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Introduction 
• Approximately 85% of wetlands have been lost since the 

18th century

• Farm Crisis of the 1980s

• Food Security Act of 1985
-Swampbuster
-Sodbuster

• Special Wetland Types (Playas, Potholes & Pocosins)



Wetland Determination Overview

• Determinations are completed by producer request

• Preliminary determination issued
• Off-site procedures
• Appeal Rights



Wetland Map



Wetland Overview Cont.
• Reconsideration requests

• NAD Appeals



Wetland Overview Cont.
• Whistleblower complaints

• Minimal Effect & Scope and Effect Agreements

• Restoration/Mitigation Plans

• Waters of the US (WOTUS)

• Relationship with other Government Agencies



Wetlands Jurisdictional Overlap
• Restoration Plans

• Mitigation Plans

• Minimal Effect Exemptions

• Scope and Effect

• Other (WRE, Watershed Planning & Mitigation Banking)



Wetlands Team Overview
• Now up to 17 dedicated wetland staff including 4 

Compliance Specialists, 9 Wetland Biologists and 3 Soil 
Scientists.

• Hired 7 new team members during FY21

• Continue to receive field support from Resource Soil 
Scientists as well. 



4 Year Wetland Performance
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Questions



Nongame and Endangered 
Species Conservation Act

Jessica Tapp

Environmental Specialist III

Certified Wildlife Biologist®

Topeka Shiner
Salt Creek Tiger Beetle

Western Massasauga

Southern Flying Squirrel



Overview

 Endangered & Threatened (E&T) Species
 Nongame & Endangered Species 

Conservation Act (NESCA)
 Consultation & Review Process

Interior Least Tern Piping Plover



E & T Species

Why protect species?
 Bio-indicators

 Ecosystem health, stability, resilience

 Scientific purposes

 Preserve Nebraska’s natural heritage

 Human enjoyment/public interest

Whooping Cranes



E & T Species

Reasons for Decline:
 Habitat Loss/Fragmentation
 Pesticides/Insecticides
 Water quality
 Instream Flow Depletion
 Hunting/Trapping/Collecting

American Burying Beetle



Nongame & Endangered Species 
Conservation Act

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid

 NESCA is like Endangered 
Species Act (ESA)  

 All federally listed species are 
state listed…but not vice versa

 Prohibits “take”
 harass, harm, etc…
 applies to everyone

 Currently 31 state-listed species 
in Nebraska



NESCA Consultation Requirement

State permitted/funded actions must consult with NGPC 
to ensure they will not jeopardize the continued existence of 
threatened and endangered species or result in destruction of 

critical habitat for such species

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 37-807 (3) 

Pallid Sturgeon



Consultation Process:
 Work with projects to develop ways to avoid “take” & allow 

project to move forward

 Designed to protect project proponents & state agencies

 Consult on both state and federally funded/permitted projects 
in Nebraska

 Common permits needed are 404 permit/401 Water quality 
certification or NPDES (CSW/ISW)

NESCA Consultation

Finescale Dace Blowout Penstemon



What is CERT?  

An interactive web-based tool for expediting NGPC 
environmental reviews

SaltwortSwift Fox

Conservation and Environmental 
Review Tool (CERT)



Getting started…

cert.outdoornebraska.gov



Help Tab



3 Possible Outcomes 

NO EFFECT; no further action is necessary

MAY AFFECT; more information needed

MAY AFFECT; further consultation is necessary



MAY AFFECT



MORE INFORMATION NEEDED



If YES, then…

MORE INFORMATION NEEDED



NO EFFECT



*NGPC contact information provided in report*



Website - https://cert.outdoornebraska.gov/
Email - ngpc.envreview@nebraska.gov

402-471-5423
402-471-5554
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