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July 19, 2013 Draft Report Review/Discussion 



Draft Cover 
 Photo submittals accepted! 



Draft Report Review 

The grammatical edits, spelling mistakes and editorial comments that do 
not significantly change the meaning of the document have been 
completed.   
 
Suggestions that will be completed in the next few weeks and included in 
the final version of the report: 
 
• Add an acronym list to the report 
• Add Titles to Appendices 
• Enlarge or enhance Appendix tables to make them more legible 
• Ensure consistency with terminology (NRC, Commission, etc.) 

 



Draft Report Review 

Comments that required review and discussion by the Task Force: 
 
• Criteria Weighting System  
• Geographic Distribution System  
• NRC elections 

 



Draft Report Review 
Other points for discussion: 
• One reviewer noted Occupation Tax  for all NRDs (with IMPs) 
• One reviewer noted Bond Financing for all NRDs (with IMPs) 
• One reviewer asked, “As IWMPP funding sunsets the WSF will fund 

such projects, should this be mentioned in the report?” 
• One reviewer suggested that we eliminate the discussion on other state 

water funding  
• One reviewer asked that the backup data on funding needs from 

Irrigation Districts, NRDs and Municipalities be included in the report. 
• A reviewer suggested that an amount be recommended for the 

Revolving Loan Fund 
• Local match (one reviewer suggested a 40% minimum match) 
• Re-evaluation of NRDF projects using proposed criteria? 
• Two suggestions to revise the criteria were presented  

 



NRDF Ranking Worksheets 



Criteria Weighting Option 1 

210 Points (72%) 

60 Points (21%) 

20 Points (7%) 



NET Ranking Worksheet 



Criteria Weighting Option 2 

175 Points 
(72%) 

60 Points 
(24%) 

10 Points 
(4%) 



Revised criteria 

30 points 
The extent to which the PPA contributes to the goals of water 
sustainability for the state of Nebraska by protecting the ability 
of future generations to meet their needs including: 
• Remediating or mitigating threats to drinking water 
• Meeting the goals and objectives of an approved IMP 
 
30 points 
The extent to which the PPA contributes to the goals of water 
sustainability for the state of Nebraska by protecting the ability 
of future generations to meet their needs including: 
• Increasing aquifer recharge 
• Reducing aquifer depletion 
• Increasing stream flow 
 
 



 Yes      

 

                                     

 I can live with it.  

 

 

No, what would it take to get 
you to live with it? 
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NET Ranking Worksheet 



Geographic Distribution 
Optional Rating Factor: 
 
In order to ensure equitable distribution of funds across the entire state 
over time, the NRC may assign points to a project benefiting an area 
deemed previously under-served by Water Sustainability Fund projects.  
The NRC defines thirteen districts to determine geographic distribution, 
and usually assigns points based on the districts in which a project will be 
accomplished.   
• This factor may not be used every year.   
• Many projects do not receive any points in this category 

 



NRC Elections 

1. NRC members are to be elected through an open 
election process in the same manner as NRD 
board directors. 
 

2. No change to the current election process 
through caucuses. 

 
 
 
 



Draft Report Review 
Other points for discussion: 
• One reviewer noted Occupation Tax  for all NRDs (with IMPs) 
• One reviewer noted Bond Financing for all NRDs (with IMPs) 
• One reviewer asked, “As IWMPP funding sunsets the WSF will fund 

such projects, should this be mentioned in the report?” 
• One reviewer suggested that we eliminate the discussion on other state 

water funding  
• One reviewer asked that the backup data on funding needs from 

Irrigation Districts, NRDs and Municipalities be included in the report. 
• A reviewer suggested that an amount be recommended for the 

Revolving Loan Fund 
• Local match (one reviewer suggested a 40% minimum match) 
• Re-evaluation of NRDF projects using proposed criteria? 
• Two suggestions to revise the criteria were presented  

 



Bonding and Occupation Tax  
Statutory changes that allow all natural resource districts 
with IMPs the opportunity to pursue general obligation bond 
financing.  This would provide a mechanism for natural 
resources districts to collect funds for projects that will 
benefit natural resources district residents. 
 
Statutory changes to expand the use of occupation tax to all 
natural resource districts with IMPs.  This would allow 
natural resource districts the ability to levy occupation tax 
thus providing for local matching funds in all districts, even 

those that are not full or over appropriated.  



The extent to which the PPA contributes to the goals of water sustainability for the state of Nebraska by protecting the ability 
of future generations to meet their needs including: 
• Remediating or mitigating threats to drinking water 
• Meeting the goals and objectives of an approved IMP or GWMP 
The extent to which the PPA contributes to the goals of water sustainability for the state of Nebraska by protecting the ability 
of future generations to meet their needs including: 
• Increasing aquifer recharge 
• Reducing aquifer depletion 
• Increasing stream flow 

The extent to which the PPA contributes to multiple water supply management goals including but not limited to flood 

control, agricultural use, municipal and industrial uses, recreational benefits, wildlife habitat, conservation of water 

resources, and preservation of water resources. 

The extent to which the PPA provides increased water productivity and otherwise maximizes the beneficial use of 

Nebraska's water resources for the benefit of its residents. 

The cost effectiveness of the PPA relative to achieving the state's water management goals. 

The extent to which the PPA assists the state in meeting its obligations under interstate compacts or decrees or other 

formal state contracts or agreements. 

The extent to which the PPA reduces threat to property damage. 

The extent to which the PPA improves water quality. 

The extent to which the local jurisdiction has utilized all available funding resources to support PPA.  

The extent to which the local jurisdiction has plans that support sustainable water use. 

The extent to which a PPA addresses a statewide problem or issue. 

The extent to which the PPA contributes to the state's ability to leverage state dollars with local or federal government partners 

or other partners to maximize the use of its resources. 

The extent to which the PPA has been approved for, but has not received funding through an established state program. 

The extent to which the PPA contributes to watershed health and function. 

The extent to which the PPA utilizes objectives described in the Annual Report and Plan of work for the Nebraska State Water 

Planning and review Process issued by DNR. 

Proposed Criteria Revisions 



Criteria Low Ave High 

The extent to which the PPA contributes to the goals of water sustainability for the state of Nebraska by protecting 

the ability of future generations to meet their needs including: 

• Remediating or mitigating threats to drinking water 

• Meeting the goals and objectives of an approved IMP or GWMP 

0-10 11-20 21-30 

The extent to which the PPA contributes to the goals of water sustainability for the state of Nebraska by protecting 

the ability of future generations to meet their needs including: 

• Increasing aquifer recharge 

• Reducing aquifer depletion 

• Increasing stream flow 

0-10 11-20 21-30 

The extent to which the PPA contributes to multiple water supply management goals including but not 

limited to flood control, agricultural use, municipal and industrial uses, recreational benefits, wildlife 

habitat, conservation of water resources, and preservation of water resources. 

0-10 11-20 21-30 

The extent to which the PPA provides increased water productivity and otherwise maximizes the beneficial 

use of Nebraska's water resources for the benefit of its residents. 
0-10 11-20 21-30 

The cost effectiveness of the PPA relative to achieving the state's water management goals. 0-10 11-20 21-30 

The extent to which the PPA assists the state in meeting its obligations under interstate compacts or decrees 

or other formal state contracts or agreements. 
0-10 11-20 21-30 

The extent to which the PPA reduces threat to property damage. 0-10 11-20 21-30 

The extent to which the PPA improves water quality. 0-5 6-10 11-15 

The extent to which the local jurisdiction has utilized all available funding resources to support PPA.  0-5 6-10 11-15 

 The extent to which the local jurisdiction has plans that support sustainable water use. 0-5 6-10 11-15 

The extent to which a PPA addresses a statewide problem or issue. 0-5 6-10 11-15 

The extent to which the PPA contributes to the state's ability to leverage state dollars with local or federal 

government partners or other partners to maximize the use of its resources. 
0-5 6-10 11-15 

The extent to which the PPA has been approved for, but has not received funding through an established 

state program. 
0-5 6-10 11-15 

The extent to which the PPA contributes to watershed health and function. 0-5 6-10 11-15 

The extent to which the PPA utilizes objectives described in the Annual Report and Plan of work for the 

Nebraska State Water Planning and review Process issued by DNR. 
0-5 6-10 11-15 

Proposed Criteria Weighting 



Final Report 
 

• Editorial comments accepted 
 

• Revisions from today completed 
(redlined)  
 

• Final Submitted to DNR and 
Legislature by  December 20, 2015 
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 Thanks Everyone!!                                         
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