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One of the standards within the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) floodplain manage- 
ment regulations requires that any new, substantially improved or substantially damaged struc- 
ture be elevated to or above the base flood level. 

In regulating floodplain development, many communities have a problem determining the 
c difference between a basement and a crawl space. The NFIP does not define "crawl space", 

however, the regulations are specific on the requirements for new construction or substantial- 
improvement. As shown on Diagram Number 8 of the elevation certificate instructions and at- 
tached at the end of this guidance, the floorlbottom of a crawl space must be above grade and 
in an area other than a basement. 

* For floodplain management purposes, the term "lowest floor" is used to define the lowest 
level of any structure (walled and roofed) that must be located to or above the base flood level. 
Communities which participate in the NFIP must require that new construction and substan- 

tial-improvements comply with the following standards: 

1. For New Construction and Substantial-Improvements: 

The NFIP regulations require that all floor levels of a structure, except those used 
exclusively for parking of vehicles, limited storage, or building access in an area other 
than a basement, must be elevated to or above the base flood level. Basements are 
NOT PERMITTED below the base flood level. 

*NFIP regulation excerpts are included at the end of this document. 
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