
Why the State Flood Hazard Mitigation 
Plan belongs in your Toolbox

If you encounter any technical difficulties, please send a private chat 
message to Michele York, or email Michele.York@Nebraska.gov

To ask a question or provide comment – utilize the Chat box or unmute 
yourself and chime in

This webinar is being recorded and will be posted for those unable 
to attend
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02 PUBLIC MEETINGS



• Meets statutory requirements
• 61-228 State flood mitigation plan; department; duties. The Department of Natural Resources 

shall: … (8) Hold two public hearings, one prior to the first state flood mitigation plan 
development meeting and one prior to the completion of such plan. Notice of each hearing 
shall be published at least thirty days prior to the hearing date.
Source:  Laws 2020, LB632, § 12. Effective Date: November 14, 2020

• Goals: 
• Facilitate review of Plan and receive comments
• Build public awareness of flood hazard resources at State level

APRIL 2022 PUBLIC MEETINGS



• Open house format with staffed information stations:
• Flood Insurance Claims Analysis

• Funding/Recovery Resources

• Flood Risk Maps

• Mitigation Actions

• DNR Website Demo

• Draft Plan/Comments

APRIL 2022 PUBLIC MEETINGS



• Lincoln: April 26, 2022; 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. CDT (public hearing to begin at 12 p.m.),
Auld Pavilion, 1650 Memorial Drive

• Kearney: April 26, 2022; 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. CDT,
Yanney Heritage Park, 2020 W 11th St

• Scottsbluff: April 27, 2022 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. MDT,
Lied Scottsbluff Public Library, 1809 3rd Avenue, Community Room 

• Norfolk: April 28, 2022 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. CDT, 
Norfolk Public Library, 309 North 5th Street, Meeting Room A

• Fremont: April 28, 2022 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. CDT,
Fremont City Auditorium, 925 North Broad Street, Community Room West

APRIL 2022 PUBLIC MEETINGS



• Draft Plan made available April 11, 2022
• Comments received until May 11, 2022
• Collected comments then considered for potential 

plan revisions prior to finalizing draft by June 1, 2022.

APRIL 2022 PUBLIC MEETINGS



03 OVERVIEW OF 
State of Nebraska Flood 
Hazard Mitigation Plan
DOCUMENT



1. Introduction
2. Planning Process
3. Risk Assessment
4. Mitigation Strategy
5. Recovery and Funding Resources
6. Capabilities and Challenges of Nebraska 

Flood Hazard Mitigation Programs
Appx A:  Participating Agencies and Stakeholder Organizations
Appx B:  Risk Assessment Supplemental Content
Appx C:  Flood Mitigation Strategies and Practices Project Sheets

PLAN DOCUMENT



• Purpose and objectives
• Statutory requirements and compliance
• Authorities

1. INTRODUCTION



1. INTRODUCTION
Nebraska Revised Statute §61-228 Location in Plan:

(1)  Evaluate the flood issues that occurred in 2019, and identify cost-effective 
flood mitigation strategies…

• Section 3.4 Historic Flood Events
• Section 4.0 Mitigation Strategy

(2)  Identify opportunities to implement flood hazard mitigation strategies with the 
intent to reduce the impact of flood events;

• Section 4.2 Mitigation Actions 
• Appendix C – Flood Mitigation Strategies and Practices Project

(3) …improve knowledge…of available recovery resources while identifying potential 
gaps in current disaster program delivery;

• Section 5 Recovery and Funding Sources
• Section 6 Capabilities and Challenges of Nebraska Flood Hazard Mitigation Programs

(4)  Identify…funding sources that can be accessed to improve the resilience of the 
state through flood mitigation and post-flood disaster recovery. The funding 
sources shall include, but not be limited to [FEMA FMA, BRIC, HMGP, PA, IA, HUD 
CDBG, USDA NRCS]…

• Section 5 Recovery and Funding Sources
• Additionally, common funding issues and challenges faced by local communities 
summarized in Section 6 Capabilities and Challenges of Nebraska Flood Hazard Mitigation 
Programs.

(5)  Compile a centralized list of critical infrastructure and state-owned facilities 
and identify those with the highest risk of flooding…consult…other state and local 
agencies that have information that identifies vulnerable facilities;

• A database of critical infrastructure and state-owned facilities was created with input 
from local hazard mitigation planning areas and state agencies. 
• Section 3.5  Flood Risk Assessment. 

(6)  Evaluate state laws, rules, regulations, policies, and programs related to flood 
hazard mitigation…

• Section 6 Capabilities and Challenges of Nebraska Flood Hazard Mitigation Programs

(7)  Examine existing law and, if necessary, recommend statutory or administrative 
changes…

• Section 6.5 Evaluation of Regulatory Framework

(8)  Hold two public hearings, one prior to the first state flood mitigation plan 
development meeting and one prior to the completion of such plan. Notice of each 
hearing shall be published at least thirty days prior to the hearing date.

• Section 2 Planning Process



2. PLANNING PROCESS
• Review of plan history and development
• Summary of planning process
• Coordination with other agencies
• Integration with other planning efforts



MEETING TOPICS



3. RISK ASSESSMENT

• Flood hazard overview
• Flood hazard types
• Flooding history
• Flood Risk Assessment
• Flood Insurance Claims Analysis



3. RISK ASSESSMENT
Two sources of information for Flood Risk Assessment
• 1. National Risk Index (NRI)

• FEMA’s national database of records of flood occurrence since 1950
• Data used to calculate an annualized frequency for riverine flooding 

and risk exposure:
• Structures
• Population
• Agriculture
• Expected annual loss (qualitative/relative)
• Flood risk rating (qualitative/relative)



3. RISK ASSESSMENT
Two sources of information for Flood Risk Assessment
• 2. GIS-Based Risk Assessment

• NeDNR GIS tool currently being developed
• Relies on databases specific to Nebraska compiled from federal, state, 

and local agencies
• Potential hazards evaluated:

• Riverine flooding
• Areas protected by levees
• Dam breach



3. RISK ASSESSMENT
Two sources of information for Flood Risk Assessment
• 2. GIS-Based Risk Assessment (cont.)

• Potential impacts evaluated
• Total risk exposure in floodplain
• Critical facilities
• Roadways and bridges
• Railroads
• Electric Transmission lines
• Agricultural Lands
• T&E Species Ranges
• Wetlands
• Cultural/Historical Properties

• Results summarized in maps, top 10 counties for each category, and 
full county summary in Appendix B





4.0 MITIGATION STRATEGIES

• Mission, goals, and objectives
• Mitigation Actions by category
• Prioritization 
• Monitoring and documentation
• Repetitive Loss strategy
• Summary of previous and ongoing mitigation activities





4.0 MITIGATION STRATEGIES

• Mitigation Actions – aligned with FEMA’s mitigation action 
categories:

• Structure and Infrastructure
• Natural System Protection
• Education and Awareness Programs
• Local Plans and Regulations



5.0 RECOVERY AND FUNDING 
RESOURCES

• Summary of recovery and mitigation funding sources
• Federal agencies and programs
• State agencies and programs
• Other Funding program sources



6.0 CAPABILITY AND CHALLENGES 
OF NEBRASKA FHM PROGRAMS

• State Capability: Looks at authorities, policies, and programs of state 
agencies. 

• Federal Capability: Summarizes the programs of federal agencies 
primarily engaged in flood hazard mitigation in Nebraska and 
challenges to state/federal coordination

• Local Capability: Describes the policies, programs, and capabilities 
typical of local communities in Nebraska, and the challenges faced by 
local communities

• Challenges to state, federal, and local capabilities were identified 
through the stakeholder engagement and surveys conducted through 
this planning process



6.0 CAPABILITY AND CHALLENGES 
OF NEBRASKA FHM PROGRAMS 
(CONT.)

• Lessons learned
• Evaluation of Nebraska’s regulatory framework
• Plan maintenance process



APPENDIX A - PARTICIPANTS

• Summary of stakeholders engaged in planning process 



• County by County tabular results of risk assessments, including
• Results from the NRI Risk Assessment
• Results from the Flood Insurance Claims analysis
• Results from GIS-based tool analysis

APPENDIX B – RISK ASSESSMENT









APPENDIX C – PROJECT PAGES



PLAN DOCUMENT

• Draft Plan available for comment through May 11, 2022:
• https://dnr.nebraska.gov/floodplain/nebraska-flood-hazard-

mitigation-plan

https://dnr.nebraska.gov/floodplain/nebraska-flood-hazard-mitigation-plan


04 NEXT STEPS



• Comment period closes May 11, 2022
• Comments will be compiled, reviewed, and potential plan 

revisions considered
• Final plan document will be submitted to Legislature and 

FEMA simultaneously:  June 1, 2022

PLAN DOCUMENT



QUESTIONS?

Visit the website to access the online meeting, more information, links
https://dnr.nebraska.gov/floodplain/nebraska-flood-hazard-mitigation-plan

https://dnr.nebraska.gov/floodplain/nebraska-flood-hazard-mitigation-plan


NATIONAL RISK INDEX 
MINI-DEMO
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