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The Elevation Certificate
The Elevation Certificate (EC) is an 
administrative tool used by the NFIP to 
provide elevation information 
necessary to
• ensure compliance with community 

floodplain management ordinances; 
• inform mitigation actions that will 

lower flood risk; 
• and/or support a request for a 

LOMA to remove a building from a 
high-risk area. 

It shows the location of the building, 
lowest floor elevation as compared to 
base flood elevation (BFE), building 
characteristics, and flood zone.



Elevation Certificate
• Technically FEMA Form 086-0-33
• Ensure you are using the December 

2019 version
• Became effective 2/21/20
• No grace period
• You can find it on the DNR Website: 

https://dnr.nebraska.gov/floodplain/digi
tal-desk-reference

https://dnr.nebraska.gov/floodplain/digital-desk-reference


Elevation Certificate
• Not required by FEMA for 

permitting
• But may be required by your 

community
• Is required by the CRS program 

• Is required by FEMA for LOMAs 
and LOMR-Fs



Verify the date in the lower left 
or upper right corner of the EC



Section A



Sections A2 and A3
• Either Section A2 or A3 must be filled out
• Regardless, City, State, and Zip need to be filled in and is 

often missed
• This address must be copied to the top of each subsequent 

page, and they must match



Section A4



A4 is Required
• Residential, Non-Residential, or Accessory 

are key since that is how the NFIP 
categorizes structures

• Terms like addition, commercial, industrial, 
housing complex are also helpful

• Something is required in this blank, and it 
must be enough for the reader to determine if 
the structure is Residential, Non-Residential, 
or Accessory.



Additions!
If this is for an addition, ensure that the location 
of the elevation shot is provided in section D!!!

Is this an EC for just the Addition?
• The lowest floor elevation for the addition may not 

be the lowest floor for the structure.
Is this an EC for the entire structure?

• The lowest floor for the structure may not indicate 
if the addition is built in compliance with your 
permit for the addition.



Sections A1, A5, and A6 
are not required



A1 and A5 are NOT Required 
for Permitting

• The owners name will be on the permit, and if 
the EC was provided to a prior owner and is 
still valid a new EC is not required.

• Lat. and Long. are not required since you 
have the address.



A6
• Pictures may not be 

required for permitting-
but they are required for 
insurance.

• Pictures are also good 
evidence of what was 
permitted and what the 
status was when the EC 
was created.



Section A7



A7 is Critical and Often Difficult
• We make a big deal of this, but the bottom 

line: The diagram should represent the 
building. 

• Whatever is used, it must be specific: 1A or 
2B - simply a 1 or 2 is an error.

• It is the Insurance Agent that needs to 
determine if you are correct and pick the right 
diagram for rating purposes

Regardless, we will cover them





Split Levels



Elevated on Posts



All Walkouts are Diagram 7



Crawl Spaces



Sections A8 and A9



A8 and A9
• Crawlspace is a diagram 8 and 9
• An enclosure is associated with an 

elevated building: Diagrams 6 or 7
• A garage is attached to a non-

elevated building



If you have both a garage and an 
enclosure both must be listed 

unless they are vented together as 
one unit

Example:

Crawlspace = 1200 sq. ft. 
Garage = 600 sq. ft. 

Only A8 filled out: Enclosure = 1800 sq feet with 2000 sq. in. of venting. 
(properly vented)

A8 and A9 filled out: Enclosure(A8) = 1200 sq ft with 2000 sq. in. of 
venting. Garage(A9) = 600 sq. ft. with no vents. (garage not properly 
vented)



Section A8.c



Engineered Vents and A8.c
• Instructions say to list square inches
• FEMA TB-1 Says 8A.c must be filled in with 

the total coverage or rated area of 
engineered openings

• Fill it out either way, and note it in Section D
• The Engineered Opening Certification must be 

attached
• The write “N/A” if no openings exist





Section B



B1, B2, and B3





B4, B5, B6, and B7





B8 and B9



B10, B11 and B10



B10
The Most Common EC Error in 

Nebraska
• BFEs from Zone AE come from the Flood 

Insurance Study (FIS)
• BFEs from Zone A come from the NeDNR (Other 

Source)
• If you have NO MAPS then you will determine 

the BFE (Community Determined)
• The ONLY time “FIRM” is the source of the BFE 

is in Zones AO and AH.



Even if the permit was given 
when a prior FIRM was 

regulatory, the EC must be 
written using the current FIRM

(again, a note in Section D can 
explain this potential 

discrepancy)



New FIRM After the Permit
B1, B4, B5, B7, B8, & B9



Make sure the heading is 
filled out on each page and 

matches Section A

This is the second most common error



Section C



Section C

Section C is not required if 
for development in an AO 
zone.

It is not required in other 
states for an un-numbered 
A zone, but since we 
provide elevations for 
Zone A, Section C should 
be filled out for ECs in 
Nebraska.



Section C



C2 must match B11



Section C2a



Section C2e - Most common 
error



Section C2e

Equipment not to be included:

Equipment that must be included:
• Furnace
• A/C
• Hot Water Heater
• Duct Work

• Elevators
• Sump Pumps
• Generators
• Heat Pumps

• Meters
• Water pipes
• Electric lines

• Other municipal utilities not 
owned or insured by the 
owner

If equipment/utilities are all on the roof, the elevation still needs 
to be entered here.



Section C2f and C2g



Section C



Section D



Section E



Section E and F
• For AO zones (Not for A zones in Nebraska)
• Fill out the same as C and D
• C is not required if E and F are used
• Both E1a and E1b are required
• E5 - Only required if the community requires it



You must check “Feet” and 
either “Above” or “Below”



Four ways to correct an EC
1. Send it back to the surveyor to make the 

corrections needed.
2. If you have an in-house surveyor on the 

payroll, have them fill out a new EC with 
corrections.  Have them stamp, sign , and 
complete section D.

3. Memo of Correction Form.
4. Notes of correction in Section G.



Section G
• Optional
• Filled out by the 

community if used
• Section G can be 

used to make 
corrections or 
updates by the FPA

• This is NOT a 
Floodplain 
Development Permit



Pictures
Pictures are only required 
for insurance, and as of 
October 1, 2021 EC are not 
required for insurance.
But why not have them 
anyway?
• Pictures paint 1000 

words
• They show the venting
• They establish the 

permitted development.
• They are relatively free



Closing Thoughts
• Some FPAs fill out section A and B to ensure 

the information is correct and let the surveyor 
focus on C and D. 

• There are some great videos on YouTube 
called: CRS Elevation Certificate Training 
Series.

• Keep Final Construction ECs with the Permit.



Disclaimers
• Just because I told you something is not 

required by FEMA, does not mean it is not a 
good idea to require it for your community.

• If I told you anything that disagrees with the 
instructions, the YouTube CRS videos, FEMA 
training/guidance, or any other authoritative 
product - follow it and send me a note.



Responsibility
The Surveyor will fill out the EC.

Yet,
It is the Floodplain Administrator’s 
responsibility to ensure that it is 

filled out correctly.



Chuck Chase
chuck.chase@nebraska.gov

(402) 471-9422

mailto:chuck.chase@nebraska.gov
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