Building Restriction Agreement
To Ensure Structures are Reasonably Safe From Flooding

THIS BUILDING RESTRICTION AGREEMENT to Ensure Structures are
Reasonably Safe From Flooding is entered into as of the day of
, 2002, by and between

(hereinafter referred to as "Owner") and the City of Lincoln, Nebraska, a municipal

corporation (hereinafter referred to as "City").
RECITALS
l.

Owner is the owner of .

hereinafter referred to as the “Property.”
I.
The Property is located in an area shown on the Flood Insurance Rate
Map (FIRM) for the City of Lincoln issued by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) as a special flood hazard area (SFHA) and is a designated floodplain
subject to the requirements of the City's floodplain ordinance (Chapter 27.55 of the
Lincoln Municipal Code).
I.
Lincoln Municipal Code § 27.55.030 provides in part that:

(b)  Residential Construction. All new construction and substantial
improvements of residential structures within the designated floodplain shall have the
lowest floor, including basement, elevated at least one foot above the base flood level.
Garages and storage buildings used exclusively for the storage of motor vehicles, and
storage of other items readily removable in the event of a flood warning may have their
lowest floor below flood elevation, provided the building structure is capable of
withstanding hydrostatic and hydrodynamic forces caused by the 100-year flood and,
further, provided that no utilities are installed in the building except elevated or
floodproofed electrical fixtures. If the building is converted to another use, it must be
brought into full compliance with the requirements of this title governing such uses.
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(c) Nonresidential Construction. All new construction and substantial
improvements of commercial, industrial, and other nonresidential structures within the
designated floodplain shall either have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated at
least one foot above the base flood level or, together with attendant utility and sanitary
facilities, be floodproofed so that below the base flood level pius one foot the structure
is watertight in accordance with the performance standards set forth in the city's
building code. A registered professional engineer or architect shall develop or review
structural design, specifications, and plans for the construction, and shall certify that the
design and methods of construction meet the watertight performance standards. The
certification shall be provided to the city as set forth in § 27.55.040 of this chapter.

(d)  For all new construction and substantial improvements, fully enclosed
areas below the lowest floor that are usable solely for parking of vehicles, building
access or storage in an area other than a basement and which are subject to flooding
shall be designed to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls by
allowing for the entry and exit of floodwaters. Designs for meeting this requirement
must either be certified by a registered professional engineer or architect or must meet
or exceed the following minimum criteria: -

(1) A minimum of two openings having a total net area of not less than
one square inch for every square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding shall be
provided;

(2)  The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above
grade; and

(3)  Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, or other cov-
erings or devices; provided, that they permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters.

V.

FEMA regulations found in 44 CFR 65.5 and 65.6 authorize the issuance
of a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) or a Letter of Map Revision based on fill (LOMR-F)
to remove land from the area of a SFHA (i.e. designated floodplain) provided in part
that the participating community has determined that the land and any existing or
proposed structures to be removed from the SFHA are “reasonably safe from flooding.”

V.
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from flooding in accordance with the National Flood Insurance Program.”
IX.

Currently the City of Lincoln Municipal Code does not have any
regulations that control development of flood prone areas outside of the designated
floodplain that would ensure that any construction in such areas is reasonably safe from
flooding. Therefore, the City cannot make the required certification to FEMA required

for the processing or issuance of a LOMR or LOMR-F.
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