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LB517 Funding Levels 

Considerations given to: 
 
• Municipal Needs – What projects are required to upgrade or maintain 

the ability to provide safe, reliable drinking water to Nebraskans? 
 

• Irrigation District Projects – What changes to existing systems are 
necessary to meet conjunctive management goals? 

 
• NRD Projects - What projects are necessary to achieve sustainability 

in each District? 
 



Municipalities 

NDEQ State Revolving Fund Intended Use Plan (FY14): 
 
• 307 Projects from the Drinking Water Intended Use Plan of the State 

Revolving Fund were analyzed.  A total of $550M for those projects 
are reported 
 

• We tried to find drinking water projects related to sustainability 
issues. 
 

• In the end, we settled on non-growth related quantity problems and 
quality problems related to nitrates and arsenic. 
 

• Maintenance was generally not considered a sustainability issue. 
 



Municipalities 

NDEQ State Revolving Fund Intended Use Plan (FY14): 
 
• Infrastructure – Planned projects whose main purpose is to deal with 

quantity problems (not expansion due to growth) or quality problems 
(from source pollution.) 
 81 water quality projects totaled $144M 
 Of the 81 projects, 48 address nitrate problems, and 27 address 

arsenic problems 
 No water quantity projects were listed??? 
 Water quality projects are often caused or made more difficult by 

water quantity problems 
 

 



Irrigation Districts 

16 Irrigation Districts provided input: 
 
• Research – one small NPPD study 

 
• Infrastructure – Repair/refurbishing of existing, new automation, 

lining, burying pipe and structures 
 
• Integrated Management – Conjunctive management of canals 

 
• Compliance – (none) 
 
 



Irrigation Districts 

16 Irrigation Districts provided input: 
 
• Research – one small NPPD study $135k / (Sponsored by NRDs) 

 
• Infrastructure – Repair/refurbishing of existing, new automation, 

lining, burying pipe and structures  $25.1M / $181.4M 
 
• Integrated Management – Conjunctive management of canals 

(Sponsored by NRDs) 
 

• Compliance – (Sponsored by NRDs) 
 
 



NRD Projects 

17 of 23 NRDs responded to request.  Projects included existing and 
proposed; 
 
• Research – Geohydrologic and hydrologic studies, water quality 

studies and modeling, various imagery 
 

• Infrastructure – Levees, Dams and Canals….new construction and 
rehabilitation of existing infrastructure. 

 
• Integrated Management – GW Management & Integrated 

Management Planning, Watershed Planning and Management, 
Infrastructure Construction and Improvements Related to Conjunctive 
Management Approaches 
 

• Compliance – Water Storage and Timing  



NRD Projects 

17 of 23 NRDs responded to request.  Projects included existing and 
proposed; 
 
• Research – Geohydrologic and hydrologic studies, water quality 

studies and modeling, various imagery  $29.2M / $24.1M 
 

• Infrastructure – Levees, Dams and Canals….new construction and 
rehabilitation of existing infrastructure. $260.3M / $185.1M 

 
• Integrated Management – GW Management & Integrated 

Management Planning, Watershed Planning and Management, 
Infrastructure Construction and Improvements Related to Conjunctive 
Management Approaches $42.5M / $89.6M 
 

• Compliance – Water Storage and Timing $10.5M / $131.5M 



What the Numbers Mean 

Total Existing Projects:  $488.6M * 
 
Total Proposed Projects:  $907.6M * 
 
Proposed Projects In 10 Years @ 3% Inflation: $1.22B 
 
Proposed Projects in 20 Years @ 3% Inflation:  $1.64B 
 
40% Local Cost Share (on Proposed Projects) Today/10 Yrs/20 Yrs:  
$363M/$488M/$656M 



How Long to Achieve Sustainability? 

Several factors affect the time in which Statewide Sustainability can be 
achieved; 
 
• Each Water User must understand their role 

 
• We have to understand the framework in which we live 

 
• Projects take time to plan, when done properly 

 
• Project permitting for large infrastructure projects takes a LONG time 

 
• Local sponsors ability to pay must be considered 

 
 
 



Generating Additional Local Cost Share 



So What is the Answer? 

By generating $50M a year into a Water Sustainability Fund; 
 
• It would take about 23 years to implement the existing and proposed 

projects as identified today with zero local cost share 
 

• It would take about 18 years to implement the existing and proposed 
projects as identified today with 20% local cost share 
 

• It would take about 12 years to implement the existing and proposed 
projects as identified today with 40% local cost share 
 

• At a funding level of $30M per year and a 40% local cost share, it 
would take approximately 17 years to implement the existing and 
proposed projects 


