoing tables some idea may be obtained of the possi
bilities of water power developments in Nebraska. However, of neces
sity, in making a report of this kind it has been neces·sary to condense 
the information and only give a generalization of the c~nditions as they 
exist. Exact and detailed information concerning each different pro
ject is obtainable and will be freely given by consulting the State En
gineer's office. 

In order that the water sources of Nebraska may be utilized to the 
fullest extend without the state suffering from wildcat promotion schemes 
Which have wrecked promising irrigation and water power propositions 
in other states, it is necessary to have an accurate knowledge of the 
amount of water flowing in the different streams, and also the exact 
amount of head or fall that can be developed at the different proposed 
sites. The very fact that Nebraska has not progressed in the devel
opment of water power is a measure due to the fact that no reliable 
official data has been prepared on this subject. If all of this data could 
be compiled in some official form, then capital might be induced to un
dertake development work. 

For a number of years the State Engineer's office has been co
operating with the United States Geological Survey, with the result that 
records of the flow are available at some forty points on the var
ious streams in the state. These records have been compiled in very com
plete form and published in a report known at the "Hydrographic Re
port of the State of Nebraska,'' as an appendix to this Biennial Re
port." 

To measure the daily discharge of a stream a gage is placed in 
the river and a local observer is secured to record the daily height of the 
water on the gage. At frequent intervals a hydrographer makes an 
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actual measurement of the flow of the stream by means of an electric 
current meter, a delicate instrument, consisting of six cups which are 
revolved by the current striking them. The hydrographer who usually 
makes measurements from a bridge in times of high water and wades 
the streams in times of low water, counts the number of revolutions of 
the cup by means of an electric attachment and so determines the velocity 
at different point~ in the stream. A large torpedo shaped weight is used 
to sound the stream for deptlhs, and widtlhs across the stream are usually 
measured across the bridge, and from a knowledge of the velocities, 
depths and widths the entire flow of the stream is computed. By secur
ing discharge measurments at different stages of the river and com
bining them with the daily gage heiglhts furnished by the local observer, 
it is possible to estimate the daily discharge of the stream and thus de
termine the maximum, mUnimum and mean flow. 

As the flow of the rivers varies considerably from year to year it 
has been necessary to maintain the records at any one gaging station 
for a series of years to give completely the information necesssary to 
insure the successful utilization of one of the state's most valued re
sources. 

As stated above this work has been carried on for a number of 
years and very complete records are now obtainable upon the different 
streams over the state. However, this work should be continued as the 
longer the period. of a series of measurements, the more valuable they be
come. During the present winter actual discharge measure1nents are 
being carried on by measuring the flow under the ice at the Loup river 
station. This will be the first time that anything like this has been 
attempted, to get an accurate check on the winter flow within the state. 

The one thing tlhat our state is short on in order to show exactly 
what our water power resources are is an actual survey of the streams 
of the state, which would show possible locations for water power plants 
and give the head or fall that could be obtained at the different sites. 
It seems proper at this time to suggest for the serious consideraion of 
the Legislatiure the advisability of making financial provision for stream 
surveys by this department which would show the possibility of power 
developments in this state, such as those which have been made by other 
states, as Minnesota, Oregon, Washington, Colorado and California. 
These stream surveys could be made at a cost of not to exceed $15.00 
per mile. The United States Geological Survey has always shown a 
willingness to co-operate both financially and in the field work in making 
these surveys and I would recommend that an appropriation be made 
for carrying on this work and that the United States Geological Survey 
be consulted and asked to co-operate in the making of these surveys. 

A great deal has been said of late concerning state ownership and 
oevelopment of the water power resources of Nebraska. It is somewhat 
questionable whether or not at this time the state as a whole is ready and 
willing to enter upon development work of this character, and the most 
feasible solution of this situation which presents itself at this time is 
the forming of water power districts, much the same as irrigation dis-

• 

• 
• 
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tricts are formed at the present time, which would permit cities, coun
ties or different communities to engage in the development of water 
power and the public ownership and development of the same. A law 
permitting this kind of development should be considered by the com
ing Legislature. 

As the laws exist at present pertaining to water power the State 
Board of Irrigation, Highways and Drainage has control of the grant
ing of water power rights on the different streams of the state and sup
ervision of the construction and maintenance of such developments. 
Also the State Railway Commission has the power to regulate the rates 
for such companies. It would seem ·proper and it is recommended that 
either the State Railway Commission be given complete charge of all 
such matters of !Jhis character, or else the State Board of Irrigation, 
Highways and Drainage be given complete charge of such matters. 
This same recommendation would also apply to irrigation as well as 
water power, as the two departments somewhat conflict, and it neces
sitates a duplication of engineering work which if combined wholly under 
either department could be avoided. 

Under the persent law it is required that actual work of excava
tion and construction of a water power project be begun within six 
months from the date of approval of the wpplication and further, that 

this construction work be carried on continuously without interruption 
and that at least one-tenth of the total work as estimated for the full 
development of the proposed project be completed within one year from 
the date of allowance of the application.· The penalty for the failure 
to comply with this section is the forfeiture of all rights whieh have 
been granted. Notwithstanding this it h01s bern hard and practically 
impossible on the larger projects to enforce these provisions. It is 
therefore recommended that in order to more fully and completely 
eliminate promotion and speculation in water power development in our 
state, that any person or company proposing to mak~ a development 
of water power be required upon the approval of his application tn 
deposit with the State Treasurer a cash sum equal in amount to one
tenth of the total cost of the entire project which will give assurance 
to the State Board that said parties have the money to put the pro
ject through and are serious and mean business. This fund deposited 
with the State Treasurer might be certified out at the request of the 
developing parties by the State Engineer's office as estimates on the 
work as it actually progresses, !Jhus insuring the actual amount of work 
done as required by law. If the developing parties fail to complete the 
required one-tenth of the development work the first year then said 
fund deposited with the State Treasurer shall be forfeited without re
course together with the forfeiture of the original grant to the state. 

With the above changes as recommended made, and the careful 
administration and strict adherence to the present law, matters per
taining to the handling of water 'POWer should be satisfactorily taken 
care of, developed and conserved, both from the standpoint of the people 
of the state and from the standpoint of the investor. 
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BRIDGES 

HIGHWAY AND BRIDGES 

Highways: Roadwork over the state has wonderfully improved dur
ing the past two years by reason of the County Boards of the different 
counties taking a greater interest in the roads, and working in conjunc
tion with commercial clubs and good road associations, the results have 
been rather wonderful. It is very evident to one who has traveled over 
the state that the people are getting more for the money expended dur
ing the last few years than they ever did before. It is also evident that 
the people themselves are taking greater personal interest in the roads 
that lie along their places than they have heretofore and make it a spe
cial point to help and assist in keeping their part of the road in good 
shape. 

We now have two main transeontinental roads, besides the Meridian 
Road, which follows closely the Sixth Principal Meridian and runs from 
Winnipeg to the Gulf of Mexico. The two transcontinental roads are 
the Lincoln Highway and the Omaha, Lincoln and Denver Highway, 
1o·hich in conjunction with roads through other states make up two sep
arate highways. These are the three main roads in our state and should 
be of interest to everyone, as automobile travel is becoming more pop
ular and increasing very rapidly. During the year 1915, it is expected 
that there will be a very great amount of travel on both of our trans
continental roads by reason of people driving through our state by au
tomobile going to the Panama Exposition and there is perhaps no better 
way of seeing the country through which one is traveling than by auto
mobile. It is a good advertisement and money well spent either in a 
community or in a state at large to have roads, as anyone traveling on 
them will be sure to remember and remark the good and bad roads over 
which they travel. 

The Lincoln Highway in Nebrasska passes through Omaha, Fremont, 
Grand Island, Kearney, North Platte, Ogalalla and Sidney. This road 
is in fairly good shape through the state excepting at the western por
tion, where there is room for a large improvement. In the western part 
of our state on this highway the road in places has never been graded, 
but merely follows old trails which have become deeply rutted and are 
full of chuck holes. An extra effort should be made to place this road in 
better condition during the coming year. . There are on this highway 
many stretches of excellent road, one stretch in particular which is 
worthy of mention is a piece of road lying a few miles east of Suther
land, Nebraska, which runs through some sand hills. This piece of road 
used to be very sandy and in hot, dry weather, nearly impassable for 
automobiles. The County Commissioners of Lincoln county hauled clay 

, 
• 



... • 

CAMBRIDGE STATE AJD BRIDGE, REPUBLIC A:S RIVER 



BOARD OF IRRIGATION, HIGHWAYS AND DRAINAGE 221 

on this stretch in the sand hills and mixed the clay with gravel in such 
proportion to form a hard, smooth road, which now gives the appear
ance of macadam, showing that what used to be a very bad stretch of 
road is now in first class shape. This is ·a practical example of what 
may be accomplished on all roads in the state at a very small cost when 
properly managed and supervised. 

The Omaha, Lincoln and Denver Highway passes through Omaha, 
Lincoln, Hastings, McCook, Fort Morgan, Colorado, and on to Denver, 
This road is in very good shape and traverses for the greater part of the 
highway high table land which is nearly level. With the exception of 
a stretch of road between Atlanta and Oxford, which is very rough and 
hilly, most of which have not been cut down, the road is in excellent 
shape. 

Outside of these main highways every county has its own special 
good roads and every county board in the state is taking pride in the 
fact that they are extending these good roads every year in their 
counties, and in order to do justice to each county board it would be 
necessary to enumerate what each one had done during the past two 
years. I do not believe that Nebraska is ready at this time for paved 
roads or even macadam for the reason that any one of these costs a 
great deal to build. Nebraska also has very good materials throughout 
nearly all portions of the state with which to build good earth roads. 

An earth road should be properly graded wide enough so that two 
vehicles can pass easily; that the grade should not be crowded too much 
but should be left rather flat so that the travel can be over any portion 
of the road; and that after the grading has been done and the grade 
has been fixed, that it should be surfaced with clay and gravel, either 
one of which is nearly always readily obtainable in the vicinity. Then 
if the road is kept properly dragged, it will remain in a more or less 
permanent state and this work can be done at a very low cost. 

There should be some centralization of authority pertaining to 
highways in our state, and this central body representing the state 
should have the power to create state roads, w!Mch should be main roads 
across the state, together with roads connecting the more important towns 
of each county, and the different county seats. All other roads should 
be known as county roads. Then there should be a tax, according 
to the horse power, provided for each motor vehicle in the state, which tax 
should be paid directly to the central authority and a registered number 
and tag issued for that year to the owner of any motor vehicle. It might 
be possible to release tJhe owner of any motor vehicle from any other 
tax on said vehicle than the one paid into this central authority. 
The money thus obtained Should go into a state road fund and be 
expended by and under the supervision of the central authority on road 
work only. This would give a considerable sum of money as a state 
appropriation to start the work. 

Our laws should be so changed that the prisoners of our state pen
itentiary could be worked by and under the direct supervision of the 
central authority and such other assistance either financially or other-
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wise be given on state roads only. All grading and work of any kind 
on roads known as state roads should be done under the direct supervis
ion of the central authority and in this way they would all be uniform 
throughout our state and would set a good example for the county 
boards to follow in taking care of the county roads. If this system was 
maintained and followed out for a few years, it is thought that without 
any other direct state appropriation our main roads throughout the 
whole state would be greatly improved and it would not be long before 
the branch or county roads would be improved in a similar mannet·. 
Naturally the work will have to go slowly and it will take time to make 
all the changes and improvements that are desired, but by following 
a definite and uniform plan and system under a central head or authority 
we would be gradually working toward a common end. 

Bridges--County Bridge Work: The legislature of 1913 worked a 
great change in the bridge laws of the state of Nebraska. Up to that 
time there had been no standard plans and specifications for building 
of highway bridges in this state. A few of the counties had their 
county engineers or surveyors prepare plans upon which to let con
tracts to build bridges, but in a large majority of the counties the 
bridge companies furnished plans and specifications for bridges and the 
company whose plans and specifications were finally adopted by the 
county were given an unjust advantage over other competitors for the 
reason that these plans which were put on file were not fully detailed 
and did not specify clearly and positively the sizes and kinds of mater
ail and the method of construction. It was also impossible to get ahy 
comparison of what bridge work was costing in the different counties 
in the state because of the large variance in the types and kinds of bridge 
construction which was being carried on throughout the different 
counties. ~ 

Realizing this the Legislature of 1913 passed a law making it the 
duty of the State Engineer's office to prepare a standard set of plans 
and specifications for the use of the different counties of the state and 
made it compulsory that the counties use these plans in receiving bids 
for the construction of bridges and in the building of the same. The 
Legislature also went further and made it the duty of the State Engin
eer's office, that when called upon to do so, either by the county board of 
commissioners or supervisors when petitioned by five or more free 
holders of a county, to inspect and report on any bridge work done in 
any county in the state. In compliance with the above requirements 
this office, after a careful investigation and study adopted a standard 
set of specifications covering loads, designs, construction and erection 
of highway bridges and also have designed a complete standard set 
amounting in all to about 250 highway bridge plans as follows: 

Wood superstructures, for lengths from twelve to thirty-two feet, 
by two foot intervals, for fourteen, sixteen and eighteen foot roadways. 

Steel pile foundations, and tubular pier foundations. · 

• 
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"I" Beam superstructures, for lengths from twelve feet to thirty-two 
feet by two foot intervals, for fourteen, sixteen and eighteen foot road
ways. 

Steel Girder superstructures for lengths from thirty to forty feet, 
by two foot intervals, for fourteen and sixteen foot roadways. 

Riveted Superstructure, with 18'0" 
R4ladway 

3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
3 
4 
3 
4 
4 
4 
5 
4 
5 
4 
5 
5 
5 
6 
5 
5 
6 
6 
7 
7 
7 
8 
8 
8 

Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
LoW Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
High Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
High Truss 
High Truss 
High Truss 
High Truss 
High Truss 
High Truss 
High Truss 
High Truss 

35 feet 
40feet 
45 feet 
50 feet 
50 feet 
55 feet 
55 feet 
60feet 
60 feet 
65 feet 
70 feet 
70 feet 
75 feet 
75 feet 
80 feet 
SO feet 
85 feet 
90 feet 
90feet 
95 feet 

100feet 

110 feet 
120 feet 
130 feet 
135feet 
140feet 
150feet 
160 feet 

35 teet I 
40feet 
45 feet 
50 feet 
50 feet 
55 feet 
55 feet 
60 feet 
60feet 
65 feet 
70feet 
70 feet 
71>feet 
75 feet 
80feet 
80feet 
85feet 
90feet 
90feet 
95 feet 

100feet 
100 feet 
110 feet 
120feet 
130 feet 

140feet 
150feet 
160 teet 

Pin Connected Superstructures, with 
16' 0" Roadway 

3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
3 
4 
3 
4 
4 
4 
5 
4 
5 
4 
5 
5 
5 
6 
5 
5 
6 
6 
7 
7 
8 
8 
8 
9 
9 

9 
10 
10 
12 
16 

Low 'l'russ 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low TruRS 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 
High Truss 
Low Truss 
Low Truss 

High Truss 
High Truss 
High TrusS 
High Truss 
High Truss 
High Truss 
High TTus• 
High Truss 
High Truss 
Htgh T1russ 
High Truss 
High Truss 
High Truss 
High Truss 

35 feet 
40 feet 
45 feet 
50 feet 
50 feet 
55 feet 
55 feet 
60 feet 
60 feet 
65 feet 
70 teet 
70feet 
75 feet 
75 feet 
so feet 
80feet 
85 feet 
90feet 
90 feet 
95 feet 

100feet 
100 feet 
llOfeet 
120 feet 
130 feet 
140 feet 

150 feet 
160 feet 
170feet 
160feet 
190feet 
200feet 
240teet 
304 feet 

35 feet 
40 feet 
45 feet 
60 feet 
50 feet 
M!eet 
55 feet 
60 feet 
60feet 
65 feet 
70feet 
70 teet 
75 feet 
75 feet 
80 feet 
80 feet 
85feet 
90 feet 
90feet 
95 feet 

100 feet 
100feet 
llOfeet 
120feet 
130feet 
140 feet 
145 feet 
150 feet 
160feet 
170 teet 
160 feet 
190feet 
200feet 

Also this office has prepared a standard set of bidding blanks, bonds 
and contract, which arE.' to be used in all of the counties throughout the 
state and which have proved to be very satisfactory. A copy of these 
bidding blanks is submitted herewith together with the form of con
tract and bond. 

j 
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PROPOSAL FOR BRIDGES, BRIDGE MATERIALS AND 
BRIDGE WORK 

To the Honorable Board of ................................... of ................................ County 

State of Nebraska. 

Gentlemen: 
The undersigned, ............................................................................................. . 

of ................................................................ , having carefully studied the plans, 
specifications and instructions to bidders, and the form of Contract and 
Bond attached to and made a part of said plans and specifications, copies 
of which are on file in the office of the County Clerk, all of which ............. . 
fully understand and hereby agree to propose to furnish all material and 
labor, necessary to erect and complete such bridges, bridge material and 
bridge work as you may require during the year beginning ......................... . 
............ for the unit prices as set forth in price sheets hereto attached 
and made a part of this proposal. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

Date ........................................... . 

• 
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PRICES PER LINEAL FOOT FOB PIN CONNECTED SUPERSTRUCTURES 
WITH 16' ROADWAY, COMPLETE IN PLACE EXCEPT FLOOR 

I 
For For 

Panels Length 
I 

'fype Wood Floor Concrete Floor 

3 35 feet I Low Truss ··················· 
3 40 feet 

I 

Low Truss ·····················-------········ 
3 45 feet Low Truss 
3 50 feet ! Low Truss ·····················-----·········· 
4 50 feet Low Truss I ..... 
3 55 teet Low Truss 
4 55 feet Law Truss 
3 60 feet Low Truss ·························- ···········----···· 
4 60 feet Low 'l'russ ··················------···· ·········-·····-------········ 
4 65 feet Low Truss ···········--·-······ 

! 

..... 
4 70 feet Low Truss ············ ···························-········ 
5 70 feet Low Truss --·-·······················-······-- I ---··········-······················ 
4 75 feet Low 'l'russ ···················-··---·-·· ····················· 
5 75 teet Low Truss ···························· 
4 80 feet Low •rruss ·································· 
5 80 feet Low Truss ························· -·········---··········· 
5 85 feet Low Truss ······----···········---·-··-·-····· 
5 90 feet Low Truss ····················- ·-·············--·-············· 
6 90 feet High Truss ..................... ········---·---·-··-········---·---· 
5 95 feet LoW Truss ·····--···············--·······--
6 95 feet High Truss ··············-----····· 
5 100 feet Low Truss ···--·-······················--····· 
6 100 feet High 'fruss .. ·················· 
6 105 feet High Truss ····-········-················ ·············---·--·········· 
7 105 feet High 'l'russ ··················--··· .. ··························--··· 
6 110 feet High 'fruss ···············-··--··--···· ··············----···-······· 
7 110 feet High •.rruss ..... ···----------·-·····-······· 
6 115 feet High Truss ...... ··-··········--·······--·-··· 
7 115 feet High Truss ....... ············ .. 

I 

················--··········---····· 
6 120 feet High Truss ·········-·······-·············· .. ··-································· 
7 120 feet High Truss .. ········-··························· 
8 120 feet High 'l'russ .. ······················--············ 
7 1:.!5 feet High Truss ····················· I 
8 1~~ feet High Truss ·····--·--···········--· 
7 130 feet High Truss 
8 130 feet High Truss .... ········-···· 
7 135 feet High TruRs 
8 135 feet High Truss 
7 140 feet High Truss 
R 140 feet High Truss ················--· 
8 145 feet High Truss 
9 145 feet High Truss 
8 150 feet High Truss ................................. 
9 150 feet High Truss ' ··········-··- ···········-········---·-
8 155 feet High Truss I -·-··········- ·························· 
9 155 feet High Truss 
8 160 feet High Truss ············-·············· 
9 160 feet High Truss ··········---······ 
9 165 feet High Truss ························· 

10 165 teet High Truss ·········.········-·········--· 
9 170 feet High Truss ······················ 

10 170 feet High Truss ······-···················----······ 
9 175 feet High Truss ....... 

I 

·····-····-························· 
10 175 feet High Truss ....... ·····--·······················--···· 
9 180 feet High •.rruss ······-------······· ···································• 

10 180 feet High Truss .. 
! ····-··························--· 

10 185 feet High Truss ·············-·········--········ 
10 190 feet High Truss ······························ 
10 196 feet High Truss .. ················ ·················-······· 
10 200 fE"et High Truss --································ 
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PRICES PER LINEAL FOOT FOR RIVETED SUPERSTRUCTURES WITH 18' 0" 
ROADWAYS COMPLETE IN PLACE EXCEPT FLOOR . 

Panels Length 

3 35 feet 
3 40 feet 

Type 

Low '!'russ 
Low Truss 

]

1 

Wo~d ~l~o~ ~- Concrete Floor 

I =:~::::::::=~:~;=-=~ :::::::::::::::;;~:::::~-::::::: 
:l 45 feet Low Truss 
3 50 feet Low 'l"russ 
4 50 feet Low Truss 
3 55 feet Low ~.rruss 

4 55 feet LO\V Truss 
3 60 feet Low Truss 
4 60 feet Low Truss 

4 65 feet Low Truss 
4 70 feet Lmv Truss 
5 70 feet Low Truss 
4 75 feet Low Truss 
5 75 feet Low 'l'russ 
4 80 feet Low Truss 
5 80 feet Low Truss i,----·············--················· 
5 85 feet Low Truss 
5 00 feet 
6 90 feet 

Low Truss 
High Truss I ::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::::::: 

5 95 feet Low 'l'russ 
6 95 feet High T'russ 
5 100 feet Low Truss 
6 100 feet High Truss 
6 105 feet High Truss 
7 105 feet High Truss 
6 110 feet High Truss 

7 110 feet High Truss 

6 115 feet High Truss 
7 115feet High Truss 
6 120 feet High Truss 
7 120 feet High Truss 

8 120 feet High Truss 
7 126 feet High Truss 
8 125 feet High Truss 
7 130 feet High Truss 

8 130 feet High Truss 

7 135 teet High Truss 

8 135 feet High Truss 

7 140feet High Truss 

8 140 feet High Truss 
8 145 feet High Truss 
9 145 feet High Truss 

8 150 feet High TruS's 

9 150 feet High Truss 

8 155 feet High '.rruss 
9 155 teet High Truss 
8 160 teet High Truss 
9 160 feet High Truss 
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PRICES PER LINEAL FOOT FOR I BEAM SUPERSTRUCTURES COMPLETE 
IN PLACE EXCEPT FLOOR 

---------'------------+-1_4 __ F_t. __ R_;-_a_d_w_•_Y_-~1_6_F_t_._Roadwayj 18Ft. Roadway 

Panels 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Length 

12 ft. 
14 ft. 
16 ft. 
18 ft. 
20 ft. 
22 ft. 
26 ft. 
24 ft. 
28 ft. 
30 ft. 
32 ft. 

'Vood : Conc'te 'Yood Couc'te 

1 

Wiood i Conc'te 
Floor I Floor Floor I Floor Floor ! Floor 

r-----·r---~------

···············!······· .. 

i 

::::1: 

PRICES PER LINEAL FOOT FOB STEEL GIRDER SUPERSTRUCTURES COlll
PLE'.rE IN PLACE EXCEPT FLOOR 

_ .. I Length 

3 30 ft. 
3 32 ft. 
3 34 ft. 
3 36 ft. 
3 3S ft. 
3 40ft. 

PRICES FOR LINEAL FOOT FOR WOOD SUPERSTRUCTURES COMPLETE 
IN PLACE INCLliDING FLOOR 

Width of Roadway 
Panels Length 

14 ~·t. I 16 Ft. I 18 Ft. 

1 12 ft. 
1 14 ft. 
1 16 ft. 
1 18 ft. 

i :::::::::::::::.:::::::·:::·::::I ::::::::: ... :::::.:::: .. ::::::::I :::::::::::::::::::::::::::=::: 

1 20 ft. 
1 22ft. 
1 24 ft. 
1 26 ft. 
1 28 ft. 
1 30 ft. 
1 32 ft. 
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PRICES FOB CO!j'CBETE BOX CULVERTS, SLAB BRIDGES, GIRDER 
BRIDGES, ARCH BRIDGES, WINGS, BACKING, PIERS, ABUT

.IIIENTS. CONCRETE FLOORS OR CONCRETE IN ANY 
CONDITION FOR THE V ARlO US UNITS AS GIVEN 

BELOW AND AS SPECIFIED AND DE-
FINED IN SPECIFICATIONS 

I , 

Wakefield sheet piling for colrerdams, In place, per M. feet B. M ........ l············ i ········-
Wakefield sheet piling for permanent use, In place, per M. feet B. M. ............ .. ......... . 
Round piling 9 ln. tops. driven in place, per lineal tooL_ .................. ' 
Reinforcing, any cpndition, In place, per pound ...................................... . 
Mass Concrete in place per cubic toot ... ·-·································---·············-········ 
Architectural Concrete in place per cubic toot ........................................... . 
Dry Excavation per cubic toot .. ·-···············-·················-···-··························--···· : ........... . 
Wet Excavation per cubic foot... ... . 
Rock Excavation per cubic foot ......................................................................... .. 
Forms-For architectural concrete, in place, per M. feet B. ~1.. ........... . 
Forms-For Mass concrete, in place, per M. teet B. M--·--···················· ' 

PRICES FOR STEEL SUBSTRUCTURES, WOOD OR WOOD BLOCK FLOORS 
AND MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS AND REPAIRS. UNITS AS GIVEN BELOW 

AND ALL AS DEFINED AND SPECIFIED IN THE SPECIFICATIONS 

STEEL TUBE SHELLS IN 'PLACE Price 

I fl-41n.,5-161nl 381n.[1·21n. 
Type Dia. Per Vertical Foot ot Each Shell in Place· Metal, Metal 1 Metal . Metal 

-A- 361n / ......... _.......................... ............................ ' ............ ! .......... .. 
~ ~~~~~ 1·:::::::::: ..... .................. .. ......... . 
~ ~::j :::::::::::::::::::::::: ........... ::·:::::::.::::::: 

Type 

A 
B 
c 
D 

Type 

S1'EEL PILING 

STF:EL CAPS 

Size 

A 2-6 in. c:>hannf>ls I'Pr foot of eac:>h cap 
B 2-7 in. chnntwl~ in place 

············' 

C 2-~ in. clJnnnPl!'l ....................................••...•..•.......••...•.. 

l) 2-10 in. channeiR ···············-···-··································-······· 
E 2-12 in. (•hanJJP]S ................................................................ . 

For nny Fabricated Steel not otherwlst blrl on per pound in plac~. 

41 

• 



.... . 
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WOOD PULING DRIVEN IN PLACE 
Except in connection with concrete work 

Kind of Piling , Per Lineal Ft. in Place 
for Purpose Stated 

For For 
New Work Repair W'k 

LUMBER 

Except in connection with concrete work 

I For ! 

] New Work I 

For 
Repair W'k 

For creosoted block floor, in place, per square yard........ ···········-··········· --········-······-
Fir lumber untreated, tn place, per M. feet B. ~--------··1··------··- ------··-·--
Fir lumber, creosoted, in place, per M. feet .B M.. ............... 

1 

........ -···-·-··· --··-·····--·-

Pine lumber, untreated, in place, per M. feet B. M-·--······ ·---·----- ---·--
Pine lumber, creosoted, in place, per M. feet B. 1\L .... -----

1 

•••••••••••••••••••••••• --···-··--

White Oak lumber, untreated, In place, per M. feet B. M i ................... _ i --·----
For handling old lumber..:.tearlng out-per M. feet B. M. 1 .... - ................. ! ............... __ _ 
For replacing old "lumber, per M. feet B. M ............................ . : ·-·····----··-.. ·-··· -····-····-·-
For any overhaul per ton per mile ............................................ ~; ........................ - ........ ,, ____________ _ 
For any other work, materials or labor, cost plus a profit of---p_er cent.·-·--

CONTRACT 
This Contract, made in duplicate and entered into this ................ day of 

........................................ 19 .... by and between the Board of.. ......................... . 
for the County of.. .............................. State of Nebraska party of the first 
part and ........................ of ........................ County, State of.. ................................. . 
party of the second part. 

WITNESSETH: That for and in consideration of the unit prices 
for bridges, bridge work and bridge materials, as set forth in the at
tached proposals and sheets attached thereto, and which unit prices the 
party of the first part hereby agrees to pay the party of the second part, 
the party of the second part agrees to construct, furnish and complete 
in a good and workmanlike manner and in full and exact compliance 
with the plans and specifications including general printed stipulations 
and specifications which are hereto attached and hereby made a part 
of this contraet, and to the full satisfaction of the party of the first 
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part, such bridges, bridge work and bridge materials as the party of 
the first part maay require during the year beginning ............................ l913. 

It is further agreed between the parties hereto that from time to 
time estimates be paid to the party of the second part by the party of the 
first part upon materials furnished and labor performed, as in the judg
ment of the party of the first part may be right and proper. 

It is further agreed between the parties hereto that such bridges, 
bridge work and bridge materials ordered by the party of the first part 
shall be furnished and completed by the party of the second part within 
........................................ days from the date of such order. 

Provided further, that due notice shall be given to the party of the 
first part by the party of the second part when about to commence the 
building of any bridges in order that the party of the first part may 
provide for the inspection of materials and labor to be performed, and 
unless otherwise specifically provided, .................................... of the District 
in which the work is to be performed is hereby designated by the party 
of the first part to act for and in behalf of the party of the first part 
at all times when such Board of.. ......................... .is not in official session. 

It is further agreed between the parties hereto that the said party 
of the second part shall protect and hold the party of the first part free 
and harmless from any and all claims for royalties on account of the 
infringement of any patents. 

The party of the second part hereby agrees to furnish within thirty 
days· from the date hereof, a good and sufficient surety bond acceptable 
to the party of the first part in the sum oL ........................ : ..... Dollars, con-
ditioned for the faithful performance and full completion of the agree
ment of the party of the second part under and in accordance with the 
terms of this contract. 

This contract shall be binding upon the heirs, executors, adminis
trators, successors and assigns of the respective parties hereto. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have set their hands 
the day and year first above written. 

Party of the First Part 

Party of the Second Part 
ATTEST: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing contract has this day been duly 
signed by the Board of County ................................ of.. ...................... County, 
Nebraska, and by the contractor, and is now hereby countersigned by 
me, as County Clerk, ex-officio clerk of said County Board. 

(SEAL) ........................ 191......... .. .......................................................... .. 

1 
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BOND OF PUBLIC CONTRACTOR 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That we ................. . 
........................ as principal, and ............................................................................. . 
as sureties, are held and firmly bound unto the County of.. ......................... . 
State of Nebraska, in the penal sum of $ ................... , and for the pay-
ment of which we do hereby bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, and 
administrators, jointly, severally, and firmly by these presents. 

Dated.............. . ............. A. D. 19 
The condition of this obligation is such that whereas the above 

bounden ........................................................ has been awarded by the County 
Board of ................................ of.. ........................... County, of the State of 
Nebraska, the contract for .................................................................................. . 
according to certain plans, specifications, proposals and contract on fib 
in the office of the County Clerk of said County, 

Now if the said ................................................ shall faithfully keep and 
perform each and every one of the stipulations and agreements con
tained in the said contract, plans, specifiications and proposals at the 
time and in the manner therein specified, and pay off and settle in full 
with the person or persons entitled thereto all accounts and claims that 
may be become due by reason of laborers' or mechanics' wages, or for 
materials furnished, or services rendered to said party of the first part 
in executing or performing the obligations of said contract, so that each of 
such persons may receive his just dues in that behalf, then this obliga
tion to be void; otherwise to be and remain in full force and effect in law. 

In Presence of 

By experience during. the past two years with these bidding blanks 
it has been found .that certain changes regarding concrete, forms and 
excavation should be made in the same, and it is proposed to make these 
changes during the coming year. 

The office has also prepared a standard set of concrete bridge 
plans, starting with small culverts and running up to fifty foot concrete 
arch spans. These include small arch culverts, box culverts, slab bridges 
from eight to twenty foot spans by two foot intervals; girder bridges 
from twenty to forty foot spans, by five foot intervals; and arch bridges 
from ten to fifty foot spans by five foot intervals. The concrete arches 
also have several different rises given for the same length of span. 
This is the first attempt at standardizing concrete plans, especially of 
the arch type that has been made. The bidding blanks should be changed 
so as to bid upon concrete bridges, especially superstructures, by the 
lineal foot the same as steel bridges. In this way the county boards 
can easily estimate the cost of a concrete bridge the same as they now 

.. 
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estimate the cost of a steel bridge. This should. also tend to increase 
the use of concrete. · 

The idea has always prevailed for some reason that to build a con
crete bridge took a large amount of money, greatly in excess of a steel 
bridge. This is misleading and is not the fact. Under the twenty ton 
loading law as it now exists, the difference between a permanent steel 
bridge and a permanent concrete bridge is not so very great, and the 
use of concrete is becoming more popular. However, one point must 
always be born in mind, and that is that a poor concrete job is wor~e 
than a poor steel job, and care should be taken in doing concrete bridge 
work to secure the best materials and properly experienced labor for 
the construction of the same. 

There has been considerable criticism of the twenty ton carrying 
capacity law in our state and also that the steel bridges built upon 
state plans cost a great deal in excess of steel bridges formerly 
built by the counties. It will be remembered that a concentrated mov
ing load of twenty tons, which in our bridges we have assumed as a 
twenty ton traction engine, only affects the truss members in steel bridge 
spans under sixty feet in length and, in steel spans over sixty feet in 
length the determining factor in the design of truss members is the 
uniform live load per square foot of floor surface. The twenty ton 
tra,ction engine loading therefore only affects the floor systems, which 
art- composed of the floor beams and stringers, in spans over sixty fed 
in length. In spans under sixty feet in length, a twenty ton traction 
engine loading will, of course, affect both the truss and floor system. 
One reason why the steel bridges built under the state plans have cost 
more is because of the different class of work required which, under 
the state specifications, requires a better chiss and grade of shop work 
and a better grade of erection work in the field and the riveting of all 
field connections instead of bolting them as has been the practice here
tofore. · 

Another reason for the added cost is the fact that many counti~s 
in our state did not use a complete set of steel stringers in the floor 
system but used a majority of wooden stringers. On all state plans 
steel stringers are specified and required. This makes an additional 
first cost in a bridge, but also makes the bridge more permanent and a 
better structure and enables the laying of the concrete floor thereon 
either at the time of building the bridge or later on when the county 
is in a better financial condition to so do. 

During the year of 1914 there were thirty-six counties in the state 
who received bids on state plans for yearly contracts. These bids 
have been tabulated and blue prints of these have been sent to the county 
clerks of each county for the inspection and information of the county 
boards in order that they may know the prices paid for the same class 
of work in the different counties throughout the state and will give them 
better idea of what the proper prices for this work should be. This has 
only been possible through the use of standard and uniform plans, 
specifications and bidding blanks. 

• 



AVERAGE BID OF ALL BRIDGE CONTRACTS LET FOR 1914 0~ STATE PLANS 

steel surJerstructllre-COiilplete tn PI&Ce:EUei)tFL -------------- S~perstnl~et~u=r=e=.==================================o 

3 35' 
3 40' 
3 45' 
3 50' 
4 50' 
3 55' 
4 55' 
3 60' 
4 60' 
4 65' 
4 70' 
5 70' 
4 75' 
5 76' 
4 80' 
5 80' 
r. 85' 
5 90' 
;'") 100' 
6 110' . 120' 
R 130' 
~ 140' 

a:i ..::: ___ --------~-J=~-e~~--- ---- Steel Girder Wood 
d "' 14'_ H'd'y 16' R'dw'y 18' R'd'y ---i4' H'd'y -JG' R'dwoY 18'-R'd'y -14'--iii'-~ 

Pin Connected RivetNl 

Wood 
Floor 

Cone. Wood Cone. ~ ~Wood Cone. \\'()odConc. \Yood Cone. \Vootl Cone. '\\rOod CoDZWOO<fCOllC. \Vood 

1 --~-~: .. [ '~n~ :::::::: ! $~f~ ! ::::::: ~ 1 u: ........ $~ E 1 ~~ 
-······-··· 22 21 2a 85 1 ···----- 1 ts· 9 sa to 12 

i .... -..... . 23 28 24 75 ' ·-.. ·-- 1 20' 10 10 10 6H 
............ 1 24 M 25 12 _....... 1 o·>' 11 26 11 90 

~ ............ 23 65 25 17 I •••···--• 1 24• I :::::::: •••••••• ; ] 1 37 13 46 
i ............ 1 24 53 25 64 ' _,__ 1 26' ........ 1:1 35 14 22 

............ 23 88 25 50 ·-·---· 1 28' ' 1'3 73 14 69 

............ 24 79 26 18 --·-·- 1 30' 14 17 16 52 ........ ~1 73 22 11 
····-······ I 25 33 25 41 ............ 1 32' ' 14 G2 17 55 21 82 ' 22 35 

' 
::::::::::: I M ~ ~ g I ::::::::-.:: ~1 ! ~3~8: :::::::: I : ::::;: ~ ¥~ i ~~ ~ 

27 78 , -•·-••• 22 17 24 67 I 

........ : ........ $5 39 ·~-·-· 

::::::::.:::=:::: Hf :::::: 
........ ........ 6 47' 

........ 6 45 
.............. I........ ~ ~~ 

759 
8 17 
829 

27 06 27 24 ---·-- 1 40' 24 63 36 38 
-····--···r Z7 

36 
--·····- I 

28 37 : -·-····- Steel PllinJ{ Pt"r Foot ln Place \\' ood Piling Per -F-OotOr Pile In Place :::::::::::: ~i B: ............ ' ~ 'f!_ I:::::::::: ~ 8"-18# T ....................... :.... ~ ;~ }~~~ t:~~~ ~~~r"~l~.;r'io~~'::::::::::::: $ :!~8: $ :~ 
···-·····. 

29 86 
~ b~ ::::::::: Built S''- 3:-l~.',#................. 'Vhite Oak under 24 feet long............ .44 .626 

High I ····--·- -·····-··. --·· ~ ::~~- ,:~~:·_s8''3;.'ft*···-······· ~ ~~ 'Yhit~_Qnk over 24 feet long................ .46 ;\ .507 

I :::::::::~: :::::::::::: ············ 1 

·····-···· 

1 ·-········· 1 '- ·············- I i:~l~ /)i\V~ff c~~~~~~!~~::::::::·::::::::::::~:·:··:.. .:~~:.. '582 

............ :::::::::::' ::::::: :::::::I ".,.akefield pflillg-for-cofferdams- per-M. BM.- I Fir lumber untrefited pef 

~~~~ Tub'" Shells Per Vertical Foot in Place- \Va~~fiefJa~~li~g-·"!"c;~·-·i;·~-i--r;l~ne;·;t ... U.S;-·pe·~-M:$58 03 Fi~f.h~~be~n c~~~;~i{.(i- p~-~ 
Type Dtam. l/4" 5(16" 3/8" 1/2" BM. in place ..................................................... 69 36 I M. BM. in place ................ 38 72 42 11 

~ ::: $ ~ f§ $ g ~ : $1g ~ \ $ig M nm\Y~ea~ilj~~t..~:~ .... :~.~---~~-~~~~-1-~---~-~~---~-~~-~-~ .... ~~~ 52 Pi~!~ 1~M~ein u~\~~~~~~---~=~ 60 G6 65 12 
C 48" R 49 10 76: 11 88 13 64 Hetnforcing any ('Ondttion in plaf'e per lb. 037 1 l'ine lumber creosoted per 
D 54" 10 03 11 661' 13 26! Hi 16 :\las~ concrete in pla('e per cubi<' foot............ 409 ! "L BM. in place ................ 41 66 46 22 
E 60" 11 02 13 07 14 60 15 88 Architectural concrete in place per cubic "'hitf> Oak untreated per 

foot .............................................. ......................... 631 M. BM. in place................ 62 08 1 67 09 
Stt"f'] 

A 
B 
c 
D 
E 

Dry exc>nvation pPr c>uhte foot......................... 028 Tearing- out old lumber 1 
1 02 \Vet excavation per cubic foot...... 2~4 per M ... BM ........................ I46 00 50 SS 
1 26 TI0ck PXC'fl.Yntion per euhie foot........................ 407 RPplacing old lumber per 
1 51 Form!'! for nn·hitPctural c>oncrete per ).[. M. EM .................................... I G 24 6 27 
1 93 EM. in pla<'e ...................................................... 32 44 Fir Floor complete in 
2 34J Forms for HHl~~ ('OIH'rete per l\1. R;\·f. in place per lin. ft. ot br .... ~ 8 92 

place ·····-·-········ ........................................ 18 45 Cr~~~~tk;~e t;!oc~lac~oo~er I 

sq. yrd.................................. 3 92 
Overhaul per ton per mile I 311 
Farricated steel not other· 

wise bid per lb. In pL. 1 005 

9 57 

466 

All other labor or material, cost plus 
11.22 per cent. 
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The foregoing table has been prepared and shows the average prices 
paid for the different spans and items as appearing on our uniform 
plans and bidding sheets and this is submitted herewith as represent
ing the average price paid for bridge. work throughout the state for 
the year 1914. 

This office has always been willing to send a man free of cost to 
the county to go with the county boards and inspect bridges or roat.l 
work and make ·recommendations or prepare any special plans that the 
county board might desire or request. A large number of the counties 
have availed themselves of this opportunity and in accepting bridge 
work in their counties always require an inspection to be made by the 
State Engineer's office before the final payment to the contractor. This 
gives the counties the benefit of experienced men in passing inspection 
on the bridges that they build and relieves the county board of a con
siderable amount of responsibility in accepting. the work. A large 
number of these inspections have been made and reports of the work 
made direct to the county boards. This in itself has been of great valne 
and assistance to the counties. 

State Aid Bridges: Under the state aid bridge law many of the 
bridges which were under construction have been completed and a num
ber of new contracts have been let. This law has proved most satis
factorily in that it has been possible to build permanent structures across 
the larger streams in the state and give aid to the counties through 
which these streams pass, which has seemed to be a burden which 
should be more or less distributed throughout the state as these bridges 
are being used both by the local community and by the public at large. 

In the building of these bridges it has been possible to set an ex
ample to the different counties as to the more permanent class of struc
tures that can be built and that should be built even though the first 
cost is more than that which has been paid for bridges heretofore. The 
maintenance cost is not so large and in the end that will more than 
make up the difference. The following table shows the standing of the 
different applications for state aid that have been received, the action 
thereon, the contracts which have been let and the cost of those bridgec; 
which have been completed. Also on the pages following said table will 
he found a special description of each state aid bridge and pictures of 
the same. 
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LIST 0:>' APPLICATIONS FOB STATE AU) BRIDGES 

-Boone ~:~-~-~~----------- . 1 5~~~:::u~Ree:..rld~~--- ..... c~a8r1:::r ....... W~tt:::~:: ,

1

$ -~~~~~--
Boyd & Holt ... _ ....... 5- 4-1911IButte .................... Xiohrara ............. Pending ...... I··················-
Garden ···················-··! 5-22-19111.·---···.·····-········· ....... North Platte ...... 

1

Withdrawn 1 ··············--· 

Morrl!l -----···-······--·--- 1 5-21-1911: Bayard ................ l'>orth Platte ...... Completed 23335 32 
Morrl!l -------------·········· 5-21-1911

1

Bridgeport ......... ~orth Platte ...... 

1 

Completed 25743 63 
Washington ···········-·! 6-14-1911' .. ·\rlington ........... El\dwrn ............... Completed 13241 30 
Rock & Keya Paha 7-11-1911 11Carns ... _." ............• Xiohrnra ............. Completed 23045 00 
Rock & Keya Paha 7-31-1911 McCully .............. .: :\"inhrnra .............. Completed 16428 03 
Red Willow ....•• ·-······· 8-10-1911 Bartley ................ Hepu blican ........ i Continued .. 
Platte .......................... 

1 
D-Z2-1911:~1onroe ................ Loup ..................... !Completed I ... 44004""26 

Dodge & Saunders 4 25-1912~~~rth ~end .... 1-:lattP .... --·····--1 C'ompleted 98597 17 
Scotts Bluff ............... 1- 6-1912 M(Grew........ . .. ~orth Platte ..... Completed 27424 61 
Lancaster ................ 1-10-1912 l•'ourteenth St...l Salt Creek ....... 1 Refused .... . .................. . 
Sherman .................... 11-10-1912

1 

Loup City •.... :\fiddle Loup .... 
1 

Completed 24962 16 
Dawson ..................... 2-13-1912 L('xington.. .. Platte ................... Contract let *45000 00 
Merrick ...................... 3- 7-1912 Prairie Island ... ! l'latte ................... j Continued ··················-
Howard ...................... 3-~0-Hl12

1 
Boelns .................. 

1

1 :\1 idllle Loup ...... 1 Continued , ................... . 
Dodge & Saunders 4-25-1912 F'rf'mont .............. Platte ................... : completed 94234 59 
Ho,vard ....................... ~4- 8-19121Rt. Paul.. ............. Korth Loup ....... ~Hefused ...... ·······-··-···· 
Nance ···············-·····---- 5- 4-1912] Genoa ................... I.~oup .................... l Completed . 31498 75 
Lincoln ...................... 5-10-1912 ~ntllf'l'land ........ .' North Platte ...... lcontrnet let! *38000 00 
Howarfl ...................... 8-13-1912 ~t.l'nnl.. ............. .'lliddle Loup ...... 

1

Pending ......................... . 
Furnas ........................ 12- 2-1913 Cambridge ......... Jt(•puhlif'nH ........ 

1

Completed , 22406 30 
Douglas ....................... 3-19-1913 '.-·allf'y .................. Ell\horn .............. l· Pending ...... ; ...............•.... 
~1errick ...................... 

1

4-23-1H1:-; CPntral City ...... Platte Pending ...... : ···--·········-·· 
~uekolls ..................... 10-20 -131 Knperior .............. Hepublicall ........ 'Plans ready *24000 00 
Lincoln ............... : .... - ... 11-28 -13 1 ~·orth Platte ...... ~rorth Platte ..... I Plans ready 

1 

*50000 00 
Dawson & Phelps .... , 2-11-1914 Overto11. .............. Platte ................... 

1 
Contract let [ *45000 00 

Dawson ...................... 1 2-11-1914 1 ""ill ow Island .. Platt(' ................... ) Pending ...... 1 •............•••.••• 
*E.~Hmated -----

STATE AID BRIDGE LEVY 

1911 I~vy, $S3.134; estimated amount collectible 94%, $78,146.06. 
1912 J .. evy, $92,764; estimated amount collectible 94%, $87,113.56. 
1913 and 1914 Lev!Ps will he approximately the same as the 1912 levy. 
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Bridgeport and Bayard State Aid Bridges, North Platte River, Morrill 
County 

For the above two bridges this office prepared designs of two con
crete bridges, one being a girder consisting of twenty-three 33' spans with 
a twelve-foot roadway and a sixteen-foot turnout in the middle of the 
bridge; the other being fifteen 50' concrete arches with a twelve-foot 
roadway and a sixteen-foot turnout in the middle of the bridge. These 
bridges were to be approximately eight hundred feet long with an earth 
fill approximately fifteen hundred feet long on the south end made nec
essary by the narrowing of the river channel. 

Bids were received and opened at Bridgeport on February 20, 1912. 
The lowest bid was submitted by a contractor who had no experience in 
building structures of this character and who lacked the necessary fi
nancial backing to handle the job. His bid was so much below the actual 
cost of the bridge that it was evident that he would be unable to com
plete the work and for 1Jhis reason his bid was rejected. The contract 
for both bridges was let to J. L. Mullen of Lincoln who bid on the girder 
type of bridge only. 

The fills were made of sand from the bed of the river and were cov
ered with one foot of dirt and this in turn was covered with four inches 
of coarse gravel in order to make a compact roadbed on the sand. There 
is also a dirt and gravel fill one foot in depth across the bridges which 
prevents wear on the concrete of the floor of the bridge. 

The turnout on the Bridgeport bridge was increased in size from 
16'x100' to 20'x100'. An open well was constructed on one pier in which 
at some future date the Department will install an automatic recording 
gauge to be used in connection with the hydrographic work. 

The bridges were completed during the summer of 1914 and have 
since been in continuous use. The total cost of the Bayard bridge was 
$23,335.32 of which amount the state paid $11,667.66. The total cost of 
the Bridgeport bridge was $25,7 43.63, of which amount the state paid 
$12,871.82. Cuts of the old and new bridges appear in this volume. 



BAYARD STATE AID BRIDGE, NORTH PLATTE Rl\"ER 
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Arlington State Bridge, Elkhorn River, Washington County 

The plans prepared for this bridge consisted of a steel bridge of a 
single one hundred and eighty-foot span with a sixteen-foot roadway, 
or a concrete bridge consisting of two ninety-foot spans with a fourteen
foot and a sixteen-foot roadway. These bids were oopened at Blair, Ne
braska, and the contract awarded to E. S. Beaty of Blair, Nebraska, for 
the steel bridge, with a wood block floor and concrete abutments. The 
The bridge was completed about June 1, 1913, and has since been in 
continuous use. The total cost was $13,241.30, of which amount the state 
paid $6,620.65. 
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Carns and 1\fcCully State Aid Bridges, Nihrara River, Rock and Keya 
Paha Counties 

The original plans for the Carns bridge called for two one-hundred 
and sixty-foot steel spans with a sixteen-foot roadway. 

Bids were received on this design and opened at Springview, Ne
braska, on August 28, 1911. From the bids received it was evident that 
there had been no competition in the bidding and the bids were all re
jected. New plans were made and the contract finally let in conjunction 
with the contract for the McCully bridge at Springview, Nebraska, on 
May 7, 1912. The plans, as finally submitted for the Carns bridge, con
sisted of six 50' concrete arches, 14-foot or 12-foot roadway, or eight 40' 
concrete girders, 14-foot or 12-foot roadway, or four 80' steel spans with 
16-foot roadway. 

The plans for the McCully bridge consisted of five 50' concrete 
arches, 14-foot roadway or 12-foot roadway; seven 40' concrete girders, 
14-foot or 12-foot roadway, or four 70' steel spans, 16-foot roadway. 

The contract was awarded to the Lincoln Construction Company for 
the concrete arch bridges with fourteen-foot roadways for both bridges. 

The piers of the Carns bridge rest on steel tubes filled with concrete; 
two sixty inches and one twenty-four inches in diameter, twenty feet 
long, under each pier. The two sixty-inch tubes support the pier proper 
and the twenty-four-inch tube is under the upsteram end of the ice 
breaker. Four wooden piling are driven in each of the large tubes ex
tending twelve feet below the bottom. The small tubes contain one pile 
driven in a like manner. 

The bridge has three hundred feet of clear waterway and the total 
cost was $23,045.00, of which amount the state paid $11,522.50. · 

The McCully bridge rests on shale at an average depth of eight 
feet below the bed of the river, and has a clear waterway of two hundred 
fifty feet. The total cost was $16,428.03, of which amount the state paid 
$8,214.01. 

These are the first concrete bridges built across the Niobrara. They 
were completed and opened to traffic during the summer of 1913 and 
have since been in continuous use. Cuts of these bridges appear in 
this volume. 



BOARD OF IRRIGATION, HIGHWAYS AND DRAINAGE 289 

Monroe State Aid Bridge, Loup River, Platte County 

The plans of this bridge consist of six 136-foot, 6-inch steel spans 
and one 80-foot steel span with sixteen-foot roadway. Bids were re
ceived and opened at Columbus, Nebraska, on May 14, 1912. The con
tract was let to the Omaha Structural Steel Works, of Omaha, Ne
braska, which company completed the contract during the summer of 
1913, after experiencing considerable difficulty with the ice, when it 
broke and went out in the spring. At this point the ice makes trouble 
in the spring when it breaks up and begins to move down the river caus
ing numerous ice jams and the resulting floods caused by the water leav
ing the banks and inundating the low bottom lands. This condition is 
liable to exist at any point between St. Paul and Columbus on the Loup 
and between Columbus and Plattsmouth on the Platte, and has been taken 
into consideration in the designing of bridges for these rivers. The spans 
are made as wide as possible for economical construction and the up
stream ends of the piers are equipped with concrete ice-breakers pro
tected on the peak by an 8"x8"x3-4" angle. 

The total cost of the Monroe bridge was $44,094.25, of which amount 
the state paid $22,047.13. It is to be lamented that after the expenditure 
of this amount of money to procure a substantial crossing of the river 
the county officials find themselves unable to surmount local difficulties 
in procuring a suitable road thereto. Elsewhere in this volume appears 
a cut of this bridge showing ice as it moves out in the spring. 
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North Bend State Aid Bridge, Platte River, Dodge and Saunders Counties 
The plans of this bridge consisted of eight 180' spans, steel, with 

sixteen-foot roadway, and concrete piers and abutments, with earth fill 
at the north end approximately fifteen hundred feet long. Bids were re
ceived and opened at Wahoo, Nebraska, May 25, 1912. The contract was 
let to Stupp Brothers Bridge and Iron Company, of St. Louis, Missouri, 
for the steel bridge with crosoted wood block floor. 

The contractor on this bridge sub-let the concrete substructure, the 
wood block floor and the earth fill. The sub-contractor was unfortunate 
in procuring a foreman who had no knowledge or experience with con
crete work in water, and the result was that when the bridge was nearing 
completion a careful inspection was made and the concrete was found 
be defective, and it was necessary to remove a considerable amount from 
each pier and replace it with new. The contractor was very arbitrary 
in this, and it was only after prolonged and heated argument that he 
could be persuaded to do the necessary work to ·prove the instability of 
the concrete. However, once the contention proven, the contractor dirl 
all in his power to expedite the reconstruction. 

Another cause of delay was the shifting nature of the bed of the 
river. During the construction of the bridge the main river channel 
moved from the south bank of the river where the bridge was being 
built to the north bank, approximately a thousand feet north of the bridge 
and turning the river back under the bridge was so difficult a construction 
problem that numerous parties freely predicted failure. The work was 
undertaken by the Standard Bridge Company of Omaha, Nebraska, who 
placed the fill by means of a six-inch centrifugal pump and a twenty
horse power traction engine mounted on a barge and pumped sand from 
the bottom of the river on the upstream side of the fill. As the fill pro
gressed the river channel was narrowed and considerable difficulty was 
encountered in closing the last sixty feet of the gap between the bank 
and the bridge. 

This was accomplished only after driving six or seven rows of forty
foot piling approximately five feet centers across the opening, wiring 
these together with one-half and three-quarter-inch twisted wire cables 
and dumping in sixty thousand bags of sand. Elsewhere in this volume 
appears cuts showing this work in progres~ and the completed fill. At
tention is called to the huge stacks of sand bagt' piled on either side of 
the gap. These and thousands in addition were eventually used. 

When this fill was completed the surface was covered with one foot 
of gumbo and this in turn received a four-inch covering of sand, and 
this surfacing was ploughed, disced, harrowed, floated and crowned and 
since the opening of the bridge for traffic has been dragged and is at ' 
present in splendid condition and is a good sample of the kind of roads 
it is possible to build in this state. 

The river end of this fill is protected on the upstream side by a willow 
mat similar in construction to that used on the fill to the Fremont bridge, 
a discussion of which is given under the Fremont bridge. 

The bridge was finally completed and opened for traffic in Sep
tember, 1914. The completed structure cost $87,084.98, of which amount 
the state paid $48,242.48. 
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McGrew State Aid Bridge, North Platte River, Scotts Bluff County 

The plans for this bridge consisted of fifteen 50' concrete arches 
with twelve-foot or fourteen-foot roadways, or twenty-three 33' con
crete girder spans with twelve-foot or fourteen-foot roadways. Bids 
were received and opened at Gering, Nebraska, May 28, 1912. The con
tract was let to J. L. Mullen for the girder bridge complete, with fill of 

approximately fifteen hundred feet. 
This bridge is built in two sections with an earth fill wide enough 

to be use<! for a turnout across the island connecting the two sections of 
the bridge. There is an equalizing channel cut across the upstream side 
of the island to provide a waterway if at any time the capacity of one 
section of the bridge should be overtaxed. 

The bridge was completed and open"d t0 traffic late in the summer 
of 1914, and it was necessary for the county to do considerable grading 
to provide a suitable road to the bridge. The completed structure <"·J:;t 
$27,424.61 of which amount the state paid $13,712.31. 
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Lexington State Aid Bridge, Platte River, Dawson County 

Dids on the following types of bridges were received, opened and 
rejected at Lexington, Nebraska, on June 25, 1914: Reinforced concrete 
girder with sixteen-foot r·oadway on wood or concrete piles, 50' concrete 
arches with sixteen-foot roadway on concrete or wood piles, balanced arch 
with sixteen-foot roadway on wood or concrete piles, and rainbow arch 
with sixteen-foot roadway on wood or concrete piles. The bids were re
jected because the Boards present were unable to agree upon the suc
cessful bidder. 

The bridge was readvertised and the hiM were opened at Lexington 
on September 11, 1914, and the contract let to I. E. Doty of David City, 
Nebraska, for twenty-five reinforced concrete girders 35' 6" center to 
center of span with sixteen-foot roadway, resting on concrete piles, and 
to Thomas Gass of Elm Creek, for the fill. 

Mr. Doty immediately proceeded to assemble his outfit on the site of 
the bridge only to be held up by a temporary restraining order issued 
by the District Court in which one James W. Radcliffe, a tax-payer of 
Dawson County, was the plaintiff, and the County Boards of Dawson and 
Phelps Counties and the State Board of Irrigation, Highways and Drain
age and I. E. Doty were made defendants. The hearing was held Octo
ber 13th and 14th, 1914 in Lexington and an opinion rendered in favor of 
the defendants. The ·plaintiff alleged that there was insufficient funds 
to complete the contract but it was proven otherwise at the hearing. 
Deputy Attorney General Ayres furnished capable assistance in the d"
fense of this suit. This bridge will probably be completed during the 
year 1915. A list of the bidders and their bids appear in this volume. 

• 

• 
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BIDS HECEIVED ON LEXIXG'l'ON STA'l'll AID BHIDGE A'l' LEXINGTON 
September 11, 1914. 

Reinforced concrete gir~ler-16-ft.l 
roadway on concrete piles .............. , $39790.00 

50-ft concrete arches-16-ft. road- ' 
way on concrete piles ........................ I 55750.00 

Rainbow arch-16-ft. road,vay on 
concrete piles....... . ..... 

Extr3. plain concrete, pet· cu. ;·d: I 
in place..... . ......................... . 

Extm n"'inf. ~tf'PL per pound in 
Jllace ......... . ...•.................. 

Extra Wakefield piling (3-3"x12") 
per lin. ft. in place ............................ . 

Extra round piling, per lin. ft. in 
place ........................................................ . 

Extra st. sht. piling (not less than 
30# per sq. ft. in place .................... . 

Extra Heth.' H's. 8"x32#, per lin. 
ft. in place .................... . 

Extra earth work, per cu. yd. in 
place .............................. . 

Extra surfacing, per cu. yd. in 
place ......................................................... . 

Extra concrete plies (12"x12"), per 
lin. ft. in place ................................... . 

Extra Willow mat. (18" thick) with 
eables aud cone. anch. sq. yd. ' 
in place ..................................................... . 

Extra rock (proteetion work), per 
cord in place ........................................... . 

Tearing out old bridge and piling 
on bank complete.: ............................... . 

8.50 

.0-3:-i 

.75 

.75 

1.15 

.25 

.40 

1.50 

3.45 

25.00 

1500.00 

$44950.00 $45550.00 

9.75 10.00 

.0325' .032[> 
! 

··················· .60 

.45 .4li 

1.25 1.50 

2.00 

.17 .145 

.60 .50 

1.75 3.75 

1.75 3.00 

····················! 40.00 

2000.00 i 2000.00 

Contract awarded to I. E. Doty. Reinforced concrete girders on concrete piles. 
Contract for earth fill and surfacing awarded to Thos. Gass. 
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Overton State Aid Bridge., Platte River, Dawson and Phelps Counties 

Bids on the following types of bridges were received, opened and 
rejected at Lexington, Nebraska, on June 25, 1914: Reinforced concrete 
girder with sixteen-foot roadway on wood or concrete piles, 50' concrete 
arches with sixteen-foot roadway on concrete or wood piles, balanced arch 
with sixteen-foot roadway on wood or concrete piles, and rainbow arch 
with sixteen-foot roadway on wood or concrete piles. The bids were re
jected because the Boards present were unable to agree upon the success
ful bidder. 

The bridge was readvertised and the bids were opened at Lexington 
on September 11, 1914, and the contract let to I. E. Doty of David City, 
Nebraska, for twenty-five reinforced concrete girders 35' 6" center to 
center of span with sixteen-foot roadway, resting on concrete piles, and 
to Thomas Gass of Elm Creek for the fill. 

One James W. Radcliffe, a tax-payer of Dawson county, secured !1 

temporary restraining order from the District Court alleging that the 
bridge fund of Dawson county contained insufficient funds to complete 
the contract. 

The hearing was held October 13th and 14th, in Lexington, and an 
opinion rendered in favor of the defendants. 

A list of the bidders and their bids follows: 



• • 

GENOA STATE AID B R IDGE, LOUP R I VER 
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BIDS HE('EIVI<'Jl 0:-i OVEHTO:-i ~T.\TE AID Ili\II>GE .\'1' LEX!:-iG'J'O:-o 
:";eptemher 11, 1014. 

Reinforced coneret€'-16-ft. road-
way, on concrete piles... $~7780.00 

50-ft. concrete arehes---16-ft. road-
way, en concrete piles........ 52846.00 

Extra plain concrete, pE'r <'u. yd. 
in place..... f:.50 

E:dr·:1 rPiJ•f. :.:trcl, pPr pomul in 
pin ~ •f .. 

Extra 'Val\:efield piling (~-3"x 

12"). per liu. ft. in place .... 
f!~xtra round piling, per lin. ft. in 

place .......................... . 
Extra st. sht. piling (not less 

than 30#per sq. ft. in phi<'(' .. 
Extra Beth. H's S"x32#, pe1· liu. 

~· ft. in pJUCP .. 
E··tr·n 1 :ll'th worl.;:, per cu. yd. in 

place ... 
Extra surfacing. per cu. ;rll. in 

place 
Extra eont·rete piles (12"x12"). 

per lin. ft. in plncf' 
Extra Willow mat. (18" thick) 

(with eables and concrete anch.) 
sq. yd. in place... . .. --------··----·--

F.xtra rock (protection work), per 
cord in place .. 

.75 

.75 

1.1:) 

.25 

,4() 

1.50 

3.45 

25.r,() 

$455~,{).00 

10.110 

.032[1 

.G:J 

AG 

1.-15 

2.10 

3.80 

2.80 
cu. tt. 

.28 

~ --
" -;: ~ ., " = 0 

i 
~ 

~ ~ 
~ .t :;_ ~ ~ " ~ ... = 

..; 00 ·;; 
" .-. ~ .; ~ s Cl ..:1 ~ 

Y. ~ I ~ I 

$44750.00 I ' $. . .. ! $ ... 

. . . . . . i 

!1.7fl 

.0325 _ ........ I 

······I 
.45 

1.25 

17. .145 

.60 .75 .50 

1.75 

I 

1.75 

1

''"""1 
. .. [ 

Contract awarded tn T. F.. Doty. Reinforced concrete girders on concrete piles. 
Contract for earth fill and surfacing awarded to Thos. Gnss. 
Pat. Priel--S"xlO"x12" cl:'ment block at .11 each. 
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Loup City State Aid Bridge, Middle Loup River, Sherman County 

Plans for this bridge consist of four 120' steel spans with sixteen
foot roadway and wood block floor. Bids were received and opened at 
Loup City, Nebraska, June 4, 1912. The contract was let to the Stand
ard Bridge Company of Omaha, Nebraska, who completed the contrart 
during the summer of 1913. 

The completed structure cost $24,962.14, o{ which amount the state 
paid $12,481.07. Cuts of the old and the new structures appear elsewhere 
in this volume. 

•. 

• 

• 



BOARD OF IRRIGATION, HIGHWAYS AND DRAINAGE 247 

Fremont State Aid Bridge, Platte River, Dodge and Sau;,<!erc C:>u:JI :es 

Plans for this bridge as bid upon consisted of seven 180' steel spans 
and three 100' steel spans with concrete piers and abutments and sixteen
foot roadways. Bids were received and op~ned at Wahoo, Nebraska, 
en May 25, 1912. The contract was kt for the bridge with a crco
soted wood block floor to Stupp Bros. Bridge and Iron Company of St. 
Louis, Missouri. The design of this bridge has, since letting the con
tract, been changed to nine 180' steel spans, doing away with the three 
100' spans. The bridge is ·practically the same as the North Bend bridge, 
and was built by the same contractor. It was necessary to rebuild poc
tions of the piers and this occasioned some delay. 

The fill was placed with a drag line outfit and the contractor ex
perienced no particular difficulty in completing it. The upstream side of 
the river end of this embankment is protected by a willow mat approxi
mately six hundred feet lcng, seventy feet wide and eighteen inches thick. 
This was woven on the ice and ground, of willows from one inch to two and 
one-half inches in thickness, and from twelve to twenty feet in length, 
and is secured to the bank by half and three-quarter-inch wire cables, 
c wclve-foot centers, and fastened to 35' piling driven at the toe of the 
slope of the embankment to a depth of approximately twenty-seven feet. 
The slope on the upstream side of the fill is four to one and the mat 
extends on this bank to the high water mark and is weighted with rock, 
old paving blocks and bricks. A portion of the mat was laid on the ice 
and then enough rock was placed upon it to sink it. During the spring 
:>nd summer of 1914, the willows showed a decided tendency to sprout, 
and will furnish an excellent protection in the future. A cut showing 
the mat, nearly completed, appears elsewhere in this volume. Suffi
cient quantity of rock was piled on the outer edge and across the body 
to break the ice and sink the mat to the bottom of the river where it 
forms a permanent protection from erosion for the fill. 

The fill was further protected on the upstream side by quantities 
of "willow babies" back of the mat. The down stream side, the slope of 
which is two to one, is protected by two double rows of piling approxi
mately six-foot centers, and the space between filled with "willow babies." 
These keep the river from whipping back along the fill and prevent any 
erosion. The abutment and bank on the south side of the river is pro
tected up and down stream by a single row of piling, back of which 
is piled a number of "willow babies." 

The Fremont bridge was opened to traffic in the spring of 1913 and 
has since been in continuous use. The total cost, exclusive of protec
tion work, was $87,732.89, of which amount the state ·paid $42,366.36. 

~ 
I 
l 
l 
l 
I 
i 
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Cambridge State Aid Bridge, Republican River, Furnas County 

Designs for this bridge included one concrete arch type consisting 
of two 50', two 55' and one 60' spans, with twenty-foot roadway, con
crete piers and abutments; one reinforced concrete girder, consisting of 
nine 30' clear s·pans, twenty-foot roadway, concrete piers and abutments; 
one steel bridge composed of two 135' high truss riveted spans, twenty
foot roadway, with concrete floor, piers and abutments; one steel bridge 
composed of two 135' high truss riveted spans with twenty-foot roadway, 
with creosoted wood block floor and concrete piers and abutments. 

Bids were opened at Beaver City, Nebraska, on February 26, 1914, 
and contract awarded to the Lincoln Construction Company of Lincoln, 
Nebraska, for the concrete arch type of bridge. 

The bridge was completed and opened to traffic in November 1914, 
although the contractor experienced some difficulty and sustained some 
damages from floods during the process of construction. The completed 
structure cost was $22,406.30, of which amount the state paid $11,203.15. 

A list of the bidders and their bids and a cut of the completed 
structure appear elsewhere in this volume. 
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BIDS ON CAMBRIDGE STATE AID BRIDGE 

ReceiYed at Beaver City, Nebr., I<,ebrunry 26, 1914. 
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Reinforced conerete arche-S--=-20-ft.-,-- --$18990.00 -$- $ $ 
roadway~complete ... ........ I$ .... 

Reinforced concrete girder bridge- I 22650.00 32000,{)0 

20-ft. roactway-compJete ........................ ··················· 
Stt>el span bridge-Con. Fl.-30ft. 20900.00 2H20.(~l 24000.00 24148.()0 

roadway- complf>te -·- 21453.00 
Steel span bridge-Wood Bl. Fl.- 21600.00 2:{750.00 24(X)0.00 2~():'-7.00 

20-ft. roadway-eomplete 22000.00 
Extra plain t·oncrete. per cu. y<l. in 15.00 13.:10 16.00 1~.30 

place ..... ................................... 12.50 

Extra reinforcing steel, per pound .04 .038S .04 .037:1 

in place ........ ······················ .045 
Extra Wakefield piling (3-2ux12"), per 1.2;:) 1.70 1.00 1.15 

lineal ft. In place ..... ].;;() 

Extra round piling, per lineal ft. .40 .tl5 .50 _(j2 

in place ..... ............................. .50 

Extra 60" tulles (5j16" M-Cou. filled) 21.00 25.00 :.w.oo 19.00 

per lineal ft. single tube In place .... i 20.50 
Extra fabrif-ated steel, per pound in [ .06 .055 .06 .05iit 

place ................................................................ ................... , 
Extra steel sheet piling at 30~ per 

l 
1.2'3 2.GO 1.80 2.5() 

square ft. in place ......... 1.25 

~~xtra Bf'thlehem H's (8"x32~), per 2.00 2.60 ].;)() 2.00 

lineal ft. ill place ....... 

? "'I Extra earth work, I>er l'U. yard in .50 .50 5.00 .40 

pla<·e .40 

Extra snrfal'ing, yard in ' .75 1.50 1.00 1.50 per cu. 
place .60 I ---·----- ----
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11.00 
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2.50 
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$2.00 per yard to be _added if crushed rock has to he- shipped in. 
Contract let to Lineoln Construction Co. at $1S.9n0.00 for reinforced concrete archPR. 20-ft. ro:Hiwny. 
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Genoa State Aid Bridge, Loop River, Nance County 

Plans for this bridge consist of five 136' 6" steel spans with con
crete piers and abutments and sixteen-foot roadway, with plank floor. 
Bids were recieved and opened on July 16, 1912, at Fullerton, Nebraska. 
The contract was let to the Massillon Bridge and Structural Company 
of Kansas City, Missouri, who completed the contract with practically 
no delay. 

The ice breakers were placed on the piers after they were other
wise completed, the County Board deeming them unnecessary prima1·ily 
'md later reconsidering. 

The bridge complete cost $31,498.75, of which amount the state paid 
$15,7 49.37. 
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Sutherland State Aid Bridge, North Platte River, Lincoln County. 

Designs for this bridge consisted of one reinforced concrete arch 
type consisting of fourteen 50' arches with sixteen-foot roadway and con
crete piers and abutments, resting on wood piles; one of the same type 
except that it rested on Bignell Concrete Piles; one concrete arch con
sisting of fourteen 50' arches, with twelve-foot roadway, with a twenty
foot turnout over two spans, with concrete piers and abutments, resting 
on wood piles; one of the same type resting on Bignell Concrete Piles; 
one reinforced concrete girder bridge composed of twenty-three 33' spans, 
with a twelve-foot roadway, and a twenty-foot turnout over three spans, 
resting on concrete piers and abutments on wood piers; one reinforced 
concrete girder bridge composed of twenty-three 33' spans, with twelve 
foot roadway and a twenty-foot turnout over three spans, with concrete 
piers and abutments resting on Bignell Concrete Piles. 

Bids were received and opened at North Platte on A']>ril 7, 1914, and 
the contract awarded to the Lincoln Construction Company of Lincoln, 
Nebraska, who have assembled an outfit on the site of the bridge, which 
is at present in the process of construction, and will probably be fin
ished during 1915. A list of the bidders and their bids will be found 
elsewhere in this issue. 



BIDS ON SUTHERLAND STATE, AID BRIDGE 
Received at Nnrth Platte, Nebr., April 7, 1914. 

H!-'illforeed concrete arelll's--wood pii{'S. 
16-ft. roadway complf'h• .. 

Heinforeed l'onc·rete arches-Bignell coueretf' p!.ie~ 
16-ft. roudway-complete....... . .... ! . 

Ht>illforeed ('oncrete ar('llf's-wcod piles. 
1:!-ft. roadway---20-ft. turnout-complete ... 

Heinforced ('ODcrete arches-Bignell concretl:' '.'.i .. l.e .. s.i' . 
1:!.-ft. roadway-20-ft. turnont-f·omplete .. 

Reinforced concrete girder- wood piles. 

16-ft. roadway---complete.. I' 
Reinforced concrete girder-BigiJell C'oncret P -~;~-j~~- . 

](j-ft. roadway-comJ,Iete-... l!Jrll<llll•······· .. ··: . 
Heinforced C'Oncrete girder-20-ft. 

1:!-ft. roadwn:r-wood Jlilf's....... I 

Reinforced concrete girder-20ft. turnout~. 

12-ft. roadway-Bignell con<·rete pilr~.. . ....... I ••• 

Extra-plain concrete. per cu. yd. in plneP. I· 
Extra-plain conf'ret{", PPI" cu. yd. in pJ:iCP. 

Extra-reinforced stet.> I, pt'r JHlUild iu plaC'f' .. 
Extra-Wakefield putng (3--2"x12"), per lin. 

rt. In place. 
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uiDS ON Sl"THERLAND STATE, AID BRIDGE 
Received at North Platte, Nebr., April 7, 1914 
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Valley State Aid Bridge, Elkhorn River, Douglas County 

The design for this bridge consisted of one 240' steel span with a six
teen-foot roadway and wood block floor on concrete abutments. Bids 
were received and opened at Omaha, Nebraska, on April 14, 1914, and all 
bids were rejected because the lowest bid exceeded the cost plus a rea
sonable percentage of profit as estimated and prepared by this Depar·. 
ment. A Jist of the bidders and their bids appears elsewhere in tius 
volum. 



BIDS ON DOUGLAS COUNTY STATE AID BRIDGE 
Ueceived at Omaha, Neb., April Htll, 1~)14. 

~=-----·------------

:!40-ft. stt-el span-complete. 
16-ft. roadway-wood Ul. floor .... 

Extra-plain l'OIIcreh•, )wr cu. pl. in JllaN• .. 

Extra-rf'inforced stE-el. pPr pound in placf> ..... . 
Extm-,Vakt>field pililll-(' ~:l-:! 11 xl2"), pf>l· 

lineal ft. in plaC'e.. . ......................................... . 

Extra-- round piling, per lineal ft. in place 
Extra-60'' tulJfc•s (;).JW' :\L---f'OlH'. tilled). per 

lineal ft. in plal:'e...... ·······································-·-·······-··· 

Extra-fabricated steel. per pound in place ........... . 
Extra-steel shee-t piling, Vf'r square ft. in phH'f'. 

30# per sq ft ................................................................ . 
Extra-Bethlehem H's (8"x32#), per llneal ft. 

in plaCf• 

Extra--earthwork, per cu. yd. in place ................... . 

Extra-surfacing, per cu. yd. in place ....................... . 

0 
u 
~ 

"' ~ ~ 
~ ,.. 

~ 0 

~ :.: 

$25057.00 

13.50 

.03 

.!l5 

.45 

24.25 

"' ~ 
~ 0: 
~ z .... 

~ = ;;:;: 

"' 
u 

~ !: ;; 
0 d 

§(.) "' ~ .. 
$25900.00 

15.50 

.03'4 I 
! 

.9G 

.50 

27.00 

" 0 = u ~ 
~ .:i .§ 
~ ~ " 0 ~ 

~ 0 3 "' 3 ;:;; '"' u 
E = rr. :f. ~ 0:: !I ~ -~ t· 0 

" I.~ "' ; .3 ~ ·z , 
= ~~ ~ 

~ ~ _g = = Zi .::;:;: ;:; 

"' - ~ 

$29451.00 $25887.00 $c>GSoo.()() 

16.00 15.00 17.50 

pr.cwt.3.50 i .04 .03% 
I 

.85 .90 1.10 

.55 .45 .53 

27.50 24.85 26.00 

"' 
~ = 0 = u 
E ~ ,; 

.Q " = E 
00 "" "' ~ ::: 0 ~ 

~ "" ,) :;: 7. 
00 ~ ~ _g ~ 

0: " 
z ~ 

§ 
, = ~ z c '"' C-

;: 

$25~1D.()() I $2.3850.00 

].t-_,10.:5 H.OO 

.03 .03 

.~8 1.00 

.48 .45 

24.90 25.90 

I 

.. I 

-'A"ll'b'-l:i':ds~re"-je=ct'-'e:o"a.----------'------------------- ----------~·-----



REPORT OF STATE ENGINEER 

St. Paul State Aid Bridge, Middle Loup River, Sherman County 

The designs for this bridge consisted of two 304' steel spans, sixteen
foot roadway, with creosoted wood block floor; and five 145' steel spans 
with sixteen-foot roadway with creosoted wood block floor. 

Bids were received and openecl at St. Paul, Nebraska, on April 23, 
1914. All bid<> were rejected because the lowest bid received exceeded 
the cost of construction plus a rc::!sonable percentage of profit as esti
mated and prepared by this Department. A table showing the bidders 
and their bids appears elsewhere in this volume. 



BIDS ON ST. PAUL STATE AID BRIDGE 
Received at St. Paul, Nebr., April 23. ln14. 
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2-304-ft. spans and approaches, 16-ft. roadway-compplete... . ........ 
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5--145-ft. spans and approaches, 16-ft. roadway-complete. . ........... 66900.00 68725.00 
Extras-plain concrete, per cu. yd.. .......... 12.50 17.50 

Reinforcing steel, per lb................. ---··-····-----------·-----···················-······· .0.35 .04 
wa-kefield piling 3-2"x12"s, per lineal ft... ······························- .75 .80 
Round piling, per lineal ft ....................................... -···············-·······-·········-········· .. --.. .60 .65 
72" tubes metal 5-16"; filled with concrete, single tube per lineal ft.... 25.50 28.00 
60" tubes metal 5-16"; filled with concrete, single tube per Ilneal ft... 21.00 24.10 
48" tubes metal 5-16"; filled with concrete, single tube per lineal ft. 16.00 16.75 
Fabricated steel, per lb.................. .06 .065 
Stf'el sheet pi1ing, per sq. ft......... 2.30 2.50 
S"x32# Bethlehem H's, per lineal ft... .......................... 2.30 2.50 
Earthwork, per cu. yd... ...................... .50 .60 
Surfacing, per cu. yd......................................................... 2.50 2.95 
18" willow mat. per sq. yd................ 3.50 6.50 

Itock, per C'Ord ................ -······--------·----·--------------- 40.00 42.50 
Artificial stone, per cord ........ --------------------------- 40.00 42.50 

NOTE: Bids rejected April 28. 1914. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Adopted by 

STATE BOARD OF IRRIGATION, HIGHWAYS AND DRAINAGE 

Governing Matters Coming Before the Department 

CLAIMS 

,, .... ,,.-.,._·~ 

Section 6795, Cobbey's Annotated Statutes of Nebraska for 1911, 
reads as follows: (Same-Determination of priorities.) It shall b·d the 
duty of the State Board to make proper arrangements for 1Jhe determin
ation of priorities of right to use the public waters of 1Jhe state and de
termine the same. The method of determining the priority and amount 
of appropriation shall be fixed by the said Board." 

Filing of Claim Affidavit: 

1. Claimants of the right to use the public waters of the State of 
Nebraska for irrigation, power, or other useful purposes, who base their 
claims upon the law of 1877, upon the law of 1889, or by actual and bene
ficial use, shall file in the office of the State Engineer, a claim affidavit, 
which shall be made upon a blank, •prepared by the State Engineer, furn
ished by him free of cost, and filed by him under date of its receipt at 
his office. 

2. Thls claim shall give the location of the diversion works, the 
land through which the canal runs, specifically describe the land irrigated, 
if for irrigation purposes; the location of all dams, flumes, headgates, 
canals, power house, etc., if for power or other purposes. 

The claim shall also set forth the date of beg-inn'ng construction 
work, the date of completion, and the time of the application of tlte 
water to the beneficial use for which it is claimed. 

Upon the filing of any such claim affidavit, the State Engineer shall 
fix a time and plac~ for the holding of a hearing. 

Notiees: 

Notice of hearing shall be served in the following manner: 
1. The State Engineer shall prepare an official notice, setting forth 
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the time and place of the hearing, together with a general description 
of the rights claimed, and calling upon all interested parties to appear 
and protect their rights, to be inserted in a local paper of general cir
culation in the county in which the diversion works or plant of claimant 
is loeatd, and also in some newspaper of general circulation in the State 
published at the State Capitol, which notice shall run for four consecu
tive weeks in said papers at the expense of the claimant. 

2. The State Engineer shall send by registered mail a duly certified 
copy of the above notice to each water user in the watershed, in wlhich 
the claim is located, as their names and addresses appear on the records 
In the State Engineer's office, at least thirty days before the date of. 
said hearing, together with a copy of these rules. 

3. Letters so addressed, shall be registered, according to the rules 
of the postoffice department, with a request for a return card, which card 
when returned, shall be preserved with the papers in such case. 

Hearing: 
1. A hearing shall be held for the purpose of receiving testimony 

offered by parties in interest in support of and adverse to the rights 
claimed and shall be presided over by the ~tate Engineer, or one of his 
Assistants, as he may designate, who shall keep a complete record of 
the proceedings thereof. 

2. All evidence shall be submitted in typewritten or printed form. 
If oral, it shall be taken down and transcribed at the expense of the 
complaintant or contestant offering the same. 

3. Claimants may appear in person or by attorney, but appearance 
must be made at time and place specified for hearing. 

4. If any party to the proceedings shall desire to take the testimony 
of. witnesses residing outside of the State, or whose attendance cannot 
be secured at any of the times and places fixed by the State Engineer, the 
testimony of such witnesses may be taken by deposition in the same 
manner and upon the same notice of that required for the taking of 
depositions in cases pending in the District Court. 

5. The State Engineer shall have the power to limit the time for 
the completion of the taking of the testimony. 

6. When the taking of such testimony shall be completed, or the 
time fixed for the completion thereof shall have expired, the State En
gineer shall fix the time for hearing argument upon the evidence taken, 
and permit interested parties to file briefs. 

Opinion: 
1. Upon the receipt of the written testimony, taken at the hear

ing and any other investigations that the State Engineer may deem 
necessary to make, and briefs, if presented, there shall be rendered an 
opinion of facts and of law based upon the evidence presented. 

2. Upon the rendition of a decision, the State Engineer shall for
ward a duly authorized c<l'py of the same by registered mail to all 
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.interested parties or their attorneys making an appearance of record in 
said hearing, as their names and addresses appear upon the records tr. 
the State Engineer's office, together with a copy of these rules. Return 
registry cards shall be requested and filed with papers in such cases. 

Rehearings and Contests: 

1. Any person deeming himself aggrieved by any decision may at 
any time within thirty days after receipt of such decision file with the 
State Engineer a petition for a rehearing, Said petition shall set forth 
the grounds relied upon for a rehearing and be duly verified. 

2. In case sufficient reasons are found in the petition, provided 
for above to grant a rehearing, the petitioner will be notified of the same 
by the State Engineer. 

3. Notices of holding of rehearings shall be given by mail to inter
ested >parties or their attorneys appearing of' record. 

4. The said rehearing shall be held at a time and place designated, 
and interested parties may file briefs and oral argument may be made 
and limited to a reasonable time. In general, rules governing the 
original hearing shall apply to rehearing. 

5. A contest against a claimant shall not be heard until after the 
rendition of a decision on the claim. 

APPLICATIONS 
Any application made in accordance with the Irrigation Laws of the 

State of Nebraska to appropriate any of the public waters of the State 
shall be acted upon in the following manner: 

Blanks: 
1. Applications shall be made on blanks furnished by the State 

Engineer's office free of charge. 
2. All questions shall be fully and carefully answered. 
3. A careful drawing on township plat, showing all streams with 

their names, canals and other improvements should be made; if for irri
gation, land to be irrigated must be carefully shaded. 

4. If application for permit to irrigate, owners of land should ac
knowledge their consent to have their lands watered through the allow
ance of the proposed application before a notary. 

Filing Fees: 
1. IRRIGATION-$5.00 for each 1,000 acres irrigated or fraction 

thereof. 

1 

2. STORAGE-$5.00 for each 5,000 acre feet or fraction thereof 
stored. 

3. POWER-$5.00 for each 50 theoretical horsepower or fraction , 
thereof. 

Rule on determining theoretical horsepower: The amount of the
oretical water horse ·power upon which fees shall be paid under the pro-

• 
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vision of Section 6918 of Cobbey's Annotated Statutes of Nebraska 
for 1911, shall be computed by multiplying the maximum amount of 
water claimed or diverted, expressed in cubic feet per second, by the 
average total fall utilized, expressed in feet, and dividing the product 
by 8.8. 

Filings: 

Upon the receipt of the State Engineer's office of an application 
accompanied by the proper filing fee, the application shall be filed under 
date received and duly recorded. 

Corrections: 

1. Thirty days shall be given after the date of filing for the 
State Engineer to examine an application and if any defect is found 
therein, to return the same to the applicant for correction with the en
dorsement of the State Engineer upon the same, as to the corrections 
desired. 

2. If application is returned, corrected within thirty day limit 
it shall take priority of original filing. 

Action Taken: 

1. The State Board, through the State Engineer, shall approve or 
dismiss the application according to the results of his investigation of 
the same, as set forth by law. 

2. The State Engineer shall return to the applicant by registered 
mail his application, with the endorsement of the State Engineer thereon, 
accompanied with a copy of these rules. Registry receipts shall be re
quested and filed with the papers in above case. 

3. Upon the receipt of an approved application by the applicant 
the applicant shall be duly authorized to begin work of construction. 

Work: 

((Prosecution of Construction.) Wi!Jhin six months ofter the ap
proval of any application for water for irrigation, power or other useful 
purpose under this act by the State Board of Irrigation the person or 
persons, corporation or association making such application shall com
mence the excavation or COllstruction of the works in which it is intended 
to divert the water, also the actual construction of any water power 
plant and reservoir or reservoirs for storage in connection therewith, 
and shall vigorously, dilligently and interruptedly prosecute such work 
to completion unless temporarily interrupted by some unavoidable and 
natural cause, and a failure to comply with this section shall work a 
forfeiture of the appropriation and all rights thereunder. 

Provided further that the cost of promotion and engineering work 
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shall not be considered as a part of the cost of construction, and that 
the progress of the construction work shall be such that one-tenth of the 
total work shall have been completed within one year of the date of ap
proval of the application. The applicant shall at the end of six months 
after the allowance of his application furnish to the State Board a de
tailed report of the total amount of work necessary to complete the pro
ject, which report shall conform to the requirements of the State En
gineer, together with satisfactory evidence that the work of construction 
has been begun. 

Provided also that the construction of all work required in connec
tion with the proposed project shall be prosecuted in the manner above 
described and witJh such a force as shall assure the average rate of 
constructional progress necessary to complete such work or works within 
the time stipulated in the approval of such application, notwithstanding 
the ordinary delay and casualities that must be expected and provided 
against, to assure the completion of the project within a time certain. 

Provided, further, that in the case of an application for an appropri
ation granted for the development of water power, it shall be the duty 
of such grantee, on or before the lOth day of each month after the date 
fixed for the commencement of such work to report under oath to the 
State Board of Irrigation the actual amount of money expended upon 
such power development during the preceding calendar month for right 
of way and land, labor, salaries, material and machinery, not including 
construction, equipment delivered upon the ground, and said report shall 
be made in form, detail and manner prescribed by said Board. A failure 
to carry on the construction of either an irrigation or water power pro
ject, as outlined above, or in the case of a water power development, 
to fail to file the above reports within the time required, shall work to 
forfeiture of the appropriation and all rights thereunder and the State 
Board shall cancel said appropriation within thirty days of such failure. 

Provided further, the State Engineer or his assistants shall have free 
access to all records, books and papers of any irrigation or water power 
company and have the right to go upon the right of way and land of 
any said company, and shall inspect said works to see that it is being 
done according to plans and specifications approved by the State En
gineer·s office and shall also keep a record of the cost of construction 
work where the same is deemed advisable for physical valuation pur
poses. 

Maps: 

Sections 6808 of Cobbey's Annotated Statutes for 1911 reads as fol
lows: (Map--Plat;......Penalty.) Upon the approval and allowance of 
an application, the applicant shaiJ file in the office of the State Board of 
Irrigation, Highways and Drainage, within six months thereafter, a map 
or plat, which map or plat shall be made to confirm to the rules and regu~ 
lations of said Board as to material, size and coloring, and upon a scale 
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of not less than two inches to the mile. Such map or plat shall show 
the source from which the proposed apprapriation is to be taken, and 
all proposed dalii8, dykes, reservoirs, canals, power houses and any other 
structures for the purpose of storing, conveying or using the water for 
any purpose whatsoever under the irrigation law of this State, and their 
true courses or positions in connection with the boundary lines and cor
ners of land which they occupy, and when lands are listed for irrigation, 
such lands must be shown in government subdivisions, or fractions there
of, as the case may be, and no rights shall be deemed to have been ac
quired until this section of the Statutes shall have been compiled with, 
and a failure to comply with this section shall work a forfeiture of the 
appropriation and all rights thereunder. 

2. (1) All maps filed to comply with the above law, must be on 
tracing cloth 14 inches wide and 16 inches long, wil!h a one inch margin 
on the top, bottom and right hand end and a three inch margin on the 
left hand end for binding. Where the whole area cannot be shown on 
one sheet, additional sheets must be used, each sheet representing a 
township, until the whole area is covered. 

(2) Short ditches and small areas must be made on a scale of 4, 6 
or 8 inches to the mile, where, by using such scale, the area of the map 
will not exceed 12 inches square. In all other cases, where this cannot 
be done and where larger areas are to be shown, a scale of 2 inches to 
the mile is used. 

(3) The position of the headgate must be indicated by some tie to 
a government section or quarter section corner, giving the course and 
distance therefrom. The course of the ditch or canal must also be shown. 

(4) At intersection of section lines the distance from the nearest 
government corner to the center line of the ditch must be given in feet 
and where the land reclaimed is fractional, the fractional area to be irri
gated, of each quarter-quarter section must be marked on plat in acres. 

(5) The center line of the proposed canal must be in red. Any 
other canals and all streams and drains must be in medium blue. The 
area praposed to be irrigated must be carefully shaded in light red. If 
topography is shown by contour lines, such lines must be in burnt sienna. 
All other matter, such as hatching, land lines, lettering, figures, etc., 
must be in black. 

(6) All maps must be made from actual measurments on the ground 
and properly certified by some competent engineer or surveyor. 

(7) The presumption of the law is, that after a permit is allowed, 
it will require not more than six months to make the proper surveys, get. 
the necessary information and construct and file required map. 

(8) The following certificates must be printed upon the first sheet 
properly filled out and signed: 
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State of Nebraska 
........................................ County 

I hereby certify that the survey of ........................................................... . 
was made under my direction, and is accurately represented on this map 
consisting of ........................ sheets. 

Engineer (or Surveyor) 

Dated ................................................................ l9L ..... . 

State of Nebraska t 
............................................ County J ss. 

I hereby certify that this map consisting of ........................ sheets was 
made with my full knowledge and consent, and at my request, and cor
rectly shows the location and course of the distributing works, the source 
from which the appropriation is taken, and the legal subdivisions of 
the land upon which the water appropriated is to be applied, as shown 
by Application No ......................... , filed in the office of the State Board 
of Irrigation on the ............ day of ........................................ . 

Dated ............................................................ 19 ....... . 

(9) If the appropriation is for any purpose other than irrigation, 
this certificate must be so worded as to agree with the facts. 

(10) At the time an application is filed, a preliminary map is to 
be made upon the township plats accompanying the blanks furnished by 
this office, and which is made a part of the application, and the applicant 
should follow out the foregoing instructions as to color and shading and 
such other matter as is possible to gather and ·place upon a preliminary 
map. This map must contain sufficient data upon which to base an 
opinion in handling the application. 

Contests and Hearings: 

1. An person deeming himself aggrieved by any decision may at 
any time within thirty days after the receipt of such decision, file with 
the State Engineer a petition for a hearing. Said petition shall set forth 
the grounds relied upon for such hearing and must be duly verified. 

2. In case sufficient reasons are found in the petition, provided 
for above, to grant a hearing, the time and place for holding the same 
shall be set and notices of the same shall be given interested parties 
hy registered mail by the State Engineer thirty days in advance of the 
holding of. said hearing. 

3. Interested parties may file with the State Engineer a brief, 
and also appear in person to introduce evidence and make oral argu
ment. 

4. A duly verified copy of a final decision shall be sent to all in-

1 
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terested parties making an appearance, by registered mail by the State 
Engineer. 

5. After the allowance of an application, contests may be brought 
by an interested party to show that the applicant has not faithfully 
complied with the Irrigation Laws of this State, or that the proposed 
project is a detriment to the •public welfare. 

6. An applicant feeling himself aggrieved by the opinion rendered 
by the State Board in the hearing had, may institute proceeding in the 
Supreme Court of Nebraska to reverse, vacate or modify the order 
complained of, the procedure to obtain such reversal, vacation or modifi
cation of any such decision or order made and adopted upon which a 
hearing has been had before said Board, shall be governed by the same 
provisions in force with reference to appeals and error proceedings 
from the district court to the Supreme Court of Nebraska. The evi
dence presented before the Board as reported by its official stenographer 
and reduced to writing, shall be duly certified to by said stenographer 
and the chairman of the State Board as the true bill of exceptions, 
which, together with the pleadings and filings duly certified in said 
case under the seal of the State Board shall constitute the complete 
record, and the evidence upon which the case shall be presented to the 
appellate court, provided, however, that the time for appeal from the 
orders and rulings of said Board to the Supreme Court shall be limited 
to sixty days. 

DAMS 

Plans and specifications of dams and petitions for a:pproval of same. 
(Dam: reservoir.) Any person, corporation or association hereafter 

intending to construct any dam for reservoir purposes or across the 
channel of any running stream, shall before beginning such construction, 
submit the plan of the same to the State Board of Irrigation, High
ways and Drainage for their examination and approval, and no dam 
shall' be constructed until the same shall have been approved by such 
board. Any person constructing such a dam across the channel of any 
running stream without having obtained the consent and approval of 
the State Board therefor, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon con
viction thereof, shall be fined in any sum not exceeding $100 and stand 
committed until the fines and cost are paid, and for every day that such 
dam so unlawfully constructed is maintained, it shall be considered as a 
new offense and as a new violation of the provision hereof and it shall 
be the duty of the secretary of the State Board to cause the provisions 
of this act to be strictly enforced 

Drawings: 
The drawings representing the plan of a proposed dam should be 

made with a good quality of India ink upon sheets of ~racing cloth 14 
inches wide, 16 inches long with a three inch margin on the left hand 
end for binding (but extra lengths not to exceed 30 inches, are allowable 
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if necesary) as many such sheets to be used as requirements demand. 
These drawings must be numbered and given a proper title. They must 
include: 

1. A map of the site showing the position of the dam, the meanders 
of the stream and the flow line boundaries of the reservoir, all properly 
connected to land lines and government corners, also the surface and 
area of the reservoir and the cubic contents in acre feet. 

2. A cross section of the stream where the dam is to be built, 
showing the surface of the ground in profile with a sufficient number 
of soundings to indicate the underlying formation, the elevation of the 
dam and spillway, the surface of the impounded water and such open
ings or conduits through the dam as are contemplated. 

3. A sketch of the dam in plan, or as viewed from above, outlin
ing the top and slope lines of the dam, the water line, spillways, side 
walls, buttresses, etc. 

4. Cross sections of the dam at several points such as will show 
the mechanical construction of the different parts. 

5. Specifications must accompany the drawings, explaining them 
and setting forth the material to be used and the methods of construc
tion in clear, plain and unmistakable terms. 

6. Drawings must be certified by some competent engineer and also 
by applicant with a certificate of the general form of the one set forth 
under ma'PS of application. 

Petition for Approval: 

Following is a general form of petition for approval of plans which 
can be varied according to requirements. This petition should show 
whether the petitioner is an individual, a partnership or a corporation 
and by what authority the waters of the State of Nebraska are appro
priated. 

BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF IRRIGATION, HIGHWAYS AND 
DRAINAGE 

In the matter of the Petition for Approval of plans for the 
Construction of a proposed dam under application 
No ......................... made by ...................................... . 
to appropriate the waters of the State of Nebraska for 

To the Honorable State Board of Irrigation, Highways and Drainage: 
Comes now yom: petitioner .................................................... and states: 
1. That he is the original applicant for the 111ppropriation of water 

from ................................... .in the ........................ ~ .................... 'l(. •.••......•...•..... af 
Section ................ T ................. N., R. ............... .in ........................ County, Nebras-
ka, under Application No ................. , filed in your office .......................... l9 .... , 
and approved. ............................... l9 .... . 

, 

.., 

1 . 
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2. That in order to carry out, perfect and consummate the object 
of said appropriation, it is necessary to construct a dam across said 
........................................ to a height of more than ten feet, and accord
ing to the Jaws of the State of Nebraska, in suclh cases made and pro
vided a plan of such proposed dam must be submitted to the State 
Board for their examination and approval, which approval must be 
obtained before such proposed dam can ])e constructed. 

3. That your petitioner has employed engineers to make proper 
soundings and other measurements at the site of the proposed dam and 
to make plans and specifications for the proper construction of the same, 
which specifications are submitted herewith with plans marked: Sheet 
No. 1, General Map; Sheet No. 2, Cross Section of dam site, showing 
borings; Sheet No. 4, DetaiLs of Dam with cross sections; Sheet No. 
5, Details and location of power house; each of said sheets being also 
marked " ................................ " and each of said sheets, with the speci-
fications, being made a part of this petition. 

Wherefore your petitioner prays that plans and specifications as 
above described and as submitted herewith be approved and that such 
order be made by this Board as shall be just and equitable to this pe
titioner. 

State of Nebraska 1 
........................................ County !" ss . 

........................................................ being first duly sworn upon his oath 
says that he is the original appliant for an application of water under 
Application No .................... and that the matters and facts set forth in 
the foregoing petition are true as he verily believes. 

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me this .................. .. 
day of ........................................ l9 ....... .. 

Notary Public. 

In cases where the petition is a corporation and in cases where 
transfers have been made, the following forms of statements are sug
gested, but in all cases the facts must be shown, and the petition veri
fied to correspond: 

'Comes now your petitioner .................................................... and states 
that it is a corporation duly organized and existing under and by virtue 
of the lws of the State of Nebraska, being organized for the purpose 
of ................. ·-········-·-----········-··········-···-···" 

"That on the ............ day of ........................ filed in your office Appli-
cation· No ................. , for a permit to appropriate the waters of the State 
of Nebraska, which application was on the ................ day of .......................... .. 
a.pproved by this Board." 
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"That on the ............ day of ............ said .................... assigned to this peti-
tioner all of his rights and privileges under said permit, and that this 
petitioner then undertook to fulfill the conditions necessary to complete 
the appropriation contemplated under said permit." 

Where the petitioner is a partnership, the statement should read: 

"Comes now your petitioners.... . ................ and stat" 
that they are a partnership doing business under the name and style of 

Action: 

1. Upon receipt of plans of a dam and petition for approval of the 
same, they shall be flied under date of arrival and the plans shall be given 
an official number for filing purposes. 

2. The State Engineer may require more complete data than that 
shown upon plans and specifications or may require changes in the same 
as in his judgement is best and shall have the right to return plans e.nd 
specifications for corrections. 

3. If at the discretion of the State Engineer, or upon request of any 
person, he deem it necessary a personal inspection shall be made of the 
of the proposed dam site. 

4. The State Engineer shall first act on the plans and specifications 
for a dam, which action shall be subjed to the approval of the State 
Board. 

5. In approving plans of a dam of any kind the right is always re
served by the State Engineer to inspect said work While being built and 
order any changes he may deem neces,sary. Also after a dam is built, 
he may order changes or repairs as he may deem praper for public safety. 

Contests and Hearings: 

1. Any person deeming himself aggrieved by any decision may at 
any time within thirty days after the receipt of such decision file with 
the State Engineer a petition for a hearing. Said petition shall set forth 
the grounds relied upon for such hearing and must be duly verified. 

2. In case sufficient reasons are found in the petition provided for 
above to grant a hearing, the time and place for holding the same shall 
be set, and notices of the same shall be given interested parties by regis
tered mail by the State Engineer fifteen days in advance of the holding of 
said hearing. 

3. Interested parties may file with the State Engineer a brief and 
also appear in person to introduce evidence and make oral argument. 

4. A duly verified copy of a final decision shall be sent to all inter· 
ested parties by registered mail by the State Engineer. 

5. After the approval of dam plans, contests may be brought by any 
interested party to show that the applicant has not faithfully complied 
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8. At the time and place designated for hearing, each party shall 
produce his evidence, the contestant opening and closing. 

9. Continuances may be granted at the discretion of the State En-
gineer to either party at or before the time for hearing upon good cause 
shown. 

10. The testimony offered may be oral or by deposition. If oral, it 
should be taken down by a stenogrrupher and transcribed at the expense 
of the party offering the same, except in case of cross examination, the 
expense of which shall be borne by the opposite party; the stenographer 
to receive the legal rate per folio therefor, payable at the time such evi
dence is offered. Depositions submitted must have been taken in accord
ance with the rules in a court of Jaw. 

11. Copies of decisions in matters of contests shall be mailed to 
parties in interest. 

12. If the postoffice address of any person is unknown, then the 
decision shall be mailed to said claimant in care of the County Clerk of 
the County within which the claim is located. 

Rehearing. 

1. Any person deeming himself aggrieved by any decision, may at 
any time within thirty days receipt of such decision file with the State 
Engineer a petition for rehearing. Said opetition shall set forth the 
grounds relied upon for a rehearing and be duly verified. 

2. In case sufficient reasons are found in the petition provided for 
above, to grant rehearing, the petitioner shall be notified of the same by 
the State Engineer. 

3. Interested parties may file with the State Engineer a brief and 
also appear in person to introduce evidence and make oral argument. 

4. In general, the case shall be made up and be controlled by the 
rules governing contests. 

The above Rule and Regulations have this day been approved and 
adopted by the State Board of Irrigation, Highways and Drainage. 

DONALD D. PRICE 
State Engineer, Secretary, 

JOHN H. MOREHEAD. 
President, 

GRANT MARTIN, 
FRED BECKMAN. 

Witness by hand and the seal of the State Board of Irrigation, High
ways and Drainage, this fifth day of January, 1914. 

(SEAL) 
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CONTESTS 

General Rules: 

1. Any party desiring to contest a claim shall file with the State 
Engineer a written notice of contest and petition setting forth the 
grounds therefor, together with a verified proof of service of notice and 
petition upon the opposite party. Within fifteen days from the date of 
service of said notice and petition, the contestee shall file with the State 
Engineer his answer thereto, if any he desires to make, together with a 
verified proof of service of a copy of said answer upon the contestant, who 
shall then have ten days from the date of service of same in which to 
file with the said Engineer a reply; provided, however, that the State 
Engineer may extend the time for answer and reply upon good cause 
shown. 

2. Where the contestee is a non-resident or cannot be found within 
the state, then the said contestant shall file with the State Engineer in 
lieu of said verified proof of service of notice of contest and petition, an 
affidavit setting forth the fact, that service cannot be made in the State 
whereupon the State Engineer shall designate some newspaper published 
at the county seat of the county within which the original notice of ap
propriation was filed, in which newspaper shall be published for four con
secutive weeks, a notice setting forth the following facts: (a) That such 
contest has been instituted, together with the name and address of the 
contestant or his attorney of record; (b) the name of the claimant and the 
name of the stream from which the contested appropriation is claimed, 
together with the location of the point of diversion or" such appropriation 
(c) that a notice of contest and petition stating the grounds therefor are 
on file with the State Engineer; (d) the date upon or before which the 
answer must be filed by the contestee, which date shall not be earlier 
than ten days from the last date of publication of notice. 

3. On or before the date set for the filing of the contestee's answer, 
said non-resident or absent contestee shall file the same with the State 
Engineer, together with a verified proof of service of a capy thereof upon 
the contestant or his attorney of record. 

4. The said petition stating grounds of contest and answer thereto 
shall be verified. 

5. Service upon corporations may be made upon the same officers 
and in the same manner as provided in the case of a summons issued by 
a court of law. 

6. Proof of publication of the above notice shall be filed with the 
State Engineer on or before the date set for the filing of the contestee's 
answer. 

7. When the issues have thus been made up, the State Engineer 
shall set a date and place for taking testimony and the hearing of the 
cause and each party thereto shall be notified thereof by registered mail. 
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Wherefore your petitioner prays that the time for completing said 
canal under said permit granted under Application No .. ·-·--------------------------·· 
be extended for a period of at least----------·-······--·--fr<>m and after ................. . 
<>r untiL---··--·-------------------·• 19 .... and the date for the application of water 
to beneficial use be fixed not earlier than ................................ , 19 , and 
that such order be made by this Board as shall be just and equitable to 
this petitioner. 

-~tll~--~~--~~-~~-~~~-~----·-County } ss. 

-----------------------------------·-----------------··----being first duly sworn on his oath 
states that he is the original applicant under Application No ....................... . 
for the appropriation of waters of the State of Nebraska; that he has 
read the above and foregoing petition and knows the contents thereof 
and that the facts therein set forth are true, as he verily believes. 

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me this ....................... . 
day of .................................... 19 ....... . 

Notary Public. 

Action: 

1. Upon receipt at the State Engineer's Office, the petition shall be 
filed under date of arrival and shall be acted upon by the State Board 
through the State Engineer. 

Hearing: 

1. Any person deeming himself aggrieved by any decision may at 
any time within thirty days after the recerpt of such decision file with the 
State Engineer a petition for a hearing. Said petition shall set forth the 
grounds relied upon for such hearing and must be duly verified. 

2 In case sufficient reasons are found in the petition provided for 
above to grant a hearing the time and place for holding the same shall 
be set, and notice of the same given interested parties by registered mail 
by the State Engineer thirty days in advance of the holding of said hear
ing. 

3. Interested parties may file with the State Engineer a brief, and 
also appear in person to introduce evidence and make oral argument. 

4. A duly verified copy of a final decision shall be sent to all 
interested parties by registered mail by the State Engineer. 

Fee: 

A filing fee of fifty cents shall be charged for filing of above petition. 
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witll the Irrigation Laws of the State, .or that the proposed dam is a detri
ment to the public welfare. 

Fees: 

1. For examination of plans for any pr11posed dam, fifty cents for 
eaeh foot in height and actual expenses while visdting and examining the 
site thereof. 

2. The height of a dam shall be measured from the deepest part of 
tlle foundations to the orest or top of the dam. 

3. Piling of any sort shall be considered as part of the foundation. 

Petitions: 

Petitions for extension of time in which to complete work: 
Following is a general form of petition for extension of time which 

can be varied according to requirements. This petition should state 
whether tlle petitioner is an individual, a partnership or a corporation 
and by what authority the waters of the State of Nebraska are apprC1pri
ated and all transfers· of title if any. 

Form for Petition for Extension of Time: 

BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF IRRIGATION, HIGHWAYS AND 
DRAINAGE. 

lIn ~~~~~~~~~~~~P~;d:~:.~~~~~~-;~-~~~~t~~~~~:f::~i~:e:::i~ 
for a permit to appropriate the waters of the state of 
Nebraska. 

To the Honorable State Board of Irrigation, Highways and Drainage: 
Comes now your petitioner ........................................................ and states: 
1. That he is the original applicant for an appropriation of water 

from ............................... .in the ........................ '4 ...................... '4 ...................... of 
Section .................... T ................... N., R ................ .in .................... County,Nebras• 
ka, under Application No .................... , filed in your office .................... l9 ....... . 
and approved ...................................... .. 

2. Your petitioner represents that he has used due diligence in the 
prosecution of the work of construction required to complete the ditch, 
and other work by the time required. (State reasons for cause of delay, 
which reasooo must constitute good and sufficient ground upon which to 
base an extension of time.) 

3. Your petitioner represents that notwithstanding the foregoing 
hindrances and embarrassments, the causes of delay are now removed, 
and he is now ready, willing and able to complete said work of con-
struction and the application of water by ................................ 19 ........ . 



BOARD OF IRRIGATION, HIGHWAYS AND DRAINAGE 27:> 

TABLES 

CLAIMS Al\'D c\PPLICATIONS GRANTED AND PENDING 

The following tables give a complete list of all claims and appli
cations for water, which have been granted by the State Board of 
Irrigation, and which have never been cancelled; also all applications 
and claims now pending. 

In these tables, the claims and applications have been arranged in 
each water division by streams in alphabetical order, and the appro
p>·iations on each otrcam are arranged in order of their priority an<! 
for that stream only. • 

Range numbers refer to ranges west of the 6th Principal Meridian, 
unless otherwise indicated. 

Those having docket numbers are claims made covering rights ac
<;uired under the law prior to April 4, 1895, and those having appli
cation numbers are applications for permits to appropriate water made 
under the law of 1895. 

These tables will be found valuable in ascertaining relative rights 
of apropriators from any stream. 

In the following tables Docket and Appro. Nos. are marked with an 
asterisk ( *) where claims are p:.:nrling before the Department. 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-(ContinuedJ 

~"' Date ot ·I 0 
0 ~.;; i I.ocation of Headgate Priority z 
z 

Source ~arne of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Adrlrcss "" 0 
0 

!'o." a me of Ditch 
0 
~ 

t;, ---------

Is 'l' R County I~ 
------c---'--,·--.-

ASh Creek ............ [Vance, Roscoe ..................... Lewellen ...... Vance Ditch ... Irrig. 
Ash Creek .............. Gillard, Georg~---····· Lewellen ......... Gillard Ditch ............ I'rrig. 

j Month 

I 

........ ~~June 
.. ..... Dec. 

Ash Creek ............ 
1
!\lcCormick, C ...................... Lewellen ...... McCormick --·--·············--- frrig. 

1.14' :.!/; 16 42 Deuel 
1.43 ::'1 16 42Deuel 

16 16 42 Denel 

Beaver lake ....... IBuldridge, A. F .. . Alliance Beaver ·················---------··--·--····· Irrig. liO. 

Co. X. Platte .. ····---~Birdwood Canal .............. llrrig. 100. 

16 20 44 Gar•len 
·····:::·:J·~-~~---

T:Jrdwoo<.l :.reel~.. Eq. Farm & S. Imp. 
Birdwood creek.. Eq. Farm & S. Imp. 
Etrdwood creek Beauchamp, W 
Birdw'd ck. E. B. McCabe. N. 

Co.
1
N. Platte_ ........ W. Side Blrdwood Canal Irrig. 8.-57 

........ Sutherland ·---I Beauchamp CanaL .......... Irrig. 3. 
... ~-~- Platte .. ------rMcCabe Ditch............. Irrig. s. 

Binlw'd ek. E. B.;Todd, Willis .,Omaha Linf'oln Co. F.ll~~ Po P\rer 

Binlw'd ck. E. B.'IBird\\·''d Trr. & Pow. Co.ll.inc·oln lnirdw'd Trr. & Pow Co Trrig. 
Hirdw'd ek. E. B. Birdw\l lrr. & Pow. Co. Lin('oln . 1 Birrlw'd. Irr. & Pow Co P'wf'r 

Blue creek ... .... 

1

Union lrr. & W. P. Co. jLewellen ... ..I Union lrr. & W. "p! 
! I I Canal ............ : rrrig. 24.64 

Blue creek ............ :Ia. Irr. & Imp.Co. Lewellen .·Blue Creek Ditch Irrig. 12.86 
mue creek... I Blue Creek Irr. Dist ..... ...ILeweUeu ... 

1

Bluc Creek Canal... ....... 1 Irrlg. !07.29 
Blue creek . Ia. Irr. & Imp.Oo ......... Lewellen .......... 'Ia. Irr. & Imp. Co. D.irrrig. 12. 
Blue creek..... . ... 1Graf, Robert E. Lewellen ....... Graf Canal ................... frrig. 61.43 

Blue creek ................ jWinterer, Jacob H ........ Lewe1len .......... Higb Line Ditch -.·.·.·.··.·.·.·.·.·.·.· .. ·.j_r
1

rrrri
1

gg .. 20. 
Blue creek ··············!Bergenson, Nels. et al.._ Lewellen ......... West Side Ditch.. 21. 
Blue creek... . .... Pabit'"Y Irr. Dist Lewellen 
Blue creek .............. -;Slesser, David ...................... Oshkosh 
Blue creek ..... . 
Hluc creek 

Rrown's creek 

--··------

J. E. Eggers ... Lewellen 
P ............... l.ewellen IW!atonr, S. 

!Haxhy, Geo. H. . j Bridgeport 

Paisley Irr. Ditch ...... )rrig. 4. 
Fair View ............................ 1 P'wer 62.5 
The Eggers Extension ..... Irrig. .42 

.. nelatour l«F Stor. 
I 

: Hat~kberry Ditch ... 
I 

.. !Irrig, 

35 15 33 Lincoln . ........... Oct. 
22' 15 33 Lincoln .... Jan. 
15 15 33 Lincoln Sept. 
3 16 33;Lfncoln Mar. 
3 15 33 Lincoln -Tun. 

H 1(; 33 Lincoln Feb. 
1; 10 30· Lin<'oln .Feb. 

18 16 42·Deuel May 
6 16 42 Deuel Sept. 

33 17 42 Deuel Dec. 
16 42

1

Deuel Feb. 
19 16 42 Deuel April 
21 17 42.Deuel 
28 17 42 Deuel ...... 

..... I Sept. 
.......... Nov. 

33 17 42 Deuel ...... July 
4 18' 43 1Garden 

33 171 42 Garden 
I July 
Jan. 

32 17 42 Garden .. July 

I I 
19 20 · 48 Cheyenne .. '.Tuly 

~ 
-:l " 0 0. 

DYr. A "' 
,14 1890 765 ...... 
131 ISOO 812" -----· 

lOU* 

6 1910 .......... 1018 

21 1993 6461 .. 
16:18!)4 652'. 

19:1894 677 

ljl90l 602 
9 1913 

.......... 
1
1251* 

9 100.4 l:FiO* 
9'19H .......... '!351* 

'16 1890 7631 
71893 781 ····· 

2i 1893 785j········ 
24 1894 786 ........ 

2 1894 788 ........ 
?:11894 795! ........ 

1201894 800. 
u 1899 .. 515 
18 1910 .. .... ,1009 

41912 •• _

11154 
22 1914. ' 37-l 

17 1903 717 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-(Continued) 

Source ~arne o.r Claimant I'ost-Oflke 
.-\(ldress 

Xame of Ditch 
! :§ ~ l.ccation of Headgate Date of I 0 I 

~ -g i .;i :g Priority I z i ~ 
.g:Z,I'g~ ! I! I ;, 

'"- 0 .... -.... c. 
~ e::~ ~ ~ S T : R Oounty Month D Yr. ~ 1 

,.., 

------,----------~~----.,--- ------c b ·~"'~----;-- ----- ~ ;;; 

lluekhorn spgs. ···\Maddox, P. P ...................... 
1

(eystone ········!································ ............ lfiTig. 

P.nfTnlo <'fPf'k W ·1 Henry. Absalom ................. i Cozad ....... 'Henry Canal. ·········I Trrig. 

Camp creek. ......... ~ehn, .T. I-I ]Alliarwe Camp Creek Ditch... rrrfg. 

I 
.'Radcliffe, Mack ..... Sidney 1 Xt>l<ton & Rad('lifTe Ditch. lrrig. 

Cellar creek I Radelifff', Maf'k Sirlney RaiiC'liffe Ditch Xo. 
Ce1lar creek 

1 

Rad<'liffe, Mack. . ... Sirlney .... ······_·_·_·_~-~ Radrliffe Ditch ~o. 
Cedar creek ............ lMnjor, John ..................... Paxton .............. 

1 

Cedar Creek Ditch .. 

Cedar rreek 

Clear creek ............. Barber. F. H., Marsh, I 

..< 14 3ti Keith 

i 
0.07 2.'~ 11. 23[Dawson . 

1.43113 lSI 4~ Cheyenne 
. I 

~- 77
1 ~'~ 18 ~R I 

1 .~;~i a-t! 1s 4.8] 

. 7«' 271IR -lRI 
!7 11 :1:; Keith 

2.86 "2i 16 41 Keith Clear creek ·············IHoot,er, D. C............. 1

1

Lewellen ,Clear Creek Ditch .... 

I 
W. F... . ................ ILcwcllen ········iCicnr Creek Canal Irrig. 14.57 29 16 41 Keith 

Clear creek ....... Gtecn, Nelson A. Lewellen ......... ,Clear Creek Ditch.. . Irrig. l.H 321 16 -H Keith 

Clear creek ........... \Green, N.e.l .. s .. o .. n .\. I Lewellen .......... I Green Ditch ......................... Irrig. 1.14 29j 16 41 Keltn 
Ch•ar creek ... ----·-·· Scott, G. T., Willinms

1 

[ 

E. C... i Lewellen .......... !Scott & Williams Ditch IIrrig 1. 28 16 n Keith 
Clear creek ........ 

1
Barber, F. H... !Lewellen ........ ~Finch Ditch... _______ : .. ~: Irrig: 1.4-:~ 4 15 4J Keith 

Clear creek ............... 

1

'Barber, F. H. et al .......... I .Lewellen . Clear Creek F.xtension ...... IIrrig.i 1.11 31j 16 41 Garden 

Cold Water creek Lisco Irr. Co .... !Lisco ,Cold Water Ditch ____________ ... llrri:..r. -L21 26 18 l6.Denel 

Coon creek .... ··\Wintcrcr, Wm. H. jKcystone lcoon Creek Ditch .............. Irrig.i 0.71 34 15' 3J

1

Keith 
('oon ~reek Winten•r. Wm. 11 -Kpy,;ton<' __ Coon Cn•ek Ditl'il :Irril!. l.l:? :~4 1!'; . Keith 

i I Crescent lake .... ----I orr, George B., et al [l.ewellen :l>escent Cannl.. .. .1Irrig. : 20 20 -t4 Garden 

.. Oct. 

July 

' 

.[Mar . 

Jan. 
... :July 

·1Feb. 
.• Tan. 

... :July 

May 
May 
June 

Mav 
,Tune 
July 

Sevt. 

.............. 1-July 
Sept. 

ls.pt. 

3 !90S . 918 

2 1900 570 

11618921 866. 

1 18821004a 

I 1 u~~~y:xub, .. 

1 

1 1890i100-tc .. 
:l 1911 1051 

I! 1888 

30 1893 
301893 
1 

1
ts93 

748,." 

75!. 
756 
745; .. 

181894 747 
30 1895 964 
5.1911 ......... 1111 

Z9 189-t 796 

:13'!8951 69 
16 1912 ......... 1225 

: ! 

12211910: 1024' 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-!Continued) 
--~=============== 

~trenw Name of Claimant Post-Office 
Adrtress 

Name of Ditch 

I 
Dcco,.,-ug:-cocccut=--c=rec:oek=-,- ----------------- -·--

S. W. Lower .. ·ICoolleT, Eliza A. 
i • 

'"i. W. Low~r .. :\lulloy, Frank _______ _ 

S. IV. Lower ···i Hubbarct, Henry. 

Dugout ('rtx•k .. I Ilagerty. )1. II. 

I 
Eternal Springs li\it-IH:l~. Yorkk 

Cooper Ditch ... BridgC{lort 
Irving 

.... 'Broallwater 
... ; ~Iulloy Diteh 

! Hubbard Ditch .. 

r 

HC'nrr 1 1lagcrty Ditch .. 

I 

Broa<lwatN i Dyer Ditl'il . 

Co. 'S. Platte .. ·····j Fremont Creek Ditch 

.. Irrig. 
Irri~. 

I rri!!. 

I Ogalalla ....... (l'hcis Ditch .. 

H. M. ' Lovel' d Col. I Coulter Ditch 

FI'CJ!lont creek .... ~Ell Farm & S. Imp. 

Golden creek. ········l'l'hies, Perry .J. 

Gre('nwood creek .!Coulter, D. l\.1. & 

r:::· 
..... , Trrig. 

Green wood creek. 1'rinnicr, J. E ... . 
GrecmYood creek. Nelson, C. C ....... . 

....... ':Redington 
,I 

Trinnier Canal ............ \Irrig. 

r 

I Trinnicr, J. E.. . ...... ·Redington \'clson CanaL ........... _ ....... : Irrig. 
Greenwood creek .

1 

Capron, A. M., Lamb,J. 'Redington Capron & I~amb Ditch . ! Trrig. 
Greenwood creek 1 Dean. H. T... . .................. !Bridgeport Mc,;:-lcmre Ditch.. ..! Irrig. 
Greenwood creek.:Dean, H. •.r... ]Bridgeport ...... Dean Ditch. . ............... :Irria. 

llorse creek... ···r'Gi!mcre. F. _o ___ ·· 
Horse creek.. . .. Mihan, John 
Hor::e creek .......... :Jaekson, Joel 

Greenwood creek. ')Jeglemre, Sarah A. Longm't Col. ~Ieglemre Ext ...................... Irrig 

Greenwood creek ~~orth, Robson Dean Co.:Rridgcport lrrig. 

Horse creek.. .\JJhan, John I ~aldwell State Line Ditch lrrig. 
l!urse creek.. Brazel, P., Marsh, G ...... /Calrl~\'cll Marsh & Rraziel Canal.: lrri':!'. 

I

Caldw('l! ,Gilmore Ditch llrri.;~ 
. Caldwell :,State Line Ditch.. .. .......... lrrri;: 

. ,Henry Jackson Extension ........ irrrig. 

Location of I-Icadgate Date of 
Priority 

.I 
~I o 

' 
S T H County [Month D Yr. ~~z 

8. ~ ' 

i 
0.86' 4 19 48 Cheyenne ............. Au.~r. 
1. , 27 20 48 Cheyenne .......... JulY 

.2:!! 1 19, 48 Morrill .June 

1. 

9.29 

2. 71 

'· 6,23 

"· 2. 
.2!1 

8.83· 

1.50 

a.o7: 
7.Hl 
!1. 
q 

1. 

-t 19 IS :'llorrill 

' 
Oct. 

:~4124 ss:scotts Bluff ... June 

15 

~~ 

t!i 
28 

33 
15 

10j 
10' 
10 
10 

:-!.S 

t' 
~{;) 

27 

13 30 Lincoln Jan. 

15 ~ J 1\eith . Supt. 

18 50 Cheyenne ......... Feb. 
18 50 Cheyenne 

IS 50 Cheyenne 
IS 50 Cheyennt! 
lR ')() Cheycnrw 
18 ;J:: CheyeJll:t• 
18 5f: ChPyeul~t· 
18 ;,o :\Torrill .. 

1
. 

23 SS Scotts Bluff 
2'2 60 Wyoming 
•)') ;)~ ;;cottsbln ff 
2;l :i~ .. ;cotts Bluff 
z;~ r,g S1•otts Blu!l 

·:April 

April 
Jan. 

....... May 
Dee. 
Mardi 

Dec. 

....... Sept. 
........ Nov. 

Feb. 
..... AIJril 

... 1May 

15 1892 872 
18 lOOi MJj 

2:1 l!JlO .OUl 

?£ 1912 ......... 1~ 

11914,.. 137W 

311894 686 

I 
I';~ 1805' 161) 

3118%1 s:_m 
6'18921 8.19 

1 lS~r.? 8" 
1 181:1 8:X: 

61006 294 
.') l!}()f SIJ 

11 1.00~ s·1;~ 

14 1910 .. 1MS• 

' 
' 10 1B97. ¥11 

24 1008 .. :m 
2111910 98"l 

21 1910 •. I 994 

19.1910 ····-·'1000 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-(Continued) 

Stream Name of Claimant 
Address 

Post-Office ~ame of Ditch 

1 Fost~~:~c-.-B-. ~tal ......... \Cahlwell--Tcald:,:ell D~~ ··-·········-·flrri; 
Horse creek ........... _ 1 :\Iar~h-Rrazit'l Canal Ex. Caldwell .! ~Iarsh-Braziel Canal Ex. :frrig. 
Horse creek . 

tiorse & Owl cks. Pizer, H. J. 

Huntington spg. Cord, Fred. 

Kiowa creek 
Kiowa creek .. 

Currie, Edwin A. 
Kellums, J. H ... 

Kiowa 
Kiowa 

cree-k .. Lowry, Ellis .. 
creek .......... Kellnq~s. J. H. 

I I 
I ' 

!\litchcll .... 1 Horse Creek Ditch I frril! 

Hull ... )cord Ditch... . ........ lrrrig. 
I I 
Mitchell ........ llJnrrie Ditch .. 

Calrlwcll ... ··'···I Kellurns Ditch ..... 
Mitchell Lowry CanaL. 
Caldwell ....... 1 Kellums No. 2 .. 

......... jrrrig. 
.... ········1Irrig 

•••• 1 Irri~. 
............... 

1

rrrig, 

Lawrence fork ····I Lindburg, Fred R ................ Bridgeport 
Lawrence fork ..... Gilman, Byron, Crigler, ' 

.. ·····frrig. 

E. S. . ..... Redington ..... ] Rertington Ditch. Irrig. 

Lawrence fork Lindberg, Fred R. ............ Bridgeport . ··[E. _s. Crigler Ditch .. . 
Lawrence fork... Harper, John W. Sidney ............. :Sprmg Branch Ditch .. . 
Lawrence fork ..... , Redington, H. V. Redington ...... 

1 

Reclington Ditch ........ . 

•• 

1

Irrig. 
. .. :Irrig. 

Lawrence fork ..... : 1\:ing, 'V. 0. Kearney Doran Canal... ....................... 'rrri.z. 
Lawrence fork ..... 1Harper, John W. Sidney . !spring Branch Extensfon)rrig. 
Lawren('e fork ..... 1 Linrlberg, Fred . Bridgeport I Crigler Extension ......... Irrig. 
Lawrence fork ..... , Niehus, Henry ..................... RRdington ... ! ~"iehus Ditch............ Trrig. 
Lawrence fork ..... !Harper, J. W... Sidney ....... 1IIarpcr Ditch. . ... [rrig. 
I,c.wrence fork ..... [Harper, John W ............... Sidney ......... 

1

1nickct Ditch Trrig. 
Lawrence fork ........ _Randall Bros Redington ..... ,Randall Bros Ditch.. Trrig-. 

I 

Irrig. 

--------

1 L~cation of Headgate 

Is T R County 

:l ~2 00 Wyon;ing-
4: ~2 00 Wyoming 

i 
O.B:i :~1 2:... !iS Scotts Bluff ... 

1.43 

f}.l-1 

2.-13 

I 
Jl20 

1?! ~1 

11 2~ 

ss 1Scotts Bluff ... 

'i7 Scott!'i Bluff 
;}S Scotts Blufl 

O . .l':i2 :11 3~ 57 Seotts BlnfT 

O.OG 0
" 5~ Scott~ Blnff 

0.50 28 IS 52 Cheyenne 

0.57 3\.J 19 52 Cheyenne 
. 'il 1 1 s 52 Cheyenne 

1. 11 18 52. Cheyenne 
o.so 11 18 52 Cheyenne 
1 .1-t 15 18 52 Cheyenne 
0.57 1 IS 52 Cheyenne 
1.43' 1 18 .":i2 Cheyenne 
0.&> 11 18 52 Cheyenne 
1. 43 11 18 .'):2 Cheyenne 
o. 'ii 11 18 52 Cheyenne 
~- w 21 18 :)2 Oheyenne 

Lonergan creek ..... Sochl, Herman A... .. Lemoyne Soehl Canal .. ....... rrrig. <) 17 15 39 Keith 

Lonergan creek. .... ].Jacobs, Lee ........................ Ogalalla .... 1 ~:. Lonergan Ditch ,rrrig. n.H 17 15 :l!l KPHll 

Date of 
Priority 

0 z 
~ 

~ 
0 

Month DYr 1° 

Mar. 28 1911 Uli'S* 
.. :Sept. 181911 . . ... 1126* 

Dec. 23 l\10~ iiS 

:\Ta:-ch -?:ll&l~ 938 
0('t 1~ DOl 6~1 

:\!an.·h 251:-tOl 7-n; 

Dec. 

Oct. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
May 

131 lBSIJj s~:, 
• I 

9'188:1 820 

l1 18'Jl 861 
23 1891 862 
1 1993 893 

.Tunc 1 189-t 850 
Oct. 13 1SJ8 470 
"S ov. 25 1893 485 
March 
.May 

.May 

May 

May 
Muy 

23 1900. 550 
"27 190'2 66U 
:27 1902 670 
15 1911 ....... 1100 

10 1883 697a 
25_18SJ GJ9 '" _, _, 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-(Continued) 

Source Name of Claimant l'ost-Ottice 
.\.dUress 

Name ot Ditch :-9 I I 
I 
':a _ '8 "0 Locution of Headgate DPar

1
t
0
er

1
o
1
1
1 

, Zo 
0
. 

~ ~ i ~ -----------~I t z 
;J 2 @ ~ S T. R County /Monthj'D.Yr.J ~ ~ 

~----~--------~'~~-~Z~------~~-------~--~--~~~~<~ 

Lonergan creek ..... Soehl, Herman A..... iLemoyne 
Lonergan creek Stansberry, Elvina ............. · I <'lllf'Ynt' 

Mathews creek Mathews, Benj. G.. .!Keystone 

I 
·Minatare 

I 

Xine l\lile Canon Flower, L. F 

:Sorth Platte R ... Plutto Valley lrr. Oo ........ ;x. PlatU> 

···I Soehl CanaL... ······I rrrig. 
.

1 

Haney Ditch___ .... Irrici. 

.......... ')latht·w~ Canal !rrrig. 
I 

........ I ~ide Hill Irr. Canal .. 

I 
..... !>lorth Platte Canal 

---~Irri2". 

.. Irrig. 

0.83 17 15 30 Keith 
1. u 17 15 39 Keith 

1.11 23· IIJ 37 Keith 

...... April 
July 

April 

3-l 22 53 Scotts Bluff ... Jan. 
I 

300. 1:.-1 14 34 Lincoln May 
S"orth Platte R. Farmers Irr. Dist... . ....... :Scottsbluff Farmers' Oanal ................... :Irrig. 1H2.86 3 23 58 Scotts Bluff .... Sept. 
~orth Platte R ... MlnatareMut, C.&I. Co.[!!.Iinatare 
S"ortb Platte R .. Winters Creek Irr. Co .... ,Gering ... 

Minatare Dftch ..................... 'Irrig. 249.43 32 22 54 Scotts Bluff .... Jan. 
17 22 5'> Scotts Bluff ... Oct. 

2:- 183:_:1 

1 1893 

1 189'i 

131 1911 

31 1884 
IG1887 
14 1889 

18 1888 

G07t'
1 

719 I 

750 

Sorth Platte R ... Enterprise Ditch Co .......... jScottsblutT 
·Winter Creek Canal ........... ITrrig. 12-!.29 
)Enterprise Dltch .................. ,rrrig. 173.71 27 23 57 Scotts Bluff ... March 28 18R.'J 

635 
918 
919 
952 
92() 

~orth Platte R .. Castle Rock Irr. Canal 
& Water Power Oo ..... l McGrew 

North Platte Rfv. Logan, Ohas E... . ...... !Brld~eport 
... 

1

.castle 
I 

···-·I···· .. 

Rock Irr. CanaL Irrlg. 

frrig. 

82.57 21 54 Scotts BlutL. April 

.').71 19 20 50 Cheyenne .. Oct. 
North Platte Rlv. Belmont, I. 0. & W. P.' 

Co. Omaha ......... j Belmont Canal.. .. Irrig. 270. 18; 20 51 CI1eyenne Dec. 

S"orth Platte Rfv. Central I.C.& W.P.Co. Gering 

North Platte Riv. Myers, T. A. et al 
North Platte Rlv. Sheridan, J. Wake 

.... Ogalalla 
...... Ogalalla 

North Platte Riv. Chimney Rock Irr. Can. 

~orth Platte Riv 

S"orth Platte Riv. 
North Platte Riv. 

& Water Power Co ... Bayarcl 
Ohimney Rock 0. & 

W. P. Oo... . ........ Bayard 
Empire Canal Oo ............ Bridgeport 
Kah, David............ Minatare 

·········'Central I. C. & W. P. 
·, Co. CanaL... Irrig. 36. 

········j· Myers &. Phelps CanaL ..... Irrill. 7.1! 
........ Sheridan & WiJson Ditch Irrlg. ' 10 . 

i 
Chimney Rock CanaL lrrig .I 60. 

I 

';Chimney Rock Oanal. ... - lrrig. 0.( 

27 22 
34 15 
20 14 

~~:~:~s Blu~::::~~u::. 
ss'Kelth ............... Oct. 

20 53,Cheyenne Dec. 

I I 
~0 53 Morrill 'Dec. 

Empire Canal ............ Irrig. 2!<.57 18 20 51 Che;yenne ........ June 
Kah Ditch... . .............. Irrig. 4.57 11 21 5-(Scotts Biutf ... Nov. 

181889 921 

1711889 821 

I 
1 ; \828 

12:1!89! (832 

! 

231890: 
11 1890! 
9 1890' 

926 
709 
710 

3 18901 844 

1

, 3 uoo, 1001 

858 

] 
j 
l 
.• 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-(Continued) 

Source Name of Claimant Post-Offiee ~ '$ "0 Location of Headgate Date ef 
Prioi'ity t:t i ~ <:) 

0~ ~§ ~ 
?> .::l. o s.-. ' tl,o 

Name of Ditch A.<l<lress 

~ :;- g ~ S T I R County Month D
1
,Yr. 

0 
D oo -;---------

c. 
; 

1 I I : 50,i0heYenne .... Jan. North Platte Riv. Brown's Or. I. 0. Co.... 3ridgeport --~~Brown's Ck CanaL ............. lrrig.: 188. TI: 29 20 
Nmth Platte Riv: Brown's Or. Irr. C. Co. Rridi-WJlort Brown's Or. Irr. CanaL. ... II rig. 1 0.0 20 20 50~ Morrill.. ,Jun. 
North Platte Riv. Hale, Will A... Gering ........ Homestead Ditch ............... _ . .:-rrig. ,! 11. 4.'3 21 2:2, 'i11Scotts Bluff .. ,!June 
North Platte Riv. AllianCe I. C. & W. P. 1 ' ' ' I , 

Co. . .......... Bridgeport -----
1 

Alliance CanaL ................... lrrig. 100. 5 20 1 52 I Cheyenne ········!Dec. 
North Platte Riv. Clark, Henry T ................... Bridgeport .... jH. '.r. Olarke CanaL ........ Irrig. 9.43 22 2Q, 51

1

Che:venne ···-···IFeb. 
North Platte Rlv. ~lchols, Yorrick and C.jMorrill .............. 

1

1Ramshorn Ditch....... .. Irrlg. 45.71 13 23 58:Scotts Blu1L .. :March 
North Platte Riv. Short Line Irr. Co ... ·······iB~yard ...... ,Short Line Canal... . ... lrr!g. 65.57 25 21' 53.Seotts Bluff .... IMav 
~:~~~ ~~:~~: ~~:: ~:~:o~~~~~e~. R~. ·c·~·:',l~:;~rd··· ·.·.·.·_·_·_·~~!~:o ::1~c~~~~i: ~~~!gg:~ 2~:86 ~: ~~ 47!Cheyenne ........ July 

53 I Scotts Bluff .... Dec. 
North Platte Riv. Cody & Dillon I. C. Co.

1
~-s. Pl!\tte ...... 

1

cody & Dillon I. C. Co. Irrig. 127. 14 3l:Lincoln ............ ,Dec. 
North Platte Riv. Keith & Lincoln Co. Irr. I 1 

Dlst. . ........ Sutherland ...... 

1

s. & P. L. & I. C... Irrig.1186. 18 14 36Keith ............... ·Feb. 

North Platte Rlv. Paxton & Hershey 
1 

·water Co... . .......... Hershey ... I Paxton & Hershey C. trrig. :

1

130. lSI 14 33 Lincoln 

North Platte Rlv. Lisco Irr. Co... .. Lisco ~-·· ····.·.·.·.·.·.! BFoawrmer. &DitMche.r···.···-
0 
... 

8 
... 

0 
... 

8 
.. 
1 
........ Irrlg. 21.37 6 17 1 45 Deuel 

North Platte Riv. Suburban Irr. Dist .......... ~- Platte ....... Irrig. 183. 12 14 33,Lincoln 
North Platte Riv. South Side I.&. L. Co.~- Platte ..... jSo. Side I. & I ... Co. C. Irrig.

1 
270. llt4 14 34:Lincoln 

North Platte Riv. 'Vestern Land & Cattle I 
Co... Omaha Midland Ditch ...... lrrrig. 12. i 2, 16 44 Deuel 

···-···Feb. 
... March 

May 
. June 

.June 
July 

North Platte Rlv. Maycock, Joseph ................ :\Iorrill ......... ··!Rooster Ditch.. Irrfg. 5.71 10 23 58 Scotts Bluff' ... July 
North Platte Riv. Keith, Morrell c ................ IX. Platte ...... I Keith CanaL... .. ..... Irrlg. 71. 36 14 so;Ltncoln 

~~~~~ :!:~~: :::: ~~:::rn i:~~t~--Q~ttl~·-· N. Platte ..... ~~Smith Canal Trrig. 20. 

1

: ~6 14 30 Lincoln Aug. 

~orth Platte Rlv. ~.:·n~h I;;: 0~~: ·C~·:·~~i:~ha ...... ~:e:!:~rt r g~n~~n ~~~:;: ~:71 2~ ~:: :~·:~~e~~; ~.::,~·. 

I ; 
20 1892' 857 
20 1892 1003* .. 

1 29 1892 1 941 
: : I 
, I j 

'126118921. 
2 1893' 

20 1893· 

118931 
11893 
61893 

29 18931 

. 2 1894: 

' 

:12 1894 
1271894 
'22 1894 

61894 

• I I 9i1894 
71894 

291189~ 
91894: 

I 
1411894 
24'1894 

874 
875 
945 
946 
856 
925 I 

649 1 

' 72~]-······ 

653 

787 :······ 
662 I······· 
607 1 ....... . 

789 
657 
950 
676 

791 
886 



f:-:tl'l'am 

CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-(Continued) 

Same of Claimant l'ost·Oftlce 
.-\ddrer.s 

Xame of Ditch ~~ _ ~ '0 Location of Headgate I Date of 
a ;s - ~ Priority 

I o ~ 'g ~ -------

I i ~ @ ~ 8 T R County I Month D Yr. 
-----------=''> _ __?,_ ___________ ~---------~ 

:\'orth Platte Rlv.IGumaer, H. G., et al.. ..... /
1

0shkosh ....... 

1

1oshkosh Canal Irrig. 40. 1 33 17 44 11Deuel ................. Oct. 51894 
North Platte Riv.!Smlth, A. H., et at. ....... Bridgeport_ .. lleerline CanaL ,frrig. 30. 24 19 49'0heyenne ........ Oct. 131894 
~orth Platte Rlv.lspohn, Wm....... . ...... O"l1l~osh Spohn Ditch ...... ~~:::::::::::::::::: 1 Irrig. 13.1-~: 13-! 17 45iDeuel .................. Dec. '61894 
~orth Platte Rlv. Rush Creek Ir. Can. Co.j Lisco ........ !Rush Creek Irr. CanaL ..... Irrfg. 9.64: 2 17 46 Deuel .... Dec. 111894 
North Platte Riv. Lyons I. C. & W. P. Co.[Of'hkosh ~Lyons Irr. Canal... .......... _ .. _._;.Irrig. 42.14' 30 17 44Deuel Dec. 221894 
North Platte Rtv. Orr, Geo. B., et al... ........ Lewellen Orr & Vance Canal... ...... IIrrig. 2.93

1

129 16 42:Deuei ............ Dec. 241894 
North Platte Riv. Williams, E. C. et al... Lewellen ......... 

1
Robb's & Williams Canal[Irril!". 26.57 35 16 42

1

Deuel ................... Jan. 41895 
~orth Platte Riv. Gyger, J. C .................... Oshkosh jGyger Ditch ......................... Irrfg. 10.86~ 10 16 44Deuel. .!Jan. 51895 
North Platte Riv. Dikeman, 8. F.. . ......... !s. Platte ~Dikeman Canal ···--·---------·Jrrfg. 30. i 9 14 32 Lincoln ........... .-Jan. 141895; 
North Platte Riv. Simpson, Geo. M. et al.. 'Oshkosh ............ !Signal Bluff Ditch ............. _l[rr~g. 30.131 16 16, 43Deuel Jan. 16 t895! 
North Platte Rfv. Jacobs, Lee ............................ !Ogalalla ..... Jnay Lnnd canal.. __ 

1

rrr:g· 5.71 2~J 1-J, 39 Keith ....... Jan. 191895 
~orth Platte Rfv. Hubartt, E .......................... 1N. Platte 'Hubbartt & Hall D ........ 1Irng. 65.70 20 14 30 Lincoln ........... March 3,1895 
\~orth Platte Rlv. Thies, Perry J... . ......... iiOgalalla !Fernstrom &. Nissen ........ !Irrfg. 4. 25 15 39:Kefth ................ March 23!1895 
Xorth Platte Rlv. Alfalfa Irr District ........... Ogalalla . ···---~Alfalfa Irr. Dis. Can. ;Irr~g. 100. 15 42;Keith ................ March 251895 
~orth Platte Rlv. Bushnell, H. J. & E. N. f)shkosh ... Bushnel1 Bros. Ditch ....... Irng. 7.14.112 16 44:Deuel March 27-l895 
S"orth Platte Riv Alliance Irr. 0. & W. ' I 

P. Co .............. ------·-----··-----,Bayard . Alliance Irr. 0. & W. 1 ' I' 

I 

P. Co frrig. ... .. 5 20 02,Morrm ..... . 

~~~:~ ~::~:: ~::·! ~:::~:~~~'EcDi~~~---c~-~-----~~----~--~~:;::;n~ Stcamhoat ~it<·~ ::: r;;;:~: ~~: 49 : ':, ~: ~i~:~!~. Bi~if ~:.· ,2; ::~ 1~ 
!-Jor"th Platte Rlv 'I LISCO Irr. 0 .......................... ,LiS('O ~orth River rr_r ___ · ______ o·'-a_ ... n.aL_/Irrig. 168.29.114 18 Hi Cheyenne ....... I Feb. -24 1896 ...... J 243 
~~orth Platte Riv. 1Rush Cr. L. & J,, Stk. C.ILis('o J,a.l\Iore Ditch ........... '. Irrig. 20. :-i4 19

1 

48 Cheyenne ...... July 18!118911 .... ~7 
Sorth Platte Riv .I Steamboat Ditch Co ......... IGering Steamboat Dit.ph . [rrig .. ---········: 4 21

1 

5-i Scotts Bluff ... July 22
1
ISCJ6 3",()* 

~orth Platte Rh·. jTctreault, Amedee Bridgeport l'etreault Ditch No. 2---[Irrig._ 3,43 1 HI- so
1
Cheyenne ........ Aug. 15"1896 353 

S"orth Platte Ri\·. ;The Gering Irr. District [Gering ····-··-- Irrig. 208.6:? 4 23j 53 Scotts Bluff ... Marcl1 15-1897. 365 
S"orth Platte R~v ·!Schermerhorn, A. D ........ /hnaha ···--·-····· Schermerhorn Canal ....... I rrrig. 2::1. n 161 201 51! Cheyenne ....... ·oct. '25_1897. I 418 
North Platte Rtv. Frank, '\Vm ........................... ,Grand Island .. Columbia Canal ............ i lrrig-. 600. ' 3 · 23 58· Scotts Bluff ___ I April 14 190"2 660 

801 
802 
800 
811 
804 
806 
684 
'!07 

732 

691 

737 
738 
8(Y.) 

.1035*. 

"' 00 
0 

::0 
t"J 
'1::1 
0 
::0 
>-3 

0 
":! 
rn 
>-3 
> 
>-3 
t"J 

t"J z 
C) 
...... z 
t"J 
t"J 
::0 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-(Continued) 

Stri!am Name of Claimant 
I Post-Office 

1 

Address 

0 z 
o; 
"' ~ 

---~ ~ ] 1

1 

'i , I Location of Headgate i frfJ;~--~-
Xame of Ditch i i' '2. '""' ;; 1 

1 
1 

I i ~ ~~ ~IS \IT IRII County ~~Ionth 1 1JI~r.1 
1 ;::1 m 1 I ! _ I _1_ __ 1 

0 

:s-orth Platte Ri\'. :I secretary of Interior ........ IWash., D. c. 1 Pathfinder ----IIrrig.- - ]9:-29 --:3 State of I 

Wvomlng Sevt. 119 toot I 

North Platte Rlv.I·Jl~~o~~- I. C: & .. ~·I Bridgeport ~~elmont CanaL ············\rrr~g. 11'>.71 18 20 S.li'Cheyenne .... March 281907. 
~orth Platte Rlv. White, D. W....... !Bridgeport .... 

1

1•.mptre Ext ................... frng. 1. 18 1 20 51 Cheyenne ·······jJul~ 20'1907 .. 

0 z 
0. 
c. 
-.: 

768 

90'2 
866 

991 North Platte Riv. Lisco, Reuben.... 
1 

Lisco --·--······ ..... 
1 
Lisco Ditch......... . ....... 1 frrig. 3. 14 18 47 1Garden ........... :Aprtl 6'1910 .. 

;z;:~ :::::: :,~;_·: :r:~~h~n j o~~ ~ . !~~~~~ PI~~-~-~----~-:~;~~~ ~~;:~---~~-c-~- Can~~-,::;!~: 11. : ~~ ~~;~:ln!Iu1T:·~ ~;~ !~ ~~~~ ······-··. ~~~~ 
North Platte Riv.ILfebhardt Bros... ·-[Denver, Colo. Liebhardt Lateral ilrrig.' 2.92 21 54

1

Morrill ............. Feb. 1.1912 ..... llfi') 
North Platte Riv. Dobson, W. A... ····]Sorthport IDob<~on's lateral ... :rrrig.: 3.14 20 ~2,Morri11 ..... Feb. 281912. 

1

1181 

Spring Creek i 
trb toN. Platte Union Pacific Ry... . .... Omaha 

1
Frazler Lake ........ !tee 4. 35 14 30Lincoln Sept. 6!1907 888 

Spring Creek I 
trb to N. Platte 1 Keystone Irr. Co 'I Keystone Spring Creek No. 1 . 

Spring Creek I 

trb toN. Platte Gatch, Chas. E. ____ II Melbeta.. .. 1 Gatl'h Diteh 
Borrow Pit, trib. .. I 

to N. Platte ....... Taylor, A. 0.. .. . ... Minatare ......... 

1

Borrow Pit Ditch .. 

Fairchild, Lewis F. ··-··---1 L-emoyne. ..... -.... ·.·.-... i ~"':a. craa~ee D!
08

tnehal . 
.... Howell, R. B.. ············!Omaha . '- ... " 

\"issen. Pete & Co ............... IBelmar ........... jotter Canal ........ . 
....... Ptlterson, E. J , .................. Lemoyne ...... - ..... 

1

Peterson Ditch .. 

Owl creek. . ... Kellums, John H ................ jCalctwell ..... -

1

Sunfiower Ditch .. 
Owl creek. .. _____ ........ 1 Kellums, John H ................ Calrlwell ........ Sunflower Ditch 

Oth~r creek .. 
Otter creek. .. 
Otter creek .... 
Otter creek ... 

rrrig. 

I Trrig-. 

.. 

1

i Irrlg. 

! Trr~g. 
. . ____ ,IrTig, 

Irrig. 
rrrig., 

.. Irrig. 
iirrig. 

1.13 1~ 15 37 Keith May 2 7 1910 1002 

.!t~ 2-'i 21 1)4 Scotts Bluff.. Aug. 21 1912 '1220 

.29 '9 21 52 Seotts Bluff ... April 151 

I I 
3.30 ' 15 40 1Keith .. ...... 

1

Apr. 

20 . 5 15 40 Keith .... Mar. 

1032 • 

: t7 1911 

11. 5 15 40 Keith May 24 1912 -··· 

1.32 5 15 40 Keith .. ,Nov. 

. 79 12 22 58 Scotts Bluff .. .'Sepr. 17 }8!}7 ........ I 411 

1.14 12 29 58 Scotts Bluff ... Oot H! 1904 770 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-(Continued) 

Location of II('allgate 
Date of 

Priority 
0 z 
a: ::-\trea•n X a me of Claimant 

Post-Office 
Address ~a rue of Ditt'h 

~ :; S 
1
1 T 

1
1 R I County )!ontll

1
iJIYr. ~ 

.; I I ,1_. ____ _._ __ ,1_,1_ ----''c __ _ 

Owl creek... . ... !Kellums, John H ............... Calrtwell 
Owl creek. ----~l\ellums, John H ............... Caldwell 

........ Sunflower Ditch No. 2 ...... 
1

rrrig. 
. Sunflower Ditch Ext.No.l,frrl2". 

I I I I I ,' I 
1.1-1 12 22, 58iScotts Blufi' ... INov. :291907 .......... 879 

::57 :: :I :::::::n Bl~.ff.·.· .. ::.:. jo'Nlu:tnv.e. 1: ::~~ 636 .. 1. 881 I 
Pawnee creek ....... Holcombe, M. N •........ .. Rraily Island Holcombe's Ditch.. !Irrlg. 
Pawnee creek. ...... M:Jrphy, E. D .................. Brady Island .. :\Iurphy's Ditch ................... Irrig. 
Pawnee creek ......... !Piurner, Wm. H... 1 :\!axwell ... Plumer Ditch ......... lrrri£', 

8.57 29 13, 2? Lincoln i 9!1894. 669 
t!l 13 1 27 Lincoln .June [I5i189~' 672 

Pawnoo crook ... I.Jnnssen, ·H .................... .'.' .. !oo;henbnr; .. : . Janssen's Canal Ifni~. 

Platte river. K;:~:~Y ~---· ~---~~-~-~-: .......... 1 Kearney .... Kearney \\'. & .Elcc. ! 

10, 

[I.&P 1~1. 
Platte river ......... 'Gothenburg L. & P. Co. Gothenburg·-·· Gothenbmg P. & I. C IT.&P 200. 

Pow. Co 

Platte river 'Farmers' D. & C. Co nra•lY Island Farm. D. & C. C-:-1. D Irrlg. 280. 
Platte river. . .... Farmers' Irr. Co... T.e.xing-ton Farmers Irr. Co's. D. Irrig, 114. 

Platte river·····-- Dawson Oonnty Irr. Co.~~-c.x:ington ..... Farmers & Merchants C.IIrrig.ll-!2.86 
?latte river... _IFowells, Russell H ......... · Ha.x:wcll ~la.x:wcll Canal ....... Irrig. 27.14 
Platte river _! ..\ppldnnl IIt•nrr ..\I 1-:\Iaxwi>ll ..... :Appleford Canal .............. Irrig. 10. 
Platte river... ! Sides, Leroy..... .. ......... I Lowell .. :Leroy Sides' Ditch Irrlg. 20. 

Platte river ........... i Farmers' Union D. Co.! Kearney .. Farnwrs' Union Canal Irrig. 128 . .57 
Platte rlver .......... IPlatte R. Trr. Co lr.rxing-ton PlatteR. I. Co. CanaL Irrlg. 400. 
Platte river... Gothenburg L. & P. Co.'Gothenburg Gothenburg P. & J. C Irrig, 240. 

I i 
Farmers' Mut. Irr. Co. -'Kearney Platte river ..... 

I Platte river..... ... McCullough, John ............. :Maxwell 
Platte river .. . 
Platte river .... .. 

Six Mite Dl tch Co ..... . .. ... ;Gothenburg 
Gothenburg South Side( 

Farmers' CanaL 

.McCullou~h Ditch .. 
Six Mile Ditch .. 

Gothenburg S. 

.. Irrig, 

.. lrrrig. 
frrlg . 

180, 

30. 
40. 

· 

1191 ' II"'n' 20 13l' '1:1 Lincoln ............ jAprll I' 8 4 . 

I l ' ! 

"I 8 1li Buffalo 

291 12 26 Lincoln 
17 13 29 Lincoln 
25 10 23 Dawson 
18 10 23 Dawson 
29 13 28 Lincoln 
15 13 29 Lincoln 
13 8 H Kearney 
6 8 19 Dawson 

13 9 22 Dawson 
29 12 26 Lincoln 

12 s[ 16 Buffalo 

35 13 28 Lincoln 
11 11 26 Lincoln 

......... I Sept. 
.. July 

June 
__ ,,June 

.......... jJune 
........... I July 

July 
JulY 

............ Aug. 
SeDt. 
Sept. 

............ Sept. 

Oct. 
.. .......... Oct. 

1!1886 
5!t8!JO 
2 1894 

1-11891 
26 18VI 
i 5 1894 

7 1891 
23 1894 

110'189! 
115 1894 

1023 
Bl>a 
666 
621 
622 
673 
674 
629 
623 
624 

22 1894 645b 

f234 
2411894 l: 
20 189-l 679 

221894 680 

[ lrr. Co..... ..-.. ~Gothenburg 
Co ....... S. ~r'.~ /lrrlg. 357.14 30 12 21) Lincoln Oct. 

.. ....... ':Sov. 
26 189-1 681 
9 18tH, 6~5 Platte river ............. 1 Booker, H. 0 ........ - ............. Gothenburg .... I Booker Canal ........... frng. lOO, 16 11: 2) Dawson 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-(Continued) 

I 

I 
1 )Hh.• of 0 

Lo~·ntiou of f-Ipfl(l~att- Priority Z 0 

Nnuw of Claimant I " ~ 

s~~~ R 1: __ co~~~~~ i ~_'o_n_th :~~~i~- 1 ~---~-g; 
Platte river ········· Cozad Irr. Co, .. ... !cozad Cozad Irr. Canal.. ........ Trrig. G1L2!l 15 11 2:;1Dawson. _ _j[;ec 
Platte riVer ........ Orchard & Alfalfa Irr.Co.] Cozarl Orchard & AI. Irr. D. Irrig, 300. 9 10 2-t Dawson .ran. 
Platte river ...... Lincoln & Dawson Coun-

ty Irr. Dist... . .............. Gothenburg Lincoln & Dawson Co. 

A.ppleford, Henry 
Lex. So. Side Irr. 
Zook, .T oseph 

' I Irr. Dist Canal .... Irrig. 642.861 
M ....... llaxwell ......... Appletord CanaL ..... Trrlg. 2.86! 

13 ~wl Lincoln 
15 13 29 1 Lincoln 
8 f:l 2~ Dawson 

0 10: 241Dawson 

]Feb. 
[March 

....... ;'setlt. 
Platte river .. 
Platte river ...... . 
Platte river .... . 

c __ 0.1 Lexington Lex So Side Ditch.. . .... Irrig. 58. I 

...... Cozad 1so. Side Trr. Co... ---.lrrig. I Oct. 

Plum Creek ...... . Eggers, Thos .. ___ ILewell<'tl Plum Cr. D. & Res 

Pumpkin 
Pumpkin 
Pumpkin 
Pumpkin 
Pumpkin 
Pumpkin 
Pumpkin 

Pumpkin 
Pumpkin 
Pumpkin 
Pumpkin 

Seed ....... j"\Yright, John S.. Harrisburg Wright Ditch No. 1 .. . 
Seed ...... 

1

Kelly, Wm. J .... -----······ Harrisburg T\('lly Ditch .................. . 
Seed ....... 1Hcard, Henry L....... .. Freeport --~Heard's D's Nos. 1 
Seed ........ Wright, John S.. Harrisburg .. Wrig-ht Diteh No. 2 
Seed Logan, John E... Gering .. Logan Ditch ................. . 
Seed ....... Court House Rock I. Co. Bridgeport .. I Court Honse I. Canal 
Seed. ...... Smith, Eliza, C., Wheel· i 

er, Chas. G... Sidney .......... ...!smith & Wheeler 
Seed Mutual Ditch Co........... . Redington ........ 1

1
:\Iutual Ditch 

Seed \Vattman, P. P... Redington ...... Waitman's Ditch. 
Seed ....... Endered, Ohas. 0 .• et al Freeport ......... Endered Ditch ....... 
Seed ....... Guthrie, W. A., 

Trrig. 
... Irrlg. 
.. Irrlg. 

Pumpkin Seed .. 
Sweet, 0. A ... Bridgeport . ----~:Meredith & Ammer Ditch Irrig. 

Hampton, R. R. and 

Pumpkin Sred. 
Wm. D..... . Harrisburg .·.·.·.·_IHLaasmtpton Ditch.... Irrfg. 

Finn, J. L., Dean, H. T. Bridgeport Chance...... .. ......... Irrlg.
1 

l.H' Z3 16 !2
1

Garden 

I 
2. 5

1 

19 54~Banner 
1.43 5: 19 5,r'Banner 
1. 29 u Hl 5 t Banner 
2.86 5 19 54 Banner 
-t. 7 Ul M Banner 

. .ran. 

Dec. 
May 

..... June 
Dec. 

.. .... JulY 
::!0. ~0 30 18 'iO Cheyenne Oct. 

1. 57
1 

26 19, 51 1 Cheyenne Ort. 
S.'i'i·l 33 19 52jCheyenne I"Sov. 
2.86 25 19 53 Banner ... March 
1. 21 19 53: Banner ............ MaY 

I ' 1R.OO 2.1 19 50 Cheyenne Feb. 

1.291 25 20 57 Banner April 
8. 1 27 19: 50 Cheyenne ....... 'Avril 

128 199~ 62e .... 
22 lSfFt 5~7 

i ' 
I·N 118'JI) 637 ! 

~;~i1S:I'l 6'JO 
~~ 1 1900- ___ 576 

hl!l131. ""''" 
i 12 1914, ... 

1

1344 
I 
I 
i:ll 188:' 001 
lf1 1886 91-'i 

1 1887 916 
3111887 905 
1611890 !lfrl 

6 18'JO 8!0 

16 1890 842 
I 1.1890! 843 
12 1891 847 
27 18'll 903 

2011893 876 

51893 906 
121894 883 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-<Continued) 

}oltren•n 
I I ~ ~ ~. "'· Location of Headgnte fri~~i~~ I ~ I 0 

I 
Xnme or Claimant p~~-g.~s~e Name of Ditch , ~ ·c-. ..+::; ~ 1------ t; z 

!~"'"~ II ~~~C. 
-------,------------ '------------- ---- _15:_j ~ sj_TIRII County Monthii~IYr . .3 I ;.-

Pumpkin Seed ...... luunn, Lee..... ·········--IRcd~ngton ..... iRound House Hock 1> !rrrlg.: 
Pumpkin Seed ....... IUaxwell, Jos. J. . .. Redmgton ..... IJ. J. Maxwell Irr. Ditch'Irrlg. 
Pumpkin Seed ....... Dunlap, J.P... -·······--Dwight .......... Dunlap Ditch .. Irrig. 
Pumpkin Seed 1Willard, Wm. M. R~dington Wm. M. Willard D. Irrlg. 
Pumpkin Sood... Thomp!!on, R. S., et al "1..edington nirclengc Ditch ..... .... Irrlg. 
Pumpkin Seed ..... Smith, E. &. ·wheeler, 
Pum("Jdn Seed. Chas. G... >.;idney ....... Smith & Wheeler Ncorth: 
Pumpkin Seed Ditch.... . ... ! [rri~. 

Pumpkin Seed ........ Wisner, S. R .. et !l.l 7 :·('e::mt Abbott & Wisner Dit('hiTrr!g. 
Pumpkin S~cl ... Cluck, Millard Harrisburg iPeters Ditt•h frrig. 
Pumpkin Seed ... ·ICcurt House, Rock I. Bridgeport Ccl!~t House Rock I. 

i Canal lrril.!;. 
Pumpkin SPe.-1. .

1
f-~glcston, T. C..... :Airedale Canal No. 1. Irrig. 

Pum)lkin Seed .... Egleston, T. C... 1 \iredale Canal No. 2 Trrig-. 
Pumpkin Seed ..... iS!!ott, Ambrose £.. Harrisburg .Rescryofr :Sos. 1, 0 3, Trrig. 

Pumpkin Seed.. I John~on, Theo. ?n•eport 
1 

••• Irrlg. 
Pumpkin Seed ..... Beatty, D. E....... ~farri:-;bur:..:- ~Beatty Ditch Trrig. 

P
Pnummppkkllnn SeeSecdd ... ·.· .... [ SE·l.vtaerng&e~' BRct·c··b···c··n···n··.··,··.·· ... ::·· B:-idgcpert ... Swanger lrrig. 

H'."idg-eport ..... :Pumpkin Creek Mills P'wer 
Pumpkin ~... I Pierson, A. H. 

1
Harrisburg ....... Clearfield Canal : 'r;·i..". 

Pumpkin Seed Beatty, Daisy E. ............ :Harrisburg. Rea tty Canal Trrig. 
Pumpkin Seed ....... ! Seeley, \V. J....... .. ........ ;ounlat), Iowa Seeley Irr. Ditch.. Irrig. 
Pumpkin Seed ·I E~leston, T .0...... . i Harrisburg ...... 1 Air<'llalc Canal Xo. Trrig. 
Pumpkin Seed Egleston, '1'. C. Harrisburg ... -\iredale Canal ~o. frrig. 

Sand creek . 
Sand creek .. 

I 

i Holcomb, G. J., et aL.I 0.,::-alalla 
. ·Dudley, W. H... .. 1churdan, 

Holcomb & Smith ... 
I a. Patrick Ditch .. 

.. ' Irrig. 
.... ·rrrig. 

3. 
.50 

28[19 51 Cheyenne ........ Msy 
...... June 

. March 

29.1R9.t. 

30 18[)-t. 

1 IS9o 
23 19 

.36 24119 
1.4'3 251 19 
L 19 19 

52 Cheyenne 
5i CheYenne 
51 CheYenne 
51 Cheyenne 

..... March 27 189fi 

. ..... '.Tune 1 1895 

884 

885 
839 
888 
B92 

. 71 26 19 51 Chevenne 
~:l HI 'i.'3 Banner 
:H ~0 5tl Danner ~. ;-;-

1.31 

2.29 
O.St 

;{O 19 50 !\Iorrill 
2 19 5i Banner 

10 ;,.;) Banner 
l!J 55 Bannec 

2 19 55.Banner 
8 19 55!Banner 

..... IJm:e 
I 

. July 

April 
SeDt. 
Feb. 

i 
I 1806; 8421 . 

917 

1?902 9131'········ 

1 1028* .... 

24 1900 ··-·-·······. 008 
24 1900. 
24'1903 

lO 1906 . 
i 1 '1906 

281907 ... 

6W 
711 

o . .t~ 2fJ In :){)Cheyenne 
25. 23 10 50 Cheyenne "darctJ 26 1907 

819 
836 
8:;1 

855 
888 

1004 

1052 
ll:H 
1380 

1. 71 31 20 56 Banner 
.19 19 5'J Banner 
. 57 28 19 52 Morrill 

l.S7 

. 51 

7 • 
2.43 

1' Hl 55: Dawes 
9 19 55 Banner 

10 15 40 Keith 
3 15 40 Keith 

Jan. 
Jtme 
Jan . 

......... Oct. 

·····I Sept. 

............. jMay 
.... Ma:v 

231!Xll .. . 
2·1!110 ... . 

19]1911 
26;1911 
41914 

20-188P B':JS 
311B911 725 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A~(Continued) 

Streum Name of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address N arne of Ditch I 
I ----+---------___!_--·---'--- ------

.......... _l()galalla Nissen, Peter ..... . : ~issen Ditch ..... Trrig. 

Maddox, P. P .. . 
Sand creek 
Sand creek. 

Sillascn, S. J ... . . ..... Keystone 
I 

.... 

1 

Sand Cref'k Ditch . Trrig . 

Seepage from lake\' Hutrman, M. J... Ge!·!ng 
Seepage from laka. Enterprise Irr .. D... Scotts Bluff . 

Schuetz Spring ..... Schuetz, Loms... . ............ Bridgeport 

Sheep creek... II Nichols, Yorick... Henry 
Sheep creek. ....... Covert, Pitt.... Cheyenne., 

creek 
1 Wyoming 

... 

1

West Fork Ditch Co. Empire 
creek. ........ Cunningham, H. B... Empire 

HniTman's Ditch 
Nelson Dr. Seep. D. 

rrrig. 
frrig. 

·Schuetz Spring CanaL ..... Trrig. 

Little Moon ... Ir:rig. 

\ehraska Rereryoir ......... Irrig. 
West Fork Ditch Trri·.r. 
LoTVer CanaL.. . .... Irrlg. 
Home Ranch flitr?h.. Trrig. 

Sheep 
Sheep 
Sheep 
Sheep 
Sheep 
Sheep 

creek... . .. Sneese, R. L ........................... 
1 

Fmpire 
creek Speese, R. I.... . ............ _ l<;mpire 

creek .... Speese, R. L..... ................... Empire 
·········I Horf'le Pasture Reservo·i·r·· Irrig. 

....... ,Horse Camp Reservoir ·iirri~ .. 
'l"o. Two ........ 'Irrlg. creek .... 

Sheep creek .. 
Sheep creek . 
Sheep creek 

Sheep creek .. 
Draw, Trlb to 

Cunningham, 
.. Sheep Creek J,ateral 

Langholf, Ed. F ... 
Von berg, Peter ... 

. Perrine, E. Leon ... 

Sheep creek .......... Hovey. F.thel A .. 

Draw, Trib to 
Sheep creek ....... ,Woodman, H. J .. . 

r:mpire 
Co. Morrill 

··· : ::1-lorrill 
· .Morrill 

1

Mit<'hell. 
I 

· ····· I Empire 

I 

.. 
1 
)Iorrill 

Sheep Creek LateraL .... 
1
Irrig. 

. ... Gen. Ut1lity ~ 

·,Irrig. 
. , Irri .{. 

\Pwer 

3.07 

1-'i. 701 

6. 43 

10 15 40 Keith March 

I 

141 36 Keith ..... Jan. 

26 21 !H,Seotts Bluff ... March 
13 28 Yl Scotts Bluff May 

! I 
.21 28

1 

18 50 Chevenne ... !May 

1. 10 24 58 Sioux 

36 271 58 Sioux 
2(i llR SJoux 

11 25 .r=;s Sioux 
25 26 581Sionx 
25 26 58iSioux 
36 27 58~ Sioux 

25 58 Sioux 
17 23 5iiScotts 

1 ?.5 58 Sioux ... 

Sl Zl fl.7,Scotts 
8 23 57 Scotts 

.2i JO 2fi 57.Srnux 
I 

March 

M:ay 
Sept. 

............. Nov. 
Nov. 
N'uV'. 

,Jan. 
Feb. 

Bluff .. I Feb . 
July 

Blufl .. ! July 
Rlutf ... '\cv. 

I oct. 

I 
Favorable J.r"ght •"· ····-·-· \rr.ng. 

Pow. Pit.. . ..... Pwf'r iO. 

I 
18-1901 606 

I I I I 
I 3'1910. 974 

' 
' 119~1900 937 

1211913 .. 
1 ?:K}* 

I 
10 1892 ss1 1 

123.11904 . 745 

1181907'. 8S9 

~1 1907! m 
2 19o: I 871 

210071 . 876 

2 1907i »17 
20 1908 88s· 

,24 19081 890 
1 26 1912 ..... 1176* 

!5191.3. 1:{()"1* 

301913 i1311 * 
:2.,() 1!)]3 !l.~T" 

2fl uxr; STJ 

,171002' ....... ...11217 '" 00 

"" 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-(Continued) 

· Stream X a me of Claimant 
l'ost-Offit'P 

~\.ddress 

, k '[ ................. 1. Keystone nkunk cree ........... Miller, Adam ...... . 
3kunk creek ......... Maddox, P. P... Keystone 

Xallle of !liteh 

I 
1 

Miller Ditch ..... 2.2!l 
5. i 

5!.86 
5.71 

~00. 

c'OO. 

14 37jKeith 
H 36 Keith 

24 51 Box 
' 30 25 51

1

Box 
~-~ 52'llox 
2-l- .'ltlnox 

12 42i
1
Deuel 

10 23, 56 Scotts 
2 23 56 Scotts 
2 23 56 Scotts 

Datt> of 
Priority 

0 
1'; 

" -';' 
0 
Q 

7!0 

567 

;. 

2: 
-< 

968 

H9 
74J 

w: ~ 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-IContinued) 

Stre:.n11 ~aUH' of Claimant 

Spotted Tail creek Tri-State Land Co 

Spotted 1.'ail creek Whitehead, Jas. T .... 
!-\potted Tail creek Roberts, Sam'l L. 

Spring Branch ...... Brogan Bros ........... . 

Svrlng Br., trlb. 
to Lawr. Fork Harper. J. W. 

Spring creek ..... 
Spring creek . 

~prlng Ck., trib. 

Peterson, E. ,J. 
Freiday, Florian 

to White TaiL. l\:eystone Irr. Co .. 

Spring Ck. Lit... 
Spring Ck. l.it. 
Spring Ck. Ut. 

Springs, trlb to 

Keystone Irr. Co 
Shramek, Mar it• 
Gilchrist, M. R. 

Middle creek Bartling. Henry 

Post-Offiee 
Address Name of Ditch 

I Date of I 0 
;.,.. ] ~ ~ Lo('ation of Ht•fHlgat(' Priority 'f'< 

~~~~II I I I I 11 _'J. t OJ: S; T I H. I Count,\· ~~Iontll]DIYl', ;.._: 
~F I I I I I 

·---~Scotts Bluff ... \Tri-St-a-te-Lan~--~~- Canal I -----~------------ -~,---

- Mitchell I W~~~~:c~d P~~~; pj~~~ ! ~-~~;I 1o. ~- ~~~ : ~~~l~~ IlluiL ~::~: ~~ ~!~~ ;~~· 
Mitchell.. !Roberts 'Ditch [rrrig.l 16,' ~ .I)() Scotts Bluff Nov. , 1l1912 12H* 

1 1 I ! 

Paxton ..... Brogan Bros. D .... ·······--lfrrlg .-Ji 3::i
1 

15 37 Keith ..... ·:Sept ll·!..f't3fl'ii -no 

. ...... JHarper Ditch No. 2.... rai;: 

---------1 Spring Creek Ditch lrri6 _ 
------~ Freiday Canal Trrig _ 

Sidney 

-···-]Spring Creek Dit-ch frrig. 

\Little Spring Ditch... . Trrig.! 
'Shramek Canal Irrig .

1 

Rerlington Bartling Ditch .. 

llrrk., 
... Trrfg. 

2. 1' 13 52 Cheyenne 

. 5i 12 Hi 40 Keith 
1. 20 fl 20.Dawson 

I 
] .5i! 101 Vi' 37 T{elth 

I 

.57! 29 15; 37,l{eith 
I, co() I 22 22 55 Scotts Bluff 

.HI·Jo) 22 55'Srotts Bluff 

I 
.29 28118 

I 

51 Cheyenne 

June 
I 

!.June 
INov. 

.Tunc 

April 
.:.Juno 
... July 

July 
I 

1511!)():? 
I 

18. IS:.ll 

125 1910/--- ------ [()I() 

I 

1
2111890 701 

I 
]!190? G=i~ 

I 9 1913
1 

. 1295 

129 10131.. -----· 1310 
I 

31jl891 
Springs, trlb. to 

Middle creek. Bartlilng, Henry ................ Redington Bartling Ditch No. 2. Trrig. .29 28 18
1 

51 Cheyenne . ...... Jnne 891 

Sprs. on Sec. 
28-18-49 .................. Finn Brothers ........... - .... - .... Bridgeport Finn Bros.' Ditch ... lrrig. 

I 
. 50i 28 18 49 Cheyenne .... July I 1 )89()! 83fl .... 

I 
I 

Springs & Sloug Cundall, Harry ... _ ... ...... Stratton Cundall Ditch .... Irrig, i .71; 19· 20 5l:Morri11 ............ Dec. - ll48 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-(Continued) 

Strearu Name of Claimant 

Strm. (no name) Newberry, H. 

Wfllow creek .... ___ Everett, R. L ..... . 
Willow creek.. Everett, R. L ..... . 

1

1 

Post-Office 
Address 

·+· Platte ... 

...... ', Harnsburg 

Name of Ditch 

'" "" I I- "0 .._. 
.::1 Q) ~ '0 Lo(•atton of Headgate 

,,:::~ ~~I 
I 0 "' '0 ~ ·-----
~ ~ § i: I I I 

I & ' ~ "jSI'r\Ri 
';:o rJi I I ---,-----------

County 

Date of j 0 
Priority 

1 

~ 

~nt~DJr·l ~ 
~ewberry Ditch .. ··· ......... \trrig. 1.1-! 22 1-t 3:! Lincoln 

I I 
....... I<'eb. j25,18!J.1 G~S 

' Willow Springs Dlteh !... !rrig. .'>7' lfj ID: .:xi Banner .Jan . .2T902 
Willow Springs Ditch 2 [rrig. . 56 16 1D 50 Banner -Tan. :21 190? 

I"amplugh's Lakes ... ···-· rrrl,g-. :?.Sri 8' " 30, Lincoln !Dec. i3111883 o-,.'l 

ri';(J 

r:;ll 

White Horse creek LampJough, Isaac ..... 
White Horse creek Bratt, Jno. 

. . !Harrisburg 

N. Platte 
~~. Platte Jno. Bratt Ditch Irrig. 6. 9 H 30 ·.Ancoln .......... 'Aug. !261913, . . ...... 1316 

White Tafl creek.. McCarthy, John M. 
White '.ran creek .. Keystone lrr. Co ... 
White Tall creek. Leonard Brothers 
White Tan creek .. Keystone Irrl. Oo 

White Tall creek.. Reed, Fred ........... 
White •ran creek.. McGinley, Geo ...... 
White Tall creek. Keystone Irrf. Co ... 
White Tall creP.k. Keystone Irrl. Co .. 
White Tall creek. Keystone Irrig. Co 
White Tail creek. Keystone Irr. Co .. 

....... 

Keystone 
Keys, tone 
Keystone 
Keystone 

Keystone 
Keystone 

. ·····---~Keystone 
.. Keystone 

........ ) Keystone 
.. Keystone 

:McCarthy Ditch ... 
....... Halloway & Phelps Ditch 

Little Dandy ...... 
Foster Keystone Canal.... 

........ j :::~o:~
1

:a~ai 
...... Keystone Ditch. 

\Yest Keystone ... 
Keystone 

frriE". 

rrrfg, 
Irri!::'. 
rrrfg. 

lrrJg. 

Wiod Sprlna-s ··-··· Lancomer, Geo. & Chas. C'..crlng Wind Springs Canal .. 
Smith's Ditch .... 

~rflg. 

. Irrur. Wind Springs ... Smith, Jas. s Mitchell ... 

Winters creek... Bouton, Chas. A •.. Gering B0uton's Ditch ... .... Irrig. 
Winters creek... .. Shumway, G. L. .. Scotts Blnft' .. 

Wood river ..... Davf.~. J. H. & Sons .... Gibbon 

rwer 
.... P'wer 

]. 

4. 
0 

13.80 
I ,-' 1: .. ;1 

ill. 71 

J(j 

:Jn 
22, 

33 

I o 
31i 

26 

F>1
1 

38 Keith 
1' 38 Keith 
15 38 Keith 
15 38 Keith 

t.j 38 KeJth 
F, 38 Keith 
1.5 38 Keith 

4.301 26, 1.5 
l. 75 26: 15 
0.86 ?:7 15 

38 Keith 
38 Keith 
38 Keith ... 

! 

~-~:,,',I? 2-t' !i-~:sioux 
2.80' 1:2" 2.--1' 5S.1Sioux 

!.D 22 !54 Scotts 
8' ~2 51 Scotts 

40. 1:l 1 ~ Buffalo 

Bluff 
Bluff 

.Juiy 

1 
Uan•h 

:Uarch 

Aug. 

.. IJan. 
I 

!:-.-ov . 

1511890 
1:189:l 

12,
1

l8J-I 
,'so· ra::u 

15 189-l 
29:1897 1

• 

~'wo·2 
i30 1906 .. 
~7 1910 

·
1
z, !910' 

I ' I 
:1 1Wl" 
:,~1!9101 
I 

I 

li-,1~ 

! 81911 

1 1873 

7-Hl 
n;-
-.)-

/30 

7-'i: 
-!20 

GH2b 

8~3 

100! 
t003 

!l:\·1 
!!SG 

\J2:l 

... 'JO'i,)" 

9;1.~ 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-A-<Conduded) 

I Post-Office I i ~ 
X a me of Claimant Address 

1 

Xn:ne of flitch _;: g; 
I ~~ 

----- --~~--- ---·----cc-------c--------- ------~ . 

Rtream 1

- Date of I 
~ '-:::! Location of Headgate Priority 1 ~ 

~ ~ -------------------1------------1 ! 
Q "I I I I I I : ~ 8 ,. SIT I R County Month IDIYr.l 0 
-~ I 1_1 ________ l_j __ l_ 

Wood river 
Wood river 
\Vood river 
Wood river. 
Wood river. 
\Vood river .. 
·wood river 

............. 1Shelton Mill & G. Co. I Shelton 

!···············-······························· 

........ IP·wer 40. !J' 13 Buffalo :oct. 16:1Si3 gg, 

--····----·-1 Bears, S. ...................... ------~- 1\:C'arney ........ ........ ~ P'wer 21).40 1~ "I 16 Buffalo jMay t! tSSt 995 

------------IKicln, 
I 

J. J ... ----------~ Kearney 1 
White Bridge Park ... ----rnig. .03 8 !)i 15-Buffa\o 1Man·h l-' I U:IUI -,.;.t 

··········\Klein, J. J ............... .......... Kearney !White Bridge Park ..... p·,~·e:, 10. f) I l'l Buffalo j:Mar. 141900 5!"ib 

-----------racobson. c. A. ..... . ......... i Riverdale ........ ·IC A. ,Jacobson Canal .. i Trr:;;. 0., 31, 101 lG Buffalo ~cv. 10[1910 -·····-··-·· 1038 
... ... . .. Kimbrough, Oora .. I Shelton Kimbrough Canal .... 

1

rn·1g. 
::2n\ 

36 10 13 Buffalo ·---I Sept 
2ljl912 ____ J227 

Quail, T. J. ····-··-···--· I Miller ... lworHl River Trrig. 14 n' 18 Buffalo .... May ] "1913, ...... -- 11286 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVIi3ION 1-B-

StrPniu X:tlll!' of ('lailllallt 
rost-Offi<·P 

AtltlJ>t'!'>S XauJP of IHt<-h 

0 
% 

~ 
7 
§ .., 

~ ~ [l ~ I L•" nlion of Ilendgntl'! !!:.'/~~~~~ I 
-s. ~ p I I ' I II I ,~- ___ :r ~ i ~~[~;~~_i-~Jtr )Ionth Jni1r. 

Arickaree river ...... Tcr1kins, Chas. ~=-r::::-- ---IHaigl~:~:ervoir & Irr.l[ I ! 1 ' I '--cl-'--.c' 
Co. Irrig. lil. 1.') ls 1 4:? State of Colo .Jan. 

Big Cottonwood .. Hansberry, J. '!'... :Bloomington .. 1Dioomington Ditch ... \ jlrrig. .50. 2'i 2
2

1 Hi Franklin ...... Dec. 
1211910. 
31 1881 185 

971 

Big Cottonwood .. Hansberry, J. •r... Bloomington 'Bloomington .Mill R. P'wer ' 25 
Big Cottonwood. Zul::mf, Chas. E... i RaYenna .. I Bloomington Mill R. Irrig. 

BnfTalo creek 
Ruffalo creek 
nutrnlo creek 

nufTalo rn-ck 

Brush creek ... 

Center crct"k .. 
Ccn tcr creek 

Allen, X. J., Sr., et all Haigler 
Porter, J. R. & Sons .. ____ Haigler 
Jenkins, Chas. 'L'. Haigler 

Porter L. & In\'. Co li<ligler 

Lofton, }~rank S .\icl ~ook 

GregorY, A. R. & P. C. Franklin 
Rose, C. H... Franklin 

Contes creek ......... Burton, R. D ................ _, F'ranklin 

r~ook creek.. S!larrmac, W. A ... 

Cirooked creek..... Kaley, C. H ... 
Crooked creek.... Slawson, E. R. .. 

Driftwook f'rPt•k S.•hmitz, J. A 
DriftwoDk <"reek lll'"terw••rth, Jno. II. 
DriftwoDk ereek Wn.sson, I. II. & Sons 
Driftwook creek Fitch, W. 8 ...................... 

.\Ima 

.... i McCook 
.\k('ook 

1.\lcCook 
McCook 

Allen & Larned Ditch ... 
Porter & Sons' Dit:::h ... 

.. Jenkins Land & Li\'C 

'I Stock Co.'s Ditch ~o. 
.J. R. Porter 

Brush Creek Hescn·oir .. 
I 

. ! Gregory Ditch 
I Rose Ditch .. 

Sharpnac Ditch .. 

i 

Irrig. 
lrrlg. 

1; frrig. 
1 frrig. 

I 
i"ltor. 

Irrig. 
Irri_g-. 

Irrlg. 

.. Irrfg. 

Fi~h Pond___ Fish 
1 

Slawson Ice Pond ............. Stor. 

Schmitz Irr. Wks lrrig 

1 

Hc"ten\Wth Irr. \\"k> lrrig-. 
~ylnm Dell Irrig. 
\\'. s. Fitch frrig. 

6. I 1R 
2.86 I 

4.2\J IS 
:~.:e: 

3.5 

4. I 
.29 36 

.37 33 

I. 

I. 
• 7:)1 

.iO 12 
1 . lJ ,, 

361 

16 Franklin Dec. 
2 16 Franklin .. :~ov. 

'! 

40 Dundy .. ·Oct. 
41 DundY 'Nov. 

40 DundY Dec. 
4-t Dundy June 

2 20 Red Willow... June 

' 15 Franklin ........ Aug. 
15 Fnmklfn ........ Jan. 

311881 185 

:23
1

118981 483 

116·1890! 117 
126!1800 171 

,12·1008 921 

i33 1913 ··········· 1296 

' 11912 ......... 1201 

l1 181H 182 
10 1902. 648 

14 Franklfn ........ I March : 6 1899 .... 501 

18 Harlan )Feb. 
11 Webster ...... j.l-lay 

1 11 \Vebster ........ 

1

.Aug. 
1: 

... 11213 

21 t896 

I 

71902 
. 8 1912, 

2 30lled Willow May 31 t913 . '1287 
30 1'®1 Willow Xov. 171913 . 1332 

2, :lO[Re1l Willow Dec. 
3! 30 Red Willow .. •July 

G.un;~ ll3W 
2·1914- ......... 137~· 

"" <0 
0 

~ I' 

j 
~ 
•l _, 

1 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-B-iContinued) 

Htream 
~~ Post-Oflic<' I 

AtldreHs 

I 
Xu me of Claimant 

Elk crook Murray, Esther _ ............. 1.-\ranahoe 

Frenchman river .. Athey, H. E 
Frenchman river .. Daschosifsky, G. 
F'rcnehman river. James, R. P .... 
Frenchman River 'McGillen, '\V. ,T 
}<,renchmnn river .. MeGi11en, W. J. 
Frenchman rfV("I 

and Stinking Culbertson Irr. & Water 

Wauneta Wauneta Mills .... 
Lamar .............. Lamar Rolling Mill .. . 
Champion. 
Imperial 
rmperial 

Champion l\lillR .. 

Aberdeen Ditch ... 
Harlem Ditch. 

P'wer 
P'wf'ri 

p·,~;r! 
Irng.; 

35.0 
:m. 
28.3 
2. 

2. 

nate of 
Priority 

I I I 
S 1'1' IRI 

I I I 
County 

I I 'f ~ 
Month IDl YL 0 -< 

' 111 36 Chase 
u~:l 6 40 Oha~e 
21 6 39 Ohase 

:~· r::hase 
38 Chase 

I 1-----c'----'----

.. IAug. !13 1913! ......... :1s1s 

.... 1Ju1v 131

1

18861178 
'Dec_ 130 1887i 1013 

........... Dec. 31 18871179 
________ 

1

.Tu1y 1 1Ml 50, 

·····-····· July l 188$! [~ 1 

Water creek. .. Power Co ........................... . Culbertson 
Culbertson Irr. & Water 

Power Canal .. rrrig. 2Pi. 31 !i 3: Haye~ I 

125 
,Yay lt6l8~0 (29 

Frenchman rh·er. Kilpatriek BroR. Co. 

Frenchman river McGillen, W. J. 
Frenchman river .. Farmers Canal Co ... 
Frenchman river .. Fuller, C. D ... 
}.,renchman river .. River Side Canal & Ir-

rigation Co .......... . 
Frenchman rlwr .. Dissmore, Geo. A ... 
Frenchman river Gould, Wilson 8 ... 
Frenchman rher .. Grant, Allen ...... . 

fl<'atri<'e 

Tmre-:-ial 
~ttlbertson 

Tmperfal 

Culbertson 

Champion Water Power 
and Trr. Ditf'h .. 

.. Aberdeen Ditch .. 
Farmers' Canal .. 
Fuller Ditch . 

frriz. 
lrri;..;. 
Irrig. 
r··i~~ 

Irrig. 
Des Moines Canal.. rrriJ:r. 
Omaha IrrL~ 

Tmperfal .......... '·~Grant or Aberdeen Ditch IIrrig-. 

Frenchman river .. Maranvflle, E .• et al... ..... Lamar ........... _., .M~ranv!lle Ditch .................. frrlg-. 
Frenchman river. Wise, J. S ............................ Palls. a de jW1se D1tch ................................ rrrlg. 
Frenchman river .. Emmerling, E. 0... Wauneta ........ 

1

N. Side Gurnsey Dltch .... !rrrig. 
Frenchman river .. ~:mmerlfng, E. 0... ../Wauneta ........ S. Side Gurnsey Ditch .. lrrrie:. 
Frenchman river .. Inman, Norton ................... Champion ...... -.]Inman Ditch ....................... -... Trrlg. 

61..Sr n 
.50 3 

10. 
2'}, 

12. 
10. 

2. 

11 

'' 
i 

33
1 

3'' 

r. ~0 Chase :ne~. 

5 ~Chase ........ . .. Feb. 
321Hitchcock .. JDec. 
:w 1 Chase ...... 

1
-Tunt."' 

I I 

321Hitchcock··· I Jnlv 
33 Hayes . 1Auz. 
38 Chase ............. Oct. 
38:Chase IOct. 

6. 
2. 
5. 

:I 
~~~ 6 

5 15 
nlchase .............. !Dec. 

:~j~::: ........... :·i~~--
3 

24. 10 
1.50 17 

371Chase . ~.Taa. 
6 40,Chase ...... iFeb. 

I J30 

I 
'~;~ l ~')(' i 

I 
I 

2 18\H 
19 1893 
1 :· t:-{) 

1." 139'' 
23 I R94 
g 189-ti 

16 183< 

I 8 189~ 
1
28 1894 
H 1895 
,14 18!)5 

[28 1895 
J 

18 
as 
m: 
fl8 i 

f70 
(71 

42 
74 
75 I 

19 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVI3ION 1-B-

Streatu 1\n m•! of Claimant 
I rost-Office 
I Address Name of Ditch 

~ 'i: ~ Lo(·ation of Heallgate /

1 

1!~~~~~~~ I ~ 
~ ~ .;:; ~ 
.e2:-c= ~ 
3? ..,. g i: s h 11 R i County !Month IDIYr.j ~ ~ r~ ~ll I I I 

Jl"rentbman river IKil}latrick Bros. Co \'orth .Side Trr. Ditch .. 
Frenchman river Shallenberger, P. H. [mperial !Shallenberger Cnnal 
.frenchman river. roman Ditch & Irr. Co. ! mperial __________ I fnmnn Ditch 

!nig .. 
Irrig. 
P'wcr 

:Irrig. 
!P'wer 

Frenchman river Hoke. J. A ....... ···············-· ()hnmpion 'CrPamery Ditch .. . 
~1renehman river. Follett & Krotter .. 'al~sarle ...... i Follett & Kr0ttcr Ditcll 
Frenehman river. !•'o!lctt & KrottP-r.... Palisade --·····--1 \:rnttf'f l'o>r<'r Plant 

·llrng. 
.

1

Irrig. 
Frenchman river ... Dissmore, Geo A .... -------··· Des Moines .... , t"lokcr Ditch Extension 
Frenchman river ... Follett & Krotter... Palisarle ... ! I"ol!Ptt & Krotter ......... . 
Fre:IChman river ... Follett & Krotter... Palisade I Krottcr Power Plant P'wer 

!Irrig. Frenchman creek Ha:;t'rman, \Villiarn ·I Hamlet .. 
Frenchman river ... I Krottcr, F. C.. Palisade 
Frenchman river .... Krotter, F. C.. .. ........... ~Palisade .. 
Frenchman rivE"r... 1\:rotter. F. C . . Palisade .... 
Fre:1ehman river .... Hoke, J. A 

1

Cilampion 

! 
Frenchman river ... Kilpatrick Bros ............ Beatrice 
Frenchman river. Sheri clan, R. B McCook 
Frenchman river. Theobald & Athey 

Frenchman creek .. Art{'rbnrn, E. E 
Frenchman river. 'F<;IH'JI. St('{lhen 
Frenchman rhTer Oliver Bros 
Frenchman ri\'er Oliyer Bros 
Frenchman river Frenchman Val. Irr. Dis1 
Frencbman riycr Krotter, F. C... Palisade 
Frenchman river .. Frenchman Val. Irr. Dist Culbertson 

Follett & I<rotter Ditch. f Irriz. 
Krctter Power Plant;·· ~ p·~erl: 
Krottcr Power PI. );o. ~ 1 rrng. 

.... , !-I eke's PO\re~' & Pump! 
j Plant i Irrig. i 
iKilpatrick Rc:'!. ~o. 1 1 ~tor.l 
Ex. Abcr(Jcen Canal.... lrrJg I 

\anneta M. & }<~Icc. P.i 
Plant i.P'"er 

Arterburn S!orag-e Res .. :rrrig. 
fnman Storage Res Irrig. 
Oliver Bros. Canal P'wer 

I OUYer Bros. Canal "rri'r 

I
! :fra:;~:~ ::w. Plant I~~~~~ 
Frenchman Val. Irr. D .. Irng., 

'I ,-·------~ ~---

. 7: 2l :1:1 Chase .. -......... :Feb. 251Ee8 ~d 

l.i7 2-'i ! 3U Chase .......... 'Dec. !211897. 423 
6.!3 17~ 6 40 Chase Feb. i1o 1898 436 

34.40 211 39 Chase .. Dec. :12 1000 531 
·L2!J 35 3-! Hayes .............. !April :30_1903 70) 

19. 3.'il 3.J Hayf'S ........... 1 May 121903 708 
2.0. I :,I 4 33 Hitchcock July 6 1903. TI4 

2.5i; 3'i, 5 34!Hayes Auir. 111903 1720 
12. 35! 34 Ha:ves .............. Anril 5 1904 .. 748 

.8fi I:' 3-1 Hayes .. March 11 1909 :: 935 
JC .. f'" -~-, 5 3! Hitchcock .. ,1Jan. 151UIO .1 07!1 
115. Ji 34 Hitchcock jAug, 171910,... .11021 
2.42 35 S! a-t Hayes .. IDee. 151910 ........... .!ton 

2.28 91' U! 39,Cha.se .... -.!May 1'1911 .......... 1004 
tjQ. ;3! 6i 40 Chase [June 221911 .. I nos 
1.3~ 2 38 Chase .... ·······;July 291911: i,l117 

I, I ! 

75. 

150. I 
125. 
50, I 

:1.2 I 

300. 
G~. 

ll 5 36:Chase 
!I: 6 4tjchase 
lii 40iChase 
7 5 35'Hayes 
7 !5 35-Hayes 
3 3s:Chase 

3:l S 341Hayes 
31 5 34:Hayes 

Nov. 
. ...... : .. :Nov. 

Dec. 
............ 1ApriJ 

April 
July 

.............. ,Dec. 

,.'--\l•ril 

1136 
........... :1142 

·11145 

16 1911 
28 1911 

8i1011 
28 1.9131 

2811913 
10,1913 

2,1913 ·-

6_11iJUI·· 

··-··- 1284 
1206 

.... '1304 

:1::. 



Stream Name of Claimant 

Horse creek .......... - :Sesbit, J. "M., et aL 

Spring trlb. to 
Horse creek.. Prit1~lc, Esther L .. 

Spring trlb. to 
Horse creek .. --··· Prinde. Geo. N ... 

Indian creek .. Chamberlain •• T. 0 ... 

Post-Office 
Address 

Parks 

Parks 

~a me of Ditch 

I HorsP Creek Ditch ..... 

i Pring-le Ditch 

Ditch 

Chamberlam 
Tnrlfan crN'k... .. . Tl10mpson & Van Sick1e Benke] man Thou.,.!!on & 
Inrlian ereek... Kinsey, J. VL, C. C. Benkelman KinRey Ditch 
Tnrlinn er('('k....... Wibwn. Ed.... ~tratton .......... Wilson Vl'::<'ll. 
Indian creek... . ... Stoneberg, Sanford.. Max ;:;tntwhC'rg Ditch 
Indian er('('.k Ston~bcrg, Sanford .\!ax .................. ,'4tc•neberg Dit~h ~o. 

Kilpatrick Res. 
No. L .. Kilpatrick Bros. Co ... Beatrice :;J:·atrick Res. Ditch .. 

Medicine creek ........ Cambridge Mtlllng Co... Cambridge 

(rrig, 

.57 11 

.00 28 

.03 8 

.31 10 
frrig. 1.43 23 
Trrig. !. 2 

Trri.c-. 1. 11 

rnig. 17. .'30 

P'wer 68. 29 

Medicine erE'ek ....... Sanders, John L ................ Stockville Sanders Irr. Plant ............. Irrig. 1.43 27 

Medicine creek ........ Crete Mills Orete .... 

Mecticlne crrek. Maywood Milling Oo ......... \faywood 

Methodist creek Keester, Nora D .. 

Mauer Springs ........ 0. B. & Q. R. R .. . 

..._Alma ....... 

....... I Lincoln 

Curtis Lake .......................... W Q I 

& P. ·············j 32 
.... Maywood Milling Co ....... P'wer' 11.88i 16 

. ·1 Meadow Brook ... 

..... Burlington Pipe Line .. 

.. lrrig. 

Irrig. 

2 

I 
1.48j 23 

39 DundJ 

39 Dundy 

'6 Dundy 
2 37 Dundy 
2 37 Dundy 

~I 
J6 Dundy 
17 Duncty 

2 37 Dundy 

6 39 Ohase 

41 ?.51Furnas 
7· :J7 Frontier 

I 

8 28:Frontier 
8 29'Frontier 

I 
18.Harlan 

2 nlchase 

Jan. 12189'. 

........ May 11 19061 .. 

I 

Oct. 4 1895
1 

0 
z 

364 

824 

240 
.... Feb. 14 1896 ~ 

... March ' 7 1896 261 
. Marcil ;17lg)6 .. 268 

. Mar. 
1
•13 19111 .......... 107f' 

J'lune 231913 .......... 1299 

······· :.· :: 1 :::~~~ {:~ noo 

Feb. ~~ 1895 83 

NoY. 

... Nov. 

4
1

1J~ 858 
I 

nlt913:.. 1231' 
I, 

' ' 1,28-19111.... .. 11143 

l 
:::: 
0 
> 
~ 
tl 

0 
"i 
...... 
~ 
~ ...... 
0 
> 
>-3 

0 z 
::r:: 
(l 
::r:: 
:::;:: 
:» 
>< 
1JJ. 

> z 
tl 

tl 
~ 
> ...... z 
> 
0 
M 

·~ "' :;...; 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-B-(Continuedl 

~trenm Name of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address 

~! ~~! ~ Loeatiou of Headgate _

1

:_ I~fJ;I i~~~ I ~ II ~ 
:;;:,§~I I I I~ 0: 
:_:__j__:__~! T

1
1R\ County j)Ionth IDIYr. ;::) j ~ 

Xnme of Ditch 

I 
I 

Red 
Red 
Red 
Red 
Red 
Red 

Willow creek'.Moore, Wm, H .... . 
Willow creek I Holland, L. J .......... . 

··I [ndianola ....... 
11 
Red Willow MilL ..... ...\ P'wer . 

.. Indianola ....... L. J. HoJland Ditch... 

1
1rrri~. 

16
1 

3 28 Red Wfllow ...• Jan. 
35. 16: 3 28 Red Willow ...... Jan. 

Willow creek.Helm, .John F ........... . L1:etl Willow . Irrig. 2. 17' 3 28
1

Red Willow ...... Feb. 
Willow creek ~

1 
Clark, A. R ...... . 

Willow creek .. Helm Irr. Ditch Co ... 
Willow creek .. Masters, Chas .. 

Indianola !_Red Willow V..,al. Mound. ,Irrig. 
... McCook 'Ht'lm Ditch ........... IIrrig. 

14 .29l 31 4 281Red Willow .... ',Feb. 
10. 3128

1

Red Willow .... 'Dec . 
Indianola ...... 

1 
:'!Inster's Ditch.. . ...... ;rrrlg. 1.14 3 28 Red Willow .... July 

. .:ed Willow Lake Cooper, James 1\"allaee ......... 1&<1 Willow .......... --I Irrlg ·I 

I 

I . 

2. 36 9 33 Lincoln ·······-··~ Dec. 

........ Arapahoe Star MilL I P'wt>r; 1!)(). I ~ 
...... Carson Ditch No. 1 Irrfg. 1.43 27 

Republican river ... Gearhart & Benson... Arapahoe 
~publican river .... Carson, Ancirew... :\!<'Cook 

'!Haigler L.&C. CO. D.I'Irrig-. 77. 
_ Sand Point Ditch Co.. IrrhL 11. 11 

Dundy Co. Ditch Irrig., 4S. 24 
Trites-Davenport Canal . Irrf2'. 7. 20, 

Republican river ... Pioneer Irr. Co.. Haigler 
Hepublican river .... Brown, W. A, .... ____ Haigler . 
Republican river .... Dundy Co. Irr. Co... .. Benkelman 
Republican river .... Trites, W. H., et aL. . Culbertson 

Republican river .... McCook I. &. W. P. Co. McCook --I Meeker CanaL_ .................. Irrlg. 143. 151 

Trenton ........ 

1

Trenton Farmers' I. D ..... Irri2'. 32. , 10
1 

McCook ....... Carson Ditch No, 2, ... _ .. Irri~.l 18. ! 27 
Benkelman ...... Neighbors Ditch ................... Irri2'.1 2.86: 24

1 

Republican river .... Trenton Farmers' Irriga-
tion Association ... 

Irepublican river .... Carson, Andrew .. 
Republican river ... ~elghbors, E. G ... 
Republican river .... Cambridge & Araphoe 

Irr. & Imp. Co .... _ Arapahoe ...... C. & A. I. & I. Co. D. Irrig, 170. 28 

Republican river ... Republican River Irr. Co. Benkelman 
Republican river ... Larned, W. H., et al.. ...... Haigler 

Republican Rfv. I. Co. D Irrig, 
White & Larned. D .......... Irrig. 

! 

1

29 
3, 22

1

, 

30. 

I 

23, Furnas July 
3[ 30 Red Willow ...... July 
1 1 -t!l_Dundy ~~Apr. 
1' 42:DundY ... Sevt. 
1139 DundY ....... -I Nov. 
3 31:Hitcbcoek ...... Dee. 

, I I 
a 31

1

Hitchcock Dee. 

:II : ~~eb;~~~w:::: 1;:; 
1. 39 DundY March 

4
1 

25 Furnas 

38-Dundy 
40,Dundy 

. AU2'. 

May 
. April 

111886 181 
23'1891 95 
18 1895 Ill 

i 
,27)905. . ....... 'i 781 

5:!9!o
1 
.. 

r42 29 119121 .. ...... 1212 
I 

20
1

18931 647 I 

' I ~24~1879 !OID 
I I 1888 103 

I 411890 1025 
!25,1890 115 

2211890 118 
1181890 3 

'[4, 9 

1

22189v8· 7 1 

124118901 ' 5 
5'1891 102 

181)891 133 

I I I 12618911 89 
' 147 

1 2 11392! {148 ' 
2911893' !50 I 

;::; 
t':l 
"tl 
0 
;::; ..., 
0 
"'i 
1J1 ..., 
> ..., 
t':l 
t':l z 
0 ..... z 
t':l 
t':l ;::; 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-B-(Continued) 
d 

Loeation of IIea<lgnte I " Date of 0 b:l ·~ '0 

~"' ~~ Priority 7. 0 0 
Post-Office ..... 3 " "' > Stream Nnuw of Claimant Address :\a me of Ditch 0 ~ "' d 

!>lonth jnjn·., t "' ;d ~.:; d 
d I I I ~ 0 "' t::l ~ Sij sIT fR I County c. -<: 1;:. ~ 

rD 0 --- ---

·······-----~Irrlg. I I I 
.... !Jan, 

"':! 
Hepubli~an river. .. Marr, Lorenzo O!~lbcrston Marr Ditch ... 4.29 161 3 311Hitchcock ,22 1894 11 ...... 
Republican river .... Anderson, Anders ... B£>:-~kclman Anders Anderson Ditch ... Irrig, 2. I 11 1137Dundy ...... .... \Jan. 1261894 151 ;d 

;d Republican river .. . Groesbeck & Cannon .. .. ~lax Groesbeck Ditch ... ...... Irrlg, 10. 10~ 1 37 Dundy ...... .... March ,271894 153 ...... 
Republl!.!an river ... Thomas, A. J ........ .. Haigler Thomas Ditch Trrfg. 2 . 24: I. 40,Dundy ...... June I 5)894 154 Cl . .... 

Republif'an river. .. Ballard, Henry L ... I Oxford Ballard Ditch. frrig. 8. s' 3121 Furnas ........ .. 
1June 91894 91 > ..., 

Republican river ... Wilcox, F. s ... .:McCook Wilcox Ditch .. Irrig. 4.50 32 3 29 Red Willow ... .. Oct. 4;1894 109 ...... 
Retmblicnn river . Delaware-Hickman Ditch 

1 . !rrrig.; 
0 

Co. ....... - ............................... [ Benkelman Df'lnwnrr-IIirkman Ditch 20. 17 1 37 Dundy ........... .han. 71895 157 .z 
Repnhli('fin ri\·er .. Allen, E. M., et al 1 \mpnhoe Allen Trr. Ditch .. Irrig., 14. 2 3 26

1 
Red Willow ..... Jan. 261895 110 ~ 

Republican river .... Spooner, J. A ... ............. ·Parks Private Ditch .. Irrig.: 1. 25 40 Dnndy .............. ,Oct. 71897 . 413 ...... 
Republican river ... Lee, Wm . .. ·········-·-······--·····:· McCook ....... Harmon Ice Pond Ditch Ice 10. 32 29 Red Willow .... Jan. !22 1000'. 535 Cl 
Republican riVer ... Walsh, Patrick :'\frCook ·······I Walsh . Canal.. ......... Irrig_ 11. 35 3 30 Red Willow ·····[Jan. 31 1900 537 ~ 

Republican river ... Rep. Riv. Irr. Co .. .... Benkelman Irrig_ 20. 29, 3s1Dnndy 122 1900 .... 577 :a . ..... Rep. Rn·er Irr. Canal.. • .• 
1
Aug, > Republican river ... Eller, '1'. A. et al.. '!'renton Campbell Canal Irrig.'_ 9.14 9 2 34 Hitchcock .... July 13 1906 .. .... . 1 828 >< 

Republican river ... DiC'kson, w. H .. I I 

H1910 

Ul 
Holme:;:, II. R. .................. Denver Haigler Res. ~o. 2 ......... Irrig. 2-L '!!7 1 41 Dundy . .. ,April • I f)!)j > R-epublican River .. Rogers, w. N. I McCook ~haflf'land Park Ditch ..... I.& p 38. 26 3 29 Red "'Tillow Jan. 3 1911 .. '1019 z 

Uepublican river ... McConnell Bros ··-············--· Trenton ............ ).JcConnell Bros. Irr . Co. Irrig. 180. 10 3l Hitchcock y•n. 12311911 . ........ 11055 t::l 
Republican river. .. Hurst, J. c. et &1....-·---··- Trenton . H. D. Irr. Canal.. Trrlg. '· 28 z, ::1.1) Hitchcock March 211911 .. ......... 1008 

t::l Republican river ... 0appel, Gco. McCook ............ Geo. Cappell Ditch lrrig. 1. -r, HJ 3 301Red Willow May I 1)911:·· ... ·ilOOO ;d 
Republican river .... Rogers, W. ~L McCook Shadeland Park Ditch Trrig. 7. 2-) 29,Rert Willow .. 8ept, 21911 . ......... :n29 > 
Republican river. .. Anderson, C. et Cottonwood Ditch ... Irrig. 3.3-1 36'Dund~· 19 19121 ... ···-··· 1172 ...... 
Republican river .. . Rupert Ditch Co ... Culbertson Rupert Ditch Trrig. 20. 32 32iRcd Willow ... 119:1912 .... 1192 z 

...... ····-···················· > Republican river .... Pringle, Geo. N .. 
-- ···::::·::.1 ~~~~~-~-----~~-~-~-~---··· frrig. 17. 20 1 391Dundy '181912• .. ······· 1202 Cl 

Republican river. .. Rep. Riv. Pow. P'wt-r
1 

:lOO. 10 1 9 Webster Aug, 261912 ·········· 1221 l'i 

Rrmub. riv. S. Fk. Guthrie & Co. I Guthrie & On P"wcr 
I 

Sept. 11~18ITI1006* "" -lOO, 34 TNuckolls <C 
Repub. rfv. 8. Fk Karr, J. W .... Benkelman . ..... Karr's Ditch ... ..... Irrig,l 2. 20 37 Dundy .. .. July 2811894 155 . 01 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-B--(Continued) 

Btrenm Name of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address Name of Ditch 

-----~c-~~~---,---~~---'----~~~,--~~ 

Repub. rfv o So Fk Riverside Ditch Co. .. Benkelman Riverside Ditch ....... . 
Jtepub. rlv. S. Fk McDonald, J. A....... Benkelman McDonald Ditch .. . 
Repub. riv. S. Fk Askey, B. R. ·····-·-------- Oxford. ____ Askey Irr. Ditch ... . 
Repub. rlv 0 So Fk Bailey. W. J .. .. ____ Oxford ..... . .. W. J. Bailey ... 

Hock creek. Highland, E. F., et aL Denver, Colo. Phelan Ditch 
r~ock creek .. . Owens, J 0 8., et al ........... Parks Owens' Ditch ... . 
•iock creek ............... . 
Rock creek .. . 

Camt•bell, R. R ................ Parks ....... : ........ [Rock Creek Ditch Oo .. . 
Benkelman J,_ Asso ...... Benkelman ...... Benkelman IAght Asso. 

Sappa creek. Zulauf, Geo. W..... .,tamford 'stamford Mills .......... . 

Iii 

I
s"" ~ 
" ~ ~ "d 

I~~ i~ 
10 I~~ 

Irrlg. 13. 
Irrfa- 0 .79 
frrig. ··I 

Irrig.! .64! 
I 

Irrigo: 4.29 
Irri1:.! .36 
lrrig. 33 
p·wer 20. 

J:>"wer 

I 
Date of 

Location of Headgate I Priority 
0 
z 

S) T) R \ County : Month IDIYr. 
'--'---~~ 

291 I I 

361 ~I~=~; ::::::::::::/~::!: 
51 3j 21 Furnas ............ 

1

Aug. 

tl, 3121

1

Furnas .......... Sept. 

171 1 39 Dundy --~-!Dec. 
31l 21 39

1

Dundy ---··--··March 
13 2 40 Dundy ·--········-·· Dec. 

8 11 39Dundy ............. 1Nov. 

' I I I 
21 1 21 20:Harlan ............ ,1 

I 

I ' 
5,189<1 156 I . 

13 1901

1 

.... _ I 644 
261913 .. 1311"* 

, s,,l9131·---·······118Zl 
31 -18&11 13R : 

::1::1 ........... : 
30 1912 ·-····-·····; 1245 

-----------1 
I 

*997 1--

Seep water ... Anderson, Anders ......... Max ... Sagebrush Ditch 

I 

lrrig.! I 5 I , 
1

1 

36'Dundy 
' I 
:JuJy i 130.1' 

Spring creek. ........... Carlon, J. 0 ............................ Henkelman Benkelman Ditch .... Irrle.l 1.2J 19 1! 37 DundY .............. 
1

Dec. 
I! 

31 1896 

Stinking Vfater ck Chase Co. Land & Live 
Stock Co ... Beatrice ............ Chase Co. L. & L. S. rrrh:.i 

Stinking Water ck McLain, Frank .. Imperial ......... McLain Ditch ........... ----~----·-· lrr1g. i 
Stinking Water ck L. B. Kellar Est... ~~atmeta . ... Chase Co. L. & L. S. 

Co. • Ditch 7. -----------------·--- Irrig. 
Stinking Water ck Chase Co. 1~. & L. S. Co Beatrice Chase Co. L. & L. S. 

Co., Ditch 6 ........... ---·-········ lrrlg_' 

Stinking Water ck Chase Co. L. & L. S. Co Beatrice -------- Chase Co. L. & L. So 1 I Co., Ditch !§ ______________________ Irrl_g-.: 

2.86 10! 
2.5<' 281 

4.57 361 
' 

2. ]J 

7i 381Chase 
7i 37,Chase 

71 371Chase 

7! as 1 Chase 

I 

1.50, 14 
1 

7 38
1 

Chase 

I 
:March 10 189-t' 57 

....... ______ iSevt . 24 1894 65 

Dec. 
1 { 12 

21 1894, 175 

Jan. 281891 76 

...... /an. 29'1R9!l 77 

373 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-B-(Concluded) 

~tream 
Post· Office 

Nanw of Claimant j Address 
I 

I 
I 

Stinking Water ek .Chase Co._ L. & L. S. Co I ncatrice 

Stfnkl11g Water ek Chase Co. L. & L. S. Co 

1 

Beatrice 

Stinking Water ck Kilpatrick Bros ............... : B~atrice 

Name of Ditch 

Chase Co. L. & L. s. 
Co., Ditch 3 .. rrrlg-. 

Chase Co. L. & L. s. 
Co., Ditch L rrrl£:> 

Chase -Co. L. & L. s. 
Co., Ditch 1... frrig-. 

Stinking Water ck Troutman, A. 0. 
Stinking Water ck Krotter, F. C ... 

Palisade .......... E. L. Light & Power Co. P'wer 
Palisade ... },_ C. Krotter No. 2 .......... Trrig. 

Turkey creek. ......... Wilt Polly __ -------------· Naponee .. P'wcr, 

--~-- ----- I -Date-:; 1-o-. --
t; '::1 'I LoC'ation of Hendgate 1 Priority 1 ~ 0 

~ ~ ~- S 
1
1 T 

1
1 R I County I Month /D/Yr.l ~ i 

m _I _I I ___________ I _I I 

I. 71 l1 ~R Ohase 1 Jan. 2!1 tsry'l 7-~ 

. !')l ll 3R Chase .Tune 2718!1'1 "' 

.'i.1 4 38 Chase ..... ,.Tun~ ~n lS!V'i o7 
:m. :m !l3:Hay~s .Ttne 30 100~ 907 

3. W:i 5 !lt Hayes :nee. 15i!D10 1016 
I 

16 Franklin [Dee. :n 1874 183 i"'. 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-C~iConcluded) 

Stream !\;lllH.' of Claimant 
l'ost-Offi<'e 

Addrt>ss 

Little Blue river .. / ~lyf'r:'l & Sidf'nbnrg /oak 
I.ittle B1ue river ... Larkin, M. E ...... ·······'Hastings 

Xauw of llitch 

I 

'Oak Mill-Race 
Crystal T.ake 

I 
... \I.JO"wf'r 
.... Stor 

t-= '1-<_2 

"' 
~ 

~ 

~ 
~r. 

l.fi 

L<wation of lil'ad~ute I Date of 
Priority 

j---- ~---
I I I I Month \n\Yr. S !T 1H f'ountr 
I I I I I 

1G 3 .'i ~uckolls I 
27 r. 10 Adams Aug . ,171912 

"" <0 
00 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ • 

~ 
M 
"0 
0 
~ 
>-3 

c 
:--: 0 

0 
"'l 

;i'< 

~ c: 
6 " 

r:n 
>-3 
> 

~ <1 >-3 
M 

991* 
.. 1219 

M z 
C'l .... z 
M 
M i ~ 

~ 
~ 

' ~ 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-D-
-=~~=--====-~===-==~=-====~=== 

;~l,oention-:Ie:u~~n i<' I frf~~~~~ ~~-~- -~ I 
Post-Offif'e 

:-o:trenm Nnnw of Claimant Addrf'ss X a me of Ditch 

near creek ... Wat. Wks. Institute for 
Feeble-Minded D&Ir 

··-----1 Lincoln 
I 

··············1 York 

Wolfe, J. V. 

Beaver creek. ......... Wright, G. D ... P'wer 

Blne Rh'er, Big... Ho1nw:;\'ille M. & P. Oo. HolmesyiJ1e Hnlmi"s\·illc M. & P. Co. P'wm 
Blue River, Big ...... C. R. & Q. R. R. Oo. l.in<'oln .......... C'. B. & Q. Pipe I,ine ---1!rril-:". 
Blue River, Big ...... C. B. & Q. R. R. Co ...... Linf'oln C. B. & Q. Pipe I~lne ..... ifrrig. 

Blue River, Big ...... Boyes, Burdette .. i Seward I P'wcr 
Blue River, Big ...... Ashton, Edmund J , Lincoln P'wpr 
Blue RJver, Big ...... Holmesville M. & P. Co.IHolmesviUe Holmesville :M. & P. PI.IP'wcr 
Blue River, Big Jacobs, K.. ·············I Staplehurst ____ !,Jacob's Elec. Light Plant~P-wPr 
Blne River, Big ..... Blue Riv. Pow. Co ............. 

1

Seward ........... 1 Hi.!.!" HI1w 1'. l'lH 11t Xo. :! .. !1 P"m•r 
Blue River, Big ...... Olmst(>atl, F:dwin ............... Soward Olm~teact Flee. Pit.. :p·\\'Pr 
Blue River, Big ...... Steinmeyer, Geo.. . .......... Holmesville Jloag Pow. Pit. ~-P'wt>r 
Blue River, Big ...... Stcinmoyer, Geo... ..

1
Holmesville Barn<>$ton Pow. Pit. P'wt>r 

Blue River, Big... Boyffi, Burdette Seward Blw~ Riv. Po. ~o. 3 ... P'wt•r 
Blue River, Big _____ :\Iar<>S, Frank Wflber :\lan--s Irr. Canal .... !rrri.~. 
Blue River, Big ...... HoyPS, Burdette... Seward Blue Ri\'Cr Power Plant .... ~P'wcr 

Blue River, Big... Wither~. Martha F... IDysscs Ulysses Flour Mill... ·······1 P'wer! 
Blue River, Big... Beardslee, Chas. 0... Lincoln Power Station ~o. L. ....... P'wt:>r 
Blue River, Big _____ Ilt>anl-.le.e, Chas. 0... Lincoln Power Statton Xo. 2 ........ P'wt•r 
Blue River, Big ___ &~anlslee, flhas. 0... Lincoln Power Station Xo. 3 ........... P'wpr 

1 

Blue River, Big ______ HeanL.;;Iee, Chas. 0... Lincoln Power Station No. -L ......... P'wer 
Blue River, Big _____ Beardsh>(', (':has. 0 ............ Uncoln Pmnr Station No.6 ...... P'wer, 
Blue RJver, Big. ____ C. B. & Q. R. R. Oo ...... Lincoln C. B. & Q. Pipe Line ...... frrig, 

HII I I I I I i ; 
:- ;,: I S 1 T I R County )louth IDiYr.[ ;::; < 
-7 I I I I I 

--~-------- -;~--

Yay '2o]llms ' L 36 4 6e:Gage 

10 2-w \York 

2 7
1
Gage 

40. 

r.oo. 
:21 7,Gage 
2"1 11 

200.00 tn! n 
3!&-want 

4eiS£'warrt 
•')()(}, 

.';()()_ 

41. 
100. 

-tf' Saline ...... 
7e:Gage 

26 12 ~f'[' Reward 
:3:2 9 2e,Sewant 

1:2 ,_, 

Nov. 

April 

11 1>78 963 
I 

... 1882 1021 
1038 

451 

.... 1.. 10·U 

-fillY 
: Oct. 
May 

.. ;~OV. 

Jan. 
f)(•(•. 

... ;Feb . 

I 8 191o, 
!31 1910

1 

.. 

1911 --·· 

i 1006 
1035 

... 1100') 

···[1135 
11';3 

100. 

5 " R 

~:Sewar«1 

. 'i
1

Gage 

'I Gage 
-t Saline 
-t!Saline 
-t 1Saline 
2jllutler 
•·saline 
4 Saline 
!lGage 
nGage 
7 Gage 

I Feb. 

·············l~:r 

:13 1911 
31191.2 

17-1Dl2 
18 1912 

18 191:l 
13 1912 

12 1913 
28•1913 

311914 
1711914 
171914 
1711914 

1
::: 
1265 
1314 

12.~· 

1349* 

l353 t:m. 
1-t). 

" 10 

13 
4 

1 
9 3 Seward 

'Feb. 
Feb. 
;Feb. 
Feb. 
:\I arM 
April 

~!~:~ 
30 191-l 

1

1 

t354 
j13'>5* 
1:v .. J* 

1.1Q:Y' 

130'i* 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-D-(Continued) 

i -:.: I i Date of I 
~ :.= ~ !: Lol·ation of Hf'nU~ate I Priority 

.Stream Name of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address ~nme of Pitch I~~ i ~ i--
1 

I I : -- ----~ 
______ _:_ __________ jP __ j_" j SFiR.L Co~~~~-J~ontbh\Yr. 1 

I 
I 
July 16 1895 . 

... ··- ....• July 1818!n· .. 

Turkey creek ..... ···!Lane. J. K ... 
I 

Hill ........ iP'werl 7 3f' Saline 1 Plca:o:ant 4 

'rnrkey crook. ...... Lane, J. K ... .......... Plea~ ant Hill i Lane's Model Ditch ........ lrrrig. .0'.1 4 7 3e Saline 
•.rurkey Creek ....... - 1 J.ane. J. K Plea~ant Hill1

1 

I.ane's Model Ditch .......... , lrrig·. . Saline 

0 
;,; 
0:: 
~ 
0 
Q 

0 
z 

" 0. 
""l 

81 
84 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-E-(Continued) 

Post-Ofliee 
A<lllress 

<:: I Date of 0 
::; ~ ~ -o Location of Headgnte l'riority ;,(, 

~~ i~l-~--,· 1 'I I! f-:.ti'enm Xnme of Claimant Name of Ditch 

~~~!: :~::::::::::::I~~.:. ~~~:· .t-
:g ___ Jj "~L!I~~-- county Month

1

11D11Yr. 0 

l~rrig. 55
1
Kimball ............ 

1
Dec. 

J.odge Pole ............ !Gunderson, A ....... . 

Kimball I nay State Ditch. 
Sidnry 1..\dams & Tobin Ditch ... 1trrig. 

Lodge Pole .... ·······--ICallallan, Chas .. . 
Lodge Pole ......... Callahan, Cha~ 

Pott£>r [Gunderson Ditch.... . ·l'trrfg. 
''Heiney Runge Ditch No. 1. .. . .,rrrlg. 
,;;idJWY Rllnze Ditch :\"o. 2. j!rrig. 

Lnrtge Pole... And~rson, John.. Sictn('y Anderson Ditch ~o. [Irrfg. 
Lodge PolE'.... Bennett Live Stoek Co. Kimball .... I Circle Arrow Ditch. . ...... Irrig. 

Lodge Pole... Pomeroy, F.. V. S .• et al \;\idncy ... Urhaf'h Ditch............. ·······II
1

rrrri
1
gg.· 

Lodge Pole.. DeGraw, Geo... . ......... Sirln<'y ..... ,Hale Ditch ::'\o. 3 

. ... 'I frrig-. 

:Bootl1 B 

Lodge Pole. DeGraw, Geo... . ..... Slclney ------~Hale Ditch ~o. 4 .. 
f.odge Pole .......... I Hale, L. H... SidneY Hale Dftch No. 5 
Lodge Pole ........ Whitney, W. •.r •.. 

1 

Seattle, W .... i T.ower Whitney Ditch .. . 
Irrig. 

!rrrig. 

Canal Irrig. 
McAuliffe Diteh ••• 

1 

Irrlg. 
Kinney Ditch ~0. Irrig. 

~:~~:: ;~;: :: ••••••••••. ,1 ~~~~~~fffe~ir~~ -.... · ... · .. ·.·.··.•.•.•.•.•.·.··.:·.·.··.·.··.•.•.•.11 ~Kll~m:oblll~. cllii ... 
J.odge Pole ............. 'Kinney, J. J. _ " 

I 

I 
Lodge Pole ............ !Libby, H. H .. .... !Libby Ditch .. ............... lrrrlg. 

I 

-------·--·1 Lodge Pole 

Lodge Pole .. 
r.odge Pole ... 
Lodge Pole .... 
Lodge Pole ... 

I ! 

·················· Irrlg. 
...... ... trrfg. 

No. 3 .. ... Irrfg. 
.. .. Irrlg. 

I • k" ......... IDle mson, F ........................ , Lodge Pole 
...... Howard, A. T ................... 

1

1L_otlgc Pole .... 'Howard Ditch 
........ Krueger, Rlcharrl ............... Sidney ... . .... 1 Krne_g-er Ditf'h 
..... IWolt, H. D..... . ............. ;Chappel! ....... :wolf Ditch .. . 

1.50 29 15 
1.14 35 14 
1.43 14 
1.71 20 14 
0.50 !0 14 
2.50 8 14 
3.71 30 15 
0.88 14 14 
0,.157 36 14 
0. 71 36 14 
0.5i; 36 11 
2.29 31 14 

4.29 2!i 14 
2.29 21 13 
2.n 33 1.5 

2. 36 14 

1.14 26 14 
0.86 31 14 
1.14 32 14 
1. 18 13 

50 Cheyenne . Oct. 
52 Cheyenne .... June 
50 Cheyenne . Aorn 
50 Cheyenne ........ April 
51 Cheyenne ........ June 
54 Kimball .... July 

51 Cheyenne Sept. 
49 Cheyenne Aprll 
49 Cheyenne . ....... April 
49 Cheyenne ... April 
48 Cheyenne .. May 

47 Cheyenne May 
45 Deuel ................ Dec. 
56 Kimball Dec. 

471Cheyenne •••• 
1
oec. 

I 
47.1Cheyenne Jan. 
47 i Cheyenne ........ April 
48; Cheyenne ...... May 
45;Deuel . ... Dec. 

31 1876 347 
11878 368 
1,1879 3Q5 

15i1880, 3.19 
15 1882 338 
30.1882 ~73 

1 1882 346 
1,1882 3Q8 

301883 320 
30 1883 321 
3Q 1883 322 
i 1:1883 317 
' )309 
i'llR'I'<. ( 310 
, n tSSt 814 
!at )gg4! 348 

r 312 
' J 313 

1311!1!4,1 314 
l315 

1 188!) 969 

,10 1885 336 
i llSS'i 
31 1885 

323 
813 

t;J 
0 
> 

0 ::d 
z I:; 

"' 0 "' < "i 
..... 
::d 
::d ..... 
Cl 
> 
>-3 ..... 
0 
,?': 
:II 
Ci 
:II 
::::: 
> 
>-< w 

> z 
I:; 

I:; 
::d 
> ..... z 
> 
Cl 
M 

0 .... 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-E-iContinued) 

X a HI\.' of Claimant 
Po~t-OftkP 

Ad 1l r(>~~ X:tme of Pilch 

Lodge Pole.. 
1
nennett, L. S. Co. . .. 1

, '-\imhall i Mdntosh Ditch !rrrig. 

~~:~: ~~~:::: ........ ~:~:~~l~t ~i6_ar~. ::::·.:·::::::: i ~!:-!~:; .. ~ ~~~;~~~ls~i~:n~~- ..... :::::: :~;~;:: 
J.r,dge 

Lodge 
Lodge 
T.odge 
Lodge 
Lodge 

Pole. 
Pole 
Pole ... 
Pole .. 
Pole ... 
Pole ... 

Lodge Pole .. . 
Lodge Pole ... . 

Ledge Pole ... 

Lodge Pole .... 
Lodge Pole ...... . 
Lodge Pole. 

Borgquist, C. E ................ !~irtncy __ IBorgquist CanaL ........ 'rrrig. 
Whitney, W. T. . . -------i Seattle, W ...... ~Upper Whiteny Ditch .......... Irrlg. 
McLaughlin, M. ················iSidnC!y ·····IMcLaughlin Ditch ................ Irrig. 
DeGraw. Geo ................ l~irlnf'l' -----~·laic Ditch No. 1---- Irrlg. 
Mitchell, J.. . .............. ! S:rlney ....... . ... : Irrlg. 

~~:~~~o:.ohJ:~~e ... ::::::::::::::::I ~~~~::~n, ···row·~ ~~~:~:e~lt~~tch. -~--~~;;!: ~ 
Kinney, L, C ... ··················!·Pine Bluffs, 

1 

Wyo ............ :Pr('rnfer D!trh !Irrlg. 
Kinney, S. A .................. I Pine Bluffs, j j 

Wyo ........... ;Smced Dlt<'h 'lrrlg. 
Clinton, Iowa Bordwell Ditch 'rrrlg, Charlton, Jessie 

Eubank, John ... 
...... Cook, Chas ... 

...... IKimball ............ 1 Polly Ditch ..... 'Irrlg. 
........ IPine Bluffs, I I 

Lodge 
J .. odge 
Lodge 
Lodge 

Wyo ............ 
1
rnrtependent Ditch.. . ...... 

1
Irrlg. 

Pole.. Howe, H. H... . .. :Kimball ........... 
1 

....... ..... ·········iirrig. 
Pole ............. Kinney. J. J ................... I Kimball ............ 

1

·Kinney Ditch..... ·Irrlg. 

Lodge 
Lodge 
Lodge 
Lodge 

~~!::: .......... ~ ~~:;,' :. . F~---·· ........ ::::::.! ~::aal~1 
······::. ~ ~~~~~r D~~:=h· ·····:::::::::::I~;;;:: 

~~l: •• --••••••• ~~E~t':~·cs. ···------------··:;.:~~;: Pol• f~:~~~~·:h~~~h2 jElr 
Pole ......... Persinger, A. B. . ............... : Lortge Pole ... Per~lnger Ditch...... . ......... Irrlg. 

llnte of 
r•riority 

I I I S I '1' I H 
I I I 

_____ I 0: 

~, 11!"' 
Com1ty . ~(outh IDIYr.

1 
,-.. 

________ I .1_ ----,---

3.31 23 15 55 Kimball ............ April 
2.29 32 14 48;Cheyenne ...... .'Oct. 
1. 29 34 14 49

1 

Cheyenne April 
0. 71 34 14 49 Cheyenne April 
2.29 36 14: 49, Cheyenne ........ May 
I. I 2<; 14! 48:0heyenne ... May 
1.14 36 14 4:9 Cheyenne ........ July 
0.86 8 14 51 Cheyenne ....... Sept. 
2 .29l 28 141 47 Cheyenne July 
1.431 35 14, 49 Cheyenne ...... Aug. 

I 
2.43 3 H M Kimball Aprfl 

1.431 8 14 58 Kimball April 
0.86 35 14 49 Cheyenne ........ April 
D. 79· 30 15 51 Kimball ............ May 

I 

3.14 14 58 Kimball May 
0.-t.:{ ao 1 :'! :n Kimball May 
2. 33, 15 56 Kimball .jMay 
0.50 33

1 

15 57 Kimball .. ;May 
1.14 31 15 56 Kimball ............ I June 
0.43 31 14 46 Cheyenne June 
o. 43 36 14 49 Cheyenne June 
9.14! 3 13! 46 Deuel 1 June 
4. 57 33 14 46 Deuel .................. J1me 

16 1886 351 
1101886 

1

301887 
,301887 

11887 

11887 
I 1887 
1 188i 

31 1888 
11888 

11 1889 

12 1889 
27 1889 

61889 

61889 
6 1889 

14 1889 
28.1889: 

41889 
10 l&'l9 

32! 
301 
300 
316 

966 
::ns 
30! 
330 
303 

340 

3!1 
302 
342 

3!3 
344 
3!5 
349 
350 
333 

26 18S9 319 
25,1889 296 
251889 297 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-E-(Continued) 

'2 ....., Date of 
:.2~ 3-. _ Lo(·ntion of IIP<tdgatt> Priority ;,;:, 

~li'<':l.lll ..'\'nme of Claimant 
l'ost-Otfkt• 

.AtlllJ'{'SS X a me of Ditch 
~~ t;:; ~ ,I 

.8 2 - ---------- ------ ' 
- ~ I I I i I I --

~..-:_ ~ bf. SIT I HI County :\Ionlih iDIYr.l O 
- __ .,_, __ ! I I ----···--1 I I P 

Lodge 
Lodge 
Lodge 

--------~------;-----·-------1 

Pole .............. Krueger, Richard ................. Sictney Krueger Ditch No. L. . .... , Irrlg. 
Pole ........... _. Bennett, L. 8. Co ............ K mball Brady Ditch. . ..... [rrrtg. 
Pole. Gross, Chas. J ..... bnc Bluffs, 1 

Wyo. . ........... Hoover D!tch ......................... Irrlg. 
Lodge Pole Bentl('y, R. :M.. Potter .. -Ickes Ditch ........ _

1

rrrlg. 

~~~:: ~~!:::: ~~r~~r8d, '1F.i.··------------------··· ~~~~~n .......... ~~~:. ~!~~~-&- Poli;···n·.-~~~;::: 
Lodge .Po1e. Thornstensen, Nels .. Christenson Ditrh ................ Irrh:. 
Lodge Pole ·········-· j 'I'hornsten.sen, Nels ............. -.;idney .. I Christenson Ditch No .L .. IIrrig. 
Lodge Pole .......... _.

1 

'l'rog-nitL, Chns Sidney .. :'l'rognitz CanaL ................... Irrig. 
Lodge Pole ............. Oberfelder, R. S ............... 

1

'Sidncy ··IObcrfclder Ditch ............. _._ Irrlg. 
Lodge Pole ............ ,Krueger, Richarct ............. Sirlncy .............. 

1

Riehard I{ruegcr Dltch ...... 

1

Irrig. 
lodge Pole ............ IAnderson, .T... . ........... Sidney .............. Anderson Ditch No.2 ...... Irrig. 

Lodge Pole ............. : A•lnms, .1. :M •.. ·······i Potter .............. 1'1\fylanmg•hsoiDmitcDh.l.t·c·h--............... ·. Ilrrrrll_ gg •• 
Lodge Pole .. [ Lyngholm, N. P. .. . ...... Sidney . 

Lodge Pole ··-···------~1.\dams. J. M.... Potter.... ]Adams Ditch .

1

Irrig. 

~~~~:: ~~!:· ··--·-··· .. Dickinson, F.... . :::::::::::::::1 1r1 ;'oi~~ggcc····-~p···o~-l~-ec·.· .. · ___ :_._ .• ~·u::l::l•o:::c•.•k:::: Can·a··~·--··········· ........ :,:irr~~r:i·~g·. 
Lodge Pole ::::::::::::l~~~~~~k~· "~:---c·:: . u. u . 

Lodge Pole ............ IForsling, Alt.. ........................ Kimball ............ ~laltese Cross.. . ............. !rrrig. 
J.odge Pole ............ Kinrwy, L. C...... .. ; Blish nell .... !Bushnell Ditch...... . ... !Irrig. 
J.odge Pole ......... Wiegand, Henry G ............ Chappell !Wiegand CanaL. ····IIrrlg. 
Lorlge Pole Neuman, A. G ................... 'Chappell .......... Neuman C. No. 1 & 2 Irrig. 
I.orlge Pole ............ McHatton, James W ......... Chappell I Wertz Bros. Ditch .... ilrrig.l 
Lodge Pole ............. Neuman, G. R. Chappell .......... Neuman Ditch........ . .. jlrrlg., 
I.odge Pole ......... Johnson, J. C. ··---·Chappell ....... :Johnson Ditch.......... .'frrig. 
I.odge Pole ............ Bennett. T.. St. Co .......... Ch'ync Wyo .. !Bennett L. S. Res ............ Irrig. 
t,orlge Pole.. Nasland, J. A. ChapJ)eJl .......... :xasland Ditch ......... lrrrig. 

3. 129 .n 28 

' 

14 48 Cheyenne .. June 
15 54 Kimball ............ I Aug. 

1. 43 12 H 59 Kimball ............ Sept. 
2.50 33 14 50 Cheyenne .... March 
1.43

1 

14 521Cheyenne ... 'July 
2.67 26 15 56,Kimball .. Oct. 

.57 14 51 Cheyenne Aurn 

. 43 7 14 51. Cheyenne ........ , Ailril 
1. 36 14 50:Cheyenne ... 1June 
2. 31 14 46 CheYenne Dec. 
1. 29 14 48 Cheyenne May 

.57 10, 14 5IiCheyenne .. June 
1.43 10 14 52'Cbeyenne ........ Sept. 

. 36 u 14 51 Cheyenne .. Nov. 

.50 10 14 52 Cheyenne ... Aug. 
2.29 33 14 47,,Cheyenne May 

. 14 30 15 53· Kimball . March 

.57 4 13 46 Deuel ..... .. Feb. 

.21 36 15 571Kimball .. May 
3. 2 14 581Kimball .... 

1

April 
2. 17 13 45.Deuel ..... .. .. May 
1.89 36 13 45 Deuel ........... June 

Feb. 2. 86 12 13 46 Deuel 
1.29 26 13i 45.Deuel ...... 

.:3o :?:3 1:~ 45 D<>uel 
:2Z.29 21 IS 55 Kimball 

.90, 12: 45 Deuel 

Aprll 
April 
March 

.... April 

26 1889 325 
16 1889 352 

4 1889 353 
251891, 329 
118911 3n 
11891: 354 

15 18\la 366 

'1151893 367 
1 1893 365 

301893 306 

11894 968 
11891 372 

I 1
1
1894· 370 

1 189-1 337 

' 111895 
'tO 1896 
, alts9i . 
16,1898. 

369 
967 

381 
437 

16 1898. 454 
15it899 ....... 504 
:311900 .... 563 
12 1900 ... 565 
14 1001 ........ 600 
17.1901! 611 
17,1901

1

• 612 

13:19021 657 
16it902l ........... 661 



~tl'enru 

CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-E-(Continued) 

~a me of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address X:1me of Ditch 

- -
, ~ I Date of 0 z ~ ~ ~ "'=' Location of Hendgnte I Priority 
~ .... c.~ ...., 'l) I 
·- .,... ......., ~--------' I ~ = ~ .-: 
i < ? ~ .. 1

, s 1
1T

1
1RI ~~ t IM h

1j II 'I ~ ·--~--if,_ -__ l_l __ l ·- ~vun y , ' ont D Yr. 0 

1

-Dix-- ................... ·) C!a1:c~ -S~--- -~~tch-........ 
1

1rrrig. .57 ?7 15 54 Kimball . ··-···· July 25
1

:1002· -. -. --683-

Di I Cl N S D't h ........ 
1

• Irrig., .57 26 15 54 Kimball ........... July :J:51902 68 
Ch~yne ---~;~JBc~~:~~ L·. S·. ~o;s_ D. Irrtg, 1.87 23 15 55 Kimball Oct. ·J~:l~ 69: 
Kimbail IForsling Ditcil Irrig, 1.50 3-1 15 57 Kimball April 2-t!too3 703 

Lodge Pole ......... --~Clausen, John .... . 
Lodge Pole ........... Clausen, John .. 
Lodge Pole ............. Bennett. 1 •. St. Co. 
Lodge Pole... I Porsling, Alf. 
T.orlge ,Pole. Forsling, C. A ... Kimball ! [rrig. 1.8~ 33 1"> 56!KimbaJl ;July 25 1190:l TIS 
Lodge Pole.. Uickcl. L. W '{irnball ------------~ :~il'kt'l Ditcil Irrig, f)'J ~0 15 55-Kimball .... ___ lAue. 31900 719 
Lodge Pole .. . 
Lodge Pole .. . 
Lodge Pole ... . 
Loflge Pole ... 
Lodge Pole .. 
Lortge Pole 
J.odge Pole ...... 
T.oclge Pole 
Lodge Pole .. 
Lodge Pole .. 
Lodge Pole .. 

Lodge Pole .. 
Lodge Pole ... 

Sidney .............. Pomernry Viteh Xo. Trrig. .57 15 14 5ljCbevenne ... Auu. 201900, '?23 

Bennett. L. ~~~y~:1•1 w·;~~-~(;;~;;~~; :~~:~: .;!~ ~~ :: ~~~~::::~:~~ :~:: ~: ~:: ~: 
Pyle, \V, E Kimball ............ ~ew Ruttner frri~. .11 36 15 57,Kimball Seot. 161003 727 
P.cnnett, L. St. Co. Cb~rnc. Wyo./h~·aseo ... Trrlg. 1.75 29 15 55KimbaU ............ Dec. 151903. 734-
Forsling, Alfrert ........ ··1·Kimbnll [For~li!lg- 1

1
Jrrig.: .79 3-1 13, 57KJmbali ......... pee. 1 61905j... 806 

\Ic~ew, H. C. Tulesbnrg, Colj'-;mith Jrrig.~ 3.57 12' 12 4::iDeuel ........ 
1

Aug. 1181906... 350 
SorterQui~t, PetN 0happeli ......... 'Ralton . IIrrig.: HI.S6 36' 13 45Deuel .............. Jan. I 4.1007.. 847 
Forsling, Clarence :Kimball ..... llrrig-. ~.71! 36 15 51-Kimball ....... -~April 1 91907. 857 

\\"alkcr, I. S. . .... ::{imball ·····--····-----~IIrrrrilg~·. 1.57
1 

::s1· VJI531KimbaU ..... Sept. 
1

!161907 1
.• 869 

Wilkinson. ~trs. John: ..... !Pine Bluff, ' I : I 
I I ' · j \\~yo ...... 
1

Trncy Ditch .50 12• 14- 591Kfmball ..... Sept. 211907 870 
Solierqni.'~t, Peter. ('ha1qwll .... 1 Rnlton ............. -~ !rri.!.{ .· 1~.4 36, 13 46.DeueL.............. Dec. 4 1907 882 

Walker, I. S... .. ........ :Kimball IK!mball Storage .................. lrrlll: .• ~~~~ 36 15 57 Kimball .. 'ADrll 151908 897 

Lortge Pole creek Wilds, '.rnrner .. 
1 

Ohnpp{'ll 'Wilds Ditch ......... , Irrig. .8'5: 11 1:~ -16 Deuel .June 2 1008 904 

Lodge Pole.. Rnttner, CarL. ............. Sitl!wy Rnttner Canal .... I Trrk. . 'i7 30 14 47 Cheyenne .. _._·.· ... ~:~be. 25 1908.. 906 
Lolge l'o]e ........... Bennett J,, St. Co 11-\imball !nennett Ditch Xo. lrrig. l. ~!l ),)' 1)-t Kimball 1'.-- tl WO:J !Hi 

Lodge Pole creek Maginnis, P ............. Kimball .Maginnis Ice Pond "\tor. ., . :!1" 1 r; rm Kimball .. Sept. 19 1911:.. 1127 
I.odge Pole crook Soderqtlist, Peter Cha}IJlell Soderquist Ditcl1 ! Irrig. 2. &3 12 -!l Deuel ....... [Oct. ,221912 .... _ ...... 1237 

: rrrig. 30 14, 48 Oheyenne .......... ;June J..odge Pole creek Kreuger, Wm ... !Sidney Wm. Krueger D. No. ,3() 1913 ...... t;mp 



tJj 
0 
> 
:>;j 
t:l 

CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 1-E-(Concluded) 0 
--=--===;===== 

Stream N arne of Claimant 

I -2 Location of Headgate I Date of I ~ 0 Post-Offlf"e Name of Ditch :a ~i ~ "' , Priority I z 0 
Address z ;g 'g~ I I t z 

:ll " 0 ~ !!IT Rl Oounty MonthiD Yr. ~ ci. 
" ~ " 0 " 0 "' 0 ~ 

"'1 
..... 
:>;j 
:>;j ..... 
Cl 
> 
:j 

Lodge Pole creek Bonnett, Jno. D .. 
Lodge Pole creek Wieganct, H. G .. 
Lodge Pole creek Wiegand, H. G. 
Lodge Pole creek Karl Ruttner D. 

Spg. ck. trlb. to 
Lodge Pole .......... Oberfelder, R. 8. 

---· 

..1 Cheyenne . .... Bennett Res ... 
I I I 

;;/Kimball 
\ I i 

11313 Stor .. 50. I 2:?' 1'> I Aug. lni1913 
: I I Sept. 'itOIHH3 I Chappell .......... Wiegand D. ~o. 3 ... Irrig. 1.2S· Hi I:-! F'I.Dcll{'l ... 1322 

OhappelL ----······Wiegand D. No. 2 Irrlg. .4~ 16 ];~I 4-i Deuel Sept. 110,1913 . .. ... 1323 

I sunol ............ Ruttner, KarL. 1rrig.: 30 11 -!7 Cheyenne )larch ' ']914 t::~-) ~' 

' 
I 

l<lmball I I I ... ···-· 

···-- Oberfelder Ditch .. ········· ··-···· Irrig. ~-~] :n !; -IG'Cheyenne May !w 1889 307! 

0 
~ 
..... 
H 

Ci 
::I1 
~ 
> 
>-<: 

Spg. ck. trlb. to 
Lodge .Pole .......... Chambers, 0. P .............. . 

S. Br. trlb. L. P. Libby, H. H ... 

Flood wat. from 
hill .......................... Fifield, 0. 111 ................... . 

Sidney ·············· I I 

'J9 .... Private Ditch .......... ···········--· Irrig. .04 14 13 51 · Cheyenm~ March II 1895 335 

.... Sidney Spring Branch Ditch .. ·····- [rrlg. .29 36 Jj 47 Cheyenne ······ July 1001 112:3 

Lodge Pole ..... 
' 

i 
I 

Irrig .) 
! 

15: 56 Kimball 
I 

..... Fifield Ditch ........... --------··- .57: 22 ... April 127,1911 . .. .... 1091 
I 

Ul 

> z 
t:l 

t:l 
:>;j 

\ > z 
> 
Cl 
M 

c 
"'' 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISJON 1-E--iConcluded) 
----====== 

~trenm Name of Claimant 

Weeping Water ck Gilmore, Chas. R 
I 

Kcmaha River... 1\Vhite, G. B. 

Post·Onicc 
Address 

X arne of Ditch 

... !weeping W'tcr Gilmore Ditch ... 

I 
Una(lilla White's Res ... 

Ic·e s. 

>. 

Location of Hcadgate 

s T a County 

2 10 lle Cass 

11 R lOOtoc 

Date of 
Priority 

llonth D Yr. I 

Aug. 5 1!)()1 

0 I 

"' i ~ 
~ 

I ~ 
8 

951 

.Aug, 26;Wif. :1373 
---------



Source 

------

BP.aver river ... 
Beaver river ... 
Reaver river ... 
Beaver river .. 
BC'aver river 

CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-A-(Continued) 

:\'arne or Claimant 

I 

I'n:o:t-Oiflr'e t 

.-\tltlt·ess 

Quackenbush, J. W ... 1 -\lbion 
Babcock, H. E ... 
Long, \Vm. M ... 
Rice, H ... 
St. Edward Elec. Co 

Genoa 
\lhion 

--.----

" I ~ !_ Location Xame of Ditch :E 00 Q.) "d ' 

e: ~! ~ ~!-
2~·.o"~l I I <:>;;",<:,)~STiR, 

of Hearlgnte 

I~ I a:; I 
---· --~-

P:onccr Ditch .................. . 
(;~·cat Eastern Canal 
Windmill Irrigation ... 
Albion E. L. & P 
St. Edward Elec. Co . 

Trrig. 
Trrig.' 

3.~; ')<) 20 

' 2-t 1i 
Irrig. .u: 14 17 
P'wer 67. 1 26 20 

County 

6 Boone 
-1 ~ance 

4 Nance 
6 Boone 
5 Boone 

1 

Date of 
Priority 

0 z 0 z 
I 

It 
'~ 

Month D Yr. i_ __ 8 __ i_ ~ 

Dec. 81894 287 
;ran. :?:? 18!)6 2191' 
\farch ~~ 18!)6 1 2i7 
1)rt. ~ 19(11 .! 6:31) 

Feb. 11 1911 1(1'58 

Cedar river. ... ·Xcb. Irr. & Power Co. )rrl •••••••••• 

1 Ccctar Ri-ver Canal .. 

l'"n·cr l'L I 2\ 1.19
1 

rrri~. 17'i. 22 21 
P'wer 200. ' 1?

1 

16 
12 Wheeler •;cpt. 

·.;ept. 
1-t 189~ 2:?1 

Cedar river 

Cedar River ............ 
C'ectar river 
Cedar river 

Cow creek ... 

Dry <'reek, trib. 

:Fl!llerton E. L. & P. Co. Fullerton 

Arnold, F. G ... 
\rnoltl. F. G. 
A.rncld, F. G ... 

McXall,W.A 

Fullerton 
'Fullerton 
Fullerton 

Brownlee 

Fullerton Elec. & Pow ... 

Cedar River Pow. 
Ct'dar River Pmv. 
Cedar River Pow. 

Hcmcstcad Ditch 

Pit. 
Pit. 
Pit. 

P'wcr 
P'we; 

P'"·er 

Trrfg. 

6 Nance 

I 
3-1 17 6 Nam·e 
33 17 61NRn('P 

~00 .. I Sf 18!, 7. N·.·ancc 

2.2'1 7 'l6 2- .....,herry 

\pril 

Sept. 
Oct. 

fuly 

n
1

1H01 

1 'i,1013 
4

1

1913 

81913 

,1'118!14 

6:31) 

127-t* 
1.1:?0* 

. .... 1325 

194 

to Calamus... Fisher, Conrad Fisher CanaL Trrig. 
I 

-t.2'1 2f 231 17 Garfield 27 lOOi 807 Dec. 

Dave creek ... 

Goose creek .. . 
Goose creek .. . 
Goose creek .. . 

Gracie creek ............ 

Lillian Creek. ............ 

Koupal, Frank .. Onl 

Erickson, P. 0. &. J. M. nrewstcr 
Giles, R. P., ct al.. .I .Elsmere 
Crook, F ............................. !Gilt's 

Shoemaker, A. E ... .. I Burwell ...... 

..IDor!s ...... Lundy, Jas. w .... 

- ··· ·· ··················· Irrfg. 

Erickson Ditch 
Giles Ditch ... 

Trrig. 
Trrlg. 

Crook Ditch ........................... Trrfg. 

....... •Gracie H!gh Line ... lrr!g 

....... IL!Il!an Cr. Canal. 
I 

Irrlg._' 

.HI20 19, 14 Valley 

I . 
8. : l~l 2'l! 24 Brown 

10. I 2 25 25 Cherry 
6.80~ 3.1 25, 24 Brown 

.29 
' i ! 

. ....... July 

\prll 
rune 
Tune 

July 29
1 

23l17jLoup . 

1!19: 20 Ouster .............. Oct. 
I 

5. I 

~ 1012 ....... 1207 

~ HIIJi 209 
118Wi 187 
2 18!)8 345 

91897 397 

. u 1912 ............ '12:!3 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-A-(Continued) 
---=========~--= I 

::;:trenn. Name of Claimant Post-Office 
Ad <tress 

Xame of Ditch 
'I ~'il 
c~ 

I~~ 
I~ 

Looking Class ck. Gerrard, E. A. & F. H. .\lonroe I :\lonroc Irr. Ditch. ....... ) frrig. 2.86 
~ 00king Cla~s ck. Babcock, H. E. C<Jlumbus , Great Eastern Canal lrrig. 

r.oup rh·er l'. B. & ''· R. R. Co. l.incoln C.B. & Q.R.R. Pipeline I Irr:g". 
Loup river .. .. Habco(·k, II . E. Columbus Great Eastern Canal ... lrng, (j.t_;fi 

' J.oup river ... Babcock, Jl. E ······i :~clumbus ·····••• .\p;~- Ycrk Canal I frri!!. 300, 
LollP river .. Xcb. Ccn. Irr. Co. ···········\Cdnmbus ..... Columbus Den~lOJ1ll1Cilt Fwcr ~700. 
Lnup rin•r KcPnig, .\rncld " ·I Omaha .... 1P'wer 

Loup Rh·er Bogg-s, Chas. '1' ... i Lincoln Schuyler Dc\·elopment ... p·\\"f'r:..ffi1. 

Loup Rinr 'Bal)('O('k, 11. E. C<JlumblL'~ Paln1er Pow. Plant p·Wl'l 

LOU}l River . Bnb<·of'k, II. E. !Coltnnbn.~ Kent Pow. Plant P'wpr 
Loup River ... Babcock, H. E. [Columbu.<~ ',_t. Paul Pow. Plant .. i l'"'wer 

I I ! ! 

J.oup river, :!'!. 8 ~or. Loup Irr. & Jm. Co I Xorth Loup .. Xorth I.oup Ditch. lrrig. 14!{. 

i 
Loup river, N. Br: r.ee, J. R. . . .... I Lee Ditch .. irrig. ;o. 

Loup rh·er, N. Br:Rurwell lrrig-. Irr. Co ... nnrwcll .......... Burwell Irr. Ditch ... 110. 
l.oup river, N. Br Xt•wtorl Trr. Dist :\[nulton ••••••• 

1 :'-Iewton Irr. Canal. ...... Irrig. 11 1),1·1 
Loup river, N. Br Eri~kson, P. c. Brewster 

1 IInnw~take Irr. Canal... frrig. :n. -t:~ 
l.oup ri\·er, ~- Br' •.rzs('huck Canal Co. Taylor . : l'z~rhnek ('anal 1 [rri.c:. 2.J.2.86 

I.oup River, N. B. Burwell Elec Co .. nnrwelt ............ i Burwell Elc. Pow. P.-. ..... 1P'wer 1000. 
Loup River, N. B. Farmers T.and Co .. Omaha ...... iHomestakc Irr. Canal. !Trrig. 

Loup R. Mid. Br. Sherman c. Irr. Water 
PO\\'P.f & Imp. Co. I Loup City jSherman County Canal P'wcr 125. 

Loup R. Mid. Br. Mid me I.oup Valley Irr I . 
Canal Co ...... ·-· .... ·1 ~argent ··-······ 1 ~lid tile Loup Val. I. c. Irrig-. 560.2~ 

Location of Hcadgate 

S 1' R County 

17 3 Platte 

" 17 3 Platte 

9 12 14 Buffalo 
271 17 4 Nance 
1.} 1) 8 Sance 
27 17 4 Nanre 
82 17 ' Nance 
2.-.: 17 1 Platte 
H 1> 8 Xan<·t• 
1: 17 :; :'\arwt> 

7~ lS fJ \Ierri('k ... 

I 

27 10 1.J Valley 

25 27 29 Cherry 

27 21 17 Loun 
:~i ~3 21 Blaine 
27 23 22 Blaine 
30 22 19 Louo 
10 21 16 Garfield 
27 23 22 Blaine 

2A 17 1e. Valley 

15 21 22 Blaine 

Date of 0 
Priority z 

Jun~ 12~18fl-t 239 
.fan. :2:, 15:lr 

1039 
Jan. 22 18!:16 
April ~8 18!)G 

:.rune 'lU 11}0:5 

Sellt :3(, 19'.'Cil 

.\larch ~ 1912 
Feb. 5 191!~ 
Ft•b. "i I ~ II ;~ 

. Feb. 5 1fll:~ 

[22? 
Aug. 7 l&J; j 228 

L 232 

f188 
Aug. 711Pl j 100 

c z 

·J:Jb 

·.!:HJ 
291 
•jiJJ 

11(13'!J* 

1187 
:o;.j.'}~ 

~~;;n• 

125~ 

[356 1 ...... 

SeJlt, 7 JS!H 22' ' 
Feb. 5 lS~"l ::Wl 
Se!,t. 10 189') 15~ 

.June .5 1800 301 
:\Iar. ~I 1:111 1077 
July ~l Ull2 1210' 

!<'all ol 1888 229 

'June f\ 1IS94 202 

~ 
M 
"0 
0 
~ 

'"' 0 
~ 

I 
1 

rn 

'"' > 
'"' M 

M z 
C'l ..... 
z 
M 
M I 

' ::0 
:~ 
I 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-A-(Continued) 

Stream Name of Olafmant 
Address 

Post-Office N arne of Ditch 

Loup R. Mid. Br. Douglas Grove Irr. Dist. Comstock . ···!Westcott Irr. Ditch. 
Loup R. Mid. Br .. .,hc-:-rnan Co. Irr. Wat. 

Pr. & Imp. Co... Loup City ....... Sherman County CanaL 
Loup R. Mid. Br. I'hedfard Irr. & Pr. Co. Thedford . . Thedford Ditch 
J .. oup R. Mid. Br. Purdum, J. V\7 

•.• Thedford Norway Irr. Ditch .. 

Loup R. Mid. Br. Lillian P. D. & P. Co .. Gates 
Loup R. ~lid. Dr. Lundy, Jas. W... . .... Sargent 
Loup R. 1\lid. Br. C. B. & Q. R. R. Co. Lincoln ... 
Loup R. Mid. Br. Jewett, L. H ........................ Broken 
l.-oup R. Mid. Br. Harris, L. H... Dunning 

T.illian Prec. Ditch .. 
Lundy :Mill & Power Pit. 
C. R. & Q. PiJW Line 
,J cwrtt Dlt<'h 

Loup R. Mid. Br. Patton, J. A... Ord An•adia Canal .. 
1.-oup R. Mid. Br. ·webster Irr. & Canal Co.. Webster CanaL 
Loup R. Mid. Br. Longwood Irr. Canal Co. Longwood Trr. Canal 
I.oup R. Mid. Br. Muhlback, Fred Mullen ...... ,Mullen Grist & L. Plant 

;:::~~ ~: ::~!: ~~: ~~I~:;,u~J~~~W~-'-~~-~--~-~---~s~~tr~e=~-~~-~---· ---~~~~~ ~~I~!at~~-E~c.P~~ .";~~~s 
Loup R. Mid. Br. U. S. of America Halsey ................ f~urscry Ditch 
Loup R. Mid. Dr. Lundy, Jas. W .... ___________ ...... ·,Doris j~fi1l. Loup Pow. Plt. 

Loup R. Mid. Br. Holmes, Eddy .... 1:'\emo ........... ·iLoup Val. Irr. Can. 

Loup R. Mid. Br. J.unfly, ,las. W... Sargent Lundy's Lake 
Loup R. Mid. Br. Lundy, Jas. W... ,Sargent T.undy's T.akc. 

-,-

I 
I Location of Headgate 

Date of 
Priority 

0 z 
~ 

~ 
I S T i R County Month D Yr. 

0 
A 

Trrig. SS. i7 15 1\l 1R Custer ........... I Aug. 

Irrig. 24-i, 

Irrig. 43. 
Irrig. 

26 17, Hi Valley 
231 29 Thomas 
24 29 rl'homas 

Irrig. 
P'wer 
frrig. 

2.83131 

140.00 30 21 2LiBlafne 
fl 19 19, Custer 

18 24 30 Thomas 
Trrig. 4.2!1 30 22 24.Blaine 
frrig-. 5. 71 16 Z2 2'j·BJaine 

i 

.·········!:!~~· ......... Sept. 

Oct. 

Aug. 
Feb. 

1 8 189. 1 -:~r-
1

13 18941229 
251894 198 

81894 199 
I( 20! 

'191894'( 21G 

10'24' 
................ 1040 

12 1895 113 
;2118',)(j! ......... ' 248 

Trrig. 20. 1G 17 161Va1Icy 1-1arch 6 18961 1262 
Trrig-. i.71 20 El 171Custer . 

Irri. 12.92 20 19 171(Juster 
P'wrr 1:2-l-. 6 2.-t 32 Hooker 
P'wer 2000. 3 14 10 Howard 
P'wf'r tOO. 9 19 19 Ouster 
Irrig. 1. S 22 26,Thomas 

ilOO. 36 20 2l:Ouster 

March 
Feb. 

.85 36 20 21 Custer May 

Trrig. 

Irrig, 28.31 4.i 19 19 CUBter June 
Stor. 8. 2i 19 19 Custer ~Tuly 

6.34i 4 19 19~Custer July 

I "1818 i-1-2 
211912 .......... 11175 
'il2 1912 1185 

[21912 ......... 1216 

! 119~2 
161912 

1224 
.. 1226 

15 1912 ............ 1234 
31 1913 ............ 1294 
271913 ........... '1300 

1191913 ............ 1306 
191913 ........... 13111' 

Loup R. Mid. Br. Lundy, .Tas. W. Sargent 1Ltm1ly's Lake Can. 

L-oup R. Mid. Br. I .. undy, .Jas. W. Sargent 
1 

Bill's J.ake Canal 
Loup R. Mid. Br. Austin Irr. Ditch Co... Loup City Austin Irr. Ditch 
Loup R. Mid. Br. I..ewJa, A. M... Loup City. ..'Lewis Pipe Line 

. ___ .1 frrig. 
_I Irrig. 

1 

Trrig. 

118. I 36 20 211Custer ............. ,July 

1 
32 13 14 Sherman 'l'ov 

I 20 15 11 SQerman ·I \fo\·. 

:191913 ........... 1008 
I 619t3 ........... 1330" 
'17 1913 ........... 1334• 

I .. oup R. Mid. Br. Grand Island Elec. Co. Grand Lsland .. 11Grand Is. Elec. Co. : P'wer 10(\0 ! 30 1:1 12 Hall ........... .July 141914 ........ -JI3i3 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-A-(Continued) 

Stream Name of Claimant Post-01fice 
Address 

Name of Ditch 

I 

I~~ m~ -s ~ ~ 
o"' ~., 

I Date of I Location of Headgate 0 

~~~I 
z 0 
';l z 

I~ "' " " s.TIR 'lj ,; 
I ~ 0 ~ County I Month DYr. j ~ .. 0 ., 

b Jj A < 

J.oup R. So. Br .I Tillson, W. Z ................. ····--1 Poole Siding ____ 1'illson I 
Loup R. So. Br. :Boblitz, E. J ········-········ ....... 'J'uckervllle .... Boblitz n

0
°r

1
\ttcbcchh .· .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. ·._:_._· .. ·:_._· .. ·._··.·.··.·-.-... · .. · .. · .. · .. ·

1 

IP
1

~';w::.,~ 
Loup R. So. Br. !Boblitz, E. J........ l'l'uckervllle Boblitz 
Loup R. So. Br. i Callaway Mill Co... 1 Calaway ... : P'wer 
Loup R. So. Dr. 'Brown. A. D ..................... 

1

:\Iilldale .......... 
1
1Brown Canal Tnig. 

~~~~ :: s~~·B~~·~~~':::;:11w~J~.. :·::j~~~~:rn ··· -·l;~r;~·~;:g~~~~~ch ::~~:~: 
I 

Muddy creek. ......... Penn, Chas.. :Broken Bow .. Penn's Ditch____ ...... i:Irrig. 
Muddy creek...... Benson, Wm. 0....... "·I Litchftclrt ..... Litchfielrt Mills.. ...IP'wer. 

Mira creek. . .. ! McClellan, M. E... . ... ! North Loup ...... Mira Reservoir ..................... 
1

' Stor. 
Mira res ..................... jMcClellan, M. E .................. ."

1

North I,oup .[ Irrig. 
I 

15.57 29112 
. 50· 101 14 

20. 10 1 14 

2 i 15 
3111 17 

.37 27118 
5.71 11 12 

. 50 3.1117 

33111 

.86 

l.H 
1.32 

261 18 
26 18 

15!Buffalo 
21·'custpr 
21 Custer 
23 Custer 

Dec. 
:ran . 
'Jnn. 

24 :::::nster I F('b. 

26. Loe-an ............. ;May 
1s;Buffalo ........ ·April 

20
1(..'uster 

16 Sherman 
I 

13 Valley 
13Valley 

........ Aug . 

i 
...... -·Mar. 

)ct. 

Platte river... .!Fremont 0. & P. Co ....... Fremont 
Platte rfver ............ I Fremont & Omaha P. Uo :omaha ... . 

Fremont Canal... . , P'wer ::W:O. oO: 17 <oiButlcr 
30 17 4e'Butler . 
29 17 4~ Butler 

J1me 
Premont & Omaha .......... I P'wer 1000. 

Platte River ............ ~ Fremont C. &P. Co ....... 'Fremont 

I I Sand crook ................ Troyer, J. D ......................... Callaway... Troyer Res. Pump l'frrig. 

I 
Shell creek. Schmitt, P ............................ 

1

iColumbus Schmitt's Irr. Canal Trrlg. 
Shell creek ................ Schmitt, P... . ............ Columbus Schmitt's Irr. Canal 1 P'wcr 
She11 creek ................ Gottberg, Max... .... , Columbus Gottberg Irr. Pl. i Irrig. 

Fremont C. & P ................. !P'wer 
I 

Shell creek ................ Babcock, H. E... !Columbus Great Eastern OADal... ..... -' frrig .. 

i I 
Slough .......................... Novotny, John... Schuyler. Novotny Ditl'h ................... l·rrrig .. . 

Spring creek ..... ·-··· Hendryx, H. J .................... I Monroe ............ 1 Hendryx Ditch------- Lrrlg .[ 

3. 
30.50 
1. 

1.33 

! 

10 15 2.31Custer ... 

19 18 
19 18 

24118 
27 17 

13; 17 

1e Platte 
le Platte .. 
1 Platte .. 
J Nance .. 

3 Colfax ... 

. ....... ·March 
...... - ;Oct. 

·Jan. 

... loec. 
.. ... Dec. 

........ I June 
....... Jan. 

10ct. 

2~ 17 3 Platte .. _ ..... [June 

' 128 l8!H 236 
lt7 1895 21~ 

'17 1895 219 

*988 
.-..:~: U~Ui 363 
1s'189; 390 
15,1913 1275 

14 1894i 215 
999 

Is 1912 ... 1182 

f~)1912 . 1239 

i 21 '1 fi9;: 40 
:25 1908 894 
I 91912 . 12:~2* 

i 111914 ........... Jl~!7" 
171894 2112 1 ... 

'1171804 292 
61895 .. 

122 1896 219b 

201913 l~r' 

25 1894 290 



Stream 

~~--

Spring br .. 

Wiggle creek . 

Victoria creek. ... 
VIctoria creek ... 
VIctoria creek .. 
VIctoria creek .. 

CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-A-(Continued) 

Name of Olalmant 
Address 

Post-Office ~ame of Ditch 

------·--- -

[Milldale F.& 

I 

L. S. I. 

·I Imp. Co .. ······----- Council Blfs. Has kill Ditch rrrig. 

..... Bender, Geo . 0. . ·····-·· Callaway ________ ................ Irrig. 

. 1.-\nsclmo lrrrig . Dally, Gilligan & Co ... Virtorin Irr. Plant. 

·---~ Victoria Ditch Ass'n . ....... :Gate~ Vietoria DitC'h 'Irrig. 

... Laughran, 'r., et al I Xcw JI~j~~-a r.aughrnn & HE'll Dit;·\l ITrrig . 

.... Bishop, E. N ................. ... Gates Victoria Ditch .. ... )Trrig. 

i Date of 0 

I Location of Head~ate Priority "' ~ z 
1--· ~ 

I ~ "' 0 ~ s T R County ' Month D Yr I ~ 

I 

31 17 24 Custer Feb. 27 1914 .......... 1357 

3 1'> 2~ Cnstf'r Oct . 16 1913 132(;* 

2.2\J 19 21 Custer March 171894 
{210 I 

212 . 

4.29 19 21 Custer July 171894 213 

4 . 19 21 Ouster .............. Sept. 22 189-1 217 

10 
' 

21 Custer . .......... April 2 1912 . 1189" 

1:!:1 
0 

~ . 
t:j 

0 
'-:::::: 

..... 
::0 
::0 
0 
~ ...... 
0 _z 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-B-(Concluded) 

Stream Name of Olafmant l'ost-Office N arne or Dlteb 
Atld1·ess 

Battle creek .. 1 Steffen, Aug ... 
nattle creek .. ,Rtcffen, .lug ... 

Battle creek .... I Battle Creek Mills 
Battle creek ..... \ Battle Creek Mills 

I 

I 

31 h """' ~ = 'g~ o:=: 
~"' 0 ~ ="' ~ .. ~~a: >: 

..... P'wer 
P'wer

1 

Drair;. 

10.6i 
20. 

('lear Lake ... ! LyOIIS Drainage Dist ......... J.,yons :Main Ditch No. 

Elkhorn river ......... Skrdla, .T oseph .. . Atkinson 

Elkhorn river ....... Elkhorn Irr. Oo. 
Elkhorn river ... Davis, Jos ... 
Elkhorn river ... Carlon, Thos ... 
Elkhorn river ..... Carlon, Thos .. 
Elkhorn river .... Cain, N. E., et al 
Elkhorn ri\'er Ross, Chas. P. 

P'wer 600. 

F.lkhorn River ....... ~eligh, W. T. S. Pow. P'wer 400. 

Elkhorn, N. Fk. Sngar Cy. CereaL. 

Elkhorn, S. Br. Rothleutner, Albert 

Middle creek .Malone, Robert .. 

~or folk 

Ewing 

Lincoln 

_____ 'I Sugar Oy. Cereal 

...... Flouring Mill ......... . 

_I Malone Ice Plant 

P'wer' !00. 

I 
P'wer 

I 
33. 

..... Ice 
I 

Oak creek Eiche, Herman ......... ·······--

Ross, Chas. P 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Eiche Irrf. Plant . Irrlg .I 

Platte River Hydro Elec., 1 

Power Co P'ner 2l00. 

Location of Headgate Date of 0 z 

I 
8 T!B county 

I 
36: 24 
36, 24 

1412:; 

I 
I 

. 

3 Madison 
3 Madtson 

Sci Burt 

G li!lOe 1 Douglas 

Priority 0 z 
lllontb 

XO\'. 

Avril 
. March 

Nov. 
! 

Feb. 

.. Feb. 
•• 

1

:Feb. 
. ... ;Feb. 

..... \Nov. 

...... IDee. 

i 
... March 

I 
Aug. 

.... Dec. 

__ ;Jan. 

'Nov. 

..: 
I 'il " DjYr. 0 " "" < 

t2
1
JS'I8; . i 4S4 

2(l L900I··--···· SIB t !- 1:~ 
11188.1!'. 2n 

1 

.. 

' '{259 
s'1894 1263 , . 
s t894 200 1 

s 1894 261 I 
8 1894 262 (" 

201895 283 
I 

24 1900 . m 
~ 1002 ·-· 1250 

I 1,1870 

I I 
996 

'211898 464 

t6 10071 sa:, 

)1890i 489 
I 

I 
2411009 1. 970 

~ ·~ 
t"i 

'J '"0 
0 '~ 
~ • ..., ;.• 

0 
"':! 
w ..., 
> ..., 
t"i 

t"i z 
C"l .... z 
t"i 
t"i 
;>:1 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-B-(Continued) 

Nnme of Claimant 

Platte River .. . Parmalee & Rawls .. . 
Platte river .. . Paunalce & Rawls .. . 

Name of Ditch 

I ! ~ I ~ 'g I Location of Headgate I P~f~;1fi I 

1 ~~~§~~- l I I 1---,-,-
1 

0 z 0 
<: z 
" 0. ~· 0 0. 

"' --'1 

I Post-Ofllce 
I Address 

1 

YJ ~ ~JJ S IT I R I County Month ]D]Yr. 
1 P m r I I I - -,- ---1 i --:,--,----~ 

Plattsmouth... Plattsmouth Pow. Co. P'wer; 
Plattsmouth .... Pln.ttsmouth Pow. Co ..... P'wcri 

' 3'2 13 131Cass... -Jan. 31914 
3"2 13 13'Cass ...... Sept. 4h9H: 

I I 

1313* 

1.379* 

Ryan's Lake ............ Elk Riv. Drainage Di:'t. {.'remont Cutoff "H" .................... . 
', , I 

•117 9 Dodge Oct. 16.19091 .. 'l63 

Springs Newton Land Co ... 

Silver creek ... Armour & Co .... 

Stevens creek ... -....... Moore, R. E. 

Union and Taylor 
creeks Bley, Louis G .. 

.01
1 

13114 13e,Sarpy .............. June 181189.1, 

10. ' 1 U 9e1Sannders ...... ,Oct. 181897 i 415 

2 10 7'Lancaster Nov. 1191913 ...... ['·"'• 

... 
1 321 22UMadlson ! J i *998 1 

....... . 

Omaha 

. .,o. Omaha 

J,incoln 

.......... I Sp. Br. Aqueduct ... 

Armour & Co. Res .... 

St4'Yens Cr. Jrr. Proj. 

Madison ....... _ Union Val. R .. Mills .. .. ,P'we1'. 

29 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-C 

~Urea'll Name of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address Name of Ditch I ~~ I~ Location of Headga te 
Date of 

Priority 
1=: ~ £ ~ 
3 ~ 'g ~ 

I ~ -<: 0 ~ ) I I I I 
~ ~ " S T / R I County Month IDIYr.· 

0 z 0 
-.: z 
"" 0. " 0 0. 
~ -<: 

I p "'""~--'--' _ _!_ , _____ _. __ __,1__,1 --'ci --i---

-······-·1 A tklnson 
1 
Fullerton Ditch No. 2-----1 Irrll<. ]: .36 181 301 13 Holt ----· March 231:1896! 

-Tulfan, A. R., et al .......... Gordon ........... 'Antelope Ditch ..................... iirrig.i .36 21 32 40Cherry ............ June 291905. 

Fullerton, J. B ... Abitz creek 

Antelope creek ... 

278 

'/'J8 

Ashburn creek .... Zilmer, W. H ... Valentine Ashburn CanaL 

Skinner, Thos Springview ...... Skinner Ditch .. . Bear creek. ... 
Bear creek. .. Cedarburg, P ...................... . Springview Cedarburg D. Nos. 

·-·--·~Irrlg.' 

____ .... Irrlg. 
& ~-Irrig. 

Beeman ck., Old Barnard. C. 0 ... 
nee man creek Beeman, J. D. 
Beeman creek .......... Hickman, A. L. 

Big Sandy creek .... Pickler, W. S. 
Hig Sandy creek ... Strain, Jos 

Blackbird creek ...... Mullen, A. F. 

Bluebird creek ........ Murphy, P ... . 

Boardman creek.. Lee. Joseph S ... 
Boardman creek .... Bachelor, J. H .. 

Bm:: Butte creek. ... Sandoz, Wm. 

IJrush creek ........... ~l!b. Townsite Co ... 

Springview 
.. Springview 
. .. Springview 

Badger 
Butte .. 

.... O'Neill 

')'Nelli 

Chesterfield 
Valentine 

.. Moomaw ... 

_I Perry 

i Barnard Ditch. ..

1

IrrJg. 
R~eman Ditch.:. . Irrtg. 
Beeman & Rickman ......... IIrrig. 

'Badger Ditch . ··1 Irrfg. 
Badger Mill . 

1 
P'wer 

:::::, .ru::: •.. ··•••••······I::: •I 
: Lee Ditch... . ................... ~ frrfg. 

.. j Boardman Dltch .......... -....... 

1 

Irrlg. 

113illy's Ditch ____ ............. _

1 

Irrlg. 

. ..IBrush creek Power Co ..... jP'wer 

.43 27 34 26 Cherry . .... June 

i 
.22 
_02: 

15 3?. 21 Keya Paha. June 
3 32 21 Key a Paha ..... Oct. 

.43 21 
L I 23! 

.29 23: 

~2 

32 
32 

20 Keya 
20 Keya 
20 Key a 

Paha. .... June 
Paha ...... ,May 
Paha ... July 

1.14 12 33 14 Holt 
35. 12 33 14,Holt 

L 20 31 

L 26 30 

6.86 6 29 
28.57 33 30 

' I , 

.21 29129 

15. 23 33 

n:Holt 
I 

n'Holt ................. Sept. 

33 Cherry ............. April 
32

1

0herry . . ...... Jan. 

45.Sherfdan ..... ,Jan • 

13 Holt ......... sept. 

1711902 676 

201888 609 
31898 .......... 479 

I , 
1 1 1892 603 

1 

..... _ .. 

120 18w- 620 ....... . 

125 1895 6131 ..... _ .. 

16 1902. ......... 667 
'28 1902 ._ ...... --.. 685 

1

18 1894, 

7189! 

267 

273 

251895 973 

I 

1

1719ll---.. -... -r55 

?3 1900~ ............ 1 533 

28 1898- ·J 474 

I 
-~ 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-C-(Continued) 

Str~am Name of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address Name of Ditch---.~~ II~~ ~~c~~,:·;"'"'"'''"'"l ~~f7~;ll ~ 1 
! 35 " ~ ~ S T R 1 County I :\Ionth IDIYr., g c. 

" ___ c_ _____ _,_______ ' p : r~ I I I I I I_ A _ ______::. 

!!rush ck. E. Dr. McCarthy, M. H., et oL 
1
o•Keill ""'"""'''"""'"I~!PCarthy Ditch No. L."" .. lrrlg.1 .50, 211"32-14

1

Holt "

1
~::--~~1 1 264 

Brnsh W. Br. .. McCarthy, M. H., et aL O'Neill .licCurthy Ditch ~o. 2. Irrl.£!:.1 .63 26~ 32 u:HoJt .. Au.2'. 15 189·1 2136 

' Burton creek.... ~lutz, Otto. ~~pringview Burton Creek Dicth. Irrfg.' .57 10 1 3t 19·Keya Paha ..... 'June 30 1895' 60Sb .. 
Burton creek... Mutz, Otto... . ............ ~pringview One Trip Ditch .................. Trrig.' .35 2, 33 20,Keya Paha ..... 

1
Sept. 21895

1

1

• 142 

Canyon······-········-- Gilmore, Emery IIGlen ··················-Gilmore Canal Irrh:.; 14,29 36 30 54 Sioux IJul:v i 51907,. 863 

Cedar creek.. . ... Mc~amee, K. M.. ,wood Lake ...... C'edar Creek Ditch. rrrig-. .1:~ 4 3o
1

2t Chcrrv Sent. ~81910 1027 

Cottonwood ck. ... Morris~y, Tim ..................... Dunlap 
Cottonwood ck ..... 

1 
Fend rich & Lichte .............. Dunlap 

Cottonwood creek! T,ichte, Hugo............. Dunlap 

i 
Crooked creek. ······iMutz, Otto ............................ . 
Crooked creek ...... IMutz, Otto .................. . 

Oross creek ........... Hutchison, W. H ... . 

Cub creek ................. !Tissue & Patterson ....... . 
Cub creek: .................. :Josi&Ssin, S ...... . 

:';Jlringview 
"i:lringview 

Pen brook ..... _ 

Springview 
Mf'arlvllle 

Eagle creek .......... -.1 Bokhof, "-'"m.. ············[Atkinson 
Eagle creek ··········--I Robertson, J. A .................. Atk~nson 
Eagle ck. S. Br. i Recker, Sam'l ................ \t.kmson 

Morrissey's Ditcll . Irrig. 1 

Fendrick & l.lchte DitPh ... rrrig.! 
Dunlap Ditch ........................ Trrig.' 

P'wer 
Crooked Cr<·ek Ditch .. Irrfg. 

Hutchinson . trrlg.l 
I 

Tis!'luc &_ Patterson Ditch lrrlg. 
:McCumber Ditch...... . ....... lrrig. 

Bokhof Ditch ......................... 
1 
Irrig.! 

Eagle Valley Ditrh }rrlg.' 
Becker Ditch ..................... rrrfg. 

. 71 17 29 48 Dawes Feb. 

.61 22 29 48 Dawes ............ iMay 

.50 22 29 48 Daw~ ! July 

3. 19 

1. 19 

.21 8 

.C3 16 

.10 28 

2.86 6 
2.29 
1.14 8 

34 19 Keya 
31 19 Keya 

33! 2-1 Keya 

33 22 Keya 
33 22 Keva 

30 13 Holt 
30 14 Holt 
30 13 Holt 

i 

Paha ..... :Dec. 
Paba ..... -.June 

Paha ...... Sept. 
I 

Paha ..... June 
Paba ..... Aug. 

"""Sept, 
... March 

..... Nov. 

16 1895 481 
91896 336 

181911 '" "" 1113 

31 1889 
301005 

1!188f! 

30189 
lfi 189 

1.818!1 
5W 

lOIS<> 

OO'!a 
60Bb 

615 

618 
589 

275 
2RO 
274 



CLA.IMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-C-(Continued) 

Xtrea•n Name or Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address 

'
jKtthre, 

1 

Ji'airtielrl creek ·wm. M... . ........... ',Johu~town 
Falrfit'ld <'reck ....... IKnhre. Wm. M. .J o!1nstown 

Holt creek.. ·····I Schoetger, F. J .............. _.! 1->>tcrprise 

Holt creek, S. Brtners, J. W .......................... i Springview 

Horse Head creek I Bruce, A. ·······························f'<>nbrook 

Huggins creek ....... Soper. H. K. ················-·----·~ Enterp~isc 

,Jewett creek -Jewett, C. P ........ ·······-··· ~[ea(1n11c 

Kcha Paha river ... Yocum, J. 0. . .......... _...!nuttc 
Kcha Pahn river ... Bruce, Andrew & Son .. I \"a per 

Kibby Creek Green, Martha, J ... 

Lewis Spring. I .cwis, Ralilh. 

l.ong Pine creek ... Kyncr, S. H 

Middle E. Br ....... I McGuire, M. W .. . 

EnterprJse 

. ···I Long Pine 

'\Torden 

Narue of Ditch 

I i ·1 I 
I-::::: '"::l "-' ; ~ ~ i a:; 't"! Location of Headgate .

1

· 0 
I ~ ...., .:1: Q:: Z 
I o c: , "' "' '----- " c. 

Date of 
Priority 

!
,, p;.. "" ·1, -~n- ~-~- ~L1'_111 ~ I ' I I g 0. "" ::: :; County , Month IDIYr. A < 

- ____ 
1 
--- I _,_I-'-'---'-

--~----

! Ku!uc·s Pond_. P'wer 
1...... ....... . .. .. . .............. ,lrrl~. 

St'hoctger Ditch . -----1 frrl£ 

:!5. 31 33 23 Brown ......... O.:Ppt. 

.H ~1 33 23 Brown ... 

1

Avrn 

.II ~2 s; 20 K~ya Palla .. Feb. 

.-\kcrs Ditch ........................ jrrrig .1! 31 21 Key a Paha .. I 
lAue. 

nruce Ditch.. lrrrfg. 

i 

~o~·;_, ~::~:,···-···························•r:::::· 
.17 lG 3~ 2-1 Keva Palla ... Sent. 

.H 21 31' 20 Kcya Pnha .. :Nov. 

• 71 :~:!I 21 Keya Paha .... Oct. 

Yocum's Ditch ... 
Bruce Roller Mills 

Irrig .
1 

L.14 ~3 34, 15 Boyd 
P'wer lJO. :24 34 16 Boyd 

Sent. 
Oct. 

Green Ditch .... Trrlg, .IJl 28 34 16 Boyd Anrll 
! 

. .... ·Lewis Ditch.... . ..... Irrig, .u 29 35 10 I{p---. Palm.. .\ug. 

Long Pine I.ight & Pr .r . 
Plant ··------· P wer !S. ~0 Isrown :April :]0 3() 

McGuire Ditch Trrig. . 71 23 Keya Paha.. June 32 33 

I I~-,:~ 612a. 

1 ISH 612b 
I 

~;3 1 R!l'i 595 

1 JS:H i 611 

7 18'J5: .. 149 

6, lR~H 592 

:2:~ !Sil-t 590 

71&H 57:1 
;) 1003 72!l 

747 

139 

!Hl 

Middle W. Br ......... IAJlen, M. M. Xor1lrn Allen Ditch .... ···················-·· frrig, 
. rrrfg. 

.~ 23 Keyn Pnlta .. 'June 29 33 

21tooo 
11881 
1 1891 
2190-t 

606 
616 

Middle W. Br. __ Allen, M. M. 

\linnechaduza .... _!Gilman. S. F. 
' 

~.'"orrlen .......... Continuance Ditch .. . 

·······-··· Neligh Pierce Milling Oo ...... ···-········ P'wer 

1. 2:~ Key a Paha .... 1 May 

35. 

I 29 3:~ 

I I 

30 34 27 Cherry ............ )Sept. '12 1896 

753 

359 



Streum 

CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-C-(Continued) 

Name of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address Name of Ditch 

I 
[ Dnte of I 0 

"% -o Lo(·:ltion of Hf'nfl:rnte ·. Priority : z 
~!I i I~ ! ~ -1 -,~~, ~-----;~---1 -~--~ ~ 
,.~ u: S 

1

1 T l R I County :\Jonth 
1
:n

1
rYr. ~ 

I ---;------ ~ r --~~~-,---
Minncchaduza.. City of Valentine ··--·-··---··---!Valentine Valentine Pow. Pl.t. iP'wer 40. 29 34

1 
'l:/C"nerry April 'lfl.1!112 1~79 

Newman creek... "'ewman, Philo ................... j"'orden .. : \"ewrnan Ditch.. . ....... ilrrig. .21 17 33] 24 Keya Paha (uly lllS3'l Gl7 

Niobrara river ..... Richards, B... ---------·:Chadron .......... I~nkotah Ditch.. Irri~. 7.1-t 30 57 Sioux: 'Ort. 1 lSS:J 5'i4 
~iobrara river .... S. B. Coffee Estate ........... Chadron ____________ Earnest Ditch ~o.l Irrig. 2.85 '20 5SSioux '~lny 11881 51Ja 
Niobrara river... Bruce, A... ···············!Pen brook ........ Bruce's Mill P'wer 60. Hl :~:~ 2l Keya Paha ..... [April 11s~n 010 
Niobrara river... Cook, J. H ....... ,'Agate .................. :\:leG. & s. Ditch... :rrrig. 8.21 ~'> :~~ 56~;i;mx ..... May 11887 !l13a. 
Niobrara river ....... Furman, Nellie B ~!arsland ........ Pioneers Ditrhe~ Irrlg. 7.14 3') 2:1 :'il Dawes .. Aug. 11897 H~ 

Niobrara river ........ ~IcLnnghlin, A. H ... ·····--I~Jars,and ........ :\[d.anghlfn Ditch Irrig. 7.11 :l 2" .I)~ Box Rntte [IMay 118&'! 1')(]6 

Niobrara river ........ Cook, J. H ·····jAgate .... MeG. & s. J.:r 8 D .... Irrfg. 1.71 21 2rl SGSionx May 118:101 513b 
Niobrara river ........ S. B. Coffee Estate .......... ;Chadron Earne!'lt Ditch No. 1 iirrlg. 2.14 2:l 56 Sioux 1May 11) 1891' 541b. 
Niobrara river ........ Cook, ,J. H. . ... 1

1
Agate Cook Ditch :Sos. 1 & 2 Irrig. 3.5l 28 !':i6 Sioux j"May 31 1891 980 

Niobrara rlver ....... IHoyt, Wm. L... ······---~Harrison Bigelow & Seymour... Irrig. 2.40 Hl :n .I)/Sioux ,.June 8 189"1 510 
Niobrara rfver ....... 'lskavdahl, Oscar .... _._._ ........... -~!'a't,t8e18.n.d···· Harris & Neece Ditch Irrlg. 8.57 2.'! .ljl) Slonx 1-luly 1:1S!"l'l 517 
Niobrara river ...... Furman, Xellie B. ~~ Pioneer Ditches.. P'wer 10. 31 21 50 Dawes ............ !An2". t!IS!J3 412 
Niobrara river ....... 

1
Roll Mill Co ........................ Marsland Holl Mill ................................ P'wer 35. ."i 28 51.Box Rutte ..... ,Sept. 10 L893 D70 

Niobrara river ..... ·~Green, Frank J ..... H'm'ford Meridian Ditch .................. _ j frrig. . -17 2) 2fl .'iOI'Dawes .:.Tan. 10:u394 4-59 
Niobrara river ..... Wood, J. 0., et aL ..... .\Iarsland Enterprise Ditch ................... lrrrlg. 5.71 28 2fl 50 Dawes ... !Jan. 27itR91 461 
Niobrara river ....... Furman, H. G................. ~Inrs.land Furman Ditch ................... Irrfg-. 3.64 29 2!1 !50 Dawes .............. !Feb. 2'1894 462 
Niobrara river .... Johnson, B. F.............. Harrison .Johnson Ditch.. frrig. 2.86 36 31 57 Sioux ............... 1 Mav 1 l8!H 511 
Niobrara river... McMannis, J. T., et al IH'm'ford Mel\!. & Neeland Ditch .. frrig. .S6 29 29 49Dawes ............. 'June 1!51ffiH 463 
Niobrara river.. Tienkcn, Chas .

1

Dnstin ..................................... Irrig. 1. 12 3:3 16 Boyd ;oct. li18!JI 575 
~iobrara river... McCully, S. J.. .. Carns ~!cCully Ditch. Irrlg. 8.57 25 32 20 Keya Paba .... Aug. 71894 583 
Sfobrara river ........ Wilson, J. A............. .. .. Springview Wilson CanaL. Irrfg. 5.71 18 32 21 Keya Paba ..... '0ct. 181894 591 
~iobrara river ..... Mirage Irr. Oo........ .. . Mirage- Mirage CanaL. .. Irrlg, 150. 26 29 48 Dawes .............. iNov. ,28189ct 474 

I 
~ 

tt: 
c 
~ 
::0 
lj 

0 
") 

sa 
:a 
0 
~ 
>-'l 
0 
_?: 

;I:: 

0 
;I:: 

~ 
~ 
>< rn 
~ z 
t::: 
t::: 
::0 
> ..... z 
> 
C'l 
M 

"' ~ _, 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-C--(Continued) 

Stream ~nme of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address 

i ~ ~ I ~ "' I Location of Headgate frf~~~f~ I ~ 0 I"- ..... "I I o o. ro C ---------- 1-------1 ~ Z 
1

-;; ~~ § e I I r 1 1 1 ,!II s::i. 
~ame of Ditch 

·,' p 1 ~ " 1 S ~ 1 Rll __ c_ou __ n_t_Y ___ M_o_n_t_h_I.I_D_I~Iy_·r_.-;--~- [ <' 
Niobrara river ....... 1 Lichte, H---·-····-·········------····-1 DunlaiJ .......... _i Lichte Ditch ........................... : Irrlg. 1.43 27 29 48 Dawes .............. Jan. 
~iobrara river ..... I Warneke, H ........................... IHarrlson ....... 1 Warncke's Ditch ··D·---

1

_.

1 
.. ~-h ... _._·_·_l I

1
rrrrl

1

_gg.. 1.57· 27 31 57 Sioux .. Feb. 
Niobrara river I Cook, C. H ............. -····---:RoYVJlle ____ MP.G. & S. Upp. , 2.961 23' 29 56-Sioux ............... -Feb. 
Niobrara river .. Harris, Octave Marsland ....... LaBeUe Ditch ... ! Irrig. 2. 6 28 5-l Sioux ............... March 
Niobrara river l'<'urrnan, H. G. Marsland ... Snow Ditch __ .... ·········--- 1 Irrig. 2.86 

Niobrara river .... Hughes, Mary F ........... ____ 
1 
.\larsland 1 Excelsior Ditch ... _._ .. _·_· __ i,Ilrrrn

1

:gg •• -·· 2.86 
Niobrara river. Hughes, Mary F.. . ... .\Iarsland Hughes Ditch. 
S"iobrara river ...... i:\lann, John E... ..'Harrison ···--·-· ·Bourrett Ditch.. [rrig. 
~iobrara river ....... Bourrett, P ..................... j Harrison .......... -Bonrrett, Sr., Ditch.. . 'Irrig. 
Niobrara river... Hughes, Mary F I )farsland ....... i Hughes Ditch Irrig. 
Niobrara river... Harris, 0 '!.Iarsland i LaBelle Ditch ....................... Irrfg. 
Niobrara river ....... Bond & Tis sot .................... i Peters Usher Ditch----············· Irrig. 
Niobrara river._ Bennett, Sadie C ............... 1 Omaha .............. :Moore Ditch ............................ Irrlg. 
~iobrara river ...... Peters, H .A., et al... Hay Spgs. I Hay Springs CanaL · Trrig-. 
Siobrara river... Mettlen, J., et al.. Marsland ........ ~.\lett len Ditcb.... Irrig. 

2. 
1.16 
1. 
3.14 
1.16 
5.71 

14.29 

1. 
Niobrara river... Neeland, Sarah J .. H'm'ford 1 Uc.\1. & Xeeland Ditch ... Irrig. 1.93 

;nutte ............... Armstrong CanaL ........... i P"wer 1 iO. 

Niobrara river... Green, Frank J... :n·m'ford ........ I Meridian Ditch .......... ·····--iirrig, 5.14 
Niobrara river... Bourrett, J. F... 'Harrison ..... Bourrett's Ditch .. : Irrig. I. 

Niobrara river ....... Armstrong, T. S .. . 

Niobrara river... Bourrett, J. S .................... Harrison ......... iJ. S. Bourrett Ditch .......... ! Irrig. 1. 71 
Niobrara river... Montague, Jas... Dunlap .............. :Montague & Lichte Ditch ... ! frrig. .43 
Niobrara river ..... Fendrich, B.... . Dunlap ······-··--· 1 Chadek Dltcb ................... ------i Trrig. .30 
Niobrara river ...... Fendrlch, G. A... . ... 

1
Dunlap ....... -~Fenctrich Ditch .............. [Irrig. .29 

Niobrara river ...... ! Fend rich, G. A... . ........... 

1

. Dunlap . . ......... j Fcndrlch Ditch... ···1 Irrlg. .27 
Niobrara river ....... 

1
Cornell, 0. H... . ......... Vnlcntine ........ [Valentine Power Plant ... F"wer 1600. 

Niobrara river···-·· 1 Potmesil Bros. . ............ Dunlap ........... Potmcsil Ditch .. Trrtg. 6. 

35 
10 
1 

33 
2g 

1 
6 

19 
9 

29 

4 
29 
9 

25 
29 
19 
27 
2d 
32 
32 
27 
26 

29 
28 
28 
30 
30 
28 

28 
29 
28 
29 
28 
29 

33 
29 
30 
30 
29 
29 
29 
29 
34 
29 

51 Dawes .......... March 
52iBOX Butte ........ May 
52!Box Butt-e 
56 Sioux ........ June 
56 Sioux ............... June 
52!Box Butte ....... 1 June 
54 Sioux . ... July 
4-6'Sheridan July 
53;SiOlL"'{ .. July 
47 Dawes Sept. 
5! Sioux ............... April 
49 Dawes .............. April 
13 Boyd ... ·May 
50 Dawes .............. Aug. 
56 Sioux ......... March 
56 Sioux ................ March 
48 Dawes .............. 'Sept. 
48 Dawes .............. Mar. 
48 Dawes .............. June 
48 Dawes 
27:0herry 
48 Dawes 

... June 
.. Jan. 

May 

241895 479 
,13 1895, 505 
25 1895 521 
121895 518 
26 1895 485 
15 1891 568 

*987 
81895' • 

11018951. 5 
261895! 53 
3 1895 60 

17 1895' 82 
22 1895 8.'l 
27 1895 173 
27 1896. 292 
91898 448 

14 1898 452 
291898 469 

5 1900 ... 542 
17 1900 546 
1271900;. ___________ ; 575 

18 1901.. ........... 1 607 
119011 616 

1190'1 
617 

29 1902 .... ' 652 
191904 .... ·:57 

~ 
~ 
"tl 
0 
~ 
>-3 

0 
'Tj 

rn 
>-3 
> 
>-3 
~ 

~ 
z 
Q .... 
z 
~ 
t>:l 
~ 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-C-(Continued) 

Post-Office 
Address 

~ -o I Location of Headgate 

~~II I I 
Date of I 0 

Priority Z 0 z 
Streum Name of Claimant Name of Ditch 0. 

~ ~ S / T I R County 
m I 

I I I~ 
]Month ID!Yr. ;3 

I I I "' ~ 
Niobrara and Pep- I --- I i 

per creek.......... Taylor, D. T... Hay Springs .... Taylors Ditch ................... ____ Irrlg. 4.57 28 29 47!Dawes ............. Aug 
Niobrara river... Kay, John L... :\1arsland ········--!Kay Dttch ...... ---------,,Irrfg. 2. 6 28 53 Dawes ----····--·-·May 
Niobrara river ....... Kirk, E. I~--- Sioux City, Ia!~ebraska Power Co... I P'wer 900. 31 32, 7:Knox 1Sent 
Niobrara river... Koenig, Arnold C ---- Omaha ......... !~iobrara Power Plant P'wer 700. 34 32 7KnoX! ···-·····-···Aug. 
Niobrara river 1Kirk, E. L.. Siou.""'C City, Ia'~ebraska Power Co 1P'wcr1200. 24 32 8Knox ....... April 
Niobrara. rlver ....... IMann. John E......... Harrison ... !Bieser Ditch rrrig. .75 4 29 56

1

Sfoux: ................ Jan. 
Niobrara river ...... ,Mann, John E...... Harrison . Ex. Bourrett Dltch ........... 1 Irrig. 1.21 33 30 56'8-Joux ···!Jan. 
Niobrara river ...... "tudencc, W. M... ')'mlap ............. Lichte Irr. Ditch ................. [Irrig. 3. 27 29 48Dawes ....... [April 
Niobrara rlll"O:;'... 

1

1 Dieriex, Camille ........ Rushville .......... Camille Ditch.. . .......... 1
1 

Irrig. 1.531 19 30 43 Sheridan April 
Nie>"t:-.a.ra rfver...... Montague, Jas : .. 

1 

Dunlap .............. J,ichte Ditch ....................... : .... I Irr~g. . 71 '
1 

27 291 48 Dawes ............. April 
Niobrara river Hopkins, Thos. L ... Hemingford .... Potmasfl Bros. Ditch ........ lrn·1g. .28125 20 48 Sioux .............. Jan. 
Niobrara river ...... Bonnett, John ............ 

1 
Harrison ........... Tohn Bourrett Ex. No. 11Irrig. .11 29 30I 56 Box Butte ....... :Mar. 

Niobrara river ........ ! Wells, Harry E --I Butte ........... __ Wells Pumping System ... frrlg. 1.64 32 32 40jSberldan ......... May 
.Siobrara river .. ·-··· Bourrett, John .. I Harrison ........ .._: f(hn Bourrett Ex. No. 2:Irrig, .21 32 30 56iSioux ............ July 
Niobrara river.. Buhman, Herman P. Leigh ... _____ : Bristow-Lynch Pow. Plt .. P'wer !)()(). 1-6 32 101 Boyd ............ Nov. 
Niobrara river.. Bennett, Sadie 0... Omaha .... ____ l1l\-Iettlen Ditch . . .... 11rrrig. 5. 4 28 54

1

Sioux ................ IDee. 
Niobrara river .... Bennett, Sadie C.... Omaha ........... - .. -. Bennett Ditch ... Irrig. 4. 28 54 Sioux ................ Dec. 
Niobrara river... Hitshew, Geo... )farsland ..... ___ 

1
Qoo. Hitshew Ditch... . .. Irrig. 6. 6

1 
28 52

1
Box Butte ........ Feb. 

Niobrara river ........ S. B. Coffee Estate... . Harrison. . .... ,Coffee Ditch No. 3... . . .. 1Irrig. . 151 29 561Stoux ................... 
1
March 

Pine creek ....... _____ Clark, Jas .............. ·-····-·-- Rushville Pine Creek Mill...... P'wer 32. 33
1 

SO 4:4ISberldan ......... 
1

June 

.......... [oec. Plum creek ........... -. Ptum Oreek Irr. Oo ......... 

1

.Tohnstown ..... . 
Plum creek ...... ·-··-· W!lbert, & .............................•. Ainsworth ···-··· 
Plum creek.............. Ainsworth L. & P. Oo.... Ainsworth .... _ 

Johnstown Ditch .. 
W!lbert Ditch ... -. 
Plum Crool< Pl~nt... ....... ·-··· 

Irrig. 
Irrlg. 

2<1. 29 24iBrown 
.43 S5 82 231Brown 

:dBrown :r·wer. 150. · 29 32 :~:::~:::::: J ::~ 

i ~ H~041- 766 
112 1905' 791 
1 ?-I, t90!ll :}(ll 

I 9'1910 ............ 'toll'• 
23'11910 9J6 
231911 lO"i6 
23:1911 . 1057 

711911 108i 
10 1911 .......... '1087 
•19 1911 1088 
• 2i1912 ........... im~ 
25;19121 ........... IUSS 
I 21912j ........... 

1

n93 

·11911912 ·······-··· 1200 
14,1912, ............. 1243 
181912; ........... 11248 

! 1811912 ·--····---· 
1

1249 
17,1913 ............ 1200 
M 1914 ........... 1362* 

; 5 1893• 415 

1181894: 401 

' 51896 ............ 1 829 
u 1909 ............ , 947 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-C-(Continued) 

· Post.Office 
Stream Name of Claimant Address Name of Ditch 

1'2 
:a~ ~ "=' 
t:: = ~ .s 
0 "' "' 

Locatlou of Headgate 
Date of 

Priority 
0 z 
0: ... 
~ 

0 z 
0. 
"' 1=1 -< 

j ~ rn~ ~ 1-s--,I_T_II R-1-il ______ 1----~-~--1 
~ _ ~ County Month IDI Yr. 

---------~------------~------~------------,---~~~ .. ~ I I . ,-----~,--~.~~--~ 

4010herrY ..... ·!June 2911905~ .. Pole creek. .. 

Rickman creek ... 

Rock creek 
Rock creek .. 

Julian, A. R., et 

Byington, W. W ... 

F.astlick, B. J ... 
Wile, H .. 

aL ....... Gordon ·······-··-· 

';;Jlringview 

Carns 
Maria ville 

Rock Spgs Ck ... 
Rock Spgs Ck .. 

Moore, \V. S .. ............ Meadville 
Van Koten, J .................... . Springview 

Shobe Br ... Lamb, A. J .............. . Spencer ........... . 

Snake river .............. Jackson, W. S ................... Valentine 

Spring creek ... ~uskie, A. K ..................... . Sparks 

Springs ...................... Bakewell, Geo. C ... .J ohnstO\m 

Str., no name... Grant, C. G. Winfield 

Str., no name... Conger, 0. K. Norden 

Snider creek. Pickler, W. S ...................... .. Springview 

.Spotted Tan C... Rhodes, J. G .. Mci.ean 

Sweeney canyon .... Hornback, J .......... ·-·-· 
1 
~narks 

p,)Je Creek Ditch 

Byington Ditch 

~ecessfty Ditch 
Wile's Dlteh ........................ . 

Moore's Ditch ... 
Van Koten Ditch .. 

Snake Hydro Elec. Co ... 

Garden Ditch ...... 

Glen Cove Ditch 

frrig. 

lrl'.l!. 

[rrig.: 
,rrlg.! 

'rrig. 
'rri~. 

rrrle-. 

P'werf 
frrtg. 

! 

Irrig. j 

Grant Ditch .... 

Conger Ditch .... 

Olds Ditch ... 

frrig .
1 

........... _.

1 

frrfg., 

............. !.rrig. i 

Spotted Tail Ditch... • rng 

Canon Canal .................... _. lrrlg, 

.57 28 :)"2 799 

582 

395 
397 

593 

*''IKeya Paha ... I.May 19
1
1891, 

I . 

-~512.!! 32 !~·Rock .... 'Jan. 171895 
.8(i \J: a1! i(Ucck ..... !April 31895 

I I ' ! 

3~ ~£ Keya Paha ..... June 30 1887 

I. I ~-2 ::)2 

I 
1.-t:J 12' 

619 

329 

I 
. ........ ·1052" 

:J55 

3:l 22'

1 

Key a Paha .. !Jan. 

'" 11 Holt .............. ~July 
31 30 Cherry ............... Fen. 

.os 2;; "' 2.,fuherry March 

.o-:- 2~1 

' 

.lJ ""I 
1 18951 

I 6:1soo
1 

.. 

161914
1 

.. 

1

so
1190J 

1067 .85! ~6 :)!5_
1 2~ !Brown Mar. 

I I 

i I 
1119ll 

I 
.H 31 20'1Rock ................ Jan. 11180) 400 

.ll 33 2:t Ke:va Paha ..... Sent . 

' 
.01 n! 3o 1~ Keya Pail a. ...!May 

.07 ! "' 17 Keys Paha ..... I May 

• 21" !9 31 25 Cherry .... IAu ... 

' I 
!t6 1895 .......... i 158 

l1 'ul94i 

' : 
lt71891i 

:'10 189J 
I 

607 

601 

414 1 

cc 

"" 0 

' ~ 
~ 

:<i I trl 
"1:l 
0 

I :<i 
>--3 

0 'I 
"J 
rn 
>--3 
> 
>--3 
trl 
trl z 
C"l ..... z 
trl 
trl 
::::: 



• 

CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-C-(Continued) 

Rtrenm Nome ot Claimant 

Turk~ creek .... - La Rue. C"bas. 
Turkey creek ....... _. La Rue, Ohas. 

Verdigris Ok: ... ---- Hanson, J. W. 

Whistle creek ........ Miller, W. K ....................... . 
Whistle creek. Watson, Mat ....................... . 

Willow creek........ Holllbougb, C. G ...... . 

Wooden Sp. Br ... Rhodes, F. J. 
Wooden Sp. Br ... Rhodes, F. J. 

Wyman creek ......... McCully, R. A. 
Wyman creek ....... _ Horton, I.. .. . 

Post-Office 
Address Xnme of Ditch 

~orcfen ···-·--- Turkey Creek Ditch ..... 
Norden ... Turkey Creek D. No. 

Em'tbg, Ia •. -- Drayton Ditch 

lrrlg. 

.. Irrig, 

...... Irrlg. 

Canton . . \'fhistle Creek Ditch .......... Irrbr. 
I 

,\llianee ...... -~Home Ditch .......... Irrl&'. 

~fars1and . . . IIollibough Ditch. Irrig ·1 

~pringvlew ___ Rhodes Ditch... . .......... Irrlg. 
Springview __ Rhodes Ditch... . ............ Irrlg. 

Carns ············-- McCully Ditch... .. ····-··· Irrig .1 
·-. I 

Young creek .. 

Carns ................ 

1 

Horton Ditch.... ...... Irrfg. · 

Lamb, A. J .... ···············----- Spencer ____ Harvey & Lamb Ditch .. iirrfg. 

Date of 

I 
i 

*"" 
Location of Hendgnte Priority 0 

~~ -.; z 
"" d "' c. 
d " I I I I I I ~ 

" "' 8 1;,[ SITIR County Month IDIYr. i 0 < 
-~ I I I I I 

l .. b. i 
I 

.4S !5 3.1 2:~ J\:eva Paha ~1:\00 "'j:{:l 

2. j35 3.1 23 Keya Paha .

1

May ill1901. 751. 

2.861 8; 28 ~1:\.nteloDe •···· AUIZ • ill 1894 248 

.86i 13 
I 

........ June 6 1895 65 28 54·Stoux ~-········ 

1. 12 28 5-I,Sioux . .......• June 

1 

281895r-···-··· 58 

.1611012.0 
I iAorU 50 Dawes 120)908, .......... 1898 

.21 25 35 20 Keya Paha ..... ·June I 512 19 189\1; ............ 

.14 25 35 20 Keya Paha ..... March 12 1900 !)U 

.SQ 1913Z 19,Keya Paha .... 'June 10!
1

1891 604 . 

.14! 17 32 19 Keya Paha ... .. iJune 51894 587 
I 

.21: 3?1 33 11 Holt ............ June 13 18911 Sll 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVI3ION 2-D-(Continued) 

S.treatu l\'"nme of Claimant 
I Post-Office I Address Name of Ditch 

I 
I Date of 0 

~ .r:J Location of Heatigate 1 Priorlt7 Z 0 

j ! '! S I TJ R L_ Con~- :Mont~~~Y~~ i i 
I I I ' 

Ash creek.... ····-\Compton, W. I~. ··t""hltney lfrrig. 
Ash creek ............... 

1 

Connell, W. D... .. 'Whitney Connell Ditch_ . ········--·- Irrfg. 
Ash creek... . ....... Cripps, M. A...... .. Whitney Cripps Ditch..... . .... irrrig. 
Ash creek ................ Cripps, Minerva A ............ IWhitney . Cripps Ditch No. 2 ·······---jTrrig. 
Ash creek.... I Howard, W. C ................. 1Whitney . Cripps Ditch. ····ilrrlg, 
Ash Ck. E. Br ...... Tomlin, H. B.... -··········['vhitney . Ox Yoke Ditch. :rrrig. 
Ash Ck. E. Br ...... Afrd, Ida L... . .......... ,Crawford ...... Barron Ditch ........................ :Irrig, 
Ash Ck. E. Br... Ivfns~ Orville R.---··--···-····:crawford . Sheldon Ditch ................... ·

1

Irrig. 
Ash Ck. E. Br ... 'fodd, Frank P... ······!Crawford . Todd Ditch...... . ............. jrrrig.[ 
Ash Ck., E. Br.. Stumph, Nellie ........................ Crawford Stumph Dftch ,Irrig, . 
Ash Ck .• W. Br --/Vetter, Andrew .............. - .. -··crawford . Mace Ditch..... . ........ jrrrfg. 
Ash Ck .• W. Br ... Wall, 0. W ____ .............. Crawford ....... ,W. Ash. 0. I. Co. D. ·~rrrig. 
Ash Ck., w. Br ... Ivins, Orville R.. Crawford... . .. Woodard Ditch.. . ...... _r

8
rtroirg .. l· 

Ash Ck., W. Br ... Broadhurst, Natllan. Crawford jBroadhurst Res.. , 

lnraddock Ditch. .. ...... [rrrig.: 

....... / T·h~ .. ·~;~~~~ .. -M~~:~ ...... ~:~ ~%!~ 
[Wm. Lockler Diteh Irrig. 

···r·stastney Ditch.......... rrrig. 
... Braddock .................. Irrig. 

....... 

1

1 Cilek Ditch........ , Irrig. 
Rickman Ditch ! trrig. 

! I ........ jLockct Ditch... Irrig. 
.......... Rich•ards Ditch ...................... Irrig. 

Beaver croek .......... !Braddock, Wm... Ohadroo. 
Beaver creek .......... Braddock, J. F ................... Chaflron 
Beaver creek ............ The Ravenna Mills .............. Ravenna .. . 
Beaver creek... .Braddock, Wm... Chadron 
Beaver creek .......... l'stastney, F .............................. '.Chadron 
Reaver creek... ..... Braddock, I. F ...................... 'Chadron 
Beaver creek ......... ~U. R. Land & Cattle Co. Chadron 

Rickman, A. W. 'Chaflron 

Bordeaux crock ... lr.ocket, T. E ......................... )·Chadron 
Bordeaux creek ..... :Naylor, W. W ........ _ ........... Chadron 

Beaver creek . 

.03 12 32 

.&1 6 32 

I. 13 32 

1.14 13 32 
.57 13 32 

2.86 31 3'l 

1.14 32 32 

1.43 30 32 
.38 31: 

31 32 

1. 31 
1.6~ :w 32 

.14 2'5 32 
5. 35 3'l 

.:>B b 31 

.04 1 31 

8 12 
34 35 

.30,, 33 

.6 &.1 
,36 4 33 

I. 9 33 

' .w[u 1 
32 

• 14 36 33 

51 Dawes 
50 Dawes 
51 Dawes 
51 Dawes 
SI1Dawes 
50 Dawes 
50 Dawes 
50 Dawe3 
50 Dawes 
50 Dawes 
51 Dawes 
51,Dawes 
51. Dawes 

51 Dawes 

July 
........... June 

..... Jan. 
Dec. 

........... iAU~. 
May 

......... July 

........... Tan. 
Sept. 

......... July 
,July 
Feb. 

........... Nov. 

April 
April 

' 

15 1893 455 
171898 45Y 

10 1899 491 
261903 735 
2711906, . 835 
31 1880 4!7 

I ISSS 438 
26'.1899 ............ 493 

1211899 ............ 520 
I 1003~* ........ 

31 ISS! 
4 '18!)3 

31898 
171913 

l.'i 180.:') 
~~; t,%;' 

428 
452 

434 

.......... - 1333 

4'!3 

9ii 
........... -..... 1037" ....... . 

4G,Sheridan 
-t~iDawes 
u'Buffalo ... 
47 Dawes ... 
~o[<;;hcridau 
37 Dawes 

....... -1""" ... : .1017 
. ,July 30 t81s! . :-nc 

Dec. 3 1900 ·- 4113 
46 Sheridan ............ Tnnt~ 
46 Sheridan........ .July 

4SiDawes 
48 Dawes 

........ June 
......... Sept . 

·,:J lS!l': 

:: 100:0 
I 

3C lffi) 

10 1890 

513 
GSI 

' 
~ ~~ i:'J 

"' j 
0 

I ~ 
t-:3 

0 
"%j 

00 ~ 
t-:3 • 
> l t-:3 ,, 
i:'J 
i:'J z 
C'l ..... z 
i:'J 
i:'J 
~ 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-D-(Continued) 

Rtrenm Name ot Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address ::>\a :.ne of Ditch 

-------- ---------------

Bordeaux c:eek l Bryant, S. A ..................... ,Chadron ........ Bryant's Ditch... . .. Jfrrlg. 

Bordeaux creek S'aylor, W. W...... · ......... Chadron .......... Richards Ditch....... rrrig, 
Bordeaux creek -~weber, Peter......... . ........ 

1

Chadron ... Hall's Ditch .......................... :frrig. 

Bordeaux creek Mann. Wm. iChadr.on ····--·-· MaDn's Ditch -----·Trrig,l 
Rordeanx creek ..... Adams. S. L... . .............. Chadron .......... Adams Ditch ......................... :rrrie-. 
Bordeaux creek... County of Dawca ... ! Chadron .... ----1 County Ditch........... . ...... Irri.l!. 
Bordeat1x creek... Hebard, K. M... . ......... Chadron ...... ·nacon Ditch... iirrig. 
Bordeaux creek.... Morrisey, M... __ I ~:hadron ...... -:·Morrissey CanaL..... . ... ·'trrig. 
Bordeaux creek ..... 'I O'Donnell, John... . .... !Chadron ........ I O'Donnell's Ditch.. . .. -·IIrr~g. _i 

Rordeaux creek ..... ,Nelson, P. B........ . ... ~::'hadron Nelson's Ditch..... . ..... Irng 
Rordcanx rreek ..... ,Nelson, P. B.... . ... Chadron .... INelson's Irr. Plant ............ !rrrig. 
Bordeaux creek ..... ~aylor, Chas ........... I Chadron ·Burns Ditch... .. ............ ,rrrig. 
Rordeaux creek.. Martens, Wm... . .. ! Chadron ........... 1\Iartcns Ditch... . . ... lrrrig 
Bordeaux creek ..... Martens, Wm... --·/Chadron Martens Ditch ............. : ~ ... :: Trriz: 

' BordC'aux, I.tt... Hartzell, 8 ................ ··· ·--··[6~aadd;oonn 
Bordeaux, l.it ....... Butler, J. A .. 
Bordeaux. Lit .... _ Frady, 0. H..... Chadron 
Bordeaux, LJt.... Collin, Jacob... Chadron 
13ordeaux, Lit ....... Good, J. W ...... Chadron 

Bull creek Johnson, W. 8 ... 

Cedar Canyon ....... Pelren, J. E ..... 

Chadron creek ....... 
1
City of Ohadron ... 

... Glen 

Crawford 

.1 Chadron 

Hartzell Canal 
.... IIButler Ditch ........... . 
.......... Frady Ditch ........ .. 
.......... lcomn·s Res .... 

Good Ditch. 

... Irrizr. 
.. ..... Irrig.! 

........... Trrig, !_ 

... Irrig,l 
.... Irrlg. 

Johnson Ditch So. 1.. ..... Irrh:. 
I 

I 
'Irrig, ........ Cedar Canon Ditch ..... 

....... Chadron Water Works ..... I W. S' 

.29 11 33 

.07 b 33 

.35 361 3;l 

. 23 2!;1 3~ 

.14 2 32 

.14 23 33 

.21 21 34 

. OS 15 33j 

.14 31 
-36, 14 3.1' 
.14 11 33 

'·' 36 33 
.57 28 34 

1.14 21 34 

_5'1 
I I 

13 33, 
.11 33, 33 

30 31 
.31 14 32 

7. i 20 33 

.291 7 30 

· A3 16 33 

1. 
I 

lR' ~2 

4R Dnwcs 
4S,Dawcs 
48:Dawcs 
4S'Dawes 
4.8 Dawes 
48 Dawes 
48 Dawes 
48 Dawes 
48 Dawes 
48:Dawes 
48.Dawes 
4SjDawes 
431Dawes 

481Dawes 

48
1

Dawes 
47!Dawes 
47 1Dawes 
48·Dawcs 
47

1

Dawes 

53 Sioux 

53J

1

Sioux 

4:: Dawes 

..... ;Feb. 
.. - .......... 'March 

........ 'sept. 
... Dec . 

...... March 
... July 

.July 
Aug . 

....... Jan. 
Oct. 

.... 
1
.Tan_ 

........ Nov. 
........... !seut. 

........ Jan. 

.... Tune 
.. June 

·-··········Feb. 
March 

March 
I 

............ -.. ~March 

.... iDee. 

I 
~ 

td 
0 
> 
~ 
ti 
0 
"'l 

418011 4;{.1 

1 1SCJ11 4~7 

>-< 
~ 
~ 

i 18:Y.? 446 >-< 
C'l 

::n 1892 971 > 
5.1893 450 

31 i1sn tls:3 

>-,3 
>-< 
0 

11894 4f5 ~ 
251;1894 4.91 

1~1'8981 4:-32 
1 ~98 ... 478 
2>' 809. 494 
~ 1900 584 

~ 
>-< 
C'l 
~ 
:;:: 

12:: t902 600 
14 1907: 848 

> 
><! 
rn 

1 1893 448 
11R94 443 i----

··'········ "1000 

> z 
ti 

2yooc, 780 
61005 .... 783 

ti 
~ 
> >-< 

131895 519 z 
! ' 

' 118971··-·--· 380 

1311888) 102!! ' 

> 
C'l 
t;j 

"' '"' v> 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVI8ION 2-D-(Continued) 

Stre-aru Name of Claimant 
I Post-Office 
I Address Name of Ditch 

Chadron creek ....... GaJinp, 
Chadron creek wnson, 
Chadron creek. Wilson, 
Chadron creek ....... Record, 

W. S ..................... [Chadron 
H. M ...................... :Chadron 
W. W. .. ............. ~Chadron 
A. A ....................... Hyannis 

Charcoal bk ............ Weber, .M. J ...... . Glen 

Cottonwood Ok... Glendy, W. K.. Whitner 
Cottonwood .......... Glendy, W. K. ..... - ... --··- Whitney 
Rav.t'b. O't'd ck .. Carlson, A. A.. .. .............. Crawford 

Cottonwood Lit ... Golden, T. F .. ---·-·-···-·····- Crawford 

Cottonwood Llt ... ~P~~e, :..~---~-~---~:.: ... ~-~~~-~~:. Crawford .. 

Cottonwood l..it .... Kusel, Wm. T ..................... Chadron 

I 
....... Gallup's Ditch. Irrig., 

rng- Wilson Ditch... lrrrlg. 
Wallace \Vilson Ditch ... lrrrig.; 
Half Diamond E. D. 'rrrlg .I 

Klein Ditch ... Irrfg. i 

...... Rasmussen Ditch .... .. Trri~. 
Rasmussen Ditch ..... . Trrlg. 

.. Trr!g., 1Carlson Ditch ... 

...... !Tho!'<. Stuart Ditch. Irrig. 

Swart Bros. Ditch.. Irrlg. 
Kusel Ditch ........ ....... ........ I rrfg. ! 
Simmons Ditch ... Trrfg.; Cottonwood Lit .... Simmons, Raner ....... ! ........... 

1 

Crawford 
Cottonwood Lit ... t{usel, Wm. T... . ... Chadron _··----Kusel Ditch No. 2... . .. Irrf2'.1 
Cottonwood Lft .... Dunn, J. G..... . ...... Jcrawford ........ ·Dunn's Ditch .......................... Trriz.' 
Cottonwood Lit ... Erikson, .Jno. R... . ···---~Crawford ........ 1 ~tewart & Maple Ditch. Irrig. 
Cottonwood Lit ... Kusel, Wm. T .................... _,l Chadron .. ·I Kusel & Spear'n Ditch. Irr~2'.! 
Cottonwood Lft Broadhurst, Herb ................ Crawford .... _ i Broadhurst Ditch .... ~---···· .. Trri;,r ·I 
Cottonwood, little Dodd & McDowell 

1

crawford ········I Dodd & McDowell Ditch .. --~~Hor. 
1 

Dead Horse Ck... Kemery, John ...... ·-·····-···-·! Chadron ··········1---··-·················--······················~-----,'Irrtg. 1· 
Dead Hor,;:~e Ok ... Woodruff, F. B. & E. F) Chadron ··········I 'Mag Butte Dftcb. ....... _ ...... 1 Irrlg. 
Dead Horse Ok .... Goff, L. L ............................. Chadron .......... :loff Ditch.... .. Irrig. '1 

0 
z 0 
;; z 

I 
Date of 

Lo('ntio~l of Heallgate I PrioritJ I 

"' 6 " 0 0. 
;::, 

"" . SIT I~~ ~o':t~ fonth lnl~"._r·~:-~--
.08 
.20 
.07 1

, 

. 57 

.11 

2.29 
18. 

.71 

.33 

2.86j 

l.U 
1.14' 

.431 
I. 48: 

.29 

' 
15 3' 40 Dawes 
12 32 49 Dawes 
12 32 40 naw<>..s 

1 32 40 Dawes 

33 :n! 53 Sioux 
I 

101 33 52 Dawes 
10' 33 52 Dawes 
211 33 52,Dnwes 

8 32 52 Dawes 

8 32 52 Dawes 
32 51 Dawes 
32, 51 Dawes 

R 32 51 Dawes 
9' 32 52 Dawes 

32 52 Dawes 
.71 8 

:l.~ I 7 

32 51 Dawes 
32 51 Dawes 

10- 18 32 5 Sion::t-
' 

I I 
.01 32 32 491Dawe::; 
.03 32 32 491Dawes 
,171 9 31 49,Dawes 

i 
Dec. ,20 18!JO 426 
,Jnly :13 18!)3 413 
.Tnly 14 1803 45-! 
.Tnne 17 1831 46S 

I 
Aug. 1 1882 982 

March 818DS 444 
Dec. 2!1 1Firlfl 528 
Seot. 20 189';' 409 

i 
!Dec. 21 1800 425 

'.June 101895 
.... Oct. 1ftlS!J5' 183 

Sent. 12
1

1~~---~ 521 
1\!a:y 19 1900 5()0 
Jan. 1"4-!90°: 619 
March 10h00? 616 

..... Tune ~0,100? 077 
Feb. 25 1913 1264 
April 1151!)13

1 

• ......... !1276 

I 
11 18ao1 

........... 
1
sent. 493 

. .. ·····jAprll 10 1891 427 
....... Aug. j271893l 457 

"" 
I 

Cj 

"" ~ .... 

I 
~ 
< 

~ 
l'i 
'1:1 
0 ' ~ ~ >-:3 

0 ~ "':! 
rn 

l >-:3 

~ 
1.".1 

1.".1 ., 
z j 
Cl I ...... z 
1.".1 ; 1.".1 
~ 

~ 

; 
.-1 

~ 
1 

~ 
'~ 

I 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-D-. .:.(C_o.:..n_t_in_u __ e~d)~-=---,----

Stream Name of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address 

Dead Horse Ck ..... !Harley, James.. . .......... !chadron.. I 

~a me of Ditch 

Dead Horse Ck 'Goff, L. L Chadron . Goff Dit,('h 
Dearl Horse Ck ..... Geiser, 8. A... 1 Chadron ........... ]Geiser Ditch. 

rrrig. 
Trrig. 
Irrig. 
Trrlg. Dead Horse Ck. ... Slatttery, Roy A ... ····:::::::Jchadron .......... 1 

' 
DPrulmnn f'k.. PhilliJlS, 'V. 8. Crawfortl ...... istrwart Ditch 

Crawfonl ... I Phillips Dlteh . 

Trrlg-. 

. .... -i Trrig. 
irrrig. 
: rrrig 

J)(>ndman Ok. Phillips, W. s.:. 
Dcarlrnan CHr Glendy, Wm. K. Crawforti P. &. Hn~. Ditf'h 

Dr~u1mtm Ck .......... Llndrrmnn. Con .. . 

Tl~f'P Cf('Ck .. 

Deep Cl"eek. .. 

Dry Run .. 
Dry Run 
Dry Run 

Dry Draw 

English creek ... 

IGrren, l\1. H ...... . 
I McMasters, Wm. A. .. 

OampbeH, F. J _______ _ 

Gu!'W, William 
Harsh & Weston ... 

]<:arnest, Geo. A. 

:\!('Dowell, E. C. 

:-.:rawfortl 

•• 
1 t..'hadron 
C'rawfonl 

1 

C1'a\vford 

I 

Chadron ..... 

Crawford 
i 

Flood Waters.. Lenehan, Delia lcl'Uwford ..... 
Flood Waters ...... -~ Arner, Jesse B.. ! Crawford . 

Hooker creek... Uhlig, Max...... . ......... !Glen 
Hooker creek Sheldon, 0. E ........ ·-··········-··ji Crawford .. 
Hooker C'reek. ...... _. Souther, Mable G ·--···---·- Crawford 

T.inrlerman Dltrh 

Deep Creek Ditch ..... ! Trri2:. 
Green Ditch ....... . Irri~. 

Oampbell Ditch....... frril-!". 
William Gu~n I«>s Stnr. 
Harsh & Wc~ton Dit('h 1 rriK. 

Earnest Ditch . frrig. 

:\IcDowel Stor. Sys. .. . ... 
1 

Irrlg. 

I 

Lt>n£>han Res. 
Arner Ditch 

McMannis Diteh 

I 
·~tor. 

..-

1 Irrig-. 

... !Trri.!!. 
Alcorn Ditch ..................... iirrig. 
Souther Lake .. ___ ................. iF. & I 

.01 3~ 32, 40 Dawes 
4 31i -!fl Dawes 

.55 17 321 4D Dawes 
1.2!J 32 33 49 Dawes 

' .211 Hl :w !i2Dawes 
.11 18 3C ·i:2 Dawes 

1.43

1

, 3(): :,::::Sioux 
.11 18 :;!II 'i~ Dawes 

.on 

.20 

g .1(] 

D :10 

'i:<sroux 
'}:\'!sioux 

1. 85i ::s1 4fl!Dawes 
20. ;~f) :H 5:2 Da We.."! 

:1. 31 31 51 Dawes 

:1.71 22 ;;.) t-9 DawPs 

4. 25 ::U. .,2 Dawes 
.14 2:7 31 fi~ Sionx 

1. 7 :11 !il Dawes 
1 .21 31 :12 lil Dtn~es 
1.4:1 30 32 rn Dawe!'l 

Aug. 1 18DJ -!SS 1 

Mar. 
April 

........ Mny 
. .... March 

:Uay 

. !Tune 

. .. ·····I~Iav 
. ..... 

1

oct. 

1
Nov. 
.Jan. 

Feb. 

Ort. 

jAnril 
iMay 

I 
!Dec. 

.... j~ov. 
......... Sept. 

18 1002,. 
6 1904 

I : 
81896 

19.1!l00, 
' I 

20 19001 
11 190('! 

I 

1 l3S': 

I s 1895 

I g\oos .. 
l1s'!914: 

12()1911! 

:,, 10011 

7 
. 658 

74[) 

334 
517 
56? 

501 

. ....... 1061 

I n2 

I 
1278 'lfi 1913' 

l6i1913 ........... 1200 

, n ts.~<:l 

1'7 "''"I 24-1908 

4'12 

803 
91!1 

td 
0 
> 
;d 
1::1 
0 
"::l 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-D-(Continued) 

~ I Date of 0 
~ ~ ~ "O : Location of Headgate Priority z 

Post-Office ;:::.
0 
~ ~ ~ ! ~ 

8trenm Name of Claimant Address Xvme of Ditch .... ... .!:d • 

___ -_· _____________________________________ j ~ 
1

j ~I S Iii_ Cou:l'__lMontlJ/n/Y{_~ ___ ! 
0 z 

.ndlan creek. ........... Seegrist, Isaar I 1 
...... Crawford .... ! -iPt\.;Ti~t Ditch.. ··········--,Irrig. .00 31 50 Dawes 

Tndian crC<'k ............ Flood, M. F .. . . ! Crawford Floo(1 Ditch.. Irrig. .07 33 32 50 Dawes 
...... ... ....... i Whitney.. fkycr Ditch ---

1 

rrrig. .86. 28 32 50 Dawes Tndian creek.. Boyer, F .. 

I -. i D ....... \\h1tncy .......... !Kaiser it<'h ..... . 
... ..... !Honnold· Wilson 

Inflian Ok. trib .. Kaiser, Omar A ... 
Indian .creek trib. Honnold Bros ... Whitney Ditch ___ . rrrig _ 

1rr1g . 

Kyle creek Colville, David .. Glen Kyle Creek Ditch ..... . Irrlg. 

Lone Tree, S. Fk. Thomas, J. 0 ............ -----····· Whitney.... .. Thomas Ditch.. . ........... Irrlg. 

Madilen creek .. . 
Mudden creek .. . 
1\Iadden and 
~orth <:reeks 

Flannigan, F. 
Trier, Phillip .... 

Flannigan, 0. R ... 

I 

I I ! 
.... - ..... 1 Chadron .......... 

1

Dams ................. Trrl.a-. 
........... Provo, S. D. Trier Ditch .. .. IrrJ.~r. 

11 I I 
.... ~ Chadron ......... :Dams ... (rrlg. 

Rush creek... .. ... ·Braddock, H. T ............. Chadron .......... Braddock Ditch. ..·
1
trri2'. 

llush creek ............... Braddock, H. T... 
1

1 Chadron Bra.--l<.lock Ditch Exten. Irri.~r 

'-land creek, trlb :1 ..... ~jc1rawford lllllcndix Ditch_.... .. ..... [IIrrlg. to L. Cotton d .. Metz, Scott... _ 
to L. Cotton d .. ·~ Carlson & Rasmussen ...... 1 Crawforcl 

1

c. &R. Sand Creek D .. Irrig. 

~dcr•.~- I 
to J_,, Cotton'dj Arner, J. & H... jcrawford 'Arncr Ditch... .. .... Irrfg. 

' .57 28 32 50'Dawes 
.71 31 50 Dawes 

.5i 30 51 Sioux: 

1. 2S :u 51 Dn l\o'es 

.57 ~6 3.5 4r:l Dawes 
1.21 fi 3-1- 4S Dawes 

.57 31 3'5 48IDawes 

I 
3. 10 ::S-l 49,Dawes 
1.57 11 34 49 Dawes 

. 51 35 33
1 

53 Sioux 
30. ', 32 33 52 Dawes 

2.59 26 33 53S!oux 

......... Nov. 
. .. Feb . 

. .... April 

Feb. 
.. ..... May 

489 

559 

25 1912 .. .. ..... 1199 

,Jnne 30 I~ :>22 

.......... April 

.. ......... July 
....... Aug. 

. ...... Oct. 

. ...... May 
......... Mav 

.. ....... Nov . 
.... Sept. 

Jan. 

29T)()'> 

11 100-J . 
1 1900 . 

17 100·1. 

3~1::.····· 

19;1895 -· 
12'190l . 

12 1005 .. 

78!1 

763 

830 

771 

700 
825 

189 
767 

ii9 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-D-(Continued) 

Stream Name of Claimant 

Sand cree:.r:-~---
to L. Cotton'd Rasmussen, K ... 

Sand creek, trib. 
to L. Cotton'd Dunn, John G ... 

Draw, trlb. ot 
Sand creek ... 

Saw Log, East .. 
Saw Log, EasL. 
Raw Log, F.n~t .. .. ,. Log, East ..... 

I ordon, M. D ..... . 

Stewart, H. E .. 
~tephenson, Chns ...... 
Uaker. .\. D. 
Van Trcek, P. H. 

Getchell, G. C .... 

Post·Olllce 
Address ~a me of Ditch 

....., I Date of ~ 
Q) "'d Location of Head gate ;

1

- Priority ~ 

~ 113 "" 
"' Q 1----------:'- ----,--
,i ~IS II T II R ( County I Month IDIYr.ii i 

0 z 

ifhltney Rasmussen Ditc:-- Irrlg, --:--:\321--::Dawe:-- ';~~ ~1::!.-~ 811 

I I I 

Syndi~ate Ditch. ············- Irrig. 27.42 32 33]52 Dawes April 2191.2 ...... ·1190 
I I . 

'irawforcl 

Adelia ................. Jordon Ditch ....................... Trrlg. 

Crawford 
Crawford 
Crawford 
Crawford 

Little Saw Log Ditch ... Trrlg-. 
Stephenson Ditch.. Irrig. 
Baker Ditches ... 
Van 'l'rcek Canal & 

Pcnrls 

'frril!. 
I 

. ...... lrrrlg. 

Pine Ridge ...... Getchell Ditch .. 

.so! 31 331 5:3 Sioux 

. 71112 30 

1.14 21 31 
. 29' !'jl 30 

. 37 

52:' Dawes 

~~i~::~: 

.(17 27 34 45 Sheridan 

Anril ~~1000 ..... 

.Tan. 2:l1007 

.. March '51907 .. 
1,.Tan • 11~190R' 

May s 1911 . 

A14r. 418 

819 
8~2 

&!> 

1098 

Soldier creek .. . . Rodgers, J. J ... ..... ..1 Crawford Rodgers Ditch .. 
~wanson Ditch .. 

I 

ltrri~., 

,Irrlg. 
Irrig. 

.H 
1.40 

311 53 Sioux 
31 53 Sioux 

I 

Avril 

111894 

3011883 546 
SoMier creek .. . Swanson, Geo. 

R,1r!ng Br. ttlb. 
White river .......... Tucker, J. S .. 

f~prfng creek. .......... Swlnbank, Sam1 .. . 
Spring creek.. Forbes, J. D. 
!ip.rtng creek W'olff, Ferdinand 
Spring creek... Swinbunk, Sam'L.. 

Crawford 

Glen 

Crawford 
Crawford 
Crawford 
Crawford ... 

! I 

Irrig.l .17 34 31 541sloux 

\Ioszeter Ditch. _______ Irrlg, . .. .. 13 32 52\Dawes 

Forbes Ditch No. L.. .... Irrig·. .57 20: 32, 52 Dawes 

Tucker Ditch ........ . 

Wolff Ditch........ . . Irrig, 1.71 '21 32: 52 Dawes 
Swlnbank Res... Stor. 2. 13 32 52 Dawes 

I Spg, ck, trib. of
1 

I.!t. Cottn'd ...... ·Pinney, B. G ....................... Crawford ........ Spring Creek Dltch ........... iirrlg.' .861 13 321 52.Dawes 

March 251905 786 

' 

' iJune 1 1983 557 

........ '*1014 
........ 

1

, A prO 28 1002 . .. 663 

.......• Jan. 1511901 .·.·.··.·.·.· .. ·.·.·.·.··.!!~ 

. ...... March 3i1914 ,;)iJII) 

! 

......... May 10,1894 466 I 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-D-(Continued) 

Stream Name of Claimant 

Lit. Cottn'd .. Balser, R .... 
Lit. Cottn'd ...... Broadhurst, N. & H .. . 

Spgs. trfb. to D. 

Post-Office 
Address Nome of Ditch 

Lusk, Wyo .... Spring Creek Ditch No.1 Irrl.e. 
Crawford .. Spring Creek Ditch No.1 Irrig. 

Horse creek ......... GofT, T. 1 •... . ........... Chadron Goff Ditch .................. Irrfg. 
• 

Squaw creek. ......... Daniels & Stetson ............. Crawford 
I 

Daniels & Stetson Dftch Irrig. i 
Squaw creek.. . Cooper, Wm .......... ..; ............. Crawford 
Squaw creek. . .. McDowell, E. 0... .. Crawford ... ;~~~= c~!:h ... :::::·::··-··-- ;::;:,i 
rnmk Butte 0 ..... Smock. M ...... . Whitney .......... Smock's Ditch 
Trunk Butte C Snyder, Frank W. Whitney Snyder' .s Ditch 

W. Clay Ck 
IV. Clay Ck.. 
IY. Clay Ck ... 

...... Dn\·ldson, J. E... Crawford... McFarland Ditch 
....... Hazleton, Wrn. 8 ............. Crawford llazleton Ditch .. . 

White River Trr. Co ......... Crawford ........ White River Ditch 

, ..• .-rfg. 
Irrlg, 

Irr!g.[ 
Irr!g.[ 
Irrfg.

1 P'wer 
\V, Clay Ck .......... Cooper, ·wm .... Crawford ........ Cooper Ditch ···-· rrrlg,l 
W. Clay Ok... Brockway, Horace ............ Crawford ........ Brockway Ditch .................... Irrig., 
W. Clay Ck ......... Pine Ridge Ind. Ag •........ P. Ridge I. ' 

Ag., S. D ... Pine Ridge Irr. Ditch... Irrig., 
\'\". Clay Ck ........ Adams, C'-:.00. M... . .. Crawford ........ Rincker Ditch.. .. Irrig.' 
i\". Clay Ck... . Hutzel, John C..... Rushville .......... Hutzel Ditch... .. [rrig.l 
White Clay creek .. Brooks, J. N. ·········-·--····-·--· Rushvllle ........ Brooks Ditch.... . ..... Irrig. '! 

White Clay creek. Townsend, Charles ······-·····]"''bite Clay ...... Townsend Ditch............. Irrig., 

W Clay, E. Br ... Stewart, H. E .................. Crawford ....... : Little Saw .I .. og Ditch .. Irrlg. 

Date of i 't:! Location of Headgate Priority 

..., z 1----------1------1 

-g ;; l ) I II ~ ~I 8. T R\_ County [Month D Yr. 

I --c,c~l~[~~--

2. ,' 7 32! 51 Dawes .............. Dec. tlt894 1 

2.2s: 13 32 52IDawes April 7[1905 

\ 

.14 30 32 49!Dawes ..... !Avril 2'

1

1891 W 

.29
1 

19_ 3\' 51 Dawes ...... !Junt l'i 1895 ........ .. 27 
2 .29· 36·

1 

32·; 52 Dawes Mav slrR96
1

.......... 3.13 

3. 12~ 31 52 Dawes ..... Oct. 13,
1

191ll •........... 
1

1132 

.07 26 32 50·Vawes Junt: 28189-'i, 46:') 

) 14 32! 50
1
Dawes i:\Inr ) -~yvui 13Gl" 

1.64 35 32 52 Dnu-cs jMnv 
1

1 18,'!8911' 960 
1.141 13 31 52

1

·Dawe.~ May 15
1

189-1 475 
8.711 Wi 32i 52 Dawes ...... Dec. :n.11894 477 
1. 35 32 52 Dawes ....... Dec. 31

1-t89l .. 

0 z 0 

"' 
z ... c. " 0 "' ]:! -< 

473 
788 

3.71 2 1 31, 52'Dawes ..... June :12"2it895j ........... 
1 

42 

.n
1 

36: 31 .12'
1

Dawes ··reb. :271006~"" ... 
1 

256 

1 

.. [sheridan .... ,............. .1 ....... 1 *41£1 
.s<ln 31[ 52 1Dawes ......... ,June s

1
1001l·········· 618 

.511 13 31l 52 Dawes ... ADrll 0011003 .......... 7lli 

.42 35 35 4t; Sheridan Aug, 2!191I !120 

.&:~ 25 35! 45 Sheridan ....... Jan. 211911: . 1004 

I 
.71, 12,: 30 52 Dawes .. .Jan. 849 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-D-(Continued) 

';:; 

"'"' ~~ Post-Office 
~treatn Nanw of Claimant Address Name of Ditch 0 "' ~ c. 

~~ 

0 

W. CJa:r and 
Sanaw creek. ..... White River Irr. Co .. Crawford ........ 

1 
White River lrr. Irrl.~. 

White RlYer .. 

White Ttlver. 
White River 
White Rivt>r. 

I 
Jacobson. :M •.. Glen ...... 1' .Jacobson Ditch .................... frrlg. 

... Diedrickson, N ··-------···· -----,Glen ----------· ...... Dicdricksou Ditch ................ trr1g. 
Hall, Leroy......... Crawford ... ---!Hall's Mili .............................. IP'wer 

Pinney, B. G .• et al .. ------1 Crawford ...... , Harris & Cooper Ditch .... Trrtg. 
Whit~ Rl'ver ........ Pinney, B. G., et al. ...... ,Crawford ..... 1Harrls & Cooper Ditch .... 'Irrlg. 

Pinney, B. G .• et al ......... ]Crawford ...... jHarrfs & Cooper Dit('h .... IIrrlg.j White 
White 
\Vhlte 

River 
Rive! 
River. 

1Vh'te River 
Whltp River ... 

Rasher. Mrs. E. L .... ___ !crawford ...... •Rasher Ditch-------• Irrlg.
1 

Welling, Cha!'. i Crawford Welling Ditch..... . .. ' 1Irrlg. 
Carpenter, E. J. & CC' I Whitney Carpenter Ditch. .. . -]Irrlg. 
White River lrr. Co •....... Crawford White It. Irr. Co. Ditch:I.&P, 

White RiYer ... IHall. Leroy............. . ... Crawford Halls' Ditch No. 2 ....... \Irrig. 1 

Crawford Co ........ ········I Crawford Crawford Citizens Canal Irrlg-. \-\•bite River ... 
·white River. 
White R!vt"r .... 

Schwartz, E . Andrews Hughson Dltcb. ················---~Irrfa-.' 

White river.. City of Crawford , Crawford... Crawford Water Sys ........ City . 
Butterworth, J...... . ...... I rrawford ....... Buttc-~worth Ditch ................ IIrrig. 

White river .. ·-··-····· Chicago Bur. & Q. R. I I 

R. Co..... . .. I.lncoln 0. B. & Q. Pipe Line at
1 

, 

~cpnge near 

1 

Crawford ···················-·----~ID&P 

White River ......... Mason, J. F •....................... Glen ····--· Masoiii Ditch ........................ Irrig., 

~ I Date of I 0 

I 
.,.,., Location of Head gate Priority I z 0 
~.s ~ z "' ~ ., 

" "' g e 1 1 1 ~ 

I Month /n/Yr.l 
c "' a;"' f SIT IR County 

m I I I 

! 

8. 36, 32. 52 Dawes 
r I 1 

.11 32 31 53 Sioux 

I 

.

1

March 

'Oct. 

26.4 , 3! 32 52 Dawes ......... Jan. 
. 21' 

2
1
5

/
3
30
2 

54 I Sioux . . ... Sept. 
16.78 52 Dawes Marcll 
1.57, 25 32' 52

1

Dawes ... June 

.28
1 

25 32/ 52 Dawes -···········I Oct. 
1.14, 19 32 51 Dawes ........ June 

..57 17 .12' Sl.Dawe.'! 
2.86

1 

1 32 51 ;Dawes 
8.71 35 32; 52;Dawes 

2-t.S.:"l! 3--t 32 .sz:nawes 

!!8. i 231· 31 
.(Y'!' 26 31' 
.00 3 31 

53[8foux 
b51Sioux 
52 ,Dawes 

32 32 52

1

Dawes 

3- 31 521Dawes 

July 
.. -Dec. 

IDee. 
... ,Sept. 

Feb. 
............... Marcb 

... May 

.1tj 32f 311 53JSioux... !May 

0 < 
I I 

I 3'1902
1 

...... 

1 

655 

11,1B82
1 

561 

10.1885 478a

1 

...... . 

1l1soo 562 ... - .. 
9

1

1894 r , 
1511894 1 484 .. 

3111894.t 
20 1894i 467 
L' 1894 409 
2'189-% 4R7 

:31118911 <77 I 

101895 4'18c 
pu1 

13!1895) 444 
;ts!t895: szo 

7 1895 400 
1026". 

' 1000 

12 1896: ..... 337 

ttl 
0 
> 
El 
0 
"':j 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-D-(Continued) 

Stream Name of Claiinant 

~~~-- -"-~-

Post-Office 
A.ddre!';s :"nme of Pitch 

White River ... ·····[Clarke, :p. L-··-···· -·---~Andrews I Lewis Ditch ....................... ·-·--llrrlg. 
White RiH~r ...... __ Bartlett, A. M .................... 

1
'Chadron . Chadron Ditch--·---·---~Irrig. 

White River. . .... 

1

Schwabc, Lena ......... ---······::·ICCrhna~r10ornd. [schwa be Ditch--·-···-------~-------- Irrfg. 
Whfte River ........... Wilkinson, Thos. . __ .. . . 'lflkinson Ditch ... ········--·----- Irrig. 
whitt River. _________ 

1 

Wright, Frank___________ .. I Whitney ----------i sandy stewart DJtch. . ]rrrfg. 
\'v~hlte River ___________ Forbes, Jeanette, ct al. ... [crawford ........ 'Rasher Ditch -----r·rrrig. 
White HiHr .......... Zurn, AUam_ 

1

crawford : Zurn & Sdnncizle Ditrh Irrig. 
\\ h'tP River .. ·····- .. Mecham, S. R .• et al ....... Whitney ......... ~!echam Ditch ........................ 1 Irrfg. 
\\"lute- River ............ 

1

!shaefer, Geo ....................... -jWhftrcy . Shaeffer & Blust Ditch .... ]Irrig. 
~\-hlte H:iver... . . Rasher, Frank_····--·············-r Crawford ........ 'I Rasher Ditch .......................... [Irrlg. 
" 1-tite Hfver ... Carlson, John ............... - ....... Whitney ....... Carlson Ditch ........................ 1 Irrfg. 
trllte River.. ..)Village of Crawford .. ···-··IGrawford Crawfnrfl Pump Station .iP'wer 
\~--hlte Rfver ............. 1Hebbert, Wm. s ..... -·-·-·---··'/Whitney -----· .

1

Hebbert Irr. Ditch ..... IIrrig. 
n:l"l!te River ........... 1 Nance & Simmons Irr. I 

I Co ........................................ Whitnry S. H. Irr. Co. Ditch __ itrrig. 
\\-'JJite River.. . ... 

1
Peterson, Ohas. R. ........... i

1

Crawford Ext. to C. Rasher Ditch Irrie-. 
,.d,itP River... .. ·[Schwabe, August ................ [ Charlron , Sehwabe Ditch... . .. :Irrig. 
Wl11te River... Schwabe, August ................ Chadron Scl1wabc Power Plant ....... :P·wer 
White River ....... [Wright Bros.. . ............ [Whitney .......... Wright's Ditch 1Irrig. 

~~::~ ~:;:;. -~~~~~~~: ~~~·: :fg~::;~~ ········l~~hb~ab~it~~tch!;;;:~: 
Wt.lte Rh-'er... . ... I stephenson, Ira J. .·Crawford ..... · S~t,henson Power Plant rP'wer 
White ri\'er_ . ..11 

'Vhite River Irr. Co ........ Crawford : White River Irr. Co.'s 

White Rlver. Schwabe, August ................ / Chadron ......... ! Sc~~'":~~--·-c·~~-~~~--~-- ...... 
1 

~~~;:: 
White river. .. Jenson, J. L .......................... Whitney 1 .Tcnson Irr. Plant .... frng. 

...., I I Date of 0 
~ '(j 1 Lot'ation of Beadgnte Priority z 

iiiSIITIIRI County ;ll1Io~th6-~~~d 
w I I I I I r..l 

"-- --~~--- ----- ~-~--

.H 27 31 55 Sfoux ···-·--·May 191891:1 
• 71 18 3-t 48 Dawes ........ May 211897 

1. H 2'> 34 49 Dawes ...... June 2~ 1897 
. 71 24 32 52 Dawes .............. Nov. 18 1897 
.9-t 10 32 51 Dawes ............. Jan. j 81898 
.50 19 32 51 DaW!lS ..... May !231898 

1. 19 32 51 Dawes ....... Oct. 13 1898 
2.86 17 32 31 Dawes ....... March 15 1839 
3. 1u 32 1ft Dawes ..... Dec. Is 1899 
1.43193251Dawes ....... Jan. '161900 
1.43 6 32 5()Dawes Nov. 261900 .. 

18. 31 52 Dawes 
.'.t) 3-t 33 50 Dawes 

1. 16 32 51 Dawes 
1.27 20 32 51 Dawes 

.57 24 3-t 49.Dawes 
5. 2-t 34 49 Dawes 
4. 16 32 51 Dawes 

.26 24 34 49 Dawes 

. 33 13 31 52 Dawes 
15. 34 31 53 Sfoux 

............ March 30 1003 
....... May :11,1903 

.......... Oct. 
........ Feb. 
........ June 
....... June 
...... I>ec. 

March 
....... Sept. 

26 1903 -
!i JOOJ 

13 190-1 
13 1904 
5 100-t 

191906 .. 
131906 ... 

....... March 15 1907 

I 
1-

340 

391 
394 
421 
427 
456 
4i5 
500 
525 
534 
588 
702 
707 

730 
740 

71S 
759 
II!] 

815 
838 
8'5-l 

1,4:3 21 32: 52
1

nawes 
3.43 31 34 4&_Dawes 
l.U 20 :3;~! ."i:J!Dawes 

:\larch 
........ July 

June 

11 1000. 936 
23 1908 908 
27 1911 ............ 1110 

• 
~ 
J 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-D-(Continued) 

f':trenm ~Olllt' of Claimant 

White river .......... Pinney, B. G. 
low, ,T. H .. 

I"VtlJtfj rtver. . .... Forbes, ·wm. T 
''nite ri\•er. .. Hebbeit, W. 8 .. 
White river. /Kusel, Wm. '1'. 

Can<ms' trlb o ! 

Wh!te Rh·er ....... _: Martens, ·wm 
Whtte Hlver ..... _ Jon('B. Sarah M ... 

I
[ Post-Office 

Address 

I 

Name of Ditch 

. ....... Pinney & Denslow Res. 

Crawford 

Cha1lron .. 

I 

('ha1lron 
.. , Crawfc::·rt 

I 

1-2-3 
F'c.rbcs Extension .... 
Hebbcrt Ditch 
Kusel 'White River Ditch 

~~~larten's Ditch ..... 
,r ones Ditch ________ _ 

. &S. 
.. 1Irrig. 

1 Trrig. 
frrig. 

I 

.. IIrrlg.l 
•• 1Irrig.l 

2G 2G 32 .52-Dawes Aug . 

.8, 18 3~ .'il Dan·cs Sept. 

.71 3> 33 so'nawes .............. March 
10 32 17 Dawes ........... May 

i 

.29 H 34 48 Dawes .... Dec. 

.29 9 31 1 51 !Dawes ........ May 

0 z 0 

" z 
"' 0. 
~ 0. 
0 < 

10 1911 112~ 

2G 1911 1123 

101914 ... .... 1360 
f) 1\)14 ...... 11367" 

26 1902 696 
201907 860 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-E-~(Continued) 

Stream Name of Claimant 

Antelope creek ....... 1 'l'urner. S. A. 
Antelope creek ....... Seaman, S. R. 
Antelope creek ....... Gayhart, M. J .......... . 
Antelope creek 

N. Br .......... ·-········ Story, S. R .... . 

.Reggy creek .......... Holly, Thos ..... . 
Bo~gy creek ............ Smith, J. W .. . 
Boggy creck. ........... !Wickersham, H. 

Boggy ck., MidBr Marten, Wm ......... . 

Post-Office 
Address ~·nme of Ditch 

I .. 
....................... Irr1g. 

.................. !rrria. 

. ............. Irrlg-. 
I 

I 
Harrison /Turner Ditch 

-···-· Warren, ""\\yo Ellis Ditch_ 
- .... ~Iontrose ... --~Gayhart D1tr.h 

- .. Story . ------ Story's Ditch 

I 

............... irrri2'. 

Crawford ........ 
1 

....... 1 lrril:. 

Harrison .......... 
1 

s·;;;·j~·h·;~·- Ditch... ·············--·I Irrig. 
Witchersham Ditch ........... II rrig. 

Harrison ········--I Bannon's Ditch .................. ;Irrig. 
Harrison ...... ]Martin's Ditch........ .!Irrie:. 

Harrison 

Boggy ck., MidBriBannon, J. F .... . 

Boggy ck., Mid Br Hill, Albert F .......... ········--
Harrison ··········rHill Irrigation Ditch 

Cedar creP...k ... . Schlitz, C. E. 
Cedar creek .... . Valdez, M ..... . 
Cedar creek ... _ Plunkett, John ... 

Cherry creek ... ·-···· Ruffing, M. 
Dry gulches Childs, Roy C ... 

llat creek····---------··· Brewster, B. E. 
Hat creek ... ------------- Coffee, Chas. F 
Hat creek ... ----------- Brewster, B. E .. 

Harrison .......... Schilt's C. Creek 

~:;;::~: ·::::::.:-.1 ~-~~-~~~~---Ditch ... 

.............. Harrison ......... 'Cherry Creek Ditch .. . 
Story , Roy 0. Child's Ditch 

Harrison \\'. Hat Creek Diteh 
Harrison .......... C. P. Coil"re Ditch 
Harrison W. Hat Creek Ditch ... 
Harrison .......... ~tiller Ditch .. . 

Irrig., 
I 

Irrig. 
. Irrig, 
. Irrig. 

Irrig. 
Hat creek. _______________ Haas, Peter ........................ Harrison .......... Haas Ditch.. .. ............... Irrig_ 
Hat creek .................. 

1

Coffee, J. T. 

T.Iat creek ______ ...... Lyon, E. ............ .......... [Harrison .\ntrirn's Ditch ___ -------····---- j Irrig. 

I 

Date of 
Location of Head gate Priority 

~- r--- ----

0 z 0 
<: z 
"' .;. ., 
0 "' s 1r T 

1
1 R / County I Month \D\Yr.\ 

I l_ I -~1 ___ 1_1_1 __ _ ::.1 -.: 

.sol. 26 34 57 Sioux 

.29' 9 33 57 Sioux 
2.431 16 34 55 Rioux 

2. 8 

.11 30 
zo ::a 

:s. 31 

061 ;' 
:361

1 

18 
. 86 11 

.57 35 

.50 10 

.03 29 

281 

•• 
33 
8:s 
3:) 

32 

32 

"2 

33: 

32 

:e! 
33 
3! 

.43 16. 32 

4.29 26 33 
.57 16 32 
.37 23 33 
.OS 3.1 
.57 3 32 

56 Sioux 

54 Sioux 
51 Sioux 
.'H Sioux 

54 Sioux 
5-1 Sioux 
55 Sioux 

56 Sioux 
56 Sioux 
.56 Sioux 

5-!Sioux 
,1)13 Sioux 

55 Sioux 
55 Sioux 
55 Sioux 
55 9toux 
55 sroux 
55 Sioux 

.. ........ Oct. 

.......... May 
June 

... Nov. 

... Dec. 
)Jay 

Feb. 

July 
... Mav 

. Inn . 

May 
April 

.May 

.-\Gg-

June 
... Sept. 
.. ~lay 

---.May 
... May 

Dec. 

31 189-l-

17 1896 
18'190-1 

11 1895 

31 jlSSS 
l '18J'2 

Z8 1003. 

1 1880 

l'J 1896 

>019081 . 

' 
1 'l ISS) 

5 lSSG 
I ... 

1l1s!J:l . ~~r L:Jl-t 

,I 11188) 

1 1881 
:H·lSSO 

537 

91)(j 

526 

560 

507 
076 

985 

!ilrJ 

553a 
512 
.1)->=~b 

3:l8 

700 

108 

701 

342 
886 

5'>3a 
1:-l'j(l'" 

' ' 

'· 

19 1806 

• •••••••.. ·1 
181899 510 
24 19001 594 

I 
I 

""' l 
""' l "" 

1 
l 

::0 
i:'J 

"' 0 
::0 
>-3 

0 
>rj 

00 
>-3 
> 
>-3 
i:'J 
i:'J z 
C) ..... z 
i:'J 
i:'J 
::0 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-E-(Continued) 

Stream Name of Claimant 

Hat cref'k ······ Lyon, E. B ... 
I 

Hat creek. Coffee,· Jno. T 

Canon trib. to 
Hat creek ... Konrath, -Jos. ·················-·· 

f!raw trib. to 
Indian creek ... :\Ieier, Ang ... ··················--· 

Draw trlb. to 
Indian creek ... ... Hibbeln, Jno. ················--····· 

Jim creek ... Dout, L .. ~ 
Jim creek ·········-··· Anrlerson, Xels 
Jir' cr~ek Slattery, Wm. 
Jim Creek Hunter, H. c. 
,rJ1~1 c. E. Fmk ... Wassenberger, J. 

}Jttlt~ Red l!k .......... Zerbst, R ... 

J.fc~ett creek . ...... Coffoo, 8. B. 
1.1· ,.ett creek .. Coffee, 8. B. 

1,oog Bra11ch ... Borky, Sol 

l.ong Branch ....... jO'Connel, Dennis ............... _ 
I 
I 

--- -- ~--------

~--------· --- ---

Post-Offic:e 
Address Name of Ditch 

I~~ I >-.--, 
0. ' 

I 0"" ~,' 0> ., I 

I~ , 
----

~~:~:&D;o':::F;;;:w: Harrison ........ 1 rrr~g. Harrison D. llrn_g". 

I 

I 

Montrose ... Konrath Ditch ··················----!trri/l. 
I 

~~~ ·~~~. ~~~ ~ .......... -~ ...... ! T rrl ~ . .\nctmore, s. 
Dakota :\Ieier Dam 

: 
Ardmore, s. 

Dakota Hibheln Ditch. ... Trrig 

1 

Harrison Dout Bros. Ditch Trri;::-. 
Harrison ··········[·Jim Creek Ditch ..... ~- frrlg- : 
Harrison ....... Slattery Ditch ........ 

.1::;:~ Adelia ........... 

1 

Hunter Ditch. 
)lontrose ... W assPnberger Ditch .. 

Harrison -~-~ .. 1'-erbst Ditch.~~ . ........... Irrl2'. 

Chadron .... ~ i J.lckett Ditch~~~ Trrlg. 
Chadron .. I Llekett Ditch .. ~ Irrfg. 

Ardmore, 8. 
Dakota 1 

Borky Dam ____ ··-· Irrig. 
Ardmore, s. 

.lo·connel ......... lrrrlg. Dakota Ditch ... 

t ~ I Location of HeaUgnte 
Date of' ! 0 

Priority ;<, 0 

~~~----~ ~ z --·---- _, 
0. 

~ ~ I I I i I ~ 0. 
~ '"' S IT I R I County ~Ionth IDI Yr. i:l 

"'" J: I_ I I I I 
I 1 

I ' ·~·· I s." .57 32 55 Sioux Aug. 2011006, ~~ 

6. 14 33 5.'l Sioux Oct. :>2•19i2' ··~ ·~·~~~· 1238 

17! 
I ' 

1.43 34 5-f,Sioux IDee. ~-~~- lflO:il ,.,. 
I 

2. 24 35 55 Sioux ........ Nov. 51900 s_qs 

0 2f ~'i !'ln,Sionx Oct. 4 1007 872 

.W) 7 33 -50 Sioux May 15 188V 981 

.4~ 33 5G Sioux Dec. l'i 1890 .';02 

.211 13 3-~ 1l7 Sioux l\fa:v ,~1 1891 5i3 

.m 2G 33 •1H Slonx: ~ay 12 1S!1R 401 
2. 2') ?'I ::l4 :.~Sioux .. ........... Oct. 131GOO 5S1 

.H 25 33 Fl6 Sioux Mav 1 1893 5~1 

27 33 .54 Sioux •toos 
1.43 27 33 54 Sioux M:arch 21 1000 5..19 

.61 ~3 35 54 I Sioux April lfJ 10001" 557 

.~o: 22 35 51jSioux .. Nov. 101000 587 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-E-(Continued) 

.= I 

~ 't:1 i ~ \ > .2:: c; "'=' Lot'ntiou of Headg-ate, 
Date of 

Priority 
0 z 

~trenw ~anw of Claimant 
l'ost-OffiC'e 

Address 
~ ........... d I 

2 g:' 'g ~ -------~ ----- "' 
,,<1·o~ I I I : II 1'7, 

~~une of Ditch 

_______________ '~ i r~-~~-~ 11_'~(_nl ___ com~t~-- Mont~ ~~~~~-A 

I 

: I I Ebert L. J. . .................. ! \nln1ore, S. I 
. ' I Dakota ....... Ebert Ditch .... --. .. Irrlg. 

Long Branf"h Forster, Jacob IArllmorf'.S.D. :Long Br. Res. Stor 

Monre>e C'red;: . ····l:nl:ox, E .• T. ... ··-···············-lllarnson .I Big 1\Ionrce- creek Ditch ·-/frrlg·. 
t•l(mroe cr~ck ..... S('h!lt, 0. E ..... ············-· ..... fLtrrison .......... 1Schilt's Monroe Creek ... rrrlg-. 

Lung Uranch 
.It 19 35 53 Sioux ................ Aug. 22'1001' . 

36 35 54 Sioux ..... June 11 tnu 

1.43 33 33 56 Sioux ................ 1\Iay 1118S8 500 
.Du 27, 33 5ti Sionx JuJy 2~188."" 51)9 

.01 3:~ 33 5H Sioux Jnlv lfl'!89"i 
~.20 13 33 56 Siot1:t Xov. l?!t!)()f 

635 
1371. 

8~ 

Sll 

•.rcnwe ~r,...ck. · ~orcisch, Wm... . ..... j Harr~son _ ..... ;xoreisch's Ditch.. ..

1 

rrr:~. 
Mm•roc cr~k. !.Jordan, 0..... . ...... 

1
ll:trn~on . Xcil Jordan Ditch rrn_£:". 

:\Ionroc creek 1 Jordan C. Montrose IConc!iiiS Jordan frrig. 
~!ouroc Creek l;:lord~n: Richard I Harrison :\'>oorlcn Shcc 'lstor. 

13 33 !;6 Sioux .July oo'1914 ............ 1375 

22 33 56 Sioux \11_~. 24 l'Jl-l 137i1 

P;nirle Dog Ok ... 
1 ~khilt, C. E ...................... 11 Harrison ~chilt's P. Dg-. Ditch I frrig. 

Sow Belly ck Sf'l1acfcr, N~ ,T. Harrison Olrt Sow Belly Ditch ............. ·1 .~,",',:_:. 
Sow Belly ck .. ~Iontgomcry, Sarah i Harrison i :\Iontgomcry Ditch .. 
Sow Irolly ck... .Torflan, Sarah !Harrison ,.fordan Ditch ···········---:rrrig 
Sow R<'llY ck ........... 

1

Nutto, F .... _ ... __ Harrison ·······

1

1xuttos Ditch rrrig 
Sow Belly ck ........... 

1

.Tordan, Sarah Harrison .Jordan Ditch... 1 ·rri:! 
Sow Reily ck ........ 'Carrol, M. J. Harrison ·Carrol Ditch Trrig. 
Sow Belly ck .!Zimmerman, W. H... Harrison ........ ] /.immerman Ditrb I frri·'· 
Sow Belly ck.. )Jordan, S.... Tiani)o;on i .Jordan Ditch. Tr:·ig-. 
Sow Belly creek ..... 'Barnes, Paul T .................... 

1

Harrison ........ ~Barnes Res lstor. 
Sow Belly ck to

11
0'Connell, M. J. j'~Iontrose :

1

0'Connell Canal lfrrig 
Spg. ck. trib. 

Sow Belly ck ... 
1

Hall, W. S. and F. M .... !Harrison .......... 1Hal!'s Spring Creek Ditchlfrrig. 
Spg. ck. trlb. tol 1' 

Sow Belly ............. !Schaefer, N. J. Harrison .......... Spring Creek Ditch ............. lrrig. 

3+S8f> 11 3' 33 56 Siotl'\ \lay 50S 

3. 3~ 5t Sioux Tn:1e 1 ~~q-;- !'i"l:1 
1. 21 33 5! ~ionx I nee 1 1S90 ;)')) 

4.1 21 30 .1l,Siou:-.- June 1 18fl5 5~l6 

. t2 24 3~ se!sioux l;jept. 4 1897 401 
• "j0 21 33 s~ Sioux \laY 11 1R1f. ill 

I I 32 55 Sioux .July [~ 1899 516 
. il' 3-1 33 5i,Sioux .Jan. l1 1900 !);12 

.14
1 

21 33 55 Sioux ':\lay -zo uo~, (;f8 
10. 19 32 55 Sioux .. .............. ·March 241!!13 .. ......... 1268 

9 33 55 Sioux ... ---···-·····- l!ay 51913 1288• 

.17 " 3~ 51 Sioux I ~larch :Ui lSS') 550 

.21 32 55 ~lome: .. ......... [Tune 1 :L&l3 532 

i:d 
t%J 
"C 
0 
i:d 
o-,3 

0 
>:j 

w 
o-,3 

> o-,3 
t%J 

t%J z 
!;"l 
H z 
t%J 
M 
i:d 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-D~(Continued) 
------ ------------ I 

Ht;eam Name of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Add res:-; 

Sp. Br. trib to S. 
W'rbon'ct C ....... HiPhh', Cha~ 

1 

Harrison 
SIJ, Br. trlb to S. 

\Y'rbon'ct 0 .. Gnrton, 0. A. 
'Sp. Br. trib to :\. 

. .................. ! llarri~on 
I 

\Y'rbonet' C 'Kay, .T. L. 

Sp. Dr. trib tol 
W'rbon'('t C... ~\'"clan, Jas ... 

SJL nr. trlb. to I 

"r'bon'et t; ___ .. ~olan, Jas .. 

Squaw creek .. 
Squaw creek .... 

Dunn, Thos. 
H'!lmlin, ~- D .. 

SCJuaw creek... Dunn, Thos ..... . 
S·1l1RW creek ........... Dunn, P. D .. . 
Squaw ck., W. Br Thomas, 8. M. 

~tt .• no name Coffee, S. D •.... 

Warbonnet ck. . Brewster, B. E .. . 
'\\arbonnet ck ....... 

1

1Anderson, J. A .. . 
\Varbonnet ck ...... - Anderson, Jno. A. 
Warbonnet ck., 

N. Br. of S. B. Anderson, J. A .. 

Harrison 

llarrfson 

. ··]Harrison 

....... ; Harrison 
·- __ I Harrison 

...... i Harrison 
' Harrison 
Harrison 

Harrison 

Harrison 
Harrison 
Harrison 

Harrison 

Biehle Ditch 

········lnarton Dl'ch 

·,1. ' D't h . ·····I·'"Y s I c .. 

.Lrlg 
ITrciz 

··--···--.. -- Irrl_g-. 
i 

! 

......... \'olau Ditch ~o. 1. .. 

.... -... ~No!an&Pitch No. 2... . . Irrig. 

.......... ·Dunn 1 Ditch ......................... Irri~. 
Hamlin's Ditch ................. :rrrig. 

...... I I'll~·~_- Dunn:s n_Hch !Trr~e. 
.. . Ph1lhp Dunn s D1tch ............ , Irn2'. 

1 ·:wmag Ditch ... _______ ;rrri2'. 

Homestead Ditch... . . .. ···I Irrig. 

~ 32 33 

.1:-l " :rl 

.II 2G 33 

.G' 231 33 

.29, 23 1 33 

.36 15 ~ 

.01 10 33 

10 3~ 

33 

10 33 

.'57 

.10 

.50 

.22 22i 33 
I . 

!'i(l Sioux 

1!)1\ Sioux 

57 Sioux 

57 Sioux 

57jS1oux 

57 Sl~1nX 
57 Sioux 
57 Sioux 
57 Sioux 
5i Sioux 

54 Sioux 

\\'arbonnct Ditch .... -~Irrig, 3,63' n' 33 561Sioux 
.......... Warbonnet Ditch No. 2 : Trrig. 1.-!8, ~v' 33 ~S Sioux 

.•..•...... I Warbonnet~. ~o. 3 • 1 ~:::: ··-:': :1 :1.::~: 

Date of :i 
Priority ;;-. 

'i: 
i I -.' 

:Montb IDIYr. 0 

I _I 
p 

A1)ri1 1 1301 S1.'~ 

net. 1(: )';l!l'l l'i):-l 

Mav 1 !~7 0-'i.'l 

March I; 1887 9!\7 

.. .............. Mav 1 1888 959 

.. ...... June 1 1890
1 552 

........ Aprii I ,1891 555 
.. ....... An2'. 5 1895 ....... 

..... 'Jan . 2211897 . 
....... July 23 1901 . 

Moy 311990 984 

........ July 311880 S(g 

:March 11'1908 

May 12 1914 

.. ... .May 311889 519& 

0 z 
0. 
"' < 

100 
376 
627 

S9~ 

l~~J· 

....... 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-E-(Continued) 

~arne of Claimant 
Post-Office 

Address 

warbonnet ck. , I 
N. Br. of S. B.IAnderson, 

Whftf:>hPart ck_______ l{arrf!l-on. 

!.-\delia 

:: . ··: ... ::.1 Harrison 

~ 
Name of Ditch 

Irrfg. .29 

Harison Ditch Irrfg. .06 

I 
Date of I 0 

Location of Headgate Priority z 

1 

~ :~~H-Count; I Month 
1
/DI/Yr.l ~ 

30 33 56 Sioux ···············- {)ec, 3111891 539b 

13 33 51 Sioux ................ May 30 tSSS 517 
I 

l:tj 
l'i 

"" 0 
l:tj 
1-:3 
0 

0 z "':! 

ci. rn 
1-:3 0. > < 
1-:3 
l'i 
l'i z 
~ ..... z 
l'i 
l'i 
l:tj 



CLAIMS AND APPLICATIONS BY STREAMS IN DIVISION 2-F-!Conduded) 

Source Xame of Claimant Post-Office 
Address 

Bazile creek .. Packard, .T. L ... Creighton 
Bazile creek .. Jirous & Sladcr Creighton 
Mud creek ................ Horan. 'l'. W .. ..... Fort Crook ... 

Tekamah creek ..... Glasson, Josevh ... ........ Tekamah 
1'eksmah creek ...... Glasson, Joseph Tekamah 

~arne of Ditch 

. , Creighton :MIU Race ........ _ j P'wer 
I Creighton Mills ..................... P'wer 
Horan CanaL ... Irrig. 

I 

I I 
!Tekamah Roll Mills ... iP'wer 
]Tekamah doll Mills .. ·········[ Ice 

:m. 
. 37 

10 • 

1. 

Location of lleadgatc Date of 
Priority 

0 
z 

County 

21 29 5Knox ..... *1002 
21 29 5 Knl)'t ...... ~ept. 2! 1908 

3·1 1! 13 Sarpy ............. ,Aug . 12 1909 

19 21 11 Burt .... ..... I Sept. 17 l906 
19 •1 11 Bnrt Jan. '1 1908 

c z 
8 
:< 

914 

95!! 

83" 
887 



Source 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED SEPT., 1912 TO SEPT., 1914 

~arne of Claimant Post-Office 
Address 

Name of Ditch 
t:i Location of Headgate 
~~ ~ '§ 

Date of 
Priority c z 

c;z, 'g ~ I ~ 'Z c. 0 ~-.. S '1' R Couuty .Month D 'tr. '8 
~-~--ffi~------~------------------·~·--~~0~--~~~ 

Platte river .. ---· Fremont & Omaha P. Oo. I omaha .. !Fremont & Omaha P. Oo.)P'wer 2000. 30117_: 4 Butler ................ March ~~5IOOS!. &M 

Snake river .... -----. Kilpatrick Bros. Co ........... -11Beatrice .11Kilpatrick D. ~os. 1 & 21frrig. 200. 6 24', 51 Box Butte ........ 
1

Jan. 251912 ............ ,I15~ 
Kilpatrick R. No.LI Kilpatrick Bros. Oo •....... -- 1 Beatrice Kilpatnck res. ditch [rrig. 17. 301 f3 39 Chase ................ 

1

'Jan. ::.5 1912: ___ ........ 1160 
Loup river ............ _. Boggs, Chas. T ... . .... 1 mcoln ·I Schuyler develop. . ...... P'n'er 2000. 28' 17 1 Platte-Colfax .March ~ 1912 ........... :1187 
Sand creek ............. _ I, ~nn, ,Jno. D..... . .............. Crawford. Syndicate ditch IIrrig- 27.42 :~2. 33 52 Dawes 'ApriJ 2 1912 ........... ;noo 
Otter creek .... ---- ~1ssen, Peter...... .. ... Belmar .......... 

1

·0tter canal... .............. _. ___ .. __ -__ ._ .. __ ·_·_-_-_.,
1

1

1
Irrrr

1
igg__ 1!_.

71 
1.5 40 Keith May 24 1912j. .. ... 1198 

Indian creek ........... -~ Honnold Bros.... . ...... -
1

Whitney ........ Honnold-"'"ilson D 31 501Dawes .. May 251912 ........... 1199 
Republican river._ Pringle, Geo. N .................... i,Parks.. ...-.·Parks ditch. .. ............ 1Irrig. 17. , 20 39 Dundy ....... June 18.1912'! ........... 

1

1202 
Dave r:lver ............. _ Koupal, Frank... .. Ord ....... 1.. . ...... l'rrrig. .14120 19 4_Yalley IJuly 5l!!l2

1 

........... 1207 
Niobrara river ..... - Bourrett, John... .. .... 

1 

Harrison ........ 'Jno. Bourret Ex. No. 2 .... Irrig. .21 32 30 56:Siou.x July 19 1912 ............ 1209 
<'rooked Creek. .. - Slawson, E. R... .. ... -ll<>d Cloud ......... ;Slawson's T•·e Pond ...... ------~Stor. . 75 2 '1\'ebster .......... Aug_ 8 1912 _ 1213 
Spotted Tail.. ........ _ Whitehead, J. J. .. .......... I Mitchell ........... i'Whitehead Pow. Pit .......... P'wer 10. 56 Sioux ............ Aug. ,10:1912 ............ 1215 
Loup, Mid ............... St. Paul Elec. Co... .. ... "t. Paul ............ St. Paul Elee. L. W ......... P'wer ~000. 10Howard ......... Aug. 12:1912 ........... 

1
1216 

Sheep creek: ........... _Woodman,H.J ........ Morrill ....... Gen.UtilityL.&P.Plt.
1

1P'wer 70. 57Scotts Bluff ... Aug, 17ll912 ......... ~1217 
Little Blue river __ Larkin, M. E... . .... Hastings ........ Crystal Lake ............................ l<;.;tor. 1.~ tO Adams .......... Aug, 17·191~. 12H 
Republican river .... Rep. Riv. Pow. Co. . ... Omaha · ......................... P'n.-er 300. !)\f'Ebster and 

1 
1 

1 Xuckolls . _ A'tlg. 26-1912 :1221 
Loup, Mid ........... _ Lumly, Jus. W. Sargent. .. ... 'Lundy. :Mill & Pow. Plt ... IP'wer 19 Ouster ......... Sept t611912 ............ ;1224 
Blue river, big ..... - Beardslee, Chas. 0 ........ Lincoln ............ iPow. Sta. ~o. 2 ................. Irrig. 37 Keith Sept 16-191\?;.. 1Z25 
Coon creek ... ·----·-·- \\~interer, "''. H. .. ... Keystone . . ...... I Coon Creek Ditch ............ Trrig. 26,:Thomas .......... Sept 16 1912''. 1226 
1-oup Mid U S of \.merica Halsey . 'Nursery Ditches .................. Irr1'g, 13•Buffalo Sept 211912 ·1-
~oo~ rlv~::.=::::::: Kimbrou~h, Cor·~::······:·::::: Shelton. . .... !Kimbrough Canal .............. Irrig. 281Red Wiii~;::: Sept 21 1912:::·::: .. ::. 11~ Surface water ....... _ Bennett, Scott... . .... 

1

1Mc0ook .... :Bennett CanaL ................... }rrig. 20~Custer ............. 'oct. 14 1912 ......... 1233 
Lillian creek .......... _ Lundy, Jas. W. Doris..... .. .. !Lillian Cr. Canal ·····jP'wer 21·Custer ............. iOct. 1.51912, .1234 
Loup, .Mid ............. _ Lundy, Jas. W ............... :::::l~o:~:~~-~~-· ....... Mid. Lo1q·, Pow. Pit ...... :IIrrig. 55 Sioux :oct ?

1
e
7

1

1
9
9

1

1

2

4
l' ........ ,1Z3tl 

Hat creek .. - ... -----/ Coffee, Jno. T. . ......... ' Cofl'ee Floori W. Ditch , P'wer 4 Saline :::::::·::::::::I Feb·. .. .... l3M 

<00. 9 19 
1.42 :l4 H 
1. 22· 

4. 36 10 
3.57 19 3 

5. 19 
500. 3G 20 

6. 14 33 
14.1), 5 



APPLICATIONS APPROVED SEPT., 1912 TO SEPT., 1914-(Continued) 

~tream Name of Claimant Post-Offiel' 
.-\dtlress S"ame of Ditch 

Lodge Pole creek .I Sorlerqni~t, Peter 
Dugout, J,ow~.:.r... qagcrty, !.d. H .... 
Mira res. )Jc>CIC'llan, 11.1. E. 

Pcter!'ion, E. .T .. 
Buhman, H. P. 

.. ···I Snrterquist ?lteh 
Eroadwater ... Hagerty DJt('h 
Xorth Lonp 

Otter creek 
"Siobrara river ... 

. .... ___ I.emoyne 
l.f'igh 

H:f1ck creek... ·Benkelman Light Asso. 
~iobrara river... . Bennett, Sadie C. 
Xiobrara river 
Elkhorn river 

llf"...!mctt, Sarlie C •.. 
~eligh, \V. r_r. S. 

~iobrara river ....... 
1 
Hitshew, Geo .. . 

Blue river, big ........ l Boyes, Burdette .. _ ... 
Row Belly creek. ... Barnes, Paul 'I' .. 
I ,onp ri>er, south, Flagg, W. ,J ........ . 
Cottonwo-od, little· Dorld & McDowell 
Flood waters. ........... I I.en{'lh~n, J){olia 
l\Iinnechaduza ck.l (:~ty of Valentine 
Otter creek ................ 

1
~J~sen, Peter 

Frenrhman river .... OliYer Bros ........... . 
Frenchman river .

1 

()Jiycr Bros. 
Wood river ......... 

1 

~uail: T. J ....... . 

... 

1 

Crawford 
:Crawforrl 

.. !Valentine ....... .. 
.'Pdmar ............ .. 

........... !Wauneta 

::::::::::: ~·i~~~~e~-~---··· 
. ......... MeC-ook .. .. Driftwood creek ... 

1

sehmitz, J. A ... . 
Flood waters.. . .. Arner, ,Jesse R. . ..~Crawford . 
Loup river, mid ... -I Holmes, Eddy __ ::.. ..I :s'emo 
Sprlnk ck., little. Shramek, Marie ... Ha\-·elock 
Buffalo creek I Porter J,, .~: Inv. Co ....... j Haigler 

Prterson Ditch 

:\lettlen Ditch 
Bennett Ditch 
\Yt>~t~ Pcint Hy-El('t'. 

f':teo. Hitshcw Ditf'h 
Blue R. Pow. 
Barnes Ra 
W .• T. Fla<Jg-

'I.oup Val. Trr. Can. 
Shramek Canal.. 
.T. R. Porter 

-5 
:C-o 
~.!! 

s~ 
~ Oi 
~ 

"' 
I 

Irrig. j 

Trrig-. 
Irrig. 

'Trrig_ 
P'wer 

P'\\'Cr 

Irrig, 
:~jP'wC'r 

..... Htor. 
rrrig.' 
Stor. 

.. Htor. 

.. Irrig . 
..... Irrig. 
.... Irrig. 

........ Irrig. 
. Irrlg. 

======~====T=~ 
I 

I 
i, I 

I~ocation of Headgate Date of 0 
Priority I z 0 ~ ~ 

"" ~ z 
= ~ 

' "' <i 0 ~ 
8 T R Oounty Yonth D Yr. " ~ " 8 :: ~ I I 

'"" 

121 4!i\Deue1 I 122 1912 .. 2. ........ -Oct. .. 1237 
1. I ; 19 I ~Morrill Oct. !261~}12 1218 
1 .:~:! 1>' 1:; Valley 1 oct. :·ro 1912 ............ 1239 

1.32 I 5 " 4C Keith 
~~~:~ i 6 1912 .... ..... 12-10 

~liYI, t-B 32; 1() Boyd 14 1912[ ... ..... 11243 
21). ' 8 1 39 1Dundy 'Sov. 301912 ... 12!5 

5. ' 28' 54·1Sioux Dec. 18 1912 ..... 12<8 
' Dec. 181912 . .......... 11249 I. 1 28 54[Sioux ... 

-10J. IS ~ 6 Cuming ........ -Dec. 261912 ......... 1250 

"· "" !1'2 Box Butte Feb. 171913 1260 
100. 5 8 4 Saline :March 13 1913 .......... 1265 
10. 1D 3~ 55 Sioux March Z4 1913 }268 

·j. 71 11 12 18 Buffalo April 151913 .;1275 
10. " 32 5 Sioux April 15 1913 .......... 1276 

I. 2i 3< iQ!Dawes ....... jApril 161913 . 1278 
f<l. 2!1 !"! ~: Z7 ,I cherry ·---IAprn 161913 ......... 1279 

.28 !i l!i 401Kelth . ,April lm 1913 ........... 1283 
'lO. 7 !i 3'5;Hayes April ?8 1913. .. ... 128! 
!"!.2 !i 35jHayes April 281913 .......... 1285 
2.28 " 11 IS, Buffalo .... May It t9t3 . .... :1286 
l.'i 12 2 30,R-ed Willow .. May 3 1913 ......... 1287 

.11 '?i 3.1; 53 Sioux . May 6 1913. ... 1289 

.S!i 36; 20i 21
1

custer ..,May 311913 ........ 1294 
1 22 22 55 1Scotts BluJY. .IJune 91913 . 1295 
3.32 1 u·Dundy June 231913 ..... 1298 

td 
0 
> 
::<:1 
t;) 

0 
"'! 
..... 
::<:1 
::<:1 ..... 
Q 

> 
>-l ..... 
0 
.z 
:I: ..... 
Q 
:I: 
~ 
> 
><: 
rn 

> z 
t;) 

t;) 
::<:1 
> ..... z 
> 
0 
t>:l 

"' "' ~ 



APPLICATIONS APPROVED SEPT., 1912 TO SEPT., 1914-(Continued) 

I 

Stream I :'\nhW oi Clainwnt 

I ----- -------

Indian creek ............ Stoneberg, r .. 
Lonp river, mid ... ' Lundy, Jas. W .. . 
Loup river, mid ... Lundy, Jas. W .. . 
Loup river, mid ... . 
Loup river, m1d .... l 
Spring ck., llttle .. lonehrist, M. B ... 
Loup river, mid ... ,I Hoge, John ... 
Lodge Pole creek .. ' Bennett, Jno. D .. . 
Blue river, big. _____ I Mares·, Frank. ... . 

Elk creek. ......... -----···· I Murray, Esther .. . 
Republican river .... ~, Bailey, W. J .... ·················---
I.odge Pole creek .. I Wiegand, 1-1. G ... . 
Lotlge Pole creek.. Wiegand, H. G ... . 
Otter creek ........ --

1 

~issen, Peter ......... . 
Horse creek .............. 1 Mihan, John .. . 

l'o~t-Offi.('e I 
.Addres~ ! X:lllH' pf Ditelt 

______ L-
Max .................... Stoneberg Ditch No. 2 .. . 1 Irrig .: 

irrig I ., Doris ······-- 1 Lundy's Lake Can .... . 
Sargent ' Lundy's J,ake Can ... . !-'tf!T. 

I rrig-. Sargent 
Bill's J,ake CanaL .......... : frrig. 

irrig. 

Lineoln Howard Co. Pow. Co ...... P'wer: 

;~~~tJ,2'o~:; _:· ~~~~~-: :1 

W. J. Bailey___ .......... Irri_~. 

Wiegand Ditch No. 3._._ .. _··.·.-'l'r,'',',:~_·j 
Wiegand Ditch No. 2. _ 

Belmar Otter Cr. ~:fut lrr. Co ... 1 frng 

1. 
~s.:n 

s. 
u.:-a 

118. 

.l4 

"0. 
5fl. 
2.28 
2.85 

.C.J 

1.28 
.4'2, 

.2S 
10. 

I 

11 2 37 Dundy ........ !June 
19 19 Custer ........... :June 

2 19 19 Custer .............. ;July 
4 19 19 Ouster . .......... 'July 

36 20 21 Ouster ······ ····-·July 
22 22 55 Scotts Bluff. ..'July 
29 13 12 Howard Aug. 
22 15 55 Kimball ............ Aug. 
2 6 4 Saline ........... Aug. 

11 4 23 Furnas ............ Aug. 
6 3 21 Furnas ...... Sept. 

16 13 45 Deuel Sept. 
16 13 4~ Deuel ............... 'Sept. 
5 15 40 Keith ................ Sept. 

27 

Driftwood creek .. i Hesterwerth, J. H. 
Ash Creek, W ....... ! Broadhurst, N. 
Blue River. Tittle.. Giddings, 0. J. 

Caldwell. :\lihan Res... Stor I 23, 58 Scotts Bluff ... INov. 

. ..... ~:~:~:rd ~~~~t~~:;:: :~---Wks ..... : ~:~~ -~: : ~~ a:lj :~=es W~~~~=--j~~;: 
Ayr Riverside Res... . . _ . Stor 1.5 33 6' lO:Adams 1IDec 

Co ......... ::~:~~eton Krotter Pow. Pit .................. :~::::~~' ~!: ~~' ~~3:1::: : .. :_:_:_:
1

1DeJDe

800
C:. 

J.ewellen .......... Plum Cr. Diteh and Res. 1 frrig. 1.14 23 16, 42
1

Garden 
Crawford William Guse Res... . ......... ! Stor. : 20. 35 34 52-Dawes ........ 1Jan. 

Frenchman river .... Krotter, F. 0 ..... . 
Main Bow creek ... ·, Hartington Elec. 
Plum creek... 'Eggers, Thos. 
Dry creek ............... - Guse, William 

Crawford Beam Ditch... . ...... _.1 Irrig.' .28 2:2, 34 52 Dawes .............. ]Jan. 

~:;;~ ~~~~r Sta. No. 1 ::::::::! ;~~::~: ~~: ~~~ 1~ ~~:.~i~!ll : J;~~: 
Lone Tree creek ...... Beam, Earl. 
Greenwood creek.... Meyer, J. H. W ... 
Blue river, big ....... jBcardslee, Chas. 0 .. 

1
2:!,1913, ... ····--+299 
'1:71913 ........ 11300 
191913. . ...... 1306 
19 1913 --········ .1307 
19.1913 ... ··-····· 1303 
291913 ... 1310 
51913 ....... 1312 

11!913 .. .......... 1313 
121913 ... 1314 
13 1913 ... ........ 1215 
81913 ............ 1321 

101913 . 1322 
10 1913 ............ '1323 
221913 ........ 1324 
3.1913' 1329 

17:19131.. 1332 
17 1913 ............ 1333 

', 2.11113 ............ )338 
' 2j1913 .......... _!1339 
j12i1913 ........... j1341 

l::m~:.c:: .. ::· := 
16 1914[ ............ 1348 
17 1914 ............ 1353 



APPLICATIONS APPROVED SEPT., 1912 TO SEPT., 1914-(Continued) 
=====;-=== 

~ ~ I ] N r Location of Headgate 
Date of I 0 z 0 Priority 

~ z 
Stream Name of Olafmant 

Post-Office 
Address Name of Ditch 

It~' 't.1 ~ "' ~" 'I! " 0 "' .., .. I 0 ti 
~ rZ IS T R County Month D'Yr. A < 
P I 

---

Spring creek_ .......... -..iswlnbank, Sam'l.. .......... - ... ~Crawford ........ Swinbank Ires .......... _. .... -. .. Jstor. 2. 113l 32! 52 Dawes ..... _. .. _. ... !March 
White river ............. _.

1

Hebbert, W. 8....... ········'Chadron .......... Hebbert Ditch ........................ Trrig. . 71
1 

34 33
1 

50 Dawes ··············IMarch 
Dry creek. N. ......... - Harsh & Weston.. . ....... !_crawford ........ Harsh & Weston ................. Irrig.: 3. 131 341 51,Dawes ··············1March 
J_.oup river, mid ... 11Gr. Island Elec. Co ........... :Grand Island .. Gr. Island Elec. Co ........... P'wer'woo. 30 131 12;Hall .................. 

1

July 
Pumpkin Seed cr. Egleston, '1'. C ................... ]Harrisburg .... Airedale aCnal No.1 .......... Irrig,, .50 2 19 55 Banner ............ ISept. 

1

3 19141 ............ 1358 
10100.4 ............ 1360 
11119141 ............ J.36l 
1419141 ............ 13Toi 

: 4100.41 ........... 138> 



APPLICATIONS DISMISSED SEPT. 1, 1912 TO SEPT. 1, 1914 
-.,..---=--=====-. I 

Stream l
App. 

------------------------------------ No. 
LOCATION OF HEADGATE 

Name of Applicant 

Big Blue River ....... : ........... -.. -.... -.... -... -... -... -... -.. -..... A. F. _H_e_m_l-er-.-_--------------------- --~~~~:~~Gage Ooun~~ ............................. .l 1~ 
'l'u.b Springs .... ··········--·--------..... l'ri State I~and Co..................................... ...................... :tl 23 55 Scotts Bluff ..................................... _ ................ I 1103 
Platte River .. ---···························-····-·····-···· R. H. Fowles. ........... .............. ........................ 29 13 28 Lincoln .... . .............. -- .. -~1118 

~~~~~e ~C:~~-::·:::::::::::::::::~::::::::~::~::::::==::::: ~~ill~~m ~t-ers;:~·d... . . ... ··················· :' ~! :-~~:~~---: ....................... · ......... :::::::::=.:::.:.~~::..... ~~: 
Elkhorn River ·······························-·-- William J. Co ad 2 12 10 Douglas 1 1151 
Winter Creek..... ···············---····-· [mperial Land Co. ..................... 19 22 54 Scotts Bluff... 1170 
Loup River... . ........................... H. E. Babcock ·························-··· 17 17 1 Platte ............................ 1178 
I.Joup .River.. ······················-·H. E. Babcock ..................... 21 18 5'Platte 1179 
I.oup River.. . .................... H. r~. Babcock Ii 17 l"Platte ....................... 118l 
Niobrara River... . .......................... Frank A. Shotwell 33 31-B2 7;Knox 1200 
Niobrara River. . ................................. '1-eorge Hitshew 
North Platte River .................................... Henry A. Nolte .. 
Xorth Loup River .................... . 
J.J()Up River .. 

L. E. Green 
Commonwealth Power Co ... 
Commonwealth Power Co .. 
Hattie :Merchant. 

BeaYer Creek. 
Wet Spotted Tail 
Seep Water ... .................... James E. Jewell .. 
Nine-Mile-Canon ....... . ........................ ~ine-Mile Irr. Dist .. . 
Red Willow Creek ........................... Alliance Irr. Dist ... 
Sunflower Draw............................. Enterprise Irr. Dist ... 

.5-6-8 2S .~21 Box Dutte....... 1208 
32 19 481Morrill 12U 
19 18 12iGreeley 1223 

~~~ ~~: :r;ta~~: ~: 
$ ~4 56':Sioux 1263 

..................... ··········1 6 20 52."Morrlll 1271 

...... ~:.30_&2 : :~~:~:~: Rlnff I :: 

Dry Spotted Tall ......... Enterprise Irr. Dlst... .. ....................... 120&21 
:~: ~~::~:~~... .. .................. ~~t;,;.pr~:n:::.:. Dist... :::~~~::::=::::::::::::: ro&:~ 

2:l 
2:J, 

23 

2.' 
22 

17 
5 

56. Scotts Bluff ....................... . 
56 Scotts Bluff. ::::::::::::i:! 
57 Scotts Bluff I 1296 

Seep, Sheep Oreek... . .. ......................... Ramshorn Ditch Co .............................. _ ......................... ' 20 
Winter's Creek .......... _ ... Winter's Creek Canal Oo ... 10 
Cedar River ............................................. - ..... C. N. Philbrick ..... . 
~renehman River ................. - ................ _ ..... Frenchman Val. Irr. Dlst. 36 

57 Scotts ~luff. 

54
1

Scotts Bluff ... 
r·Nance ................................ . 

34 Hayes 

1297 
1305 
1319 
1342 

"" .. 
"" 

~ 
~ 
t>i 
"0 
0 
~ 
>-3 

0 
"l 
Ul 
>-3 
> 
>-3 
t>i 
t>i z 
"' ...... z 
t>i 
t>i 
~ 



Stre&m 

APPLICATIONS DISMISSED SEPT. 1, 1912 TO SEPT. 1, 1914-(Continued) 

Name of Applicant 

E. Babcock 
E. Babcock 
E. Rabcock. .. 
E. Babcock .. 
E. Babcock ... ::::::::::1 

17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 

LOCATION OF HEADGATE l~pp. 
R County 

j No. 

1 Platte 
1 Platte 

., 129 

···----·: 219b 
1] Platte ------------------------------------·------------------------· -----· 
1· Platte ------------------------------··------------------------------··------

527 
663 

: 700 

I 1029 
1090 

11Platte ------------------------------------------------------------ _____ : 
4, Platte ....... -----------------------------------------------------··-----· 

39jDundy 

bi 
0 
> 
~ 
tj 

0 
"'l 
H 
;d 
~ 
H 

C"l 
> ..., 
H 

0 _z 
ti: 
H 

C"l 
::t1 :a 
> 
>-< 
U1 

> z 
tj 

tj 
;d 

> H z 
> 
~ 
«> .... w 



APPLICATIONS CANCELLED SEPT. 1, 1912 TO SEPT. 1, 1914 

Stream Name of Applicant 

T.oup River... ···········-················- H. R. Babcock 
Big Blue River... ············--- J. W. Kersenbrock .. 
Big Blue River. W. F...... ·········-··· J. W. Kersenbrock .. 
Elkhorn River··········-·······-····------······· ........... Skrdla & Humpal... 
Wahoo Creek. Swift & Co. 
Lour> Hiver 
Loup River. Mid. 
Platte River .. . 
Loup River .. . 
Pumpkinseed Creek .. 
Harton Creek ............................. . 
·white Clay Creek. 
Plum Creek ... 
Boggy Creek ...................... . 

Nebraska Central Irr. Co ... 
R. H. Sargent .. 
A. Rosewater 
Nebraska Central Irr. Co ... 
'1'. H. Smith ... 
Geo. A. J.ewis .. 
H. A. 'l'hornton ... 
Michael Ruffing 
H. Wiekersham 

··········-•••I 
·········I 

.•........ 1 

Boggy Creek. .. H. Wickersham ................ ··················-··························· 
Boggy Creek .. 
Lodge Pole Creek .......................... . 
South Platte River .. . 
T .orlge Pole Creek 
Republican River ...................... . 
Minnechaduza Creek 
Little Cottonwood Oreek ......... . 

H. Wickerl'lham 

H. A. IJ18LrK<' ........ . .......... ························•········· -········· \ 

... Wesley Tressler .... . 
C. A. Forsling ___ .. 

............. Arapahoe Mun. L. & W. Plant ..................... . 
Village of Valentine ... 
Calvin H. Dodd 
Village of Long Pine .. . Walnut Spring ... 

Long Pine Creek .............................. Village of Long Pine .... . 

Cedar River. ·············-························· F. G. Arnold ... 
Platte River............. . ............................. Arnold C. Koenig .. . 
Loup River. Mid ......................................... S. B. Knudson .................................. .. 
Weeping Water Creek ..................... ___ Weeping Water L. & P. Oo ......................... -.--...... . 

s· 
I 

'1' 
---,--

17 17 
32 

32 9 
30 30 1 

:H' 13 
~7 17 
:r; 20 

~n 17 
':!7 17 
~) 1!) 

24 
24 31 
33 3.1 
;:j(j 33 

32 

7' 32 
3G 15 
w 13 

:~6 15 
n 

13 32 
31 30 
31 30: 
30 17 

7&201 12 

1~1 HI 
101 

LOCATION OF HEADGATE 

Ill County 

aiNance .................................... 
a

1

seward ....................... ...................... 
3 Seward 

H,Holt 
!J Saunders ····································· 
4 Nance 

20 custer 
4 Butler 
4 Nance I 

5.1·0heyenne i 

19 Loup ' 

52
1

Dawes ..... , .•... ···················! 
54!Sioux 
.'55 Sioux i 

54 Sioux ............. ............................................. 

5t Sioux ............................ 

57 Kimball 
39 Keith 
57 Kimball 
23jFurnas 

--· I 
53 Sioux 
w!Brown 
ro':Brown ···································· 
6 Nance 
7.1\IerrJck 

10
1
Howard 

1110ass 

App. 
No. 

129 

211 
214 
«3 
47:1 
527 
573 

624 
653 
m 
764 

773 
784 
821 
822 
823 
842 

903 
922 
949 

9~1 

995 
1015 
1016 
1023 
1028 
1034 
1037 

~ 
M 
'"tl 
0 
~ .., 
0 
>-rj 

Ul .., 
> .., 
M 
M z 
GJ ..... z 
M 
M 
~ 



APPLICATIONS CANCELLED SEPT 1, 1912 TO SEPT. 1, 1914-(Continued) 
-=~--~----=-~~ 

Stream 

Otter Creek .. 
Birdwood Creek ... 
Rock Creek ... 

Name of Applicant 

R.n. 
W. V. Hoaghmrl 
Rock Creek Pow. & Light Co. ---

Niobrara. River ..... . .......... R. E. Knight ........................................................ . I 

Pumpkinseed Creek. .... 
Tub Springs .. 
Frenchman River ....... . 
Wood River, Br ..... . 
Wood River, Br .. 
Muddy Creek ___ 
Frenchman River .... 
Stinking Water Creek .. 
Little Blue River 
Spring Creek .. 
Republican River .. 
Loup River, Mid ..... . 
White Creek .... 

F. R. Reddish 
Tri-State J.and Co .. 
William Ough ... 

.. 

1

Carl A .• Jacobson 
.. Cora Kimbrough ..... . 
··jw. E, Saner .......... . 

1 r ohn Sandburg 

I \.. C. Troutman 
.

1 

Robert T. Williams 
George McGinley 

..... Carl L. Struve 
••••• 

1 Edward D. Bennett ... 
T. H. Denslow .. 

Sand Oreek. . ..... :John J. Rasmussen. 
Sand Creek....... . . . ...... ·John J. Rasmussen .. . 
Frenchman River........... .. .... !Kilpatrick Bros. Co ............... . 
Frenchman River........ . ..!Vinton & Chas. Kimberling. 
Stinking Water and Frenchman River' Frenchman Val. Irr. Dlst .. 

~li~~ofzr:~~~· .,. · .. /1 g~.~~- f.·~;~~~ii~: ............... .. _ 
Lodge Pole Creek... .. .................... Vaclav F. Kucera .......................... ____ .. . 
Frenchman River. . ....................... ~ ... C. R. Woods ............... . 

----! 

. ! 
__________ ! 

Dugout Creek .......................... - ................ -! Henry B. Hubbard .. . ................................ : 

s 

9&5 
3-

1~ 

30 

?:7 
12 

10 

&3 

3 
30 
20 

:~I' 
" "'-'I 

32-33 
23: 
20 
36 
10 
2')' 

3'l 

36: 

~ \ 

I.OCATION OF HEADGATE 

T I~ County 
-----

n 40 Keith 
l;) 33'Lincoln 

. ... Dundy 
28 s.roux _________________ 

19: 50 MorMll 
23 5'5 Scotts Bluff ... 

36iChase 
10 16.Buffa1o 

101 ts'Buffalo 
2 35(iteheock 
5 38 Chase 
5 33 Hitchcock 

•' 61Clay 
11' 37! Keith 

~I 
20iHarian 
171Valley 
54 Sioux 
52 Dawes ·"", 

3'2 52 Dawes 
6: 40 Chase 
6 40,Chase 
5 ~-t Hayes 

32 5'l Sioux . 
34 27'Cherry 

11 57 Kimball 
14 48 Cheyenne 

5 '.YT Chase 
191 48 Morrill 

tc 
App, 0 
No. > 

~ 
(:;) 

1073 0 
I<Y75 

"j 

1000 ..... 
~ 

1101 ~ 
1102 ..... 

C'l 
1103 > 
1161 >-l ..... 
11ru 0 
1166 ,??: 
1167 
1168 ::c ..... 
1169 C'l 
1171 ::c :a ll73 
1174 > 
1177 >< 

U'l 
1183 
118i > z 1191 (:;) 
lHH 
1100 (:;) 

1203 ~ 
> 1204 ..... 

1205 z 
1208 > 

C'l 
1211 t<J 
1218 
1222 "" ... 

"' 



APPLICATIONS CANCELLED SEPT 1, 1912 TO SEPT. 1, 1914-(Continued) 

Stream 
LOCATION OF HEADGATE lApp. 

-------------------!No. Name of Applicant 

----------1-----------------

~i~:~i:~E~~~~~~~~=:==·· -r~. ~:~:.~~•••••:::::·::::•••••:: ·- · •-•~::::::~::::_::/ 
Frenchman River .................... _____ Frenchman VaL Irr. Dfst ........................... . 
\\'ood River.··················-·······-··--···········-- John W. Haese .. . 
Hepnblican River··············-·······-··--···---- 0. E. Sheffrey ........................ ····- ................................ . 
Whit~ Horse Creek ·········-·-···.John Bratt ... 
I.odge Pole Creek.. . ..................... Henry G. Wiegand ....................................... . 

Lodge Pole Creek ················-····· Henry G. Wiegand ............... ···································-· 
I.one Tree Oreek. Lawrence Sides············-······························ ......................... . 
Lone Tree Creek....... . ........................ Leslie E. Overton ...................................................... . 
Cottonwood Creek, J_,, ........•.........•.••..•.•. Herbert Broadhurst.. .......................... . 
Lodge Pole Creek... . ....................... P. C. Mockett ...................................... . 
Greenwood Creek ...................... F..dgar Hayes ......................... . 
A Well ......................... ···········--· \\"illiam '1'. Young ..................................................... . 
.>\.. Well ............................................. Anna Young ................................................ . 
Loup River, North... . .. Ord Electric Co... . ............ ··········-
Eternal Springs.................................. \' orif'k Nichols... . ..................................... . 
Pumpkinseed Creek 1'. C. Egleston... . ................................. . 
White Clay Creek.·····················-·· . Herman A. Thornton ................................ . 
Otter Creek. . ........................... Peter ~iss.en... . .................... . 
Wounded Knee Creek .............. - Nannie E. AUwine ........................................................... . 

~~~~e ~~':; ·--~~-~-· .. :::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ~~~~7e ~~g~~-~-i~·;: ........................... . 
Otter Creek --·············-···-- ................... _ Peter Ni-!~en ······- .................... ············-· 
Horse Creek ___ ................................................ John Mihan___ ............................................. . 
Blue River, Lit ........................................ Giddings, C. J. .................................... . ...................... .. 
Main Bow Creek..................... . ......... Hartington Elec. Co. 
Greenwood Creek .............. J. II. Meyers... . ................. . 

R I T I H I County 

-r---~-1 
1228 19• 3) 28iRed Wfllow ... 

ao/ 5 33fHayes ...... : 1231 
5r 1 i H!Franklfn 1235 ~ 3] 51 38:Chase ----·----- I 1242 tz.j 

1:1 

17!Buffalo 1244 "' 10j 
0 3, 20'HarJan 1246 ~ 9 14 30!Llneoln 

i 
12-12 >-3 

16 131 45jDeuel 121).1 0 16! 13 46 Deuel 
i 

12';1 l>j 
18 341 s.t!Dawes 1258 rn 

~I ~I 51fDawes 1200 >-3 

~ 
5IiDawes 1264 

15 5> Kimball 12166 tz.j 18 51lMorrfll 1267 
tz.j 34! 15 57 Kimball 1200 z 32' 15, ll71Kimba11 1270 Cl 151 19 H!Valley ··-····-········ 1277 ..... 

:u 24 58 Scotts m ,,. 
1200 z 

tz.j 30 191 55, Banner 1281 tz.j 
24' 311 52iDawes 1282 ~ 5, 1?, 40!Keith .......... 1283 
20; 35 42; Sheridan 1002 
29 13 12jHoward 

I 
1312 1.-2--35130---31.: !»I Sioux 
1318 

5' 15 40fKeith .. 
···································I 1324 27 23 58. Scotts Bluff. 

····················································i 1329 
33 6 lO'Adams ··································· ···················r 1338 31: 31: 2:0edar ···························•··· l:U1 1; 18 5() Morrill ..................................................... 1348 



...... 

~ ...... 
C'l 

APPLICATIONS CANCELLED SEPT 1, 1912 TO SEPT. 1, 1914-(Continued) > .., 

Stream Name of Applicant 
~ 

Republican River. ···········-········-·-··--······- "-'m. Byfield ... __ . .......................... ··-··--·············--- 23 

Loup River, Mid ........... ·············-·····-··--···· A. Butcher, et al . ............................................................. - 36 
Birdwood Creek .................................... -----· .John A. Robertson .................................................... . 

~~~: ~:~~;;];;~::::::::::::::::··:·:·:::::=:=:=::::= ~~~~~a~~ ~~~d & .. Q~i-ii~·-:::··::::::::::::::=::::::::::::::=::== I 
32 

26 

LOCATION OF HEADGATE 

...... 
iAIW 0 
:No. .z 
! ~ 

R: ~terWillow .. :.~~~-~ .... :··:: ::~·:: .. ::·==1 : ~ 
11 Holt ···············---- : ~ 
~! ;~~~ . ... .. ........... ne rn 

T 

3 
2Q 

31 
30' 

15 

... ',;...· 



RELOCATION 
In the following Appropriations, the location of Headgate has been changed 

App. No. Stream Name of Canal 

A. 7'07 white River. ............................. Hcbbert Ditch .. 
A. 1072 Spotted •rail Creek. . .............................. Brown Ditch 

A. 1 North Platte River .......... ····---··-············- Holcomb Ditch .. 
D. 
D. 
A. 
A. 
A. 

821 North Platte River ...... -----·······-·-·················- 1 Logan Ditch ..... __ 
3i7 Lodge Pole Creek... . ........... !,Ray State Ditch .. 

1281 Frenchman River... . .................... ;oth·cr Bros. Irr. Pow. Pl... 
129.5 Frenchman River .. . ·····--·- :olinr Bros. Irr. Plant 
1287 Driftwood Creek .. . ......................... ····-~Schmidt rrr. Works ... 

A. 1312 Loup River. Mid....... . ......... ~Howard Co. Pow. Co .. . 
-\.. 13!3; P1aite River ........................................................ Plattsmouth Pow. Pit .... . 
App. 1316;1\Vhite Horse Creek ....................................... ,.John Bratt Ditch .. . 

New Location 

s T R I Oounty 
---------------

35 3J 50 Dawes 
26 24 56 I Scotts Bluff 
5 15 40'Kelth 

24 20 51 Morrill 
30 15 55

1

Klmball 
7 5 35Hayes 
71 

I 
5; 35,Hayes 

12' 2 80 &d Willow 
30 131 12 Howard 
:12 13 13.0ass 
8 14 30,Lincoln 

"" .... 
00 

,, 
:~ 

1 
:! 
) 

~ 
t;j . ~1 

'"C ;~ 
0 
~ 
..;! 

0 
"J 
rn 
..;! 

> 
..;! 
t;j 

t;j 
z 
C'l ..... z 
t;j 
t;j 
~ 



BOARD OF IRRIGATION, HIGHWAYS AND DRAINAGE 34!l 

The following statement shows the amount of money in the var
ious funds on October 31, 1912, and the amount drawn from each of 
these funds, and also the balance remaining unexpended which reverted 
to the General Fund. It also shows the amount appropriated for the 
biennium beginning the first Wednesday in April, 1913, and the amount 
drawn from each of these funds to October 31st, 1914, and the balanee 
remaining in each fund to this date. It shows the amount of fees re
ceived by this department during the period from November 1st, 1912, 
to October 31st, 1914, all of which has been paid to the State Treasurer. 
The fees up to April, 1913, were paid into the Institutioa Cash Fum!, 
but since that time have been paid into the General Fund, and the state
ment below shows the amount received and the amount expended from 
that fund. 

a ;:; 0 .. 
2 " -~ 

~ ,... 
0 '0 ~ "';!:_M "' Fund ~ C'l ~ 

w- ,... ,... 
w "' w fri 

1:~ 
1:: t.~..;,..., =- ~ ~ ,..; 

:::~a;, ~~ = ~ 2 0 "' "' .::o,..., c;l .:2 0. ~ ..; 

I 
~ ,..; ~ - ~ w 0. ~ >1 "" 0. 

;; ~ 

~ _g_; ___ ~ .-: ~0~ ; 
"' 0 --~--

Secretary ·····--- I* 
HlOO OD !$ 1000 f)() ~ $ 5000 00 $ 3958 27 $ 1<»1 66 

Asst. Sec'y 5:~0 ();) I ;)~() 0() 3()()() ()() ~375 00 625 ()() 
Under SPc'y .. 4;)0 00 

I 
450 lXI 3200 00 3200 ()() ··················• 

Stenogrnpllf'r 3;10 (;{) 
I 

;~)(· 00 1680 ()() 1330 ()() 350 ()() 
Field Help anti I 

Office Exp !IG~ +7 
I 

9G.1 47 

I 

1()()(KJ 00 8364 90 I 1635 10 
Extra Of-
flee Help ..... 5000 ()() 4084 30 915 70 

Fees 1

11 

Collected I Pd Treas. On Hand !I Expended I Balance 

Paid to Gen- I' 

<;;::d ~~nd............ $. ...... I $ 3519 92] $ 3519 92[ ····················i···················-~·-------············ 

Cash Fund ........ ' 6843 941 3228 ss[ 3228 88 ········--········ , 7708 25 1 2364 57 

----- --- -------:nount of I Collected by ~-

'I 1913 l State Treas. 1 

_________ 

1 

___ LevY __ 

1 

Oct. 31, 1914 

State Aid Bridge Fund · $ 169672 41 '$ 84948 14: $ 

Expended to 
Oct. 31, 1914 

Balance on 
Hand 

Oct. 31, 1914 

49187 41 357~0 ~31 $ 
-----
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