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Water Management Agencies



State Programs 
 Resilient Soils and Water Quality Act (Healthy 

Soils Task Force)

 Nitrogen Reduction Incentive Act

 Reverse Osmosis Program 

 ONE RED

 Nitrate in Drinking Water Study

 Non-Point Source Water Quality

 SRF programs for drinking water and waste  water

 Planning for well-head protection, source water 
protection, and integrated management

 Water Sustainability Fund



Resilient Soils and Water Quality Act



Resilient Soil and Water Quality Act
 Develop partnerships with other 

conversation organizations

 Support development of producer led 
education opportunities

 Streamline access to conservation 
resources and program information 







Nitrogen Reduction Incentive Act 
(NiRIA) Program 



Nitrogen Reduction Incentive Act



Reverse Osmosis Rebate Program



Private Well Reverse Osmosis Program 
  Private well reverse osmosis system rebates were available to property owners 

of private wells with drinking water levels above 10 parts per million of nitrate
 Eligible for up to $4,000 in rebates per small treatment installation 
Opened January 2023, and closed May 2024
 NDEE received 370 applications requesting a funding total of $1.3M

Source: https://www.epa.gov/watersense/point-use-reverse-osmosis-systems

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fwatersense%2Fpoint-use-reverse-osmosis-systems&data=05%7C02%7CAlexa.Davis%40nebraska.gov%7Cc682beebc386452a300508dd97a9e071%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638833478046728070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0Q0eoQXcAbJOBubtWScb2G%2FKVdIIACmI8A47ul6n0KI%3D&reserved=0


ONE RED



ONE RED

 In July 2024, EPA 
announced an award of 
$307 million to NDEE

$160M to support data 
collection, regenerative, and 
precision ag. practices



Nitrate in Drinking Water Study



Nitrate Drinking Water Study 
Study analyzed available nitrate samples from wells across Nebraska to 

identify areas of concern, collected additional data on nitrate in private 
domestic wells, and identified trends in nitrate concentrations in community 
water systems.

RESULTS:
Private Domestic Wells: Approximately 15% of the 
nearly 3,500 private domestic wells tested had nitrate 
levels exceeding the federal Safe Drinking Water Act 
(SDWA) limit of 10 milligrams per liter (mg/L). 
Public Water Systems: About 1/3 of the 444 public 
water systems analyzed showed rising nitrate levels, 
indicating a growing concern for communities relying 
on these sources. 
Geographic Hotspots: High-risk areas for nitrate 
contamination were identified, including the Platte 
River Valley, Elkhorn River Valley, Republican River 
watershed, and the Little and Big Blue River basins. 



Tools and Resources from the study
An interactive, web-based GIS tool for NDEE and 

resource partners to assess nitrate risk 
A nitrate outreach toolbox and guidance 

documents
 A public water system assistance ranking system 

to target outreach and funding
 Nitrate summary reports* available to community 

water systems to show trends in their source water 
*(English and Spanish)



Non-Point Source Water Quality



Reducing nonpoint source pollution to state waters
 Two funding options:

o Competitive projects (~$300,000 for 2–3-years)
o Small grants (≤ $15,000 for around 1 year)

 Nebraska receives an average grant award of ~$2.5 million from year to year.
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State Revolving Funds (SRF) programs for 
drinking water and waste water





Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)
 The CWSRF was created to provide below market financing for construction of 

publicly owned (wastewater) treatment works (POTWs) and nonpoint source control 
systems 
o Construction of wastewater treatment facilities and sanitary sewer collection systems to alleviate 

public health and environmental problems
 Just over $21.8M of program funding in 2026 fiscal year
 Projects include:

o Wastewater treatment work projects
o Nonpoint Source projects
o Stormwater projects
o Emerging Contaminants: testing and treating
o Water conservation, efficiency, and reuse projects
o Security measures at publicly owned treatment works
o Technical assistance



Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF)
 The DWSRF was created to provide low-cost financing for construction of 

publicly or privately owned public water systems (PWS)
o  Construction of water works, and for land acquisition from willing sellers for source water 

protection. Funds can be used to plan, design and construct drinking water facilities
 Just over $72.1M of program funding in 2026 fiscal year
 Projects include:

o Treatment installation or upgrading for Public Water Systems
o Transmission and distribution systems
o Source water rehabilitation
o Water Storage Options
o Consolidation – interconnecting two or more water systems
o Creation of new systems for homes with contaminated individual wells.
o Emerging Contaminants: testing and treating
o Lead Service Line: testing, education, replacement



Water Planning
Well-head protection, source water protection, and integrated management



Well-head Protection (WHP)
Voluntary program, but every community water system with its own active 

source has a plan 
 516 WPH areas in Nebraska, 116 are approved

Budget in 2024 ~$50K



Source Water Protection (SWP)
  Protecting water used as public or private drinking 

water for human health
$150,000 per year may be available to finance 

projects that protect public drinking water sources
Projects include: 

o Public Education on Source Water Protection, 
workshops on Best Management Practice (BMP)

o Implementation and evaluation of agricultural and 
urban BMPs

o Water Conservation Programs
o Contaminant source identification – research / 

investigation
o Contaminant pathway removal (such as the 

proper decommissioning of unused wells, or 
structures to divert contaminated runoff from a 
source)

o Restoration and/or conservation of the source 
water protection area

o Water quality monitoring at critical points in 
protection areas



Integrated Water Planning Areas
Integrated Management Plan 
Areas

Basin-wide Plan Areas



Water Resources Cash Fund
The fund is to be used in any area that has adopted an integrated 

management plan
o To aid management actions taken to reduce consumptive uses of water;
o To enhance stream flows or ground water recharge;



Water Sustainability Fund



Goals of the Water Sustainability Fund
• Provide financial assistance to programs, projects, or activities that increase aquifer recharge, reduce 

aquifer depletion, and increase streamflow
• Remediate or mitigate threats to drinking water
• Promote the goals & objectives of approved integrated or ground water management plans
• Contribute to multiple water supply management goals including flood control, reducing threats to 

property damage, agricultural uses, municipal and industrial uses, recreational benefits, wildlife habitat, 
conservation, and preservation of water resources

• Assist municipalities with the cost of constructing, upgrading, developing, and replacing sewer 
infrastructure facilities as part of a combined sewer overflow project

• Provide increased water productivity and enhance water quality
• Comply with interstate compacts, decrees, other state contracts and agreements and federal law



dnr.nebraska.gov 

THANK YOU
245 Fallbrook
Lincoln, NE 68521-6729
402-471-2363

dee.nebraska.gov
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