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LOWER PLATTE RIVER BASIN COALITION
WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

Coalition Board Update



Project Activities



 Ground and Surface Water Controls review
 Water Banking research, review, and examples
 DNR New Methodologies/INSIGHT Database
 Data Collection and Infrastructure Inventory
 Goals, Objectives and Action Item Development

Project Activities since June Coalition Board Meeting



 Regulatory Controls
o Mandatory pumping restrictions
o Limiting new wells
o Mandatory conservation measures

 Voluntary Controls
o Fee structures to reduce pumping
o Water efficiency projects
o Buyout or acreage retirement

 Infrastructure Projects
o Constructing or changing operation of existing infrastructure
o System improvements
o Imported water
o Conjunctive management

Surface/Groundwater Controls



 To hold coalition meetings, public meetings 
and hearings

 To contract and enter into agreements with 
agencies and others

 To retain a coordinator;
 To receive and expend fund from various 

sources, including members and grants
 To undertake studies, investigations or 

surveys and enter onto private lands
 To retain legal and other professional 

services

NRD Allocation Flow Meters Well Drilling Moratorium Required Water Use Reports Rainfall Yearly Average

Upper Loup NRD No New wells Sub-areas; plus limited acre 
expansion Yes 18”-22”

Lower Loup NRD No Sub-area for quality Yes Yes, sub-areas 22”-27”

Upper Elkhorn NRD No Yes New irrigated acres (2014) Yes 24”-28”

Lower Elkhorn NRD 13”-14”/yr in sub-areas New wells district-wide & wells in 
sub-areas

Yes, plus no new irrigated acre 
development Yes, all districts 26”-30”

Lower Platte North NRD 27”/3yrs in sub-areas Yes, in sub-areas Yes in sub-areas Yes, volunteer report 26”-30”

Lower Platte South NRD NW sub-area: 21”/3yrs 
(9”/yr max) Yes, for entire District No, but no new irrigated acres, in 

NW sub-area Yes, for entire District 28”-30”

Papio-Missouri NRD No No Yes, in sub-areas No 30”-32”



Pursue and discuss water 
management components that 
could comprise a voluntary Basin 
Water Management Plan  and 
which could be incorporated into 
individual NRD’s Integrated 
Management Plans



 Review of some National examples
o Kansas
o Texas
o Wyoming
o California
o New Mexico

 Focus on legislative setting, administrative authorities and responsibilities, and potential 
applicability to Nebraska 

Surface/Groundwater Controls





 Nebraska Examples
o Lower Loup NRD
o Central Platte NRD
o Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District

 Kern (California)
 Edwards Aquifer (Texas)
 Focus on legislative setting, structure, and accounting methods

Water Banking Examples



 Focus on its applicability as an accounting/database for use in basinwide management
DNR New Methodologies/INSIGHT Database



Data Collection and Infrastructure Inventory









Update on Scope of 
Work & Schedule





http://dnr.nebraska.gov/LPRBC



 March 10, 2015 at Central Community College in Columbus; 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Water Banking Workshop #1
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