
 

Platte Basin Habitat Enhancement Project 
   Meeting Minutes 

North Platte, NE – Twin Platte NRD 
  September 5, 2012 
 

Call to Order and Attendance – With a quorum present, Chairman Kent Miller called the meeting to order 
at 10:30 a.m. Sponsors in attendance were: Kent Miller, Ann Dimmitt and Landon Shaw (Twin Platte 
NRD), Ron Bishop, Duane Woodward, Jesse Mintken and Mark Czaplewski (Central Platte NRD), Rod 
Horn, Ryan Reisdorff and Travis Glanz (South Platte NRD), John Thorburn (Tri-Basin NRD), Ron Cacek 
and Tina Kurtz (North Platte NRD), and Jesse Bradley and Heather Stream (Nebraska Department of 
Natural Resources).  Guests present were: Dean Edson (NARD) and Don Kraus (Central NPP&ID).  
Chairman Miller noted that the PBHEP abides by the Open Meetings Act in conducting business and that a 
copy of the Act was provided in the meeting room.   
 
Meeting Notices – Chairman Miller reported that public notice of the meeting had been published in the 
Grand Island, North Platte and Scottsbluff newspapers as required by law.   
 
Agenda Modifications – Czaplewski requested an item entitled “Central Nebraska Public Power and 
Irrigation District - Ground Water Recharge Project Proposal Continuation” be added to the agenda.  With 
the agreement of the group, Chairman Miller added the item to the agenda.   
 
Approval of Minutes – Motion by Rod Horn, second by John Thorburn to approve the minutes of the July 
13, 2012, meeting as distributed in advance of the meeting.  Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote.    
 
Financial Report – Czaplewski provided the financial report including a discussion of the PBHEP 
Funding Summary spreadsheet (dated August 16, 2012) distributed in advance of the meeting.  Total 
PBHEP funds spent and committed are $14,508,471.77 leaving an estimated remaining balance of 
$491,528.23.  Czaplewski noted that the spreadsheet includes updates on funds expended and 
reimbursements requested for the Cozad and Thirty-Mile Canal Rehabilitation Projects.  
 
Collaboration with Platte River Recovery Implementation Program (PRRIP) – Czaplewski reported 
that the Platte Basin Coalition, based on a recommendation of the PBHEP administrators, have agreed to 
take over collaborative efforts with the PRRIP and form a workgroup to better define such a relationship 
and look for opportunities and processes to benefit river flow.      
 
Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District - Ground Water Recharge Project Proposal 
Continuation – Bradley presented the joint DNR, Tri-Basin NRD and Central NPP&ID project proposal 
and reviewed supporting materials distributed in advance of the meeting including an update on 2011 
recharge efforts.  The project proposal is for the Central NPP&ID and Phelps Canals only, diverting excess 
river flows when available in the fall of 2012 and spring of 2013 for the purpose of recharging ground water 
aquifers in the Platte Valley.  The DNR requested approval for the project and noted a maximum budget of 
$187,500.00 if a maximum amount of 7,500 acre-feet of water is diverted.  The Tri-Basin NRD and DNR 
would contribute a maximum of $75,000.00 each and request a maximum $37,500.00 contribution from the 
NET.  Bradley noted somewhat limited prospects for diversion of excess flows this fall.  Motion by 
Thorburn, second by Bradley as follows: PBHEP supports the project described by the DNR and the 
maximum budget described in their memo dated August 28, 2012.  When the recharge project has 
concluded and final payments are determined, the DNR will present a final expenditure report to PBHEP 
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for approval and to be accounted for in the PBHEP budget and to be approved for reimbursement from 
NET.  Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
Bradley noted that the DNR would bring the PBHEP administrators a draft of an “umbrella” 5-year 
agreement with potential recharge partners for future discussion so as not to have to annually execute full 
contracts but rather utilize task authorizations for similar such projects. 
 
DNR Ground Water Recharge Demonstration Projects – Bradley reported that prospects for diversion 
of river flow for ground water recharge for this fall are low.  No associated funding is anticipated.   
 
Cozad and Thirty-Mile Canal Rehabilitation Project Proposals – Czaplewski reviewed the two Project 
proposals distributed in advance of the meeting.  A formal proposal approval was sought in addition the 
previous more conceptual project approvals.  Czaplewski discussed the proposals including funding 
breakdowns, background information, project schedules, operations and benefits.  The current cost 
estimate for the Cozad Canal Rehabilitation Project is $7,739,800.  Overall, the increased flow benefit to 
the River from the new operations planned on Cozad Canal include excess flow recharge and return to 
Platte River of 1,000 to 8,000 AF annually and transfer returns to the Platte River of 6,000 to 10,000AF 
annually.  Motion by Thorburn, second by Horn to support the Cozad Canal Rehabilitation Project as 
described in the Central Platte NRD in their memo dated July 20, 2012, and commit to project funding and 
associated fund releases.  Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
The current cost estimate for the Thirty-Mile Canal Rehabilitation Project is $2,776,853.  Overall, the 
increased flow benefit to the River from the new operations planned on Thirty-Mile canal include excess 
flow recharge and return to Platte River of 1,000 to 8,000 AF annually and transfer returns to the Platte 
River of 5,000 AF annually.  Motion by Thorburn, second by Horn to support the Thirty-Mile Canal 
Rehabilitation Project as described in the Central Platte NRD in their memo dated July 20, 2012, and 
commit to project funding and associated fund releases.  Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote.  
Bishop reported that progress on both projects would be continuing in earnest later this month and be active 
throughout the coming winter and early spring.    
 
Other – Czaplewski reported on recent conversations with NET personnel regarding PBHEP plans to 
request another one year extension of the use of NET funding.  The current grant is available through June 
of 2013 and plans are to request an extension through June of 2014.  Czaplewski also updated the group on 
the progress of transferring a PBHEP conservation easement to Larry Reynolds.    
 
Next Meetings – A future meeting was previously scheduled for November 29, 2012.  Future meetings 
were scheduled for February 5, April 2, June 3, August 6, October 1, and December 2, 2013.  The meetings 
are scheduled to start at 10:30 a.m. Central time at the offices of Twin Platte NRD in North Platte.     
 
Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 11:17 a.m.   
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