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2025 Nebraska Corn Board Project:

Phase I:
Exploring Incentive Program Participation with

the Ag Budget Calculator (ABC)

Provide a proof-of-concept result on the feasibility of using the
existing ABC online budgeting tool to provide decision-making
support to Nebraska corn producers considering enrolilment in
one or more environmental incentive programs
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https://agbudget.unl.edu/

ADM re:generations Incentives Program

Private-Sector
Cover Crop
Incentive Program
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Add Fall Cover Crop
Planting

Adjust Spring Burndown
Herbicides

Adjustments to Field Operations I

2025 UNL #023 Corn, Dryland (State), No Till, after Beans (Bt, RR, ECB, & RIB)

- 2025

Total acres: 150 Yield per acre: 145 bushels
Field Operation Costs / Acre

Field Operation Labor Fuel Repairs Deprec. Opp. Total / acre

ﬁz:g!ifcﬁjpe"ng Burndown Labor Fuel Repairs Deprec. Opp. Total / acre
UNL Medium Tractor >80 hp 0.50 0.35 0.21 0.76 0.13
UNL Boom Sprayer 0.65 0.27 0.12

$0.50 $0.35 $0.86 $1.03 $0.25 $2.98

Spray Fertilizer Labor Fuel Repairs Deprec. Opp. Total / acre
UNL Medium Tractor >80 hp 0.99 0.70 0.43 1.52 0.27
UNL Boom Sprayer 1.29 0.54 0.23

$0.99 $0.70 $1.72 $2.06 $0.50 $5.96

Plant - No Till Labor Fuel Repairs Deprec. Opp. Total / acre
UNL Large Tractor >150 hp 1.49 1.41 0.27 7.57 0.87
UNL Planter - no till 10.45 1.63 1.03

$1.49 $1.41 $10.71 $9.20 $1.90 $24.71
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Cover Crop Planting
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Cover Crop Planting
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Spray Spring Burndown Herbicide Il
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Additional Revenue NG
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Bottom Line: Partial Budget Comparison

Additional Revenue Additional Costs

ADM re:generations incentive program $20.00 Operating Costs $36.49

Ownership and Overhead $8.68

TOTAL $20.00 TOTAL S45.17
NET RETURN: -5$25.17
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Reduction in Nitrogen Use Incentive Programs

Public-Sector
Nutrient
Management
Incentive Program
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Bottom Line: Partial Budget Comparison

Additional Revenue Additional Costs

NRD Incentive Program Payment $9.00 Operating Costs — Soil Sampling $9.00
Reduced Costs Reduced Revenue
Fertilizer Costs $8.00

TOTAL $17.00 TOTAL $9.00

NET RETURN: $8.00
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Additional Revenue NG
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Other Direct Expenses I
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Equating Crop Enterprises

Crop Comparison Tool

#023 Corn, Dryland (State), No Till, after Beans (Bt, RR, ECB, & RIB) - 2025

Net return above operating costs: $239.61 / acre

Base crop yield: 145 bushels

Base crop price: $4.00 / bushel

Compare Base Crop using Alternate Material Input Price(s) (optional) @

Apply Alternate Input Price to Base Crop

Gross Margin Equivalent Yield Analysis

Alternative Crop

#023 Corn, Dryland (State), ADM, No Till,
after Beans (Bt, RR, ECB, & RIB) - 2025

#023 Corn, Dryland (State), NRD, No Till,
after Beans (Bt, RR, ECB, & RIB) - 2025

#023 Corn, Dryland (State), STACKED-
ADM-NRD, No Till, after Beans (Bt, RR,

Projected
Price

@ $4.00 /
bu

@ $4.00 /
bu

@ $4.00 /
bu

Equivalent

Yield*

151.8 bu

145.0 bu

151.8 bu

Gross Margin Equivalent Price Analysis

Alternative Crop

#023 Corn, Dryland (State), ADM, No Till,
after Beans (Bt, RR, ECB, & RIB) - 2025

#023 Corn, Dryland (State), NRD, No Till,
after Beans (Bt, RR, ECB, & RIB) - 2025

#023 Corn, Dryland (State), STACKED-
ADM-NRD, No Till, after Beans (Bt, RR,

Projected
Yield

@ 145 bu/
ac

@ 145 bu/
ac

@ 145 bu/
ac

Equivalent

Price*

$4.19 / bu

$4.00 / bu

$4.19 / bu
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Funding Acknowledgement:
This project was made possible by the Nebraska Corn Development, Utilization
and Marketing Board Project Number: 88-R-2223-06:
Making the Ag Budget Calculator (ABC) A More Effective Financial Decision Tool



Bottom Line: Partial Budget Comparison

Additional Revenue Additional Costs

NRD Incentive Program Payment $9.00 Operating Costs — Soil Sampling $9.00

ADM re:generations incentive program $20.00 Operating Costs — Cover Crop Seed $14.00
Operating Costs — Pesticide $3.72
Operating Costs — Labor $3.38
Operating Costs — Fuel and Energy §2.91
Operating Costs — Repairs and Maintenance $2.99
Interest on Operating Capital $0.71
Ownership Costs — Equipment Depreciation $3.82
Ownership Costs — Equipment Opportunity $1.87

Operating Costs - Fertilizer $8.00

TOTAL $37.00 TOTAL $42.40

NET RETURN: -$5.40
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